St. Mark’s Lutheran Church
The Second Sunday in Advent
December 6, 2020
Worship Where You Are
Sunday at 10:00 a.m.

Gather, as you are able: a piece of bread or cracker, wine or juice, a Bible, a candle or flashlight, a
bowl of water, and a cross (if you don’t have one, draw one or make one!)

GATHER
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Prelude

Let There Be Peace on Earth

Kristin Young - Piano

Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.
C: And also with you.

Welcome/Announcements
Opening Hymn

Blessed Be the God of Israel

1 Blessed be the God of Israel
who comes to set us free
and raises up new hope for us:
a Branch from David’s tree.
So have the prophets long declared
that with a mighty arm
God would turn back our enemies
and all who wish us harm.
2 With promised mercy will God still
the covenant recall,
the oath once sworn to Abraham,
from foes to save us all;
that we might worship without fear
and offer lives of praise,
in holiness and righteousness
to serve God all our days.
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3 My child, as prophet of the Lord
you will prepare the way,
to tell God’s people they are saved
from sin’s eternal sway.
Then shall God’s mercy from on high
shine forth and never cease
to drive away the gloom of death
and lead us into peace.

Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944, based on Luke 1:68-79
Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188

Confession
P: As we wait and watch with faithfulness and anticipation, let us confess our sins.
Silence for Reflection
C: We open our hearts to you O God, search us and know us, reveal all that we keep hidden inside. To
you alone we confess our sins. We are afraid to share your word lest others judge or mock us. We
ignore your wisdom because it isn't convenient or easy. We allow ourselves to be defeated by des
pair and the cruel words of others. Forgive us, renew us, and keep us faithful, that we may be a
reflection of your great love and light to a world in darkness.
P

God knows our every weakness and still loves us and upholds our life. May your sins be forgiven and your
faith and hope restored in the name of Jesus, the Christ.
C: Amen.
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Lighting of the Advent Wreath: Advent 2
P:

C:

Blessed are you, God of hope, for you promise to bring forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse
who will bring justice to the poor, who will deliver the needy and crush the oppressor, who
will stand as a signal of hope for all people.
As we light these candles, turn our will to bear the fruit of repentance, transform our hearts
to live in justice and harmony with one another, and fix our eyes on the root of Jesse, Jesus
Christ, the hope of all nations.
O people of hope, come,
let us rejoice in the faithfulness of the Lord. Amen.
Light the first and second candle. - Lainey Witt

Hymn

Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah

1 Light one candle to watch for Messiah:
let the light banish darkness.
He shall bring salvation to Israel,
God fulfills the promise.

ELW 240 verses 1 & 2

2 Light two candles to watch for Messiah:
let the light banish darkness.
He shall feed the flock like a shepherd,
Gently lead them homeward.

Text: Wayne L. Wold, b. 1954
Text © 1984 Fortress Press, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Prayer of the Day
L:
C:

Steadfast God,
You never abandoned your people when they were at their lowest. Hold your promises
before our eyes that they might shine brighter than any darkness which threatens to
overcome us, for the sake of your son Jesus. Amen.

WORD
Holy Gospel

Luke 11: 13
th

L:
The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 11 chapter
ALL: Glory to you, O Lord.
If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the
heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!"

L:
C:

The Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Message
Reading

Joel 2:12-13, 28-29
Yet even now, says the LORD, return to me with all your heart, with fasting, with weeping,
and with mourning; rend your hearts and not your clothing…..

P:
C:

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Sermon

Pastor Charisse Jensen
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Hymn of the Day
.

1 "Comfort, comfort now my people;
tell of peace!" So says our God.
Comfort those who sit in darkness
mourning under sorrow's load.
To God's people now proclaim
that God's pardon waits for them!
Tell them that their war is over;
God will reign in peace forever.

2 For the herald's voice is crying
in the desert far and near,
calling us to true repentance,
since the reign of God is here.
Oh, that warning cry obey!
Now prepare for God a way.
Valleys, rise to greet the Savior;
hills, bow down in humble favor.

Comfort, Comfort Now My People
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3 Straight shall be what long was crooked,
and the rougher places plain.
Let your hearts be true and humble,
as befits God's holy reign.
For the glory of the Lord
now on earth is shed abroad,
and all flesh shall see the token
that God's word is never broken.
Text: Johann G. Olearius, 1635-1711; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.

Prayers of Intercession
L: We pray for the church, the world, and all those in need.
A brief silence.
L: In the season of tinsel and twinkling illusions, grant us a deeper joy that endures throughout these
days, the burning promise of our coming savior. God of hope,
C: Hear our prayer.
L: In the spirit of St. Nicholas, use us to minister to those in need, providing for their lack without
seeking recognition or thanks, but only the fulfillment of recognizing our connection with all of
your children. God of hope,
C: Hear our prayer.
L: The earth is forgiving, even as its creator is, renewing what has been depleted and repairing what
has been damaged. Make us partners in the recovery of this planet from the ravages of our abuse
and neglect, and accept our repentance for all that we have done. God of hope,
C: Hear our prayer.
L: When we lose our visions, we are tempted to give in to despair. Rekindle your light within those
who have given up, and work through us to reach out to the lonely, sad and discouraged. Send
your healing spirit to all those who need it, especially... God of hope,
C: Hear our prayer.
L: With Nicholas, bishop of Myra, and all your faithful saints, we join our voices with the heavenly
chorus praising the One who delivers and delights our hearts with the promise of eternal life.
God of hope,
C: Hear our prayer.
L: Our eyes await the fulfillment of all your promises, the answer to all our prayers: your Son, our
Lord, Jesus Christ. Amen.
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Sharing the Peace
P:
C:

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

(The congregation now takes time to exchange a greeting of peace)

The Offering of our Gifts - Make Room by Matt Maher and Mark Hall

Katie Ulrich - Solo

We offer to God a portion of what God has first given to us. It is a sign of the giving of our whole selves in grateful
response for all of God’s gifts.

Offertory Prayer
P: We honor,
C: Your word when we live according to your ways. Accept these offerings which we
present to you for the sake of your work in the world, in the power of your Spirit.
Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving
P:
C:
P:
C:
P:
C:

The Lord be with you,
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts,
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P:

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise….. We praise your name and join their unending hymn.

Holy, Holy
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Eucharistic Prayer
P:

In the night in which he was betrayed….
Again, after supper, he took the cup…..

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy church, now
and forever. Amen.
P:
C:

Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray...
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come. Your will be done
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive
those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen
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The Distribution






At St. Mark’s, all people are welcome at God’s table. No exceptions.
We believe Jesus is in, with and under the elements. There’s a profound mystery and power
in Holy Communion.
We believe that Christ is present in your bread and wine/grape juice in your homes.
As you eat your bread. As you drink your wine. Hear those words Jesus spoke to you: FOR
YOU. Jesus is FOR YOU.
In this Sacrament, receive God’s forgiveness of sin and taste God’s grace again. May it fill
you and help you remember that on that last night, Jesus was thinking of you.

At Home Instructions
For those with loved ones, commune yourselves.
Use the words we use when communing our saints:
Bread: Body of Christ given for you
Wine/Grape Juice: Blood of Christ shed for you.
For those alone watching worship, the presiding pastor will take a
moment to virtually offer you the elements of Christ’s body and blood.
When the pastor offers the body of Christ for you, receive the body.
When the pastor offers the blood of Christ for you, receive the blood.

Communion Song

Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence

ELW 490

1 Let all mortal flesh keep silence,
and with fear and trembling stand;
ponder nothing earthly-minded,
for with blessing in his hand
Christ our God to earth descending
comes full homage to demand.

Text: Liturgy of St. James; tr. Gerard Moultrie, 1829-1885, alt.
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SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

Post Communion Prayer
Blessing
Sending Hymn

My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness
1 My soul proclaims your greatness, Lord;
I sing my Savior's praise!
You looked upon my lowliness,
and I am full of grace.
Now ev'ry land and ev'ry age
this blessing shall proclaim—
great wonders you have done for me,
and holy is your name.
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2 To all who live in holy fear
your mercy ever flows.
With mighty arm you dash the proud,
their scheming hearts expose.
The ruthless you have cast aside,
the lowly throned instead;
the hungry filled with all good things,
the rich sent off unfed.

3 To Israel, your servant blest,
your help is ever sure;
the promise to our parents made
their children will secure.
Sing glory to the Holy One,
give honor to the Word,
and praise the Pow'r of the Most High,
one God, by all adored.
Text: With One V oice, 1995, based on the Magnificat
Text © 1995 Augsburg Fortress.

Dismissal
L: Go in peace. Christ is with you.
C: Thanks be to God!

Postlude

Watchmen Tell Us of the Night

Kristin Young - Piano
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