
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 

 Fifth Sunday of Easter  
May 2, 2021 

Worship Where You Are 

 
 

 

Gather, as you are able: a piece of bread or cracker, wine or juice, a Bible, a candle or flashlight, a 
bowl of water, and a cross (if you don’t have one, draw one or make one!)  
 
 

GATHER  

 The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

Welcome/Announcements  
 

 

Prelude              The Wonder of your Love by Jack and Leland Mooring and Matt Sampson 
                                                                                                          Kristin Young—Piano and Vocals   

                                                                                              Jon Ball—Guitar and Vocals 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 
 

P: We confess our sins before God and one another. 
Pause for silence and reflection. 

P: Risen Lord, 

C: We admit that we are slow to believe, and even slower to follow where you lead us. We doubt 
your promise, divide your people, and fail to proclaim the power of your resurrection. We 
choose to live small lives when you have given us the biggest gift of all: your eternal life.                  
Forgive us. Raise us up to a place where we can serve you faithfully. 

 

P: Christ is arisen, bringing gifts of life, mercy and pardon for sin! Believe that you are forgiven, and go 
out and live in the joy of your Lord’s resurrection in the power of God’s Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 

Kyrie Eleison  (ELW Setting Eight) 

Refrain: 

 Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day. 
 

C: For peace in our hearts, for peace in our home, for friends and family; 
 for life and for love, for our work and our play, 
 let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. (Refrain) 
 
 

Greeting 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be  
      with you all.   

C:  And also with you 
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Hymn of Praise                       Amazing God by Brenton Brown                     
 

Verse 1                                                                                                                                                      
We can hear it growing louder 
Songs from ev'ry nation 
Rising to Your throne 
Saints in ev'ry generation 
Singing for Your glory 
Telling what You've done 
 

Pre-Chorus 

From the north and south 
We are crying out 
There is hope in Jesus' name   

                                                                               

Chorus 

'Cause You're amazing God 
You're amazing God 
You can bear the weight of ev'ry heavy heart 
You can heal the pain 
You can clean the stain 
You can turn our tears into songs of praise 
You're amazing God 
 

Prayer of the Day 
L: Lord of all, 
C: In Jesus you have made us all sisters and brothers. Siblings of your divine covenant. 
 There is no distinction between Gentile and Jew. There is no separation between "us" 
 and "them." Blind us to our differences. Open us to the diverse world around us. We 
 ask this following the example of Jesus, in whom there is harmony and peace.  Amen. 
 
 

WORD  

Gospel Reading       Luke 2:29-32 
 

L:     The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 2nd chapter 
C:    Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

        Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, according to your word; for my eyes 
have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, a light for              
revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel." 
 

P:      The Gospel of the Lord                                                                                                                   
C:     Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Children’s Message 
 

Reading           Acts 15:1-18                

 

L:   Then certain individuals came down from Judea and were teaching the brothers, "Unless you 
are circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved." …….  
 

L:   Word of God, word of life 
C:  Thanks be to God.  
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Verse 2 
Beauty rises from the ashes 
Sorrow turns to gladness 
When our God is near 
You speak light into our darkness 
You heal the broken-hearted 
You wipe away our tears 
 

Bridge 

Songs of praise surround us 
Songs of praise surround us 
Hear it growing louder 
We are growing louder 
 

Chorus 

‘Cause You’re amazing God….. 

 
CCLI Song # 5232246 
Brenton Brown© 2008 Thankyou Music                                                                   

(Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 



Hymn of the Day               Speak O Lord by Keith Getty and Stuart Townsend 

Verse 1 
Speak O Lord as we come to You 
To receive the food of Your holy word 
Take Your truth plant it deep in us 
Shape and fashion us in Your likeness 
That the light of Christ might be seen today 
In our acts of love and our deeds of faith 
Speak O Lord and fulfill in us 
All Your purposes for Your glory 
 

Verse 2 

Teach us Lord full obedience 
Holy reverence true humility 
Test our thoughts and our attitudes 
In the radiance of Your purity 
Cause our faith to rise 
Cause our eyes to see 
Your majestic love and authority 
Words of power that can never fail 
Let their truth prevail over unbelief 
 

Prayers of Intercession 

L: We pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 
 

A brief silence. 

L: You helped changed the minds of the early disciples, guiding them towards grace and away from 
legalism. Likewise keep us focused on your wide mercy and inclusion of all, instead of the trivial 
things that would serve to keep us divided. God of all, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: As our Orthodox brothers and sisters celebrate the festival of Easter, revive our own joy at the 
news of your resurrection and fill us with the gladness of your promises. God of all, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
 

L: You have made every one of us unique, and we each have something to bring to the body of 
Christ. Help us recognize and value our particular contributions and the things which make us       
different and important. God of all, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: Unlock fixed minds and entrenched beliefs which focus on separation and keeping those with 
whom we differ at a distance. Show us the healing that needs to take place so that we can embrace 
all of ourselves, and thus embrace others. Send your Spirit’s presence to those in need,                            
especially… God of all, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
 

L: We honor Athanasius, Bishop of Alexandria and all who stand firm in their beliefs so that your 
gospel can be proclaimed. Give us the conviction of our forebears in faith. God of all, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
 

L: Incline your ear to our prayers and fill us with power to begin living out our faith, by the power of 
your Son our savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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Verse 3 
Speak O Lord and renew our minds 
Help us grasp the heights of Your plans for us 
Truths unchanged from the dawn of time 
That will echo down through eternity 
And by grace we'll stand on Your promises 
And by faith we'll walk as You walk with us 
Speak O Lord till Your church is built 
And the earth is filled with Your glory 

CCLI Song # 4615235 
Keith Getty | Stuart Townend 
© 2005 Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 



Sharing the Peace  
P:   The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C:  And also with you.                                                                                                                  
         (The congregation now takes time to exchange a greeting  of peace) 

 

The Offering of our Gifts - Your Grace is Enough by Matt Maher    Kristin Young - Piano/Vocals  

                           Jon Ball - Guitar/Vocals 

 
 

We offer to God a portion of what God has first given to us. It is a sign of the giving of our whole selves in grateful 
response for all of God’s gifts.                    
 13 
  

Offertory Prayer           
              

P:   Merciful God, 
C:  Our ordinary gifts seem small for such a celebration, but you make of them an abundance,   

       just as you do with our lives. Feed us again at this table for service in your name, in the  
       strength of the risen Christ.  Amen. 
  
 

 

The Great Thanksgiving 

 
P:  The Lord be with you, 
C:  And also with you. 
 

P:  Lift up your hearts, 
C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C:   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy that we should at all times and in all places give 
 thanks and praise…..We praise your name and join their unending hymn.      
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Holy, Holy     
   

 Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
 God of power and might,  
 heaven and earth are full of your glory 
 Hosanna in the highest. 
 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 
 

 
P:   In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
        thanks, broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
        Take and eat, this is my body given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
        Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,  
        saying:  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all    
        people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

P:   Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray...  

C:     Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come. Your will be done on 
 earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 
 who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 
 the power,  and the glory are yours, now and forever.  Amen       
 

The Distribution  

• At St. Mark’s, all people are welcome at God’s table. No exceptions.  
• We believe Jesus is in, with and under the elements. There’s a profound mystery and 

power in Holy Communion.  
• We believe that Christ is present in your bread and wine/grape juice in your homes.  
• As you eat your bread. As you drink your wine. Hear those words Jesus spoke to you: 

FOR YOU. Jesus is FOR YOU.  
• In this Sacrament, receive God’s forgiveness of sin and taste God’s grace again. May it 

fill you and help you remember that on that last night, Jesus was thinking of you.  

                                                                                                                                                                    

At Home Instructions 

For those watching worship with loved ones, commune each other.  
Use the words we use when communing our saints:  

 
 

For the bread: “Body of Christ given for you.” 
For the wine/grape Juice: “Blood of Christ shed for you.” 

 
 

        For those watching worship alone, the presiding pastor will take a 
                         moment to virtually offer you the elements of Christ’s body and blood.                                                                           
                  When the pastor offers the body of Christ for you, receive the body.                                           
                 When the pastor offers the blood of Christ for you, receive the blood.                                                                        
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Communion Song                             Eat This Bread                                           ELW 472 

Jesus Christ, bread of life, 
 those who come to you will not hunger. 
 Jesus Christ, risen Lord, 
 those who trust in you will not thirst. 
 
Text: Taizé Community 
Text © 1984 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications Inc., agent.  
7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358  

  

SENDING  

 God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 
 

Post Communion Prayer 
 

Blessing 
 

Sending Hymn         Grace Alone by Scott Wesley Brown and Jeff Nelson            

  

Verse 1 
Ev'ry promise we can make 
Ev'ry prayer and step of faith 
Ev'ry diff'rence we will make 
Is only by His grace 
Ev'ry mountain we will climb 
Ev'ry ray of hope we shine 
Ev'ry blessing left behind 
Is only by His grace 
 
Chorus 
     Grace alone which God supplies 

Strength unknown He will provide 
Christ in us our Cornerstone 
We will go forth in grace alone 

 
CLI Song # 2335524 
Jeff Nelson | Scott Wesley Brown 
© 1998 Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publishing (Admin. by Brentwood-Benson Music Publishing, Inc.) 

 
Dismissal 

P: Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
C:   Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

 
Postlude             The Trees of the Field                    Kristin Young - Piano & Vocals                            

                 Jon Bell - Guitar & Vocals                                                    
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Verse 2 
Ev'ry soul we long to reach 
Ev'ry heart we hope to teach 
Ev'rywhere we share His peace 
Is only by His grace 
Ev'ry loving word we say 
Ev'ry tear we wipe away 
Ev'ry sorrow turned to praise 
Is only by His grace 


