
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 

Third Sunday after Epiphany 

January 24, 2021 
Worship Where You Are 

Sunday at 10:00 a.m. 
 

Gather, as you are able: a piece of bread or cracker, wine or juice, a Bible, a candle or flashlight, a 
bowl of water, and a cross (if you don’t have one, draw one or make one!)  
 

GATHER  
 

 The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

Welcome/Announcements  
 

Prelude         Canon in D by Johann Pachelbel                        Kurt Muth - Violin,  Kimberly Lafranzo - Viola        

                                  Andrea Lafranzo - Cello. Kristin Young - Piano                                           

Confession and Forgiveness 

P: We confess our sins before God and one another. 
 

Pause for silence and reflection. 

P:  God of light, 

C:  You light a fire within us and ask us to shine, but we are quick to hide and make excuses. 
 We shrink from challenges, avoid responsibility, and deny the goodness of your creation. 
 We seek hollow praise and then don’t believe it. Forgive us for hiding our God-given light 
 and remaining self-absorbed.  

 

P:  Children of God, never fear, for you have always lived in the mercy of your creator. Hear the 
 words of absolution and believe them: you are forgiven, you are made whole, you are restored 
 to God. Hallelujah!  Amen.  

             

Greeting 
                            

P:   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be  
        with you all.   
C:   And also with you.     
    

 

Gathering Hymn                           Lord, Whose Love In Humble Service      ELW  712 

1 Lord, whose love in humble service 
 bore the weight of human need, 
 who upon the cross, forsaken, 
 worked your mercy's perfect deed: 
 we, your servants, bring the worship 
 not of voice alone, but heart; 
 consecrating to your purpose 
 ev'ry gift which you impart. 
 

2 Still your children wander homeless; 
 still the hungry cry for bread; 
 still the captives long for freedom; 
 still in grief we mourn our dead. 
 As you, Lord, in deep compassion 
 healed the sick and freed the soul, 
 by your Spirit send your power 
 to our world to make it whole. 
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3 As we worship, grant us vision, 
 till your love's revealing light 
 in its height and depth and greatness 
 dawns upon our quickened sight, 
 making known the needs and burdens 
 your compassion bids us bear, 
 stirring us to ardent service, 
 your abundant life to share. 
 
 

4 Called by worship to your service, 
 forth in your dear name we go, 
 to the child, the youth, the aged,  
 love in living deeds to show; 
 hope and health, good will and comfort, 
 counsel, aid and peace we give, 
 that your servants, Lord, in freedom 
 may your mercy know and live. 

Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901-1984 
Text © 1961 Oxford University Press. 



Prayer of the Day  
L: :    Lord Jesus, 
C: You taught your disciples to cast a wide net — not for fish, but for people. Teach us the 
 fishing craft. With gentleness and humble hearts,  quiet our minds and teach us patience 
 while we wait for those who are not yet ready to receive you. Make us hungry for your 
 word,  for the sake of the one who has captured our hearts already, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

WORD  

Reading                               Psalm 90:14-17 

L:        Satisfy us in the morning with your steadfast love, so that we may rejoice and be glad all our   

 days……... 

L:     Word of God, word of life. 
C:    Thanks be to God. 
 

Children’s Message 
 

Holy Gospel                     Luke 5:1-11 
    

P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 55h chapter 
ALL:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
 

P: Once while Jesus was standing beside the lake of Gennesaret, and the crowd was pressing in 
 on him to hear the word of God, he saw two boats there at the shore of the lake; …..                           
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon                                                                    Pastor Charisse Jensen 
 

Hymn of the Day                     What A Friend We Have in Jesus                                ELW 742  

1 What a friend we have in Jesus, 
 all our sins and griefs to bear! 
 What a privilege to carry 
 ev'rything to God in prayer! 
 Oh, what peace we often forfeit; 
 oh, what needless pain we bear-- 
 all because we do not carry 
 ev'rything to God in prayer! 
  

2 Have we trials and temptations? 
 Is there trouble anywhere? 
 We should never be discouraged-- 
 take it to the Lord in prayer. 
 Can we find a friend so faithful 
 who will all our sorrows share? 
 Jesus knows our ev'ry weakness-- 
 take it to the Lord in prayer. 
 

Text: Joseph Scriven, 1820-1886 

Page 2 

3 Are we weak and heavy-laden, 
 cumbered with a load of care? 
 Precious Savior, still our refuge-- 
 take it to the Lord in prayer. 
 Do your friends despise, forsake you? 
 Take it to the Lord in prayer. 
 In his arms he'll take and shield you; 
 you will find a solace there. 
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Prayers of Intercession 

L: We pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 

A brief silence. 

L: You amaze us with how well you know us. You invite us to know ourselves more deeply through 
serving you. Give us the courage to follow where you are leading.                                                               
Inviting God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

 

L: As a new presidential term begins we pray your blessing upon this land and all of its people, that 
everyone would find a way to contribute and flourish within the fabric of society, and that we 
would truly accept the gifts of those who differ from us.                                                                                
Inviting God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

 

L: As disciples gathered great multitudes of fish from the sea, so they in turn gathered the multitudes 
of people longing to hear the good news. May we capture hearts with your words of life, and 
demonstrate how your love embraces your whole creation.                                                                            
Inviting God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

 

L: Sometimes the unfamiliar is where we need to go to find our true home. Shake us out of inertia 
and disrupt our lives with your healing Spirit. Bless those who need it most today…                             
Inviting God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

 

L: We may never know the kind of persecution which your saints and martyrs have suffered, yet 
their lives stand as beacons of faith to inspire and draw us forward. Join our songs of praise with 
theirs and bring us all together on the last day.                                                                                               
Inviting God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
 

L: Receive our prayers and shed light on our path as we seek to walk in your ways and bring glory to 
you through your son Jesus, our Lord. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

The Offering of our Gifts -  Cantabile by Giuseppe Tartini              String Trio  
                                                   Kurt Muth - Violin                 
                       Kimberly Lafranzo -Viola 
                                   Andrea Lafranzo - Cello 
 

         

We offer to God a portion of what God has first given to us. It is a sign of the giving of our whole selves in grateful 
response for all of God’s gifts.                    
      
       

Offertory Prayer                       

P:  We honor,  
C:  Your word when we live according to your ways. Accept these offerings which we present                
       to you for the sake of your work in the world, in the power of your Spirit. Amen. 
  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

P:  The Lord be with you, 
C:  And also with you. 
 

P:  Lift up your hearts, 
C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy that we should at all times and in all places give 
 thanks and praise….. We praise your name and join their unending hymn. 
 

 

  

                                                                                                                                                                                 

C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

 God of power and might,  

 heaven and earth are full of your glory 

 Hosanna in the highest. 

 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

 Hosanna in the highest. 
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The Great Thanksgiving 

Holy, Holy                                                                                                                                                                                                                           



Eucharistic Prayer 
P: In the night in which he was betrayed…. 
 Again, after supper, he took the cup….. 
 

 To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy church,  now 
 and forever. Amen. 
 

P:      Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray... 
C:    Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come. Your will be done 

 on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive 
 those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the 
 kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen       

 

The Distribution  

• At St. Mark’s, all people are welcome at God’s table. No exceptions.  
• We believe Jesus is in, with and under the elements. There’s a profound mystery and power 

in Holy Communion.  
• We believe that Christ is present in your bread and wine/grape juice in your homes.  
• As you eat your bread. As you drink your wine. Hear those words Jesus spoke to you: FOR 

YOU. Jesus is FOR YOU.  
• In this Sacrament, receive God’s forgiveness of sin and taste God’s grace again. May it fill 

you and help you remember that on that last night, Jesus was thinking of you.  

 

At Home Instructions 

For those with loved ones, commune yourselves.  

Use the words we use when communing our saints:  
 

Bread: Body of Christ given for you 
Wine/Grape Juice: Blood of Christ shed for you. 

 

        For those alone watching worship, the presiding pastor will take a 
                         moment to virtually offer you the elements of Christ’s body and blood.                                                                           

                  When the pastor offers the body of Christ for you, receive the body.                                           

                 When the pastor offers the blood of Christ for you, receive the blood.                                                                        

                                              

Communion Song                          That We May Be Filled                         WP  134 

 Not as we ought but as we are able, 
 we offer our thanks as we come to your table. 
 Through Word and Spirit bless us; 
 through bread and wine refresh us 
 that we may be filled, 
 that we may be filled with love. 
 

 

Text: Handt Hanson and Paul Murakami 

© 1991 Prince of Peace Publishing, Changing Church, Inc. 
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SENDING  

 God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 

Post Communion Prayer 

Blessing 

Sending Hymn                   The Spirit send Us Forth to Serve                     ELW  551 

1 The Spirit sends us forth to serve; 
 we go in Jesus' name 
 to bring glad tidings to the poor, 
 God's favor to proclaim. 
 

2 We go to comfort those who mourn 
 and set the burdened free; 
 where hope is dim, to share a dream 
 and help the blind to see. 
 

3 We go to be the hands of Christ, 
 to scatter joy like seed 
 and, all our days, to cherish life, 
 to do the loving deed. 
 

4 Then let us go to serve in peace, 
 the gospel to proclaim. 
 God's Spirit has empowered us; 
 we go in Jesus' name. 
 

Text: Delores Dufner, OSB, b. 1939 
Text © 1993 Delores Dufner, OSB. Published by OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland OR 97213. All rights reserved. Used by permission.                    

 

Dismissal 

L:   Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
C:  Thanks be to God!     
 
 
 

Postlude        Gigue by Johann Pachelbel                 Kurt Muth - Violin,  Kimberly Lafranzo - Viola        
                            Andrea Lafranzo - Cello. Kristin Young - Piano                                           
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