
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 

The Second Sunday of Christmastide 

January 3, 2021 
Worship Where You Are 

Sunday at 10:00 a.m. 
 

Gather, as you are able: a piece of bread or cracker, wine or juice, a Bible, a candle or flashlight, a 
bowl of water, and a cross (if you don’t have one, draw one or make one!)  
 

GATHER  
 

 The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

Welcome/Announcements  
 

Prelude                               Lo, How a Rose                                                      Kristin Young - Piano 
 

Confession  

P:   As we wait and watch with faithfulness and anticipation, let us confess our sins. 
       

      Silence for Reflection 
 

C:  We open our hearts to you O God, search us and know us, reveal all that we keep hidden inside. To    
       you alone we confess our sins. We are afraid to share your word lest others judge or mock us. We     
       ignore your wisdom because it isn't convenient or easy. We allow ourselves to be defeated by des 
       pair and the cruel words of others. Forgive us, renew us, and keep us faithful, that we may be a    
       reflection of your great love and light to a world in darkness. 
 

P    God knows our every weakness and still loves us and upholds our life. Know that your sins are forgiven  
      and your faith and hope restored in the name of Jesus, the Christ. 

C:  Amen.                                                                                                                                                  
             

Greeting 
                            

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be  
       with you all.   
C:  And also with you.     
       

Gathering Hymn                           Joy to the World                                               ELW 267 

1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
 Let earth receive her king; 
 let ev'ry heart prepare him room 
 and heav'n and nature sing, 
 and heav'n and nature sing, 
 and heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing. 
 
2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 
 Let all their songs employ, 
 while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
 repeat the sounding joy, 
 repeat the sounding joy, 
 repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 
 

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748 
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3 No more let sin and sorrow grow 
 nor thorns infest the ground; 
 he comes to make his blessings flow 
 far as the curse is found, 
 far as the curse is found, 
 far as, far as the curse is found. 
 
4 He rules the world with truth and grace 
 and makes the nations prove 
 the glories of his righteousness 
 and wonders of his love, 
 and wonders of his love, 
 and wonders, wonders of his love. 
 



Prayer of the Day  
L:   Loving God,                                                                                                                                                 
C:  You care for us as a parent cares for their children. Grant us strength to lead lives that   
       reflect your compassion and tend to those who rely upon us for care, for the sake of Jesus  
       our Lord. Amen 
 
 

WORD  

Reading                            Psalm 2:7-8  

L:      I will tell of the decree of the Lord: He said to me, “You are my son; today I have begotten 
 you……. 

L: Word of God, word of life. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Children’s Message 
 

Holy Gospel                   Luke 2:41 - 52 
    

P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 2nd chapter 
ALL:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
 

 Now every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the Passover.…..                             
 

 

P: The Gospel of the Lord 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon                                                         Pastor Charisse Jensen 
 

Hymn of the Day                  Lo, How A Rose E’er Blooming           ELW 272 

1 Lo, how a rose e'er blooming 
 from tender stem hath sprung! 
 Of Jesse's lineage coming 
 as seers of old have sung, 
 it came, a flow'r so bright, 
 amid the cold of winter, 
 when half-spent was the night. 
 

2 Isaiah had foretold it, 
 the rose I have in mind; 
 with Mary we behold it, 
 the virgin mother kind. 
 To show God's love aright, 
 she bore to us a Savior, 
 when half-spent was the night. 
 

 

Text: German carol, 15th cent.; tr. Theodore Baker, 1851-1934, sts. 1-2;                                                                                                                                                               

Harriet R. Krauth, 1845-1925, st. 3; John C. Mattes, 1876-1948, st. 4 
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3 This flow'r, whose fragrance tender 
 with sweetness fills the air, 
 dispels with glorious splendor 
 the darkness everywhere. 
 True man, yet very God, 
 from sin and death he saves us 
 and lightens ev'ry load. 
 

4 O Savior, child of Mary, 
 who felt our human woe; 
 O Savior, king of glory, 
 who dost our weakness know: 
 bring us at length, we pray, 
 to the bright courts of heaven 
      and into endless day. 
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Prayers of Intercession 

L: We pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 

A brief silence. 

L: Even as a child Jesus was a pure channel for the Spirit of truth. Teach us to recognize the wisdom 
of children and their innocent connection with their creator and their world.                                                
Nurturing God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
 

L: At the beginning of this new year, renew our spirits and cleanse us of all we wish to leave behind. 
Keep us looking and moving forward in faith.                                                                                                     
Nurturing God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
 

L: You love all creation as your own offspring: the works of your hands given life by the breath of 
your spirit. May we likewise come to love this created world                                                                    
Nurturing God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
 

L: Comfort all parents who have lost children, through abduction, estrangement or death, and assure 
them that you have never abandoned them or their loved ones. Tend to the sick in body, mind and 
spirit, especially those whom we name before you...  

 Nurturing God, 
C: Hear our prayer. 
 

L: You hold in your arms all who have passed into the next life and sought your eternal reward. 
Bless them and all whom they have left behind on earth, that we might be assured of our eventual 
reunion with you in your heavenly home.  

 Nurturing God, 
C: Hear our prayer. 
 

L: Our eyes await the fulfillment of your promises, the answer to our prayers: your Son, our Lord, 
Jesus the Christ.  

C:  Amen. 

Sharing the Peace  
P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C:  And also with you.                                                                                                                  
         (The congregation now takes time to exchange a greeting  of peace) 



 

The Offering of our Gifts          Mary Did You Know                    Kristin Young  - Vocal Solo       
         
 

We offer to God a portion of what God has first given to us. It is a sign of the giving of our whole selves in grateful 
response for all of God’s gifts.                    
            

Offertory Prayer                       

P:  We honor,  
C:  Your word when we live according to your ways. Accept these offerings which we                 
       present to you for the sake of your work in the world, in the power of your Spirit.    
      Amen. 
  

The Great Thanksgiving 
P:  The Lord be with you, 
C:  And also with you. 
 

P:  Lift up your hearts, 
C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy that we should at all times and in all places give 
 thanks and praise….. We praise your name and join their unending hymn. 
 

Holy, Holy                                                                                                                          
C: Holy, holy, holy Lord,                                                                                                                                       
 God of power and might,  
 heaven and earth are full of your glory 
 Hosanna in the highest. 
 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Eucharistic Prayer 
P: In the night in which he was betrayed…. 
 Again, after supper, he took the cup….. 
 
 To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy church, 
 now and forever. Amen. 
 

P:      Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray... 
C:    Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come. Your will be 

 done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we 
 forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from 
 evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen       
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  The Distribution  

 At St. Mark’s, all people are welcome at God’s table. No exceptions.  
 We believe Jesus is in, with and under the elements. There’s a profound mystery and power 

in Holy Communion.  
 We believe that Christ is present in your bread and wine/grape juice in your homes.  
 As you eat your bread. As you drink your wine. Hear those words Jesus spoke to you: FOR 

YOU. Jesus is FOR YOU.  
 In this Sacrament, receive God’s forgiveness of sin and taste God’s grace again. May it fill 

you and help you remember that on that last night, Jesus was thinking of you.  

 

 

 

 

At Home Instructions 

For those with loved ones, commune yourselves.  

Use the words we use when communing our saints:  
 

Bread: Body of Christ given for you 
Wine/Grape Juice: Blood of Christ shed for you. 

 

        For those alone watching worship, the presiding pastor will take a 
                         moment to virtually offer you the elements of Christ’s body and blood.                                                                           

                  When the pastor offers the body of Christ for you, receive the body.                                           

                 When the pastor offers the blood of Christ for you, receive the blood.  

                                                                           

                                                   

Communion Song                            What Child Is This                                  ELW 296 

1 What child is this, who, laid to rest, 
 on Mary's lap is sleeping? 
 Whom angels greet with anthems sweet 
 while shepherds watch are keeping? 
 This, this is Christ the king, 
 whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
 haste, haste to bring him laud, 
 the babe, the son of Mary! 

 

Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898 
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SENDING  

 God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.  

Post Communion Prayer 

Blessing 

Sending Hymn                      Lord, Dismiss Us With Your Blessing                  ELW 545      

1 Lord, dismiss us with your blessing, 
 fill our hearts with joy and peace; 
 let us each, your love possessing, 
 triumph in redeeming grace. 
 Oh, refresh us; oh, refresh us, 
 trav'ling through this wilderness. 
 

2 Thanks we give and adoration 
 for your gospel's joyful sound. 
 May the fruits of your salvation 
 in our hearts and lives abound. 
 Ever faithful, ever faithful 
 to your truth may we be found. 
 

3 Savior, when your love shall call us 
 from our struggling pilgrim way, 
 let no fear of death appall us, 
 glad your summons to obey. 
 May we ever, may we ever 
 reign with you in endless day. 
 
Text: attr. John Fawcett, 1740-1817, sts. 1-2, alt.; Godfrey Thring, 1823-1903, st. 3, alt.                              

 

Dismissal 

L:   Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
C:  Thanks be to God!     
 
 
 

Postlude                           Carol of the Bells                                             Kristin Young - Piano         
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