
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 

 Third Sunday in Lent 
March 7, 2021 

Worship Where You Are 

Sunday at 10:00 a.m. 
 

Gather, as you are able: a piece of bread or cracker, wine or juice, a Bible, a candle or flashlight, a 
bowl of water, and a cross (if you don’t have one, draw one or make one!)  
 

GATHER  

 The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 

Welcome/Announcements  
 

Prelude                     Largo by George Frederic Handel                        Kurt Muth - Violinist

                   

Litany for Lent 

P:  Holy God, you desire our faithfulness, and we are so human. We fail you so often in our day      
 to day lives and let so many things get in the way of our commitment and devotion to you. 
 Turn our hearts back to you so we can flourish in your mercy and goodness. 
C:  Lord, guide our steps 
 

P: Holy One, forgive us when we miss the beauty that is right before us in our  friends, families, 
 children, parents, or spouses because we are too busy, or too important to notice. Open our 
 eyes and minds and hearts to the love and beauty you have provided. 
C:  Lord, guide our hearts 
 

P:  So often we feel that time spent with you is less than our long lists of things to do. Jesus 
 showed us all about the power of prayer and spending time in  your presence, yet we forget.  
C:    Lord, guide our minds 
 

P:   Holy God, during this Lenten journey, nourish us with your holy presence so we can bear your 
 fruits of love, justice, hope, peace, and goodness to a weary world.  
C: Amen 
                                                 
               

Kyrie:  

Refrain –   Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy on me. 
                  Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy on me. 
 

Verse 1 –   Bless all who gather in your name as we live to share your love. 
                  The journey of life is a winding road, keep us steadfast in your truth.  
 

Verse 2 –   Each day grant us strength and guide our steps on the road to unity.  
                  Give us peace and hope to sustain our walk, in the way of life and love.   
 

Greeting 
 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be   
       with you all.   
C:  And also with you 

 Page 1                                                         



Gathering Hymn    Lord of All Hopefulness                                  ELW 765 

1 Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy, 
 whose trust, ever child-like, no cares could destroy: 
 be there at our waking, and give us, we pray, 
 your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day. 
 
2 Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith, 
     whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and the lathe: 
 be there at our labors, and give us, we pray, 

your strength in our hearts, Lord, at the noon of the day. 
 
3 Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace, 
 your hands swift to welcome, your arms to embrace: 
 be there at our homing, and give us, we pray, 
 your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day. 
 
4 Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm, 
 whose voice is contentment, whose presence is balm: 
 be there at our sleeping, and give us, we pray, 
 your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day. 
 
Text: Jan Struther, 1901-1953 
Text © Oxford University Press 1931. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
L: Rejoicing Father, 
C:  You celebrate when one of your lost children is found because no one is worthless to 
 you. We stand humbled and in awe that you would count us among your most prized 
 possessions. Give us eyes to see the priceless value of every living soul, for the sake of the 
 one who became human for the sake of our souls, Jesus Christ our seeker. Amen.  
 

WORD  

Reading          Psalm   119:167-176 

L: My soul keeps your decrees; I love them exceedingly. …..  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

L:     Word of God, word of life. 
C:    Thanks be to God. 
 

Children’s Message 
 

Holy Gospel                    Luke 15:1-32 
    

P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 15th chapter 
ALL:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
 

P:  Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to him. ….. 
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord 

C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon                                                                 Pastor Patrick Fish 
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Hymn of the Day                             Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound     ELW 779                                       
 

1 Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, 
 that saved a wretch like me! 
 I once was lost, but now am found; 
 was blind, but now I see. 
 
2 ’Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 
 and grace my fears relieved; 
 how precious did that grace appear 
 the hour I first believed! 
 
 

 
Text: John Newton, 1725-1807 

                                                              

Prayers of Intercession 

L: We pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 

A brief silence. 

L: We are sorry for all the things which we allow to come between ourselves and others, and                         
between ourselves and you, O Lord. Give us a clean slate and another chance to build our                     
relationships and renew our souls.           

 Merciful God, 
C: Hear our prayer. 
 

L: Be with all the children around the world who are lost to their families and whose fate is                          
unknown. Protect the innocent, comfort the bereaved, bring loved ones back together, and bring 
perpetrators to justice for their unspeakable deeds.  

 Merciful God, 
C: Hear our prayer. 
 

L: Forgive us for all the species which have gone extinct on our watch, blessed creator. Make us                   
diligent workers to guard the precious life upon this planet, with whom we are so closely bound.                             
Merciful God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
 

L: Hearts need healing as much as bodies. Bring us to a state of repentance which opens us to your 
Spirit’s renewal and restores lost connections. Heal all those who ask for your help, especially…                                             
Merciful God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
 

L: We remember Perpetua and Felicity, and all those who gave themselves as martyrs for the sake of 
your gospel. Give us faith as solid in your promises of redemption and eternal life.  

 Merciful God, 
C: Hear our prayer. 
 

L: You hear all your children’s prayers and gather the lost into your loving arms. Teach us to put our 
trust in you, and in our Lord and savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

 
                                                                                                                                                                      

3 Through many dangers, toils, and snares 
 I have already come; 
 ’tis grace has brought me safe thus far, 
 and grace will lead me home. 
 
4 The Lord has promised good to me; 
 his word my hope secures; 
 he will my shield and portion be 
 as long as life endures. 



 

Sharing the Peace  
P:   The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C:  And also with you.                                                                                                                  
         (The congregation now takes time to exchange a greeting  of peace) 
 

The Offering of our Gift              Serenade by Franz Schubert                   Kurt Muth - Violinist 

We offer to God a portion of what God has first given to us. It is a sign of the giving of our whole selves in grateful 
response for all of God’s gifts.                    
      
       

Offertory Prayer                     

P:   We honor,  
C:  Your word when we live according to your ways. Accept these offerings which we present                
       to you for the sake of your work in the world, in the power of your Spirit. Amen. 
  
 
 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 
 

P:  The Lord be with you, 
C:  And also with you. 
 

P:  Lift up your hearts, 
C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy that we should at all times and in all places give 
 thanks and praise….. We praise your name and join their unending hymn. 
 

 

Holy, Holy                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
 

C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

 God of power and might,  

 heaven and earth are full of your glory 

 Hosanna in the highest. 

 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

 Hosanna in the highest. 

 
 
 

  
       

           

Page 4   



Eucharistic Prayer 
P: In the night in which he was betrayed…. 
 Again, after supper, he took the cup….. 
 

 To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy church,  now 
 and forever. Amen. 
 

P:      Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray... 
C:    Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come. Your will be done 

 on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive 
 those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the 
 kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen       

 

The Distribution  

• At St. Mark’s, all people are welcome at God’s table. No exceptions.  
• We believe Jesus is in, with and under the elements. There’s a profound mystery and power 

in Holy Communion.  
• We believe that Christ is present in your bread and wine/grape juice in your homes.  
• As you eat your bread. As you drink your wine. Hear those words Jesus spoke to you: FOR 

YOU. Jesus is FOR YOU.  
• In this Sacrament, receive God’s forgiveness of sin and taste God’s grace again. May it fill 

you and help you remember that on that last night, Jesus was thinking of you.  

 

At Home Instructions 

For those with loved ones, commune yourselves.  

Use the words we use when communing our saints:  
 

Bread: Body of Christ given for you 
Wine/Grape Juice: Blood of Christ shed for you. 

 

        For those alone watching worship, the presiding pastor will take a 
                         moment to virtually offer you the elements of Christ’s body and blood.                                                                           

                  When the pastor offers the body of Christ for you, receive the body.                                           

                 When the pastor offers the blood of Christ for you, receive the blood.                                                                        

                                              

Communion Song                          Lamb of God                         ELW  195 

 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
 have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
 have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
 grant us peace, grant us peace. 
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SENDING  

 God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 

Post Communion Prayer 

Blessing 

Sending Hymn                Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us             ELW 789 
 

1 Savior, like a shepherd lead us; 
 much we need your tender care. 
 In your pleasant pastures feed us, 
 for our use your fold prepare. 
 Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, 
 you have bought us; we are yours. 
 Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, 
 you have bought us; we are yours. 
 

2 We are yours; in love befriend us, 
 be the guardian of our way; 
 keep your flock, from sin defend us, 
 seek us when we go astray. 
 Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, 
 hear us children when we pray. 
 Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, 
 hear us children when we pray. 
 

 

Text: attr. Dorothy A. Thrupp, 1779-1847 

 
Dismissal 

L:   Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
C:  Thanks be to God!     

 
Postlude                                Adante by Francis Thome’                        Kurt Muth - Violinist    
                                                   

                                                  

 

                 

 

 

 

 

 

3 You have promised to receive us, 
 poor and sinful though we be; 
 you have mercy to relieve us, 
 grace to cleanse, and pow'r to free. 
 Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, 
 early let us turn to you. 
 Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, 
 early let us turn to you. 
 
4 Early let us seek your favor, 
 early let us do your will; 
 blessed Lord and only Savior, 
 with your love our spirits fill. 
 Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, 
 you have loved us, love us still. 
 Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, 
 you have loved us, love us still. 


