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St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
Sixth Sunday of Easter  

May 9, 2021 

Worship Where You Are 

   

Gather, as you are able: a piece of bread or cracker, wine or juice, a Bible, 

a candle or flashlight, a bowl of water, and a cross (if you don’t have one, 

draw one or make one!)  

  

GATHER 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

Welcome/Announcements  
 

Prelude 
500 year old Hymn 
Laura and Harrison Chen - Piano Duet 

 
Confession and Forgiveness 
We confess our sins before God and one another. 

 

Pause for silence and reflection. 

Risen Lord, 

We admit that we are slow to believe, and even slower to follow where you 

lead us. We doubt your promise, divide your people, and fail to proclaim 

the power of your resurrection. We choose to live small lives when you 

have given us the biggest gift of all: your eternal life. Forgive us. Raise us 

up to a place where we can serve you faithfully. 

 

Christ is arisen, bringing gifts of life, mercy and pardon for sin! Believe 

that you are forgiven, and go out and live in the joy of your Lord’s 

resurrection in the power of God’s Holy Spirit. 

 

Amen. 

 

Kyrie Eleison  
(ELW Setting Eight) 
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Refrain 

Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, 

Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day. 

 

That we may live out your impassioned response to the hungry and the 

poor; 

that we may live out truth and justice and grace,  

let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.  

 

(Refrain) 

 

Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion   

of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

Hymn of Praise 
Blessed Assurance  (ELW 638) 

Verse1  

Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! 

Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine! 

Heir of salvation, purchase of God, 

born of his Spirit, washed in his blood. 

  

Refrain 

This is my story, this is my song, 

praising my Savior, all the day long: 

this is my story, this is my song, 

praising my Savior all the day long. 

  

Verse 2 

Perfect submission, perfect delight, 

visions of rapture now burst on my sight; 

angels descending bring from above 

echoes of mercy, whispers of love.  Refrain 

  

Verse 3 

Perfect submission, all is at rest; 

I in my Savior am happy and blest, 

watching and waiting, looking above, 
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filled with his goodness, lost in his love.  Refrain 

  

 Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915 

  

 

Prayer of the Day 
Lord of justification, 

With great joy we receive the gift of salvation which is ours not because of 

our own efforts, but because of the saving work of Christ. Grant us full 

access to the glory of your salvation, an abundance that is more than enough 

for all humankind, for the sake of our redeeming Christ. Amen. 

 

 

WORD 
Gospel Reading 
 Luke 18:9-14   

 

 The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 18thchapter 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

“He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were 

righteous and regarded others with contempt . . .” 

 

  

The Gospel of the Lord 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Children’s Message 
 

Reading 
Galatians 2:11-21  
 

“But when Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he 
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stood self-condemned . . .” 

 

Word of God, word of life 

Thanks be to God.  

 

Sermon  
Pastor Patrick Fish 

 
Hymn of the Day 
Only By Grace  (WP 112) 

  

 

Verse 1 

Only by grace can we enter, 

only by grace can we stand; 

not by our human endeavor, 

but by the blood of the Lamb. 

Into your presence you call us, 

you call us to come. 

Into your presence you draw us, 

and now by your grace we come, 

now by your grace we come. 

 

Verse 2  

Lord, if you mark our transgressions, 

who would stand? 

Thanks to your grace we are cleansed 

by the blood of the Lamb. 

Lord, if you mark our transgressions, 

who would stand? 

Thanks to your grace we are cleansed 

by the blood of the Lamb. 

  

Verse 3  

Only by grace can we enter, 

only by grace can we stand; 

not by our human endeavor, 

but by the blood of the Lamb. 

Into your presence you call us, 

you call us to come. 
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Into your presence you draw us, 

and now by your grace we come, 

now by your grace we come. 

  

Text: Gerrit Gustafson 

© 1990 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music (ASCAP). All rights reserved. International © secured. 

   

 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

We pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 

A brief silence. 

Lead us in lives of integrity that reflect our commitment to you and your 

gospel, and do not allow us to become reason for others to stumble in their 

faith.  

God of grace, 

Hear our prayer. 

 

Bless all the women who have been like mothers to us in this life, and guide 

those who tend and care for others who need them.  

God of grace, 

Hear our prayer. 

 

Help us to outwardly show the Christ that lives inwardly within us,                         

especially in relation to your created world and our responsibility in it. 

Make us good stewards of your gifts and defenders of all that threatens 

your creation.  

God of grace, 

Hear our prayer. 

 

Deliver those who have been victimized by cults and sects masquerading as 

religion. Heal those who have suffered abuse at the hands of those who act 

as people of faith. Forgive us our shortcomings as a church and lead us 

forward in reconciliation. Bless all those for whom we pray this day, 

especially…(people we are praying for) 

God of grace, 

Hear our prayer. 

 

Incline your ear to our prayers and fill us with power to begin living out 
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faith, by the power of your Son our savior, Jesus Christ.  

Amen. 

 

Sharing the Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

(The congregation now takes time to exchange a greeting of peace)  

 

The Offering of our Gifts 
Love, Love, Love  

by Lois Brokering 

Laura, Harrison, Heid Chen and Kristin Young 

  

We offer to God a portion of what God has first given to us. It is a sign of 

the giving of our whole selves in grateful response for all of God’s gifts. 

 

Offertory Prayer 

Merciful God,  

Our ordinary gifts seem small for such a celebration, but you make of 

them an abundance, just as you do with our lives. Feed us again at this 

table for service in your name, in the strength of the risen Christ. 

Amen. 

 

MEAL 
The Great Thanksgiving 
 

The Lord be with you, 

And also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts, 

We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks and praise. We praise your name and join their unending 
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hymn. 
 

Holy, Holy 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might,  

heaven and earth are full of your glory 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks, broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat, this is my 

body given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 

for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray... 

 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come. 

Your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from 

the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

                                                                                                                    
The Distribution 
At St. Mark’s, all people are welcome at God’s table. No exceptions.  

We believe Jesus is in, with and under the elements. There’s a profound 

mystery and power in Holy Communion.  

We believe that Christ is present in your bread and wine/grape juice in your 

homes.  

As you eat your bread. As you drink your wine. Hear those words Jesus 

spoke to you: FOR YOU. Jesus is FOR YOU.  

In this Sacrament, receive God’s forgiveness of sin and taste God’s grace 

again. May it fill you and help you remember that on that last night, Jesus 

was thinking of you.  
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At-Home Instructions 

 

For those with loved ones, commune yourselves.  

Use the words we use when communing our saints:  

 

Bread: Body of Christ given for you. 

Wine/Grape Juice: Blood of Christ shed for you. 

 

For those alone watching worship, the presiding pastor will take a moment 

to virtually offer you the elements of Christ’s body and blood. When the 

pastor offers the body of Christ for you, receive the body. When the pastor 

offers the blood of Christ for you, receive the blood.  

 
Communion Song 
Eat This Bread (ELW 472) 

 

Jesus Christ, bread of life, 

those who come to you will not hunger. 

Jesus Christ, risen Lord, 

those who trust in you will not thirst. 

 

Text: Taizé Community 

Text © 1984 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. 

www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358  

 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

Post-Communion Prayer 
 

Blessing 
 

                                                                                                     
Sending Hymn     
Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness  (ELW 843)          

Verse 1 

Praise the One who breaks the darkness 

with a liberating light; 

praise the One who frees the pris'ners, 

turning blindness into sight. 
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Praise the One who preached the gospel, 

healing ev'ry dread disease, 

calming storms and feeding thousands 

with the very bread of peace. 

 

Verse 2 

Praise the One who blessed the children 

with a strong yet gentle word; 

praise the One who drove out demons 

with a piercing, two-edged sword. 

Praise the One who brings cool water 

to the desert's burning sand; 

from this well comes living water 

quenching thirst in ev'ry land. 

 

Verse 3 

Praise the one true love incarnate: 

Christ, who suffered in our place; 

Jesus died and rose for many  

that we may know God by grace. 

Let us sing for joy and gladness,  

seeing what our God has done. 

Praise the one redeeming glory;  

praise the One who makes us one. 

  

Text: Rusty Edwards, b. 1955 

Text © 1987 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved.  

  

Dismissal  
P: Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 

C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

 
Postlude 
Dance by Nancy Faber  

Harrison Chen - Organ 

 


