
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 

First Sunday in Lent 
February 21, 2021 

Worship Where You Are 

Sunday at 10:00 a.m. 
 

Gather, as you are able: a piece of bread or cracker, wine or juice, a Bible, a candle or flashlight, a 
bowl of water, and a cross (if you don’t have one, draw one or make one!)  
 

GATHER  

 The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

Greeting 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all.   

C:  And also with you 
 

Welcome/Announcements  
 

Prelude                      Fairest Lord Jesus                     Annie D’amico-Vargas, flute 

Litany for Lent 

L:  Holy God, Our days seem long, our focus is on staying safe and healthy. So many feel isolated 
 and alone. May we find our path back to you and our neighbor. 

P:  Lord, walk with us.  
 

L:  Your holy love seems distant and non-abundant. Yet your people are in need of the hope your 
 abundant love brings.  
P:  Lord, love through us. 
 

L:  Our Lenten journey seems difficult and not worth our limited energy and effort. Somehow,  
 Jesus walked all the way to calvary.  
P:  Lord sustain our faith, and strengthen us.  
 

L:  Holy God, during this Lenten season, give us the grace to rise above our human weakness. 
 Nourish us with you Holy Word and strengthen us with your Holy Spirit. Make us one with 
 you.  
C: Amen 
                                                 
               

Kyrie:  

Refrain – Lord, have mercy, Christ, have mercy, Lord, have Mercy on me 
                 Lord, have mercy, Christ have mercy, Lord, have mercy on me. 
 

Verse 1 – Bless all who gather in your name as we live to share your love. 
                  The journey of life is a winding road, keep us steadfast in your truth.  
 

Verse 2 – Each day grant us strength and guide our steps on the road to unity.  
                Give us peace and hope to sustain our walk, in the way of life and love.   
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Gathering Hymn    Here I am to Worship             
 

Verse 1 

Light of the world 
You stepped down into darkness 
Opened my eyes let me see 
Beauty that made 
This heart adore You 
Hope of a life spent with You 

 

Chorus 

So here I am to worship 
Here I am to bow down 
Here I am to say that You're my God 
And You're altogether lovely 
Altogether worthy 
Altogether wonderful to me 

 
CCLI Song # 3266032; Tim Hughes © 2000 Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com                                                                                                                                              
CCLI License # 606489                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
 

Prayer of the Day 
L:  Compassionate God, 
C: How easily you love those who look unlovable to us! How readily you welcome                                  
 undesirables into your home! How slow we are to follow your example. Turn our hearts 
 toward all who are  considered outcast, shunned, and unclean so that we may love our 
 neighbor without pity or apathy, for the sake of the one who became flesh to cleanse the 
 world of sin and death forever, Jesus Christ our redeemer. Amen  
 

WORD  

Reading          Psalm 15      

L: O LORD, who may abide in your tent? Who may dwell on your holy hill?….. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

L:     Word of God, word of life. 

C:    Thanks be to God. 
 

Children’s Message 
 

Holy Gospel                    Luke 10:25-42 
    

P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 10th chapter 
ALL:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
 

P: Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. . …. 
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon                                                                         Pastor Patrick Fish 
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Verse 2 

King of all days 
Oh so highly exalted 
Glorious in heaven above 
Humbly You came 
To the earth You created 
All for love's sake became poor 

 

Bridge 

And I'll never know how much it cost 
To see God’s love upon that cross 
And I'll never know how much it cost 
To see God’s love upon that cross 

https://songselect.ccli.com/about/termsofuse
http://www.ccli.com/
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Hymn of the Day                Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us With Your Love                         ELW  708  
 

Refrain 
 Jesu, Jesu, 

fill us with your love, 
 show us how to serve  

the neighbors we have from you. 
 

1 Kneels at the feet of his friends, 
 silently washes their feet, 
 master who acts as a slave to them.  Refrain 
 

2 Neighbors are wealthy and poor, 
 varied in color and race, 
 neighbors are near us and far away.  Refrain 
 

Prayers of Intercession 

L: We pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 

A brief silence. 

L: You made your followers uncomfortable, O Lord, when you invited them to look beyond their 
closest circles of belonging and serve all your children. In the same way shake up our restricted 
views and open us to a bigger life where anything is possible with you. Compassionate God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

 

L: There is need of only one thing: you and your unbounded love. Show us clearly the power of               
accepting the other and seeing ourselves in each person we encounter.                                                                                                                        
Compassionate God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
 

L: You invite us to walk gently upon the earth, treating creation as our home. Give us vision in how 
we live on this planet and strengthen our efforts to protect and preserve all that you have made.                            
Compassionate God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
 
L: Make us present to those who need our help and show us a world beyond the confines of our com-

fort zone. Use us as healing ambassadors to all whom we encounter, and send your blessing to 
those whom we name today…,Compassionate God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
 
L: Make us one with all the saints of every time and place, and inspire the deeds of our lives with 

their example of passion and faithfulness. Compassionate God, 
C: Hear our prayer. 
 
L: You hear all your children’s prayers and gather the lost into your loving arms. Teach us to put our 

trust in you, and in our Lord and savior Jesus Christ.  
C: Amen. 
 

Sharing the Peace  
P:   The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C:  And also with you.                                                                                                                  
         (The congregation now takes time to exchange a greeting  of peace) 
 
 

3 These are the ones we will serve, 
 these are the ones we will love; 
 all these are neighbors to us and you.  Refrain 
 

4 Kneel at the feet of our friends, 
 silently washing their feet: 
 this is the way we will live with you.  Refrain 
 
Text: Tom Colvin, 1925-2000, alt. 
Text © 1969 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.                                           



 

The Offering of our Gifts -       Adagio by Tomaso Albonini              Annie D’amico-Vargas, Flute     

 

We offer to God a portion of what God has first given to us. It is a sign of the giving of our whole selves in grateful 
response for all of God’s gifts.                    
      
       

Offertory Prayer                     

P:   We honor,  
C:  Your word when we live according to your ways. Accept these offerings which we present                
       to you for the sake of your work in the world, in the power of your Spirit. Amen. 
  
 
 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 
 

P:  The Lord be with you, 
C:  And also with you. 
 

P:  Lift up your hearts, 
C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy that we should at all times and in all places give 
 thanks and praise….. We praise your name and join their unending hymn. 
 
 

 

 

Holy, Holy                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
 

C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

 God of power and might,  

 heaven and earth are full of your glory 

 Hosanna in the highest. 

 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

 Hosanna in the highest. 
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Eucharistic Prayer 
P: In the night in which he was betrayed…. 
 Again, after supper, he took the cup….. 
 

 To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy church,  now 
 and forever. Amen. 
 

P:      Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray... 
C:    Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come. Your will be done 

 on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive 
 those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the 
 kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen       

 

The Distribution  

• At St. Mark’s, all people are welcome at God’s table. No exceptions.  
• We believe Jesus is in, with and under the elements. There’s a profound mystery and power 

in Holy Communion.  
• We believe that Christ is present in your bread and wine/grape juice in your homes.  
• As you eat your bread. As you drink your wine. Hear those words Jesus spoke to you: FOR 

YOU. Jesus is FOR YOU.  
• In this Sacrament, receive God’s forgiveness of sin and taste God’s grace again. May it fill 

you and help you remember that on that last night, Jesus was thinking of you.  

 

At Home Instructions 

For those with loved ones, commune yourselves.  

Use the words we use when communing our saints:  
 

Bread: Body of Christ given for you 
Wine/Grape Juice: Blood of Christ shed for you. 

 

        For those alone watching worship, the presiding pastor will take a 
                         moment to virtually offer you the elements of Christ’s body and blood.                                                                           

                  When the pastor offers the body of Christ for you, receive the body.                                           

                 When the pastor offers the blood of Christ for you, receive the blood.                                                                        

                                              

Communion Song                          Lamb of God                         ELW  195 

 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
 have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
 have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
 grant us peace, grant us peace. 
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SENDING  

 God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 

Post Communion Prayer 

Blessing 

Sending Hymn                   Lord, You Give the Great Commission                          ELW 579 
 

1 Lord, you give the great commission: 
 "Heal the sick and preach the word." 
 Lest the church neglect its mission, 
 and the gospel go unheard, 
 help us witness to your purpose 
 with renewed integrity: 
 
Refrain 
 With the Spirit's gifts empow'r us 
 for the work of ministry. 
 
2 Lord, you call us to your service: 
 "In my name baptize and teach." 
 That the world may trust your promise, 
 life abundant meant for each, 
 give us all new fervor, draw us 
 closer in community:  Refrain 
 
3 Lord, you make the common holy: 
 "This my body, this my blood." 
 Let us all, for earth's true glory, 
 daily lift life heavenward, 
 asking that the world around us 
 share your children's liberty:  Refrain 

 
 

Dismissal 

L:   Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
C:  Thanks be to God!     
 
 
 

Postlude    Beneath the Cross of Jesus, arranged by Mark Hayes          Piano Solo, Kristin Young                                
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4 Lord, you show us love's true measure: 
 "Father, what they do, forgive." 
 Yet we hoard as private treasure 
 all that you so freely give. 
 May your care and mercy lead us 
 to a just society:  Refrain 
 

5 Lord, you bless with words assuring: 
 "I am with you to the end." 
 Faith and hope and love restoring, 
 may we serve as you intend 
 and, amid the cares that claim us, 
 hold in mind eternity:  Refrain    

 

 

Text: Jeffery Rowthorn, b. 1934 
Text © 1978 Hope Publishing Company,                                                  
Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved  


