
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 

Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 

January 31, 2021 
Worship Where You Are 

Sunday at 10:00 a.m. 
 

Gather, as you are able: a piece of bread or cracker, wine or juice, a Bible, a candle or flashlight, a 
bowl of water, and a cross (if you don’t have one, draw one or make one!)  
 

GATHER  
 

 The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

Welcome/Announcements  
 

Prelude          

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

P: We confess our sins before God and one another. 
 

Pause for silence and reflection. 

P:  God of light, 

C:  You light a fire within us and ask us to shine, but we are quick to hide and make excuses. 
 We shrink from challenges, avoid responsibility, and deny the goodness of your creation. 
 We seek hollow praise and then don’t believe it. Forgive us for hiding our God-given light 
 and remaining self-absorbed.  

 

P:  Children of God, never fear, for you have always lived in the mercy of your creator. Hear the 
 words of absolution and believe them: you are forgiven, you are made whole, you are restored 
 to God. Hallelujah!  Amen.  

             

Greeting 
                            

P:   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be  
        with you all.   
C:   And also with you.     
    

 

Gathering Hymn                          Come to Me All Pilgrims Thirsty          ELW  777 
 

1 "Come to me, all pilgrims thirsty; 
drink the water I will give. 
If you knew what gift I offer, 
you would come to me and live." 

 

Refrain 
Jesus, ever flowing fountain, 
give us water from your well. 
In the gracious gift you offer 
there is joy no tongue can tell. 

 

2 "Come to me, all trav'lers weary; 
come that I may give you rest. 
Drink the cup of life I offer; 
at this table be my guest."  Refrain 
 

3 "Come to me, believers burdened; 
find refreshment in this place. 
Come, receive the gift I offer, 
turn to me and seek my face."  Refrain 
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4 "Come to me, repentant sinners; 
leave behind your guilt and shame. 
Come and know divine compassion, 
turn to me, I call your name."  Refrain 

 

5 "Come to me, distressed and needy; 
I would be your trusted friend. 
Come and seek the gift I offer, 
come, your open hands extend."  Re-
frain  

 

6 "Come to me, abandoned, orphaned; 
lonely ways no longer roam. 
Come and take the gift I offer, 
let me make in you my home."  Refrain 
 

Text: Delores Dufner, OSB, b. 1939 

Text © 1992, 1996 Sisters of St. Benedict,                                                       
104 Chapel Lane, St. Joseph, MN 56374 



Prayer of the Day  
L:  Mighty God, 

C:    You gave the law to free your people, not sink us further into bondage. May we seek 
 your Spirit of truth in all that we do, that our lives may glorify you always, for the sake 
 of Jesus our Lord. Amen 

WORD  

Reading                               Psalm 92 

L:  It is good to give thanks to the LORD, to sing praises to your name, O Most High; ……. 

L:     Word of God, word of life. 
C:    Thanks be to God. 
 

Children’s Message 
 

Holy Gospel                     Luke 6:1-16 
    

P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 65h chapter 
ALL:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
 

P: One sabbath while Jesus was going through the grainfields, his disciples plucked some heads 
 of grain, rubbed them in their hands, and ate them.…..                           
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon                                                                    Pastor Patrick Fish 
 

Hymn of the Day                           Lord of All Hopefulness                                     ELW 765 
 

1 Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy, 
 whose trust, ever child-like, no cares could destroy: 
 be there at our waking, and give us, we pray, 
 your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day. 
 

2 Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith, 
     whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and the lathe: 
 be there at our labors, and give us, we pray, 

your strength in our hearts, Lord, at the noon of the day. 
 

3 Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace, 
 your hands swift to welcome, your arms to embrace: 
 be there at our homing, and give us, we pray, 
 your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day. 
 

4 Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm, 
 whose voice is contentment, whose presence is balm: 
 be there at our sleeping, and give us, we pray, 
 your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day. 

 

Text: Jan Struther, 1901-1953 
Text © Oxford University Press 1931.         
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Prayers of Intercession 

L: We pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 

A brief silence. 

L: Loosen our grip on the letter of the law and how we can use it against others. Instead, open us to the spirit 
of your law of love, which knows when and how to act on behalf of justice.                                                                                                      
God of truth, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
 

L: Reform unjust systems and shatter structures of power which trample upon the people they were intended 
to serve. May your ways be our ways, and may we find new paths forward by your power.                                           
God of truth, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
 

L: As grain provided for the needs of the disciples, so have you provided all that we truly need for life. Join 
us with the land and creatures who exist alongside us and free us to live in harmony with them.                                                                                
God of truth, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
 

L: Be with those who have lost jobs and other sources of livelihood, assuring them that their needs will be 
provided. Send your Spirit of healing to all those who we know need it, especially…                                                                                               
God of truth, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
 

L: Our true home lies in heaven with you, where all the saints of all the ages glorify you eternally. Inspire us 
to live each day fully here on earth, in assurance of that time when all will be reunited in your love.                                                                      
God of truth, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
 
L: Receive our prayers and shed light on our path as we seek to walk in your ways and bring glory to you 

through your son Jesus, our Lord. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sharing the Peace  
P:   The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C:  And also with you.                                                                                                                  
         (The congregation now takes time to exchange a greeting  of peace) 
 
 



 

The Offering of our Gifts -  Great is Thy Faithfulness            Martha Swanson 

                                                                                                                                                Handbell Solo 
 

We offer to God a portion of what God has first given to us. It is a sign of the giving of our whole selves in grateful 
response for all of God’s gifts.                    
      
       

Offertory Prayer                       

P:  We honor,  
C:  Your word when we live according to your ways. Accept these offerings which we present                
       to you for the sake of your work in the world, in the power of your Spirit. Amen. 
  

 

 
 

 
 

P:  The Lord be with you, 
C:  And also with you. 
 

P:  Lift up your hearts, 
C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy that we should at all times and in all places give 
 thanks and praise….. We praise your name and join their unending hymn. 
 

 

 

C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

 God of power and might,  

 heaven and earth are full of your glory 

 Hosanna in the highest. 

 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

 Hosanna in the highest. 

 
 
 

  
                  

Page 4   

The Great Thanksgiving 

Holy, Holy                                                                                                                                                                                                                           



Eucharistic Prayer 
P: In the night in which he was betrayed…. 
 Again, after supper, he took the cup….. 
 

 To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy church,  now 
 and forever. Amen. 
 

P:      Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray... 
C:    Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come. Your will be done 

 on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive 
 those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the 
 kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen       

 

The Distribution  

• At St. Mark’s, all people are welcome at God’s table. No exceptions.  
• We believe Jesus is in, with and under the elements. There’s a profound mystery and power 

in Holy Communion.  
• We believe that Christ is present in your bread and wine/grape juice in your homes.  
• As you eat your bread. As you drink your wine. Hear those words Jesus spoke to you: FOR 

YOU. Jesus is FOR YOU.  
• In this Sacrament, receive God’s forgiveness of sin and taste God’s grace again. May it fill 

you and help you remember that on that last night, Jesus was thinking of you.  

 

At Home Instructions 

For those with loved ones, commune yourselves.  

Use the words we use when communing our saints:  
 

Bread: Body of Christ given for you 
Wine/Grape Juice: Blood of Christ shed for you. 

 

        For those alone watching worship, the presiding pastor will take a 
                         moment to virtually offer you the elements of Christ’s body and blood.                                                                           

                  When the pastor offers the body of Christ for you, receive the body.                                           

                 When the pastor offers the blood of Christ for you, receive the blood.                                                                        

                                              

Communion Song                          That We May Be Filled                         WP  134 

 Not as we ought but as we are able, 
 we offer our thanks as we come to your table. 
 Through Word and Spirit bless us; 
 through bread and wine refresh us 
 that we may be filled, 
 that we may be filled with love. 
 

 

Text: Handt Hanson and Paul Murakami 

© 1991 Prince of Peace Publishing, Changing Church, Inc. 
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SENDING  

 God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 

Post Communion Prayer 

Blessing 

Sending Hymn                   Let Us Ever Walk With Jesus                                ELW  802 

1 Let us ever walk with Jesus,                                                  
 follow his example pure, 
 through a world that would deceive us 
 and to sin our spirits lure. 
 Onward in his footsteps treading, 
 trav'lers here, our home above, 
 full of faith and hope and love, 
 let us do our Savior's bidding. 
 Faithful Lord, with me abide; 
 I shall follow where you guide. 
 

2 Let us suffer here with Jesus, 
 and with patience bear our cross. 
 Joy will follow all our sadness; 
 where he is there is no loss. 
 Though today we sow no laughter, 
 we shall reap celestial joy: 
 all discomforts that annoy 
 shall give way to mirth hereafter. 
 Jesus, here I share your woe; 
 help me there your joy to know. 
 

 

Text: Sigismund von Birken, 1626-1681; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, alt. 
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 
 
 

Dismissal 

L:   Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
C:  Thanks be to God!     
 
 
 

Postlude         
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3 Let us gladly die with Jesus. 
 Since by death he conquered death, 
 he will free us from destruction, 
 give to us immortal breath. 
 Let us mortify all passion 
 that would lead us into sin; 
 and the grave that shuts us in 
 shall but prove the gate of heaven. 
 Jesus, here with you I die, 
 there to live with you on high. 
 

4 Let us also live with Jesus. 
 He has risen from the dead 
 that to life we may awaken. 
 Jesus, you are now our head, 
 we are your own living members; 
 where you live, there we shall be 
 in your presence constantly, 
 living there with you forever. 
 Jesus, let me faithful be; 
 life eternal grant to me. 


