
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 

 Fifth Sunday in Lent 
March 21, 2021 

Worship Where You Are 

Sunday at 10:00 a.m. 
 

Gather, as you are able: a piece of bread or cracker, wine or juice, a Bible, a candle or flashlight, a 
bowl of water, and a cross (if you don’t have one, draw one or make one!)  
 
 

GATHER  

 The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 

Welcome/Announcements  
 

Prelude     O Lord by Paul Mabury and Joe Williams               Courtney Eberly - Vocalist 
 

Litany for Lent 
P:  Holy God, we struggle so hard to be accepted, to be liked, to be recognized, that we are blind 
 to the needs of others, and our hearts and minds are closed to your goodness and love for all.  
C:  Lord, fix our gaze on you.  
 
P:  Your love is for all, your acceptance and grace are real, yet we doubt our worth when our                 
 journey is hard. We complain and grumble and turn inward. 
C:   Lord, fix our gaze on you. 
 
P:  We admire those saints who seem fearless and climb trees, or shout until you hear them. Help 
 us be energized with your holy spirit and keep us steadfast in your word. 
C:   Lord, fix our gaze on you. 
 
P:  Holy God, fix our gaze on you to rise above our humanness. May we serve  you with holy                   
 spirit fire and joy. Help us to be your church on earth to a weary and hurting world.  
C:  Amen   
                                               
               

Kyrie:  

Refrain –   Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy on me. 
                  Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy on me. 
 

Verse 1 –   Bless all who gather in your name as we live to share your love. 
                  The journey of life is a winding road, keep us steadfast in your truth.  
 

Verse 2 –   Each day grant us strength and guide our steps on the road to unity.  
                  Give us peace and hope to sustain our walk, in the way of life and love.   
 

Greeting 
 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be   
       with you all.   
C:  And also with you 
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Gathering Hymn               Be Thou My Vision                                      ELW 793 

1 Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 
 naught be all else to me, save that thou art: 
 thou my best thought both by day and by night, 
 waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 
 
2 Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word; 
 I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord. 
 Thou my soul's shelter, and thou my high tow'r, 
 raise thou me heav'nward, O Pow'r of my pow'r. 
 

Text: Irish, 8th cent.; vers. Eleanor H. Hull, 1860-1935, alt.; tr. Mary E. Byrne, 1880-193 
 

Prayer of the Day 
L: Lord of the lost, 
C:  We are quick to judge and slow to accept those whom we consider lower than ourselves. 
 But you show us a different approach. A different way. The way of acceptance,                           
 forgiveness, and compassion. Guide our steps to follow your teachings and example, for 
 the sake of the one who is the essence of love itself, Jesus Christ our loving Lord. Amen. 
 

WORD  

Reading          Psalm 84:1-4; 10-12 

 How lovely is your dwelling place, O LORD of hosts!....... 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

L:     Word of God, word of life. 
C:    Thanks be to God. 
 

Children’s Message 

 

 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel                    Luke 18:31-19:10 

     

P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 18th chapter 
ALL:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
 

P:  Then he took the twelve aside and said to them, "See, we are going up to Jerusalem, and             
 everything that is written about the Son of Man by the prophets will be accomplished.….. 

 
P: The Gospel of the Lord 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon                                                                    Pastor Patrick Fish 
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3 Riches I heed not, nor vain, empty praise, 
 thou mine inheritance, now and always: 
 thou and thou only, the first in my heart, 
 great God of heaven, my treasure thou art. 
 

4 Light of my soul, after victory won, 
 may I reach heaven's joys, O heaven's Sun! 
 Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 
 still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 
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Hymn of the Day                             O Master, Let Me Walk With You           ELW 818 

1 O Master, let me walk with you 
 in lowly paths of service true; 
 tell me your secret; help me bear 
 the strain of toil, the fret of care. 
 

2 Help me the slow of heart to move 
 by some clear, winning word of love; 
 teach me the wayward feet to stay, 
 and guide them in the homeward way. 
 

                                                            

 

Prayers of Intercession 

L: We pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 

A brief silence. 

L: Restorer of sight to the blind, sharpen our own eyes to see the places where we are needed, and to 
see ourselves as you see us: gifted servants and beloved children.  

 God of love, 
C: Hear our prayer. 
 
L: Forgiver of sin, you didn’t judge a man for his past offenses, but rather saw the true heart within, 

enabling him to become the person he was truly created to be. May we, like Zacchaeus, be open 
to the transforming power of your forgiveness.  

 God of love, 
C: Hear our prayer. 
 

L: We repent of the ways we have abused and destroyed this earth, O Lord, and ask for strength and 
wisdom to work toward preserving what remains, for the sake of all living things.  

 God of love, 
C: Hear our prayer. 
 

L: Cure us of our own blindness to love and release us from the temptation to serve ourselves alone. 
Grant healing and mercy to all those who need it…  

 God of love, 
C: Hear our prayer. 
 

L: We remember Thomas Cranmer, martyr and reformer of your Church, and pray for the strength to 
stand by our witness to your gospel, even in the face of opposition.  

 God of love, 
C: Hear our prayer. 
 

L: You hear all your children’s prayers and gather the lost into your loving arms. Teach us to put our 
trust in you, and in our Lord and savior Jesus Christ.  

 

C: Amen. 
 
 

3 Teach me your patience; share with me 
 a closer, dearer company, 
 in work that keeps faith sweet and strong, 
 in trust that triumphs over wrong, 
 

4 In hope that sends a shining ray 
 far down the future's broad'ning way, 
 in peace that only you can give; 
 with you, O Master, let me live. 
 
Text: Washington Gladden, 1836-1918, alt.  



 

Sharing the Peace  
P:   The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C:  And also with you.                                                                                                                  
         (The congregation now takes time to exchange a greeting  of peace) 
 

The Offering of our Gifts - Rescue by Lauren Daigle, Paul Mabury, Jason Ingram;   Courtney Eberly 

                 Vocalist  
 

We offer to God a portion of what God has first given to us. It is a sign of the giving of our whole selves in grateful 
response for all of God’s gifts.                    
      
       

Offertory Prayer                     

P:   We honor,  
C:  Your word when we live according to your ways. Accept these offerings which we present                
       to you for the sake of your work in the world, in the power of your Spirit. Amen. 
  
 
 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 

 

P:  The Lord be with you, 
C:  And also with you. 
 

P:  Lift up your hearts, 
C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy that we should at all times and in all places give 
 thanks and praise….. We praise your name and join their unending hymn. 
 

 

Holy, Holy                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
 

C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

 God of power and might,  

 heaven and earth are full of your glory 

 Hosanna in the highest. 

 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

 Hosanna in the highest. 
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Eucharistic Prayer 
P: In the night in which he was betrayed…. 
 Again, after supper, he took the cup….. 
 

 To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy church,  now 
 and forever. Amen. 
 

P:      Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray... 
C:    Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come. Your will be done 

 on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive 
 those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the 
 kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen       

 

The Distribution  

• At St. Mark’s, all people are welcome at God’s table. No exceptions.  
• We believe Jesus is in, with and under the elements. There’s a profound mystery and power 

in Holy Communion.  
• We believe that Christ is present in your bread and wine/grape juice in your homes.  
• As you eat your bread. As you drink your wine. Hear those words Jesus spoke to you: FOR 

YOU. Jesus is FOR YOU.  
• In this Sacrament, receive God’s forgiveness of sin and taste God’s grace again. May it fill 

you and help you remember that on that last night, Jesus was thinking of you.  

 

At Home Instructions 

For those with loved ones, commune yourselves.  

Use the words we use when communing our saints:  
 

Bread: Body of Christ given for you 
Wine/Grape Juice: Blood of Christ shed for you. 

 

        For those alone watching worship, the presiding pastor will take a 
                         moment to virtually offer you the elements of Christ’s body and blood.                                                                           

                  When the pastor offers the body of Christ for you, receive the body.                                           

                 When the pastor offers the blood of Christ for you, receive the blood.                                                                        

                                              

Communion Song                          Lamb of God                         ELW  195 

 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
 have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
 have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
 grant us peace, grant us peace. 
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SENDING  

 God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 

Post Communion Prayer 

Blessing 

Sending Hymn              In The Cross Of Christ I Glory             ELW 324 
 

1 In the cross of Christ I glory, 
 tow'ring o'er the wrecks of time. 
 All the light of sacred story 
 gathers round its head sublime. 
 
2 When the woes of life o'ertake me, 
 hopes deceive, and fears annoy, 
 never shall the cross forsake me; 
 lo, it glows with peace and joy. 
 
 
 
Text: John Bowring, 1792-1872 

  
 

Dismissal 

L:   Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
C:  Thanks be to God!     
 

Postlude                  There is a Fountain  arranged by Mark Hayes 
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3 When the sun of bliss is beaming 
 light and love upon my way, 
 from the cross the radiance streaming 
 adds more luster to the day. 
 
4 Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure, 
 by the cross are sanctified; 
 peace is there that knows no measure, 
 joys that through all time abide. 


