
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 

Baptism of Our Lord 

January 10, 2021 
Worship Where You Are 

Sunday at 10:00 a.m. 

Gather, as you are able: a piece of bread or cracker, wine or juice, a Bible, a candle or flashlight, a 
bowl of water, and a cross (if you don’t have one, draw one or make one!)  

GATHER 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

Welcome/Announcements 

Prelude    Nocturno by Franz Strauss         Steve Thurlow - French Horn 

Thanksgiving for Baptism

P:   In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

P:   We give you thanks, O God,
C:  For in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and by your Word you created the  
      world, calling forth life in which you took delight. 

P:  At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By water and your  
      Word you claim us as daughters and sons, making  us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 

C:  We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life in Jesus Christ. Shower us with your  
      Spirit, and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 

P:  To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
       now and forever. 
C:   Amen. 

Greeting 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
       with you all.   
C:  And also with you.    

Gathering Hymn     This is the Spirit’s Entry Now          ELW  448 

1 This is the Spirit's entry now: 
the water and the word, 
the cross of Jesus on your brow, 
the seal both felt and heard. 

2 This miracle of life reborn 
comes from the Lord of breath; 
the sinless one from life was torn; 
our life comes through his death. 

Text: Thomas E. Herbranson, b. 1933 
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3 Let water be the sacred sign 
that we must die each day 
to rise again by his design 
as foll'wers of his way. 

4 Renewing Spirit, hear our praise 
for your baptismal pow'r 
that washes us through all our days. 
Come, cleanse again this hour. 



Prayer of the Day 
L:   God of Light, 

C:  Through John the Baptist, you challenged your people to repent. Help us to put aside all       
the things that get in the way of serving you. Transform us with your holy spirit that we 
may hear your voice, and walk in the light of your love, for Jesus sake, Amen.

WORD 

Reading  Psalm 51:6-17 

L:   You desire truth in the inward being; therefore teach me wisdom in my secret heart…… 

L:    Word of God, word of life. 
C:   Thanks be to God. 

Children’s Message 

Holy Gospel Luke 3:1-22 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 3rd chapter 
ALL:  Glory to you, O Lord. 

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea…...

P: The Gospel of the Lord 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon    Pastor Charisse Jensen 

Hymn of the Day   Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters         ELW  445 

1 Wash, O God, our sons and daughters, where your cleansing waters flow. 

      Number them among your people; bless as Christ blessed long ago. 
      Weave them garments bright and sparkling; compass them with love and light. 
      Fill, anoint them; send your Spirit, holy dove and heart’s delight. 

2 We who bring them long for nurture; by your milk may we be fed. 
      Let us join your feast, partaking cup of blessing, living bread. 
      God, renew us, guide our footsteps; free from sin and all its snares, 
      One with Christ in living, dying, by your Spirit, children, heirs. 

3  Oh, how deep your holy wisdom! Unimagined, all your ways! 
      To your name be glory, honor! With our lives we worship, praise! 
      We your people stand before you, water-washed and Spirit born. 
      By your grace, our lives we offer. Recreate us; God, transform! 

Text: © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House, admin. The Copyright Company, Nashville, TN 
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Prayers of Intercession 

L: We pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 

A brief silence. 

L: You invite us to open our hearts to your message of transformation, but it is still up to us to do so. 
Give us courage to take the plunge into a life of service, with all its surprises and challenges. 
God of power, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: Show us how to serve you in our jobs, responsibilities and leisure so that our daily lives reflect the 
restored relationship which we have with you.          

 God of power, 
C: Hear our prayer. 

L: Your creative might could raise children from stones. Teach us to regard all that you have made 
with awe, and likewise to care for it with diligence and love. 

 God of power, 
C: Hear our prayer. 

L: Not every disease or ailment is visible, nor is sickness always a physical experience. Heal those 
things which plague our minds and spirits as well as our bodies, and restore us to wholeness in 
you. Be with those whose names we bring before you today…  
God of power, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: With all your saints we praise you, in this life and the next, remembering the amazing things you 
have done for us. 

 God of power, 
C: Hear our prayer. 

L: Receive our prayers and shed light on our path as we seek to walk in your ways and bring glory to 
you through your son Jesus, our Lord. 

C:  Amen.     

Sharing the Peace 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C: And also with you.    

(The congregation now takes time to exchange a greeting  of peace) 



The Offering of our Gifts Adagio (from Mozart's Horn Concerto No. 2)       Steve Thurlow - French Horn 

We offer to God a portion of what God has first given to us. It is a sign of the giving of our whole selves in grateful 
response for all of God’s gifts.

Offertory Prayer
P:  We honor,  
C:  Your word when we live according to your ways. Accept these offerings which we
       present to you for the sake of your work in the world, in the power of your Spirit.  
      Amen. 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise….. We praise your name and join their unending hymn. 
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The Great Thanksgiving 

Holy, Holy 



Eucharistic Prayer 
P: In the night in which he was betrayed…. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup….. 

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy church,  now 
and forever. Amen. 

P:     Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray... 
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come. Your will be done 

on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive 
those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen      

The Distribution 

 At St. Mark’s, all people are welcome at God’s table. No exceptions.
 We believe Jesus is in, with and under the elements. There’s a profound mystery and power

in Holy Communion.
 We believe that Christ is present in your bread and wine/grape juice in your homes.
 As you eat your bread. As you drink your wine. Hear those words Jesus spoke to you: FOR

YOU. Jesus is FOR YOU.
 In this Sacrament, receive God’s forgiveness of sin and taste God’s grace again. May it fill

you and help you remember that on that last night, Jesus was thinking of you.

At Home Instructions

For those with loved ones, commune yourselves. 

Use the words we use when communing our saints: 

Bread: Body of Christ given for you 
Wine/Grape Juice: Blood of Christ shed for you. 

      For those alone watching worship, the presiding pastor will take a 
        moment to virtually offer you the elements of Christ’s body and blood.   

When the pastor offers the body of Christ for you, receive the body.   

When the pastor offers the blood of Christ for you, receive the blood.

Communion Song  That We May Be Filled    WP  134 

Not as we ought but as we are able, 
we offer our thanks as we come to your table. 
Through Word and Spirit bless us; 
through bread and wine refresh us 
that we may be filled, 
that we may be filled with love. 

Text: Handt Hanson and Paul Murakami 

© 1991 Prince of Peace Publishing, Changing Church, Inc.
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SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

Post Communion Prayer 

Blessing

Sending Hymn      We Are Called                    WP 147 

Verse 1 

Come live in the light 
Shine with the joy and the love of the Lord 
We are called to be light for the kingdom 
To live in the freedom of the city of God 

Chorus 
We are called to act with justice 
We are called to love tenderly 
We are called to serve one another 
To walk humbly with God 

Verse 2 

Come open your heart 
Show your mercy to all those in fear 
We are called to be hope for the hopeless 
So all hatred and blindness will be no more 

Verse 3 
Sing sing a new song 
Sing of that great day when all will be one 
God will reign and we'll walk 
With each other as sisters 
And brothers united in love 

CCLI Song # 2812298 

Dismissal
L:   Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
C:  Thanks be to God!     

Postlude         Rondo/Allegro (from Mozart's Horn Concerto No. 2)          Steve Thurlow - French Horn 
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