
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 

Ash Wednesday 

February 17, 2021 

Worship Where You Are 

Wednesday at 10:00 a.m. 

Gather, as you are able: a piece of bread or cracker, wine or juice, a Bible, a candle or flashlight, a 
bowl of water, and a cross (if you don’t have one, draw one or make one!)  

GATHER 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

Welcome/Announcements 

Cry for Forgiveness       Psalm 51 
Have mercy on me, O God, According to your lovingkindness; in your great compassion blot out my offenses. 
Wash me through and through from my wickedness, and cleanse me from my sin. For I know my       
transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your 
sight. 

Sung Response: Create in me a clean heart, O God. 

And so you are justified when you speak and upright in your judgement. Indeed, I have been wicked from my 
birth, a sinner from my mother’s womb. For behold you look for truth deep within me, and will make me
understand wisdom secretly. Purge me from my sin, and I shall be pure; wash me, and I shall be clean indeed.

Sung Response: Create in me a clean heart O God. 

Make me hear of joy and gladness, that the body you have broken may rejoice. Hide your face from my sins, 
and blot out all my iniquities. Create in me a clean heart o God, and renew a right spirit within me. Cast me 
not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 

Sung Response: Create in me a clean heart O God 

Give me the joy of your saving help again, and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit. I shall teach your ways 
to the wicked, and sinners shall return to you. Deliver me from death O God, and my tongue shall sing of your 
righteousness, O God of my salvation. Open my lips, O Lord, and my mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

Sung Response: Create in me a clean heart, O God 

Had you desired it, I would have offered sacrifice, but you take no delight in burnt-offerings. The sacrifice of 

God is a troubled spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. 

Confession: 
P: God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to the one who is full of 

compassion. 

Brief pause for reflection 

Holy one, pour out your mercy over us. Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free. Rebuild what we have 
ruined, and mend what we have torn. Wash us in your cleansing flood. Make us alive in the Spirit to  
follow in the way of Jesus, As healers and restorers of the world you so love. Amen 

P: Beloved, God’s word never fails. The promise rests on grace: By the saving love of Jesus Christ, the 
wisdom and power of God, Your sins are forgiven, and God remembers them no more. Journey in the 
way of Jesus. 

C: Amen 
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Song:                          Create In Me a Clean Heart                                  WP 35 

Create in me a clean heart oh God 
That I might serve You 
Create in me a clean heart oh God 
That I might be renewed 
 
So fill me and heal me 
And bring me back to You 
Create in me a clean heart oh God 
That I might serve You 
 
CCLI Song # 106855; Mary Rice Hopkins 
© 1989 Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publishing (Admin. by Brentwood-Benson Music Publishing, Inc.) 
Big Steps 4 U (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.)       
 

Prayer of the Day 

L; Holy God, 
C: Our humanity is ever present to us on this somber day. May we follow you closely as we                  
 journey towards Jerusalem and learn from the faithfulness of Jesus, our Savior. Amen 
 

WORD  

Reading          Psalm  5:7-8                                             

L:   But I, through the abundance of your steadfast love, will enter your house, 
  I will bow down toward your holy temple in awe of you…...  

 

L: Word of God, word of life 
C:    Thanks be to God.  
 

Holy Gospel                    Luke 9:51-62 
    

P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 9th chapter 
ALL:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
 

P: When the days drew near for him to be taken up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem. . …. 
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 

Homily                                                                      Pastor Charisse Jensen 

 

Imposition of the Ashes                            
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Prayers of Intercession 

L:   Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all in need. 

 

A brief silence 

 

L: O God,  you call your church to be ministers of reconciliation throughout the world. 
 Inspire your church in its proclamation of the gospel and guide its ministries to build up the 
 body of Christ.  
 Lord, in your mercy, 
C: Hear our prayer 

 

L:  O God, you created the earth and all its inhabitants and you declared that it is good. Protect 
 mountains and valleys, animals and plants, and direct us to be good stewards of all you have 
 made.  

 Lord, in your mercy,. 
C: Hear our prayer 
 

L: O God, you desire peace. Direct governments and leaders to work for the well-being of all 
 people and raise up advocates to speak and serve on  behalf of the downtrodden.                               
 Lord, in your mercy, 
C: Hear our prayer 
 

L:  O God, you are our hope in the midst of despair, our help in the midst of sorrow, and our  
 consolation in the midst of affliction.                                                                                                    
 Grant comfort to all who suffer in body, mind, or spirit, especially…. 
 Lord, in your mercy, 
C:   Hear our prayer 
 

L: O God, you are love, and you call us to love one another. Help us as we enter our Lenten         
 journey together. We entrust ourselves and our prayers to you, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C:  Amen. 

 
Sharing the Peace  
P:   The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C:  And also with you.                                                                                                                  
         (The congregation now takes time to exchange a greeting  of peace) 
 
 
 



 

The Offering of our Gifts -  Wonderful Merciful Savior            Kristin Young      

We offer to God a portion of what God has first given to us. It is a sign of the giving of our whole selves in grateful 
response for all of God’s gifts.                    
      
       

Offertory Prayer                     

P:   We honor,  
C:  Your word when we live according to your ways. Accept these offerings which we present                
       to you for the sake of your work in the world, in the power of your Spirit. Amen. 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

P:  The Lord be with you, 
C:  And also with you. 
 

P:  Lift up your hearts, 
C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy that we should at all times and in all places give 
 thanks and praise….. We praise your name and join their unending hymn. 
 
 

 

 

C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

 God of power and might,  

 heaven and earth are full of your glory 

 Hosanna in the highest. 

 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

 Hosanna in the highest. 
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The Great Thanksgiving 

Holy, Holy                                                                                                                                                                                                                           



Eucharistic Prayer 
P: In the night in which he was betrayed…. 
 Again, after supper, he took the cup….. 
 
 To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy church,  now 
 and forever. Amen. 
 

P:  Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray… 
 

C:    Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come. Your will be done 
 on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive 
 those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the 
 kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.  

 Amen       

 
The Distribution  

• At St. Mark’s, all people are welcome at God’s table. No exceptions.  
• We believe Jesus is in, with and under the elements. There’s a profound mystery and power 

in Holy Communion.  
• We believe that Christ is present in your bread and wine/grape juice in your homes.  
• As you eat your bread. As you drink your wine. Hear those words Jesus spoke to you: FOR 

YOU. Jesus is FOR YOU.  
• In this Sacrament, receive God’s forgiveness of sin and taste God’s grace again. May it fill 

you and help you remember that on that last night, Jesus was thinking of you.  

 

At Home Instructions 

For those with loved ones, commune yourselves.  

Use the words we use when communing our saints:  
 

Bread: Body of Christ given for you 
Wine/Grape Juice: Blood of Christ shed for you. 

 

        For those alone watching worship, the presiding pastor will take a 
                         moment to virtually offer you the elements of Christ’s body and blood.                                                                           

                  When the pastor offers the body of Christ for you, receive the body.                                           

                 When the pastor offers the blood of Christ for you, receive the blood.                                                                        

                                              

Communion Song                          Lamb of God                           Kristin Young 
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SENDING  

 God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 

Post Communion Prayer 

 

Blessing 

 

Sending Hymn                   Go, My Children, with My Blessing                             ELW  543 

1 “Go, my children, with my blessing, never alone. 
 Waking, sleeping, I am with you, you are my own. 
 In my love’s baptismal river 
 I have made you mine forever. 
 Go, my children, with my blessing, you are my own.” 
 
2 “Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure. 
 Here you learned how much I love you, what I can cure. 
 Here you heard my dear Son’s story, 
 here you touched him, saw his glory. 
 Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure.” 
 
3 “Go, my children, fed and nourished, closer to me. 
 Grow in love and love by serving, joyful and free. 
 Here my Spirit’s power filled you, 
 here my tender comfort stilled you. 
 Go, my children, fed and nourished, joyful and free.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, b. 1919, alt. 
Text © 1983 Concordia Publishing House 
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