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Ways of 
Giving

Don’t you love it when 
you’ve carefully selected 

a gift for someone, and they 
open it with giant smile; or exclaim, “Thank you! It’s just what I 
wanted”; or give you a great big hug of gratitude?

We are creative gift givers! Think of the variety of gift-giving 
options we employ. Sometimes we hand-pick a gift and wrap it 
for a special occasion. Other times, we opt for a store gift card 
or cash, so the person can choose their gift. Or we chip in on a 
collective gift to make something bigger possible. And then there 
are the little surprise gifts along the way, just to let someone 
know we care about them. 

It’s the same with giving to the church. We have multiple gift-
giving options, and the best part is that, no matter which we 
choose, we know the recipient is going to be grateful. When we 
give from our hearts, the joy of giving is contagious. 

CASH & CHECKS
Gifts in the offering plate or checks in the mail 
have been the traditional way that churches 
have received donations since the 1800s, and 
this tradition is alive and well at St. Mark’s.

E-GIVING (automatic funds transfer)
Research has shown that 60% of churchgoers 
give electronically or would prefer to use 
e-giving. This is a great option because it’s 
a one-and-done step for you. Nothing to 

remember—even if you are on vacation or can’t attend because 
of an illness. It’s also great for the church because the bank fees 
are less than processing a check or credit card gift, and it gives 
the church a more consistent level of funding, which makes 
program planning smoother.

You can set up automatic funds transfer (ACH) from your bank 
account either weekly or monthly. Complete the e-Giving form on  
your 2019 commitment card or online at StMarksAurora.net/GIVE

ONLINE CREDIT-CARD GIVING
Many people no longer carry cash or checks, 
so a major feature of our new website is 
the addition of credit-card giving. It offers an 
easy, convenient way to give securely online, 

whenever you feel moved and wherever you are. This is a great 
option for spontaneous gifts to a special fund or to a make 
memorial gift. Go to StMarksAurora.net and click on the 
GIVE tab.

Your security is important to us! LOOK FOR THE 
“LOCK” SYMBOL at the top of your browser. 

Our online giving, hosted by CloverGive, has the highest level of “PCI 
compliance,” Level 1. The Payment Card Industry Data Security Standard 
(PCI DSS) is a set of security standards which ensure companies that 
process credit cards maintain a secure environment. 

DIRECT GIFT OF STOCK
With the stock market close to an all-time 
high, you might consider making a direct gift 
of appreciated stock or mutual funds. This can 
create a win-win situation for both you and St. 

Mark’s.  You will receive a charitable income tax deduction for the 
full fair market value of the stock or mutual fund and potentially 
reduce or eliminate any capital gains on that appreciated stock. 

You can donate stock directly to St. Mark’s without selling it. The church 
then sells the stock to turn the donation into cash. If you are interested 
in initiating such a gift, please contact the Financial Secretary, Beth 
Benson Ulrich, at giving@stmarksaurora.net or 630-234-6529. 

IRA QUALIFIED CHARITABLE 
DONATION (QCD)
If you are 70 ½ or older and have an IRA 
account, you are probably aware of required 
minimum distributions (RMDs).  You may be 

able to designate part or all your RMD as a Qualified Charitable 
Donation. (QCD). Consult your tax advisor or IRA custodian for 
information on QCDs and how they might be of benefit of you. 

Be aware that QCDs have a different tax implication than a regular 
donation, so make sure to check with your tax advisor.  The QCD 
amount would not be included in your AGI (Adjusted Gross Income), 
which can have some benefits for you.  Please let the Financial Secretary, 
Beth Benson Ulrich (giving@stmarksaurora.net or 630-234-6529) know 
you are doing this so it can be accounted for correctly.

PRE-PAY 2019 PLEDGE IN 2018  
FOR TAX PURPOSES 
You would receive donation credit in 2018 from 
a tax perspective, but it would be applied to 
General/Capital Campaign Fund 2019 income. 

Please make sure to clearly mark your donation envelope with a note, if 
pre-paying for 2019 is your intent. You should always consult with your 
financial and/or tax advisor before actually making such gifts to ensure 
that it meets your situation.

WILL & ESTATE PLANNING
The St. Mark’s Endowment Fund was established 
to provide a way of making gifts that will 
perpetually honor, sustain, and grow the mission 
of this congregation. Making St. Mark’s a part of 

your will and estate planning is a legacy gift that keeps on giving 
and a meaningful way to be a witness to the next generation. If 
you would like to consider this, contact Al Bergh, 630-585-8422. 

This “Ways of Giving” information is also available online at StMarksAurora.net/GIVE


