
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 

The First Sunday in Advent 
November 29, 2020 

Worship Where You Are 

Sunday at 10:00 a.m. 
 

Gather, as you are able: a piece of bread or cracker, wine or juice, a Bible, a candle or flashlight, a 
bowl of water, and a cross (if you don’t have one, draw one or make one!)  
 

GATHER  
 

 The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 

Prelude                                           

Greeting 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be  
       with you all.   
C:  And also with you.     
 

Welcome/Announcements   

                                  

Opening Hymn       Come Now O Prince of Peace                                        ELW 247 

1 Come now, O Prince of peace, make us one body. 
 Come, O Lord Jesus, reconcile your people. 
 

2 Come now, O God of love, make us one body. 
 Come, O Lord Jesus, reconcile your people. 
 

3 Come now and set us free, O God, our Savior. 
 Come, O Lord Jesus, reconcile all nations. 
 

4 Come, Hope of unity, make us one body. 
 Come, O Lord Jesus, reconcile all nations. 
 
 
Text: Geon-yong Lee, b. 1947; tr. Marion Pope 
Text © Geonyong Lee. 
 

Confession  

P:   As we wait and watch with faithfulness and anticipation, let us confess our sins 
      Silence for Reflection 

C:  We open our hearts to you O God, search us and know us, reveal all that we keep hidden inside. To    
       you alone we confess our sins. We are afraid to share your word lest others judge or mock us. We     
       ignore your wisdom because it isn't convenient or easy. We allow ourselves to be defeated by des 
       pair and the cruel words of others. Forgive us, renew us, and keep us faithful, that we may be a              
       reflection of your great love and light to a world in darkness. 
 

P    God knows our every weakness and still loves us and upholds our life. May your sins be forgiven and your    
      faith and hope restored in the name of Jesus, the Christ. 

C:  Amen. 
                              

Page 1                                                         



Lighting of the Advent Wreath: Advent 1 

P:  We praise you, O God, for this evergreen crown that marks our days of preparation for 
 Christ’s advent. 
 As we light the first candle on this wreath, rouse us from sleep, that we may be ready to greet 
 our Lord when he comes with all the saints and angels. 
 Enlighten us with your grace, and prepare our hearts to welcome him with joy. 
 Grant this through Christ our Lord, whose coming is certain and whose day  draws near. 
C:  Amen. 
 
 Light the first candle. 

 

Hymn                     Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah           ELW 240 vs. 1 

1 Light one candle to watch for Messiah: 
 let the light banish darkness. 
 He shall bring salvation to Israel, 
 God fulfills the promise. 
 
Text: Wayne L. Wold, b. 1954 
Text © 1984 Fortress Press, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 
 

Prayer of the Day  
L:   Holy God, 
C:   You guarded over your faithful servant Daniel when his life was threatened, because he 
 held fast and refused to dishonor you. Show us the power that the smallest acts of faith 
 and hope may have to influence the entire world for good, by the help of your                        
 Holy Spirit. Amen 
 

WORD  

Holy Gospel                                               Luke 23: 1-5                              

L:  The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the23rd chapter 

ALL:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

 Then the assembly rose as a body and brought Jesus before Pilate….. 

L: The Gospel of the Lord 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Children’s Message 

Reading         Daniel 6:6-27 

 So the presidents and satraps conspired and came to the king and said to him, “O King                
 Darius, live forever!......  
 

P:  Word of God, word of life. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Sermon                                                         Pastor Patrick Fish 
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Hymn of the Day                              Lost in the Night                                             ELW  243 

1 Lost in the night do the people yet languish, 
 longing for morning the darkness to vanquish, 
 plaintively sighing with hearts full of anguish. 
 Will not day come soon? Will not day come soon? 
 

2 Must we be vainly awaiting the morrow? 
 Shall those who have light no light let us borrow, 
 giving no heed to our burden of sorrow? 
 Will you help us soon? Will you help us soon? 
 

3 Sorrowing wand'rers, in darkness yet dwelling, 
 dawned has the day of a radiance excelling, 
 death's deepest shadows forever dispelling. 
 Christ is coming soon! Christ is coming soon! 
 

4 Light o'er the land of the needy is beaming; 
 rivers of life through its deserts are streaming, 
 bringing all peoples a Savior redeeming. 
 Come and save us soon! Come and save us soon! 
 
Text: Nordic hymn; tr. Olav Lee, 1859-1943, alt. 

Text © 1932 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

L:  We pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 

 A brief Silence 

L:  The perceived dangers and threats of this world don't seem as overwhelming when we turn to 
 you, O Lord. Tame the lions which paralyze us from moving forward in faith and courage.  

 Almighty God, 
C:  Hear our prayer 
 

L:  Turn us away from holiday frenzy, to a calm and peaceful waiting. Help us to be fully present 
 every day as we live our lives and anticipate the fulfillment of your  promised son. Fill our 
 days with light and hope in the midst of seasonal darkness, and show us ordinary ways to 
 share your love. Almighty God, 
C: Hear our prayer 
 

L:  We have exploited your beautiful creation to near extinction. Forgive us and show  us ways to 
 heal our planet. Bless all those who work to restore creatures and habitats. Almighty God, 

C: Hear our prayer 
 

L:  When we feel we are most abandoned and alone, it is then that you come to us with your holy 
 presence, and comfort. Be especially with those who are isolated and alone this time of year. 
 we ask you healing presence for.... Almighty God, 

C:      Hear our prayer 
 

L:  Our eyes await the fulfillment of all your promises, the answer to all our prayers: your Son,   
 Our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

C: Amen    



 

Sharing the Peace  
P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C:  And also with you.                                                                                                                  
         (The congregation now takes time to exchange a greeting  of peace)    

 

The Offering of our Gifts -                 
We offer to God a portion of what God has first given to us. It is a sign of the giving of our whole selves in grateful 
response for all of God’s gifts.                    
            

Offertory Prayer                       

P:  We honor,  
C:  Your word when we live according to your ways. Accept these offerings which we                 
       present to you for the sake of your work in the world, in the power of your Spirit.    
      Amen. 
  

The Great Thanksgiving 
P:  The Lord be with you, 
C:  And also with you. 
 

P:  Lift up your hearts, 
C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy that we should at all times and in all places give 
 thanks and praise….. We praise your name and join their unending hymn. 
 

Holy, Holy                                                                                                                          
Holy, holy, holy Lord,                                                                                                                                       
God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Eucharistic Prayer 
P: In the night in which he was betrayed…. 
 Again, after supper, he took the cup….. 
 

 To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy church, now 
 and forever. Amen. 
 

P:      Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray... 

C:    Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come. Your will be done 
 on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive 
 those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the                   

         kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen       
 

  
                  

Page 4   



      

  The Distribution  

 At St. Mark’s, all people are welcome at God’s table. No exceptions.  
 We believe Jesus is in, with and under the elements. There’s a profound mystery and power 

in Holy Communion.  
 We believe that Christ is present in your bread and wine/grape juice in your homes.  
 As you eat your bread. As you drink your wine. Hear those words Jesus spoke to you: FOR 

YOU. Jesus is FOR YOU.  
 In this Sacrament, receive God’s forgiveness of sin and taste God’s grace again. May it fill 

you and help you remember that on that last night, Jesus was thinking of you.  

 

 

 

 

At Home Instructions 

For those with loved ones, commune yourselves.  

Use the words we use when communing our saints:  
 

Bread: Body of Christ given for you 
Wine/Grape Juice: Blood of Christ shed for you. 

 

        For those alone watching worship, the presiding pastor will take a 
                         moment to virtually offer you the elements of Christ’s body and blood.                                                                           

                  When the pastor offers the body of Christ for you, receive the body.                                           

                 When the pastor offers the blood of Christ for you, receive the blood.  

                                                                           

                                                   

Communion Song               Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence                                  ELW 490 

1 Let all mortal flesh keep silence, 
 and with fear and trembling stand; 
 ponder nothing earthly-minded, 
 for with blessing in his hand 
 Christ our God to earth descending 
 comes full homage to demand. 

 

 

Text: Liturgy of St. James; tr. Gerard Moultrie, 1829-1885, alt. 
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SENDING  

 God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.  

Post Communion Prayer 

Blessing 

Sending Hymn           Hark! A Thrilling Voice is Sounding                           ELW 246 

1 Hark! a thrilling voice is sounding! 
 "Christ is near," we hear it say. 
 "Cast away the works of darkness, 
 all you children of the day!" 
 
2 Wakened by the solemn warning, 
 from earth's bondage let us rise; 
 Christ, our sun, all sloth dispelling, 
 shines upon the morning skies. 
 

3 See the Lamb, so long expected, 
 come with pardon down from heav'n. 
 Let us haste, with tears of sorrow, 
 one and all, to be forgiv'n; 
 

4 So, when next he comes in glory 
 and the world is wrapped in fear, 
 he will shield us with his mercy 
 and with words of love draw near. 
 

5 Honor, glory, might, and blessing 
 to the Father and the Son 
 with the everlasting Spirit 
 while unending ages run! 
 

Text: Latin hymn, 1632; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814-1878 

  

Dismissal 

L:   Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
C:  Thanks be to God!     
 
 
 

Postlude                                             
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