
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 

 Third Sunday of Easter  
April 18, 2021 

Worship Where You Are 

 
 

 

Gather, as you are able: a piece of bread or cracker, wine or juice, a Bible, a candle or flashlight, a 
bowl of water, and a cross (if you don’t have one, draw one or make one!)  
 
 

GATHER  

 The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 

Welcome/Announcements  

 
 

Prelude                Andante Cantabile by Guiseppi Tartini; Lou Parker - Oboe 

 

  

Confession and Forgiveness 
 

P: We confess our sins before God and one another. 
Pause for silence and reflection. 

P: Risen Lord, 

C: We admit that we are slow to believe, and even slower to follow where you lead us. We doubt 
your promise, divide your people, and fail to proclaim the power of your resurrection. We 
choose to live small lives when you have given us the biggest gift of all: your eternal life.                  
Forgive us. Raise us up to a place where we can serve you faithfully. 

 

P: Christ is arisen, bringing gifts of life, mercy and pardon for sin! Believe that you are forgiven, and go 
out and live in the joy of your Lord’s resurrection in the power of God’s Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 

Kyrie Eleison  (ELW Setting Eight) 

Refrain: 

 Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day. 
 

C:  That we may live out your impassioned response to the hungry and the poor; 
   that we may live out truth and justice and grace, 
 let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. (Refrain) 
 
 

Greeting 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be  
      with you all.   

C:  And also with you 
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Gathering Hymn                        Listen, God is Calling                                    ELW   513 

Refrain 
 (Listen,) 

listen, God is calling, through the Word inviting, 
 offering forgiveness, comfort and joy. 
 (Listen,)  

listen, God is calling, through the Word inviting, 
 offering forgiveness, comfort and joy. 
 

1 (Jesus gave his mandate:) 
 share the good news 
 (that he came to save us) 
 and set us free.  Refrain 
 

Prayer of the Day 
L:     Holy Parent,  
C:    Your strong word brings life and love, justice and peace. Give us courage to speak out   
         in the fear of injustice and opposition, confident that you will strengthen us by the      
         power of your Holy Spirit. Increase our faith to serve those in need, and help us to be    
         your messengers of abundant love.  AMEN 
 

WORD  

Gospel Reading       Luke 23:33-34a, 46   

L:    The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 23rd chapter 
C:   Glory to you, O Lord. 
  When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with the 

criminals, one on his right and one on his left……..  

 

P:     The Gospel of the Lord                                                                                                                   
C:     Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Children’s Message 

 

Reading         Acts 6:1-7:2a, 44-60                

 

L:  Now during those days, when the disciples were increasing in number, the Hellenists                    
      complained against the Hebrews because their widows were being  neglected in the daily              
      distribution of food. …….  
 

L:   Word of God, word of life 
C:  Thanks be to God.  
 

Sermon               Pastor Charisse Jensen       
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2 (Let none be forgotten) 
 throughout the world. 
 (In the triune name of God) 
 go and baptize.  Refrain 
 
3 (Help us to be faithful,) 
 standing steadfast, 
 (walking in your precepts,) 
 led by your Word.  Refrain 
 
Text: Tanzanian traditional; tr. Howard S. Olson, b. 1922 
Text © 1968 Lutheran Theological College, Makumira, Tanzania, admin.       

Augsburg Fortress. 
 

 



Hymn of the Day                                  Thy Word                                    WP  144 

Chorus 
Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet 
And a light unto my path 
Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet 
And a light unto my path 
 

Verse 1 
When I feel afraid 
And I think I've lost my way 
Still You're there right beside me 
Nothing will I fear 
As long as You are near 
Please be near me to the end 

Prayers of Intercession 

L: We pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 

A brief silence. 

L: Stephen spoke your truth with conviction, and the people rejected him. May we find the strength 
that transcends our desire not to lose popularity, approval, or our own security for the sake of your 
gospel’s justice.                      

 God of wisdom, 
C: Hear our prayer. 
 
L: The early church’s neglect of their widows demonstrates how easily even we people of faith                   

forget to care for the vulnerable among us. Keep us mindful of others’ needs amid our many                     
competing concerns.                                

 God of wisdom, 
C: Hear our prayer. 
 
L: Stones meant to strengthen, protect, and build up can also be used to destroy and kill. May we 

choose intelligent ways of employing your resources for the benefit of all, and not plundering 
them for our own selfish purposes.  

 God of wisdom, 
C: Hear our prayer. 
 
L: Protect those who are endangered by the physically, emotionally and spiritually abusive, and help 

them to escape unsafe environments where their well-being is threatened. Heal the sick in body 
and soul, especially… God of wisdom, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
 
L: For Stephen and all faithful martyrs we give you thanks, and look to their faithful examples of 

how to live as your followers.                                                 
 God of wisdom, 
C:  Hear our prayer. 
 
L: Incline your ear to our prayers and fill us with power to begin living out our faith, by the power of 
 your Son our savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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Verse 2 
I will not forget 
Your love for me and yet 
My heart forever is wandering 
Jesus be my guide 
And hold me to Your side 
I will love You to the end 
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© 1984 Meadowgreen Music Company (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)                                                                                                                                      
Word Music, LLC (Admin. by WB Music Corp.)                                                                                                                                                                                              
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Sharing the Peace  
P:   The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C:  And also with you.                                                                                                                  
         (The congregation now takes time to exchange a greeting  of peace) 

 

The Offering of our Gifts - Adagio by Allen Ridout; Lou Parker - Oboe 
 
 

We offer to God a portion of what God has first given to us. It is a sign of the giving of our whole selves in grateful 
response for all of God’s gifts.                    
      

Offertory Prayer                     

P:   Merciful God, 
C:  Our ordinary gifts seem small for such a celebration, but you make of them an abundance,   
       just as you do with our lives. Feed us again at this table for service in your name, in the  
       strength of the risen Christ.  Amen. 
  
 

 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 

P:  The Lord be with you, 
C:  And also with you. 
 

P:  Lift up your hearts, 

C:  We lift them to the Lord. 

 

P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C:   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy that we should at all times and in all places give 
 thanks and praise…..We praise your name and join their unending hymn.      
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Holy, Holy       
 

 Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
 God of power and might,  
 heaven and earth are full of your glory 
 Hosanna in the highest. 
 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 Hosanna in the highest.                                                                                                                
 
P:   In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
        thanks, broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
        Take and eat, this is my body given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
        Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,  
        saying:  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all    
        people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

P:   Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray...  

C:     Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come. Your will be done on 
 earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 
 who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 
 the power,  and the glory are yours, now and forever.  Amen       
 

The Distribution  

• At St. Mark’s, all people are welcome at God’s table. No exceptions.  
• We believe Jesus is in, with and under the elements. There’s a profound mystery and 

power in Holy Communion.  
• We believe that Christ is present in your bread and wine/grape juice in your homes.  
• As you eat your bread. As you drink your wine. Hear those words Jesus spoke to you: 

FOR YOU. Jesus is FOR YOU.  
• In this Sacrament, receive God’s forgiveness of sin and taste God’s grace again. May it 

fill you and help you remember that on that last night, Jesus was thinking of you.  

                                                                                                                                                                    

At Home Instructions 

For those watching worship with loved ones, commune each other.  
Use the words we use when communing our saints:  

 

For the bread: “Body of Christ given for you.” 
For the wine/grape Juice: “Blood of Christ shed for you.” 

 

        For those watching worship alone, the presiding pastor will take a 
                         moment to virtually offer you the elements of Christ’s body and blood.                                                                           

                  When the pastor offers the body of Christ for you, receive the body.                                           

                 When the pastor offers the blood of Christ for you, receive the blood.                                                                        
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Communion Song                             Eat This Bread                                           ELW 472 

Jesus Christ, bread of life, 
 those who come to you will not hunger. 
 Jesus Christ, risen Lord, 
 those who trust in you will not thirst. 
 
Text: Taizé Community 
Text © 1984 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications Inc., agent.  
7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358  

  

SENDING  

 God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 
 

Post Communion Prayer 
 

Blessing 
 

Sending Hymn                  Take My Life, That I May Be                                       ELW 583 
Refrain 
 Take my life, that I may be 
 consecrated, Lord, to thee; 
 take my moments and my days; 
 let them flow in ceaseless praise. 
 

1 Take my hands and let them move 
 at the impulse of thy love; 
 take my feet and let them be 
 swift and beautiful for thee.  Refrain 
 

2 Take my silver and my gold, 
 not a mite would I withhold; 
 take my intellect and use 
 ev'ry pow'r as thou shalt choose.  Refrain  
 

3 Take my voice and let me sing 
 always, only for my King; 
 take my lips and let them be 
 filled with messages from thee.  Refrain  
 

4 Take my will and make it thine; 
 it shall be no longer mine; 
 take my heart, it is thine own; 
 it shall be thy royal throne.  Refrain 
 
 

Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836-1879, adap. 

 

Dismissal 

P: Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
C:   Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 

Postlude      Festive Trumpet Tune by David German; Lou Parker - Oboe 
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