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2016: Discerning God’s Plan for St. Mark’s
We at St. Mark’s spent 2016 thinking and talking about our work as a
congregation. As we discussed our needs and the needs of the community
and the world, we also realized that we needed to put St. Mark’s on a sound
financial footing to enable us to fulfill God’s mission for us.

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church —
Our Purpose and Principles

The Vision Team had the role of collecting, collating and clarifying all of the
thoughts, ideas and dreams that we provided in our surveys and discussions
and summarizing them, finding as they did so that they coalesced into five
priorities.

Purpose: Sharing Christ’s abundant love
with each other and the world.

In addition to helping people worship the God we meet in Jesus Christ, we
are committed to the following priorities for our work as a congregation:

Principles: When we are at our best you
will see us:
 Following faithfully where Jesus and the

Communicate effectively in ways that inform and engage

members of the congregation and the surrounding community in
faith formation and in the life and ministry of the church.



Strengthen relationships and build community so that people feel



cared for, supported and nurtured as disciples and followers of
Jesus.



Be a community leader to help churches and other organizations

work together effectively and efficiently to make a difference in
issues facing our community.



Engage youth and their families (in the church and in the



community) in ways that strengthen relationships and promote
stability in family life.

Care for the poor and marginalized in order to alleviate shortterm struggles but also build capacity for long-term change.
We knew that we needed to reduce our debt so that we could accomplish this
work, and approved a capital campaign at the January 2016 Annual
Congregational Meeting.
This report is a progress report. It summarizes what we did in those five
areas of focus in 2016 and how we are planning to share God’s abundant
love with each other and the world in 2017.

Spirit lead.
Giving unselfishly for the sake of God’s
work.
Caring for each other as Christ cares for
us.
Serving compassionately in response to
our neighbors in need.
Welcoming and accepting all people into
fellowship.
Engaging with the community to enhance
wellbeing.

Communicate effectively in ways that inform and
engage members of the congregation and the
surrounding community in faith formation and in the
life and ministry of the church.
What we accomplished in 2016
 We added weekly emails to communications media.
 We started the process of upgrading our traditional media of print and

web to incorporate communications best practices.
 Our Stewardship/Capital Campaign team effectively communicated the
basis for, objectives of and results of the Capital Campaign.

Ideas and plans for 2017
 Mindful of our variety of audiences, continue to expand and upgrade

our communications channels, from hymnals to a Sanctuary video
system.
 Integrate new technology and social media resources in order to build
community and connect using different formats.
 Communicate effectively with parents and families to understand
their needs and help provide resources for them to encourage faith
formation at home.
 Stream worship services for shut-ins and those unable to attend.

19
Number of baptisms at
St. Mark’s in 2016

52,368
Square feet in three
buildings maintained by
facility managers and
property team

251
Number of blood
pressure screenings in
2016

141
Number of children and
youth in our programs

15,000
Dollars saved in 2016 by
negotiating better prices
for expenses

162
Number of worship
services that Music
Ministry provided
inspirational music for in
2016

Priority

1

Priority

2

Strengthen relationships and build community so that peop
supported and nurtured as disciples and followers of Jesus.

What we accomplished in 2016
 We approved and began implementing the BeFrienders ministry to provide pastoral care for















people in all kinds of difficult and transitional situations. BeFrienders are trained volunteers who
extend the care of a faith community. Three members completed 40 hours of leadership
training.
Our Building Bridges group planned a family game night and invited families from the Child
Development Center to come and enjoy an evening of fellowship.
We added a kid-sized table to the narthex for kids to have a place to go before, during and after
worship that is “just their size.”
We brought back the Children’s Message to the Sunday 10:30 a.m. worship so that children hear
the message at their level (and often the adults get just as much out of it as the kids do).
We painted the walls in the nursery to create a warmer and more welcoming environment for
our littlest members — they love their Noah’s Ark!
Our Health and Wellness Ministry provided hearing screenings, blood pressure screenings and
flu shots.
Our Child Development Center added four bilingual employees to the staff, enabling us to
communicate more effectively with our families that use English as a second language.
We organized funeral luncheon teams and created a funeral choir to minister to grieving
families..
Our Health and Wellness Ministry sponsored a Women’s Wellness Morning and a presentation
on aging parents.
Members of our Care team continued to care for our shut-ins and those recuperating from
surgery: sending cards twice each month to let them know we are thinking of them and sending
small gifts on Valentine's Day, Easter, Halloween and Christmas.
Our deacons continued to spend time with those unable to attend services, listening, offering
communion and praying with them.
Our youth group was encouraged to bring friends to Wednesday night gatherings to expand our
community and welcome others of different beliefs to share in our worship and hospitality.
We celebrated at our September 11 Rally Day/Capital Campaign Kick-Off with multiple ways
for the whole congregation to be engaged and involved.

ple feel cared for,
.

Ideas and plans for 2017
 Create opportunities for us to learn about









and become part of the BeFriender Ministry
Find simple ways to encourage participation
from young adults in activities and ministry
opportunities that are offered at St. Mark’s,
such as monthly or bi-monthly activities
focusing on fellowship, outreach, and
educational opportunities.
Carry out the vision and plans developed in
October for a revamped young adult
ministry.
Create inter-generational experiences for
our congregation to connect and grow on a
more personal level.
Offer a Women’s Wellness Morning as well
as other health and wellness activities.
Create sustaining relationships within our
programs so that our youth feel a









connection to our church community and to
each other.
Expand youth and adult choirs: invite new
members to join the current music groups to
continue offering high quality spiritual music
experiences.
Add two more bilingual employees to the
CDC staff.
During the summer camp program, take the
CDC’s school age children on a field trip to a
senior citizen facility in the area to volunteer
their time and interact with elderly people
who may not have family.
Increase the number of our Care Team
members by at least three.
Expand our ministry to those unable to
attend services to include our young women
and men in the Armed Forces.

3
Number of weekly music
classes at the St. Mark’s
Child Development
Center

25
Number of new windows
installed at Fox Trail
Home (parish house)

400
Meals served at 2016
BBQ fundraiser for Music
Ministry

27
Number of flu shots
administered at the Flu
Shot Clinic

84
Percent of our Capital
Campaign goal reached
by the end of 2016

100,029
Dollars received for the
Capital Campaign as of
the end of 2016

Priority

3

Be a community leader to help churches and other
organizations work together effectively and efficiently
to make a difference in issues facing our community.
What we accomplished in 2016
 Our Adult Fellowship held a well-received interactive panel discussion

“After Charleston… Where were we in 1965? Where are we now?
Where do we want to be in the future?”
 Our Ministry Site Profile team spent many hours discerning, collecting
and filling out the required information in the MSP document, the
first step in calling a second pastor.
 We maintained and improved the Child Development Center facility
and Fox Trail Home (parish house).

Ideas and plans for 2017

30
Number of people that
attended our Race
Relations Seminar

56
Number of children in
Sunday School

 Develop creative ways to celebrate the 500th anniversary of the

Reformation, such as organizing and uniting local ELCA
congregations in a joint concert and celebration in October.
 Offer another program on race relations.
 Support the Call Committee as they work with the Metropolitan
Chicago Synod towards our goal of calling a second pastor.

Over

300
Number of surveys
completed by members
as input into the MSP

17
Number of Confirmation
students that attended a
weekend confirmation
retreat at LOMC in
Oregon, IL

35
Number of volunteers
who serve every week to
teach and support our
children and youth
programs

Engage youth and their families (in the church and in
the community) in ways that strengthen relationships
and promote stability in family life.
What we accomplished in 2016
 We integrated FAITH5™ into our opening for Faith and Daily Life and Sunday School.














FAITH5 teaches kids to share their highs and lows, read a Bible verse, relate their highs and
lows to the Bible verse, pray for each other and bless each other.
We held a successful weeklong Vacation Bible School program with over 60 kids, including
many Child Development Center students, and 50 volunteers, from junior high students to
grandparents.
To connect with parents when their children are still babies, we subscribed to a nursery
curriculum called Frolic, which sends parents monthly newsletters about their child’s
development and ideas for early faith formation.
We started a once-a-month Second Wednesday worship to connect our FDL learning time to
our worship time. Worship is developed and led by a different class each month.
Our Child Development Center started using the Sparks Christian curriculum in our 2-year-old
classroom through our pre-K program to help us minister to over 60 children that may not
receive this type of teaching at home.
Our Child Development Center is teaching children to pray before meals, and older kids have
the opportunity to lead the prayer in their classroom.
Our Music Ministry developed three weekly music classes for the Child Development Center.
Our FDL and Sunday School students made ornaments for indoor and outdoor Christmas trees
to help kick off the 500th anniversary of the Reformation.
A small group of committed young adults continues to meet on an almost monthly basis to
search for the answers to some of life’s brewing questions.
Each Wednesday night our Youth Group gathers to discuss how God has worked through us in
the past week and pray for each other and the week ahead.

Ideas and plans for 2017
 Continue to find ways to influence and nourish the faith formation of









our children and youth from baptism through adulthood.
Empower our volunteers to grow in their own faith as they teach and
connect with our children and youth.
Work on making FAITH5 a habit for kids and integrating it into their
homes.
Find a Bible curriculum for our CDC that is developmentally
appropriate for our infant and toddler classrooms.
Grow a team to help create and carry out Second Wednesday
Worship.
Create an opportunity for school-age CDC kids to volunteer at Feed
My Starving Children during summer camp.
Find ways to involve our young parents in the Vibrant Faith ministry
to make stronger connections between St. Mark’s and families and to
encourage faith formation in children, even the youngest.
Help our Youth Group focus more on how we can connect to God in
our daily lives.

Priority

4

Priority

5

Care for the poor and marginalized in order to
alleviate short-term struggles and also build capacity
for long-term change.
What we accomplished in 2016
 We have 35 children subsidized by the Illinois Department of Human Services enrolled at the













Child Development Center (almost 30 percent of our total enrollment), a group of children
that we know need our help the most.
Our CDC kids raised $450 towards buying animals to help feed people in other countries as
part of the ELCA’s God’s Global Barnyard project.
Thirteen members of our Adult Fellowship assisted at the Aurora Interfaith Food Pantry in the
distribution of over 600 bags of food for the hungry, and we contributed money to enable the
food pantry to cost-effectively buy food
Thirteen of our senior high youth (plus chaperones) travelled to the Adirondack Mountains to
paint houses and run a children’s day camp.
We hosted dinner and staffed Hesed House in Aurora every other month.
We celebrated Mother’s Day by buying 26 sheep in the ELCA Good Gifts program, and
Father’s Day by buying 10 community fish farms. Both will provide income and food to
struggling families and villages.
The children in our Vacation Bible School raised almost $300 to donate to Aurora Interfaith
Food Pantry to buy cereal.
We volunteered several times at Feed My Starving Children in Aurora and participated in the
giant “Mobilepack” event at North Central College in Naperville.
We helped parents in Haiti support their families by purchasing the bracelets they created using
beads made from recycled cereal boxes.
We created quilts for Lutheran World Relief, collected hats and mittens for the homeless and
made pillowcase dresses for little girls around the world.

Ideas and plans for 2017
 Launch our sponsorship of Emmanuel House, which helps








immigrants and refugees become homeowners in our community
through the 10 percent tithe of our Capital Campaign.
Create a program to help 2nd graders at McCleery School with their
reading and 5th graders with their math through the 10 percent tithe
of our Capital Campaign.
Support families that are unable to pay their CDC tuition by
auctioning off art created by kids.
Involve more St. Mark’s members in volunteering at Hesed House in
Aurora.
Send our Youth Group to Red Lake Reservation in Northern
Minnesota for their annual mission trip.
Continue to support Lutheran World Relief, Feed My Starving
Children, Aurora Interfaith Food Pantry and many other programs
and ministries to share our faith in the community and in the world.
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