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St  Mark’s  Lutheran Church  
Sharing Christ’s abundant love with each other and the world.  
 

I am the  vine,  you are  the branches .   
( John 15 :5)  

In This Issue 
 Rally Day Is Coming  

 September 10!  
Our Rally Day is coming! Make 

sure you mark your calendar for the date of 
September 10. That day will be the last of our 9:30 
worship services. It is also Rally Day. 
Sunday School will begin – and plans call for the 
9:00 beginning with a procession of students and 
teachers during the 9:30 Service with an 
Installation of Teachers and Staff. Following 
worship will be the annual Butterfly Release and 
then we will share a great time of fellowship, 
food, fun and frivolity for all ages as we give 
thanks for the 57th Anniversary of the 
beginning of St. Mark’s. Make sure 
you save the date! 

Handbells and 

ChoirChimes and 

KidzBells, Oh My! 

Roaring Ringers: (gr 3-5) 
Rehearsals begin 
Wednesday, Sept 13, 5:00
-5:30pm, before FDL. 

Come join your friends 
and have fun ringing. A 
“ringer friendly” method 
has been developed to 
identify individual notes 
while we learn to read 
music and handbell 
markings, to help the 
ringers learn quickly! Lots 
of new music planned for 
this season! 

Joyous Praise Bells (gr 6-
8) Rehearsals begin 
Wednesday, Sept 13, 5:30
-6:00pm, before dinner. 

Members of Joyous Praise 
Bells, a more advanced 
handbell choir, will move 
on to more difficult music 
and different ringing 
techniques for both 
handbells and 
choirchimes.  

Glory Ringers rehearsals 
have begun (handbell 
choir for high school—
adults). Rehearsal is on 
Tuesday 7-8:30p. There is 
still time to join! 

Participating is a great 
way for your kids to be 
part of a church group, 
learn to read music, ring 
bells and participate in 
worship. Each group will 
share in worship and 
festivals.  

Contact Sue Hilderbrand: 
shilderbrand@stmarksaur
ora.net or 630-897-6891 

Feed My Starving Children 
Thank you to those who volunteered at Feed My Starving Children 
August 15.  We joined with other volunteers to pack enough food to feed 
66 children for a year, a total of 24,408 meals.  
  
Pastor Pat challenged the Outreach Team to serve in the summer.  We 
responded June 29 and Aug. 15.  Feed My Starving Children operates 
their life-saving ministry in 70 countries, assisting God’s children. We 
are reminded Jesus said that what we do for the least among us, we do for 
Him.   
Founded in 1987, Feed My Starving Children (FMSC) is a Christian non-
profit that provides nutritionally complete meals specifically formulated 
for malnourished children.  
The process is simple. Donations given by people just like you fund the 
meal ingredients. Volunteers hand-pack the meals and those meals are 
donated to FMSC food partners around the world, where kids are fed and 
lives are saved!  
  
We at St. Mark’s will be challenged to pack again!  
 

https://www.fmsc.org/
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Tuesday Adult Study Begins September 12 
The Tuesday Adult Study beings September 12. We meet at 
10 AM in the Community Room. For six weeks we will take 
a look at St. Paul’s Letter to the Romans. As we approach the 
500th Anniversary of the Reformation this challenging letter 
by St. Paul was a foundation block for Martin Luther in his 
quest to re-form the Church. Join us from 10 – 11:30 on 
Tuesdays for conversation, discussion, prayer, Bible Study 
and fellowship. 

New Book Discussion Group—Silent No More 

The Outreach Committee is sponsoring a new book discussion 
group stemming from two Race Relationship Panels and a trip 
to the IL Holocaust Museum and Education Center made by 
Adult Fellowship. At the end of the tour, a film was shown 
with a Holocaust Survivor making the statement, "The greatest 
tragedy was not that the Holocaust happened but the great 
tragedy is the silence surrounding it."  

Several of us feel we should not continue to be silent about 
race and religious relations, immigrant and refugee issues, and 
social welfare issues but become informed enough to speak 
wisely. Therefore we are starting the "Silent No More" book 
discussions. There will be four books discussed during the 
school year. People are encouraged to read the books whether 
or not they can attend the discussion.  

The first discussion will be held on Friday, October 13 at 10 
am at St Mark's (room to be announced). The book will be 
"American's Original Sin: Racism, White Privilege and the 
Bridge to a New America" by Jim Wallis (2016). You may buy 
the book from Amazon (paperback $11 plus shipping and tax), 
a book store, or check it out from your library. Any questions 
call Marge Gugerty at 630-906-6110.  

St. Mark’s Quilters Luncheon 

Lydia’s Peacemakers, with the help of the 
Knit Pickers will be hosting their famous, 
yearly luncheon September 30 in Sanctuary 
Hall. Reserve your spot today by sending a $15 check (for 
each person attending, as well as name of guests), written to 
“St. Mark’s” with “luncheon” in the memo line. Mail your 
checks to Peggy Shields, 1548 Waterford Road, North Aurora, 
IL 60542.  “One Quilter’s Journey” is the theme for the 
luncheon. Virginia Biltgen is the guest speaker and she will 
share how quilting has affected her life and the lives of others. 

This year you can enjoy mouth-watering salads with dinner 
rolls. Since you will be saving some calories by eating salad, 
you can also indulge in a scrumptious dessert! Tea, coffee, and 
water will be served as well. Feel free to bring guests, 
family members, and neighbors. 

Raffle tickets will be available so you may need some cash if 
you want to participate. Each ticket is an opportunity to win 
one of two beautiful, handmade quilts.  

Reservations can be made Saturday, 
September 16 and 23 as well as September 17 
and 24 before and after the 9:00 a.m. and 10:30 
a.m. Worship Service. Proceeds will be used 
to purchase quilting materials as well as to pay 
for postage to mail the quilts across the world. 

Baby Care Kits—Lutheran World Relief  
Help is needed in providing items and assembling baby care 
kits for Lutheran World Relief.  Items must adhere to the list 
below to be acceptable and can be new or gently used with no 
stains. If you can help provide any of these items, please place 
them in the labeled box in the Narthex.  If you are able to help 
assemble kits, call Jodeen at 630-896-6281. 

Items we are collecting: cloth diapers, diaper pins, undershirts, 
outfits, receiving blankets, flannel, crocheted or knitted items 
of lightweight yarn, gentle soap bath bars, socks, dark colored 
hand towels, jackets, sweaters, sweatshirts with hoods, long or 
short sleeved gowns, items of sizes 6 - 24 months. No onesies 
please. The cost to ship each kit is approximately $1.30. 
Thank you to all who can help and donate!  

Life Line Screening 
Life Line Screening, a leading provider of community-based 
preventive health screenings will be in the Narthex, on Monday, 
September 18. Ultrasound screenings to Identify risk factors for 
Cardiovascular disease include; Carotid Artery (plaque buildup-a 
leading cause of stroke), Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm (an 
enlargement or weak area in the main blood vessel that carries blood 
from the heart to the rest of the body), Peripheral Arterial Disease 
(hardening of the arteries in the legs), a Heart Rhythm Screening (an 
EKG to detect Atrial Fibrillation-irregular heartbeat) and an 
Osteoporosis Risk Assessment for men and women. Being proactive 
about your health by knowing your risks helps you and your doctor 
address problems early.  
Register online today at www.lifelinescreening.com/

Home Starter Kit -  Hesed House TLC 
We ae asking your help in putting together a Home Starter Kit 
for a family that has done the hard work and is ready to move 
out of TLC and into their own apartment or home. The kit is a 
gift we can provide to a family to help make a successful 
transition to a new independent life. The kit will include basic 
kitchen items, cleaning supplies, bedding and bathroom 
supplies. Please see the list of needed items at out table in the 
Narthex. Items do not need to be new but they must be  in 
excellent, working condition.  St. Mark’s worked on this 
project years ago with great success! As a congregation, lets 
continue to make a difference in our community! 

http://www.lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle
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August Fellowship Time Hosts Recap 
Thank you to all of our August Fellowship Hosts! 
Aug 5 – 6: Adult Fellowship Group: This is an adult 
fellowship group of St. Mark’s members to promote 
fellowship and friendship through fun, learning opportunities.  
Aug 12 — 13: Pillow Case Ministry:  This ministry includes 
10 women involved in the purchasing of material, designing, 
and sewing pillow-style dresses. More than 3,000 dresses 
have been personally delivered to women in need. 
Aug 19—20: The Sunday School  
Aug 27—27: The FDL/Kitchen 

Pastoral Acts 
July 9: Cameron Stuart Sweeney and Dexter Wendel Homann 
Baptism 

July 15: Charles A. Draves Memorial Service  

Emmanuel House Update  
As part of our Capital Campaign – Sharing Our Faith – 
Securing Our Future – each month a tithe [10%] of all Capital 
Campaign income is set aside for St. Mark’s Community 
Outreach. Two projects are the focus of this particular 
Community Outreach. They are the McCleery School Project 
and Emmanuel House. St. Mark’s provides $400 per month to 
assist in helping families become homeowners in the Aurora 
community. Much information has been shared in the past 
about Emmanuel House and its ministry in Aurora. The house 
we are supporting is at 218 Oak Avenue in Aurora. There are 
various projects needing to be addressed at the house. A 
Volunteer Event and BBQ was held August 19 to address a 
few of these issues. Volunteers did landscaping, fixed the 
front steps, and enjoyed a BBQ with the family and other 
participants. Thank you for your continuing support of this 
very important Community Outreach program through 
Emmanuel House. 

McCleery School Mentoring Ministry Update  

We are progressing with the development of our new mentoring 
ministry with McCleery Elementary School. If you feel called to this 
ministry and have not signed up, there is still time to do so. Please 
sign-up at the Welcome Center. Below is a summary of the 
information we have to share thus far.  
 

 An orientation for all tutors will take place in late Sept. or early 
Oct.  

 Tutoring will begin sometime in October.   

 Reading had been identified as a district-wide priority this 
school year. However, there may also be a need for help with 
math.   

 Tutoring will occur Tuesday, Wednesday, and 
Thursdays (Tutors will pick the day/time that best fits their 
schedules.).  

 Tutors will be assigned to a specific classroom and meet with 
their student(s) once per week during the school year.  

 
Next Steps:  

 All tutors will need to have a background check done through 
the school district. More information about later.  

 Tutors will sign up for a specific one hour session(s) that best fit 
their schedules (more than one session if your 
schedule allows). Please see the sign-up sheet at the welcome 
center. 
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Are You Red, Yellow, Blue or Green? 

Are You Red, Yellow, Blue or Green? 
Years ago I served churches in the western part of 
Illinois – Moline and Geneseo. Many of the members of 
these two congregations were employees and administrators of 
the big farming manufacturer John Deere. Employees of that 
company were categorized by color: red, yellow, blue or 
green. The colors represented a different personality type. 
Their type was determined by a two hundred question 
personality test. 
Reds are strong leaders, fast-paced thinkers, risk takers, 
purposeful, drivers, strong-willed, less patient, overtly 
competitive and rational. 
Yellows are the life and soul of the party, sociable, expressive, 
imaginative and enthusiastic, informal, optimistic and 
animated. 
Blues are deep thinkers, analytical, detail focused and formal 
in their thinking. They are systematic, precise and pay 
attention to detail. 
Greens are cool, laid back and patient, easy to get along with 
and informal in their approach. They are social and focus on 
relationships. 
The personality analysis also identifies what each of the color 
types don’t like – but I will let you find that out. 
Wouldn’t it be interesting if church members took the test and 
we color coded the members of St. Mark’s? Do you think this 
system is applicable in a religious community? 
For two thousand years churches have been trying to build 
cooperation and collegiality among members. Would this 
system aid or hinder the mission of the church? Or would 
putting a color label on members of St. Mark’s defeat the 
purpose of what it means to be a disciple of Jesus? 
Stanley Marcus, the former chair of Neiman-Marcus, is one of 
this century's greatest retailing geniuses. His secret? Those 
who demand quality are likely to get it, he says. Likewise a 
church that demands high levels of discipleship is likely to get 
it. A society that demands respect and love among its citizens 
is likely to get it. 
We want to tell people that they ought to be a disciple because 
it is "good" for them. Sometimes, at least in the eyes of the 
world, it is "bad" for them. Look what happened to the twelve 
disciples. 
Discipleship is not just belonging to an organization. 
Discipleship is belonging to a person – Jesus Christ. And 
belonging to that person makes a difference in our life. A 
cleaning woman who'd been converted at a Salvation Army 
meeting was asked what difference Jesus made in her life. She 
said, "I don't sweep dirt under the carpets anymore." 
Our fall program will soon be a mainstay of our life here at St. 
Mark’s. Classes, events and opportunities will all provide us 
time to be together – but the most important together time we 
will have is in our worship life. Whether we are red, yellow, 
blue or green or any shade of any of those or in between any 
of them the one thing that absolutely has to define us is our 
commitment to gather in worship. If we are not committed to 

gather in worship on a faithful, regular basis then who or 
what defines us cannot be that we are a disciple of Jesus or 
even just a member of a church. 
Our worship is corporate and communal, individualistic and 
personal. It is a feeding station for our life, a way to become 
energized through prayer, praise, Word and Meal. 
Start out your fall season correctly by making a personal 
commitment for you and your family to worship faithfully 
and regularly. Our colors don’t define us – God through Jesus 
has defined us. And we are called “children of God”, 
daughters and sons of the one who has claimed and named us 
in the waters of our Baptism. 
    Pastor Olson, Interim 
 

Time & Talent Inventories Now Compiled 

and Entered in Data Base 
Thank you to Michelle Leedham for compiling all the 
results of the Time & Talent Inventories and to George 
Huensch for entering all the data. This means that this 
information has now been shared with the Council 
members and Staff of St. Mark’s. At this time, leaders of 
various teams, committees and groups are being identified 
and will be able to make connections with all who 
indicated a willingness to share in the various ministries 
of St. Mark’s. Individual reports can be developed for 
each of the 105 areas that could have been selected. There 
are 39 pages of responses in the complete Inventory now 
printed out for use. Individual leaders will be contacted by 
Julie Simpson and/or Carol Reiseck to make connections 
with those indicating a willingness to be involved. Thank 
you to all who have responded. It is never too late to fill 
out an Inventory and have that information entered. 
Copies of the Inventory and a basket to receive them are 

Council Highlights – Meeting on 9/14/17 
 Financial Report by Treasurer Preston Runyan [see 

financial recap on page 9] 

  Pastor Olson’s Report dealt with worship attendance 
statistics in June and July over a four-year period; Time & 
Talent Inventories were distributed; information was shared 
about philanthropic giving, stewardship possible emphases; 
updates to Sanctuary Hall and future staffing needs. 

 Ministry Reports included a positive and enthusiastic report 
on the recent Vacation Bible School with over 90 children 
and 50 volunteers participating; Health and Wellness 
Ministry shared that the numbers of blood pressure 
screenings are increasing, BeFriender Ministry has 
completed their training of four volunteers, McCleery 
School Tutoring and Mentoring Program will begin this 
fall. 

 Endowment Fund information was shared and Old and 
New Business was discussed. 
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Recent Updates to the Facility the Result of 

Special Gifts 
            In our Vacation Bible School and the recent CDC 
Musical the use of the newly installed projection system 
provided a delightful way for all to see. The use of the 
system to project the Children’s Message at worship has 
been a wonderful way for all – children and adults – to 
be part of that time. We are grateful for a special gift to 
St. Mark’s that has provided this enhancement to our 
worship. 
            Flooring has been installed in the Education 
Wing and has been paid for by the Child Development 
Center through an arrangement that benefits both the 
CDC and St. Mark’s. This needed update of the flooring 
was necessary due to wear and history of the tiles that 
were installed many, many years ago. 
            The Sanctuary Hall has recently had some up-
dates with a water line connection to the ice maker in the 
refrigerator, the addition of another refrigerator, a warm-
ing oven, electrical outlets to make the needed connec-
tions, new vertical keyed cabinets to provide appropriate 
storage and additional tables for serving. This Sanctuary 
Hall upgrade was all done with special gifts and re-
sources from the Kitchen Fund. These upgrades will pro-
vide for a much easier opportunity for events to happen 
in Sanctuary Hall. 
            Please remember that all of these updates to the 
facility have been accomplished through special gifts and 
not through any funds from the General Operating Fund. 

Coming Up in Our Worship 
During the weekends of September we again focus on the Season of 
Creation. These weeks help us to focus on the relationship between 
God, people and the earth. God’s presence is shown to us through the 
natural world and our task is to respond as faithful stewards of 
creation. We begin with a focus on Forest, followed by Land, 
Wilderness and finally River. Make sure you check out the ongoing 
displays in the Narthex and Sanctuary to help us also have a visual 
perspective of these different weeks. 
 
There is a Frank & Ernest cartoon in which Frank and Ernest are 
angels talking to God on a cloud. They are all looking down at planet 
Earth. Frank says to God: "He looks lonely. Why don't you split the 
Adam?" 
 
As we consider the Season of Creation these upcoming weeks, one of 
Rodin's sculptures portrays this theological awareness. The 
magnificent piece in the Metropolitan Museum of Art is entitled The 
Hand of God. There is the hand, strong and sensitive, working with a 
lump of clay, fashioning a man and woman out of the inordinate, 
chaotic mass. 
 
Interestingly, the Philadelphia Museum houses another of Rodin's 
works, The Hand of the Devil. The hands are essentially the same. 
Both are the strong, sensitive, long-fingered hands of an artist. But 
whereas the hand of God is fashioning form out of the lump of clay, 
the hand of the devil is idly working it, continually destroying any 
shape that appears. The clay continues to exist only as a meaningless 
lump. It remains a chaotic mass of nothing. 
 
The biblical understanding of God's creative activity is to bring order 
- imaginative, beautiful order - out of chaos. Hermann Hesse, the 
great writer wrote, "Trees are sanctuaries. Whoever knows how to 
speak to them, whoever knows how to listen to them, can learn 
truth." In our worship we consider some of these incredible gifts of 
Creation. Make worship a priority as we gather with the Church 
Militant to celebrate God’s incredible gifts to us. Our Scripture foci 
for these weeks are as follows: 
 
September 2/3 – Forest 
First Lesson – Genesis 2:4b – 22 
Second Lesson – Acts 17:22 – 28 
Gospel – John 3:1 – 16 
September 9/10 – Land 
First Lesson – Genesis 3: 14 -19; 4: 8 -16 
Second Lesson – Romans 5: 12 - 17 
Gospel – Matthew 12: 38 – 40 
September 16/17 – Wilderness 
First Lesson – Joel 8: 1-10; 17-20 
Second Lesson – Romans 8: 18 – 27 
Gospel – Matthew 3: 13 – 4:2 
September 23 – River 
First Lesson - Genesis 8:20-22; 9:12-17 
Second Lesson - Revelation 22:1-5 
Gospel - Matthew 28:1-10 
 
A reminder, our Saturday worship remains at 5 PM. Our Sunday 
worship will be one service at 9:30 on September 3 and September 
10. On September 17 we will go back to our 9 AM and 10:30 AM 
worship schedule. 

Fund-raising at St. Mark’s 
Over the last few years many fund-raisers have elected on 
their own to give 10% back to the capital reserve fund. The 
council is currently reviewing a Fund-Raising Policy & 
Guideline. A preliminary version of this document can be 
found on the web site. 
 
So what is fund-raising? Fundraising is when any ministry of 
St. Mark’s decides to run a special event to raise extra monies 
that their annual budget may not cover. Sometimes our youth 
have fund-raisers all year long in order to obtain the money 
necessary for their annual mission trip. 
 
ELCA sponsored events (i.e. Disaster Relief or World Hunger 
Appeal) are not fundraisers since these events are part of a 
national ministry and all monies collected go directly to the 
ELCA and that specific ministry. 
 
If there are any questions or comments please feel free to 
contact me or any member of the council. 
 
    Don Friend, President 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     

 

1 

6:30p Al-Anon 

2 Pentecost 13 

Coffee Sales 

5:00p Worship 

 

 

3 Pentecost 13 

Coffee sales 

9:30a Worship 

7:00p Naomi Circle 

 

 

4 

Labor Day—Office Closed 

5 

9:30-10:30 Pre-K Music 

1:00p Staff Meeting 

6:00p Sanctuary Art & Banner team 

7:00p Glory Ringers—H.S. & Adult 

Rehearsal 

 

6 

9:30a Bread Wrappers 

1:00p Office Volunteers 

3:30-4:15p CDC Music 

6:00p Parent Orientation for FDL 

6:30p Parent Orientation for Confirmation 

 

7 

9:45-10:30a  CDC Music 

7:00p AA Meeting 

7:00p Lion’a Voice Choir 

8 

6:30p Al-Anon 

 

9 Pentecost 14 

5:00p Worship 

 

 

 

 

10   Pentecost 14 

9:30a Worship 

Rally Day 
9:00a Sunday School 

 

11 

9:30a Faith Circle — Millie Price 

5:30p Council Meeting 

6:00p Sanctuary Art & Banner team 

7:00p Fox Valley Festival Chorus 

12 

9:30-10:30a  Pre-K Music 

10:00a Adult Study 

1:00p Staff Meeting 

7:00p Glory Ringers—H.S. & Adult 

Rehearsal 

 

13 

9:30a Bread Wrappers 

1:00p Office Volunteers 

3:30-4:15p CDC Music 

5:00p Roaring Ringers  Gr 3-5 

5:30p FDL Gr 1-5 & H.S. 

5:30p Joyous Praise Bells Gr 6-8 

6:00p Confirmation Classes Gr 6-8 

7:30p Wednesday Worship 

14 

9:45-10:30a CDC Music 

6:00p Sanctuary Arts & Banners 

7:00p AA Meeting 

7:00p Lion’s Voice Choir 

15 

6:30p Al-Anon 

 

16   Pentecost 15 

5:00p Worship 

 

17 Pentecost 15 

Coffee Sales 

9:00a  & 10:30a Worship 

9:00a Sunday School 

 

 

 

 

18 

8:00a Life Line Screening 

9:30a Ruth Circle 

6:00p Sanctuary Art & Banner team 

7:00p Fox Valley Festival Chorus 

 

 

  

19 

9:30-10:30a  Pre-K Music 

10:00a Adult Study 

1:00p Staff Meeting 

7:00p Glory Ringers—H.S. & Adult 

Rehearsal 

 

 

20 

9:30a Bread Wrappers 

1:00p Office Volunteers 

3:30-4:15p  CDC Music 

5:00p Roaring Ringers  Gr 3-5 

5:30p FDL Gr 1-5 & H.S. 

5:30p Joyous Praise Bells Gr 6-8 

6:00p Confirmation Classes Gr 6-8 

21 

9:45-10:30a CDC Music 

7:00p AA Meeting 

7:00p Lion’s Voice Choir 

22 

6:30p Al-Anon 

 

23   Pentecost 16 

5:00p Worship 

 

24   Pentecost 16 

9:00a & 10:30a Worship 

9:00a Sunday School 

 

                                                 

25 

9:00a Lydia’s Piecemakers & Knit Pickers 

6:45p Rolingwood Colony Meeting  

7:00p Fox Valley Festival Chorus 

                                      

26 

9:30-10:30a  Pre-K Music 

10:00a Adult Study 

1:00p Staff Meeting 

7:00p Glory Ringers—H.S. & Adults 

Rehearsal  

27 

9:30a Bread Wrappers 

1:00p Office Volunteers 

3:30-4:15p  CDC Music 

5:00p Roaring Ringers  Gr 3-5 

5:30p FDL Gr 1-5 & H.S. 

5:30p Joyous Praise Bells Gr 6-8 

6:00p Confirmation Classes Gr 6-8  

6:00p Quilt Set Up in Sanctuary  

7:00p  Hope Circle 

28 

9:45-10:30a CDC Music 

7:00p AA Meeting 

7:00p Lion’a Voice Choir 

29 

3:00p Lydia’s Fall Luncheon Set Up 

7:00p Al-Anon 

30 Pentecost 17 

Coffee Sales 

11:45a Lydia’s Fall Luncheon  

5:00p Worship 

October Calendar 
St. Mark's Lutheran Church 
 

Phone: 630-897-6891 
Fax: 630-897-4842 
Web: www.stmarksaurora.net 
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6:00p Parent Orientation for FDL 
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9:45-10:30a  CDC Music 

7:00p AA Meeting 

7:00p Lion’a Voice Choir 

8 

6:30p Al-Anon 

 

9 Pentecost 14 

5:00p Worship 

 

 

 

 

10   Pentecost 14 

9:30a Worship 

Rally Day 
9:00a Sunday School 

 

11 

9:30a Faith Circle — Millie Price 

5:30p Council Meeting 

6:00p Sanctuary Art & Banner team 

7:00p Fox Valley Festival Chorus 

12 

9:30-10:30a  Pre-K Music 

10:00a Adult Study 

1:00p Staff Meeting 

7:00p Glory Ringers—H.S. & Adult 

Rehearsal 

 

13 

9:30a Bread Wrappers 

1:00p Office Volunteers 

3:30-4:15p CDC Music 

5:00p Roaring Ringers  Gr 3-5 

5:30p FDL Gr 1-5 & H.S. 

5:30p Joyous Praise Bells Gr 6-8 

6:00p Confirmation Classes Gr 6-8 

7:30p Wednesday Worship 

14 

9:45-10:30a CDC Music 

6:00p Sanctuary Arts & Banners 

7:00p AA Meeting 

7:00p Lion’s Voice Choir 

15 

6:30p Al-Anon 

 

16   Pentecost 15 

5:00p Worship 

 

17 Pentecost 15 

Coffee Sales 

9:00a  & 10:30a Worship 

9:00a Sunday School 

 

 

 

 

18 

8:00a Life Line Screening 

9:30a Ruth Circle 

6:00p Sanctuary Art & Banner team 

7:00p Fox Valley Festival Chorus 

 

 

  

19 

9:30-10:30a  Pre-K Music 

10:00a Adult Study 

1:00p Staff Meeting 

7:00p Glory Ringers—H.S. & Adult 

Rehearsal 

 

 

20 

9:30a Bread Wrappers 

1:00p Office Volunteers 

3:30-4:15p  CDC Music 

5:00p Roaring Ringers  Gr 3-5 

5:30p FDL Gr 1-5 & H.S. 

5:30p Joyous Praise Bells Gr 6-8 

6:00p Confirmation Classes Gr 6-8 

21 

9:45-10:30a CDC Music 

7:00p AA Meeting 

7:00p Lion’s Voice Choir 

22 

6:30p Al-Anon 

 

23   Pentecost 16 

5:00p Worship 

 

24   Pentecost 16 

9:00a & 10:30a Worship 

9:00a Sunday School 

 

                                                 

25 

9:00a Lydia’s Piecemakers & Knit Pickers 

6:45p Rolingwood Colony Meeting  

7:00p Fox Valley Festival Chorus 

                                      

26 

9:30-10:30a  Pre-K Music 

10:00a Adult Study 

1:00p Staff Meeting 

7:00p Glory Ringers—H.S. & Adults 

Rehearsal  

27 

9:30a Bread Wrappers 

1:00p Office Volunteers 

3:30-4:15p  CDC Music 

5:00p Roaring Ringers  Gr 3-5 

5:30p FDL Gr 1-5 & H.S. 

5:30p Joyous Praise Bells Gr 6-8 

6:00p Confirmation Classes Gr 6-8  

6:00p Quilt Set Up in Sanctuary  

7:00p  Hope Circle 

28 

9:45-10:30a CDC Music 

7:00p AA Meeting 

7:00p Lion’a Voice Choir 

29 

3:00p Lydia’s Fall Luncheon Set Up 

7:00p Al-Anon 

30 Pentecost 17 

Coffee Sales 

11:45a Lydia’s Fall Luncheon  

5:00p Worship 

October Calendar 
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….. Budget Recap 

Monthly Budget Goal      $    71,480.67  
 

Monthly Offering Information 

 Envelopes—General Fund    $    58,485.88      

 Miscellaneous (Includes Child Care Center) $      1,150.00   

 Other (loose,  Sunday School, interest)  $         388.81   

Total General Fund Income     $    60,024.69 

Monthly Surplus (Shortfall)     $     (11,455.98)     

 

Year-to-Date Information as of 5/31/17 

Annual Budget      $ 857,768.00  

Percent of Year Completed                   58.3% 

Offerings/Commitments Received, Year to Date  $ 462,865.72       

Actual Expenses, Year to Date    $ 490,986.57       

Actual Expense Surplus (Shortfall), Year to Date $      28,120.85       

Budget Surplus (Shortfall), Year to Date   $     (37,498.95)   

 

Capital Campaign 

Additional mortgage principal payments, 2016 gifts $   90,000.00  

Additional mortgage principal payments, 2017 gifts  $ 130,585.58  

 

Mortgage Balance as of 7/17/17 

Balance Due on Church (not including CDC)  $2,091,245.09     

Thrivent Choice 

Eligible Thrivent Financial 
members can use the 
Thrivent Choice grant 
program to direct their 
“Choice Dollars” to St. 
Mark’s or to another 
participating nonprofit 
organization or congregation. 

Last month, Thrivent 
deposited $752 in our 
account, thanks to Carol and 
Jens Jensen, Susan Manning, 
and Sheryl Murphy. 

These gifts help St. Mark’s in 
its ministries — thank you for 
directing your Thrivent 
Choice Dollars here! 

Capital Campaign Report  
Our Sharing Our Faith – Securing Our Future Capital 
Campaign continues to make progress on increasing ministry 
opportunities and decreasing the debt load. As of July 17, the 
mortgage balance stands at $2,116,002.90. Over the past 
month the mortgage has been reduced by $22,095.30.   
Thank you to the members who have placed this Capital 
Campaign as a focus of their prayer and giving life. If the 
present giving and payments continue at the present pace, 
within @6 months the mortgage balance will be reduced to 
below $2M. At present the Community Outreach balance that 
represents a 10% commitment of income received from the 
Capital Campaign stands at $22,883.54.   
If you have not yet made a commitment to the Capital 
Campaign it is not too late to do so. Commitment cards are 
available through the Church Office or in some of the slots in 
the pew racks. Your participation is very important and all 
gifts are essential in order that St. Mark’s can continue to 
Share Our Faith and Secure Our Future.  
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Family Counseling Service of Aurora, 630-844-2662  
Gateway Foundation/Aurora, 630-966-7400  
Kane County Health Department, 630-208-3801  
Linden Oaks Behavioral Health, 630-646-5200   
National Alliance on Mental Illness, Kane-South, DeKalb 
& Kendall Counties, 630-896-6264  
Northwestern Medicine Behavioral Health, 630-933-4000  
Presence Mercy Medical Center, 630-801-2657  
Renz Addiction Counseling Center, 847-742-3545   
Senior Services Association, 847-741-0404  
VNA Health Care, 630-978-9835 

“God is our refuge and our strength, an ever-present help in 
distress.”   
     Psalm 46:2 
Jean Clementz, RN 

Presence Mercy Medical Center 

Faith Community Nurse at St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 

 

National Recovery Month 

Recovery Month promotes the societal benefits of prevention, 
treatment, and recovery for mental and substance use 
disorders, celebrates people in recovery, lauds the 
contributions of treatment and service providers, and 
promotes the message that recovery in all its forms is 
possible. Behavioral health is essential to overall health. 
Prevention works, treatment is effective and people can 
and do recover.  

Recovery Month celebrates the gains made by those in 
recovery, just as we celebrate health improvements made by 
those who are managing other health conditions such as high 
blood pressure, diabetes, asthma, and heart disease.   
There are millions of Americans whose lives have been 
transformed through recovery. Each September, tens of 
thousands of prevention, treatment, and recovery programs 
and facilities around the country celebrate National 
Recovery Month. They speak about the gains made by those 
in recovery and share their success stories with their 
neighbors, friends, and colleagues. This helps to increase 
awareness and furthers a greater understanding about the 
diseases of mental and substance use disorders.  

If you or someone you know is in need of mental health 
services or support, please contact your health care provider 
or one of the agencies listed below.   
 
The Association for Individual Development, 630-966-4000  
Aunt Martha’s Youth Service Center, 630-859-6562  
Breaking Free, 630-897-1003   

 

What is the Endowment Fund? 
A donation to our Endowment Fund is fundamentally 
different than other contributions to our church and its 
ministries. 
An Endowment Fund like ours is conceived to last forever, 
expanding by gifts and donations. Your donation is not spent 
but left to grow to make it possible to make annual grants 
from the proceeds. 
Your contribution goes to enlarge the Fund, enabling it to 
fund ever-larger projects through its return on investments. 
The Endowment Fund Team members of this congregation, is 
obliged not to spend those original donations but to safeguard 
them through wise and stable investments. 
Your donation is allowed to live on forever, giving the 
Endowment Fund and St. Mark’s a lasting legacy of 
charitable, religious and educational gifting due to your help. 
Please join us after church September 23/24 for more 

Endowment Fund Testimonial 

In the fall of 2006 Debbie and I joined St. Mark’s church. In the 
last 10 years, we have come to think of St. Mark’s and its 
members as our extended family. We believe in all that St. 
Mark’s stands for, preaches and teaches. We believe St. Mark’s 
will be around for another 56 years plus and be a leader in 
Aurora and the surrounding areas. We believe this so much, we 
bought a Columbarium Niche for our remains when we are 
called home to heaven. This is also why we believe in the 
Endowment Fund. Shortly, Debbie and I will be updating our 
wills. We plan to specify 10% of our estate to the St. Mark’s 
Endowment Fund. We do not know when we will be called 
home but giving to the Endowment Fund is our way of 
hopefully providing for a future ministry or building repair or 
expansion. Our current Capital Campaign is trying to reduce 
our building debt for today and provide an additional three 
years of Outreach Ministry. The Endowment Fund is planning 
for a future. I am reminded of the old Greek proverb that goes 
something like this, “Great civilizations are built by men, who 
plant trees they know they will never enjoy the shade of.”  

Don and Debbie Friend 

Smile – and Support St. Mark’s 

If you shop on Amazon, you can support St. Mark’s by shopping on 
AmazonSmile instead. What’s AmazonSmile? AmazonSmile 
(smile.amazon.com) is a website operated by Amazon that is 
exactly the same as Amazon, except that when you when you shop 
there, the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the price 
of eligible purchases to St. Mark’s.  

Here’s how it works: Go to AmazonSmile (smile.amazon.com) and 
click “select.” Search for St. Mark’s Lutheran Church Aurora and 
select it as your charity. (Note: It is listed as “St. Marks” — without 
the apostrophe.) Then just go to smile.amazon.com rather than 
amazon.com (change your bookmark right now) for your shopping. 
There is no cost to St. Mark’s, and Amazon does not deduct any 
fees, so smile, shop and support St. Mark’s!  

http://aurorafcs.org/
http://recoveratgateway.org/
http://kanehealth.com/
https://www.eehealth.org/locations/naperville/linden-oaks-behavioral-health
http://www.namidkk.org/
http://www.delnor.com/
http://www.presencehealth.org/presence-mercy-medical-center-aurora
http://www.renzcenter.org/
http://www.seniorservicesassoc.org/
http://www.vnahealth.com/start.cfm
http://www.the-association.org/crisis_community_outreach.html
http://www.auntmarthas.org/
http://www.breakingfreeinc.org/
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S t.  M a r k ’ s  S ta f f  

Pastor Patricia Geiseman  

Pastor 
630-897-6891 Ext. 15 

pgeiseman@stmarksaurora.net 

Pastor Paul Olson  

Interim Pastor 
630-897-6891 Ext. 13 

polson@stmarksaurora.net 

Kristin Young 

Director of Worship & the Arts 
630-897-6891 Ext. 16 

kyoung@stmarksaurora.net 

Kari Reiseck 

Director of Youth and Family Ministry 
630-897-6891 Ext. 22 

kreiseck@stmarksaurora.net 

Sue Hilderbrand 

Director of Bell Choir 
 630-897-6891 Ext. 24 

shilderbrand@stmarksaurora.net 

Heather Kuziel 
Communications Manager 

630-879-2195 
communicationcoord@stmarksaurora.net 

Deb Arcilla 

Office Manager 
630-897-6891 Ext. 10 

darcilla@stmarksaurora.net 

John Themanson 

Finance Administrator 
 630-897-6891 Ext. 19 

jthemanson@stmarksaurora.net 

Al Lettow 

Facility Manager 
630-897-6891 Ext. 12 

facilitymgr@stmarksaurora.net 

Jean Clementz 

Faith Community Nurse 
630-897-6891 Ext. 23 

jean.clementz@presencehealth.org 

Jim Erickson 

Financial Secretary 
630-235-6510 

jerickson@stmarksaurora.net 

Colette Patterson - Moon 

Director, Child Development Center 
630-897-6063 

stmarksdir@att.net  

Terese Ruppel 

Nursery Coordinator 
630-466-1036 

ter60554@gmail.com  

C o u n c i l  M e m b e r s  

Don Friend 

Council President 
(630) 892-6616 

donaldfrnd@yahoo.com 

Preston Runyan 

Treasurer 
(630) 466-7831 

blkcr1957@yahoo.com 

Rick Jansen 

Property 
(630) 253-3800 

sigmolding@yahoo.com 

Jeanne Flynn 

Member 
(630) 896-6312 

flynn64sq@sbcglobal.net 

Julie Simpson 

Member 
(630) 212-6413 

djsimp480@hotmail.com 

Lindsay Meyer  

Member 
(630) 207-2668 

lindsay.meyer84@gmail.com 

Heather Rehg (630) 801-4121 

Carol Reiseck 

Member 

630-554-4255 
carol.reiseck@cuchicago.edu 

Pastor Pat Geiseman 

 
630-897-6891 Ext. 15 

pgeiseman@stmarksaurora.net 

Cereal Bowl Challenge Donation Results 
Results from our 2017 Cereal Bowl Challenge 
have found regular Cheerios has retained the 
“Favorite” title for the second year in a row. 
The challengers were Kellogg’s Corn Flakes 
and Kellogg’s Frosted Flakes. A total of 
$464.03 was raised to benefit the Aurora Area 
Interfaith Food Pantry. The Food Pantry’s 
buying power allows them to purchase $7.00 
worth of food for every dollar we donate. 
The need becomes greater each week. Jesus 
said, “I was hungry and you gave me food.” 
We answer, “Lord when did we give you 
food?” He replied, “Whatever you’ve done 
for the least of these you have done for me.”  

 

Thank you to all who donated by voting for your favorite 
cereal. We raised enough to provide $3,248.00 (through 
buying power) worth of food for those who do not always 
have enough to eat. Hallelujah!  

 

Thank You Stephanie  - Welcome Heather!  

Recently Stephanie Mulvaney, our Communications 
Coordinator, has been fortunate to receive and accept an offer 
for a full-time position in her field of Communications. We are 
thankful for her time with St. Mark’s and wish her well in her 
new endeavors. Thank you Stephanie for your work with us. 
We have been fortunate to fill that part-time position with 
Heather Kuziel. Heather started work at St. Mark’s on 
Monday, August 7. Heather is a graduate of Western Illinois 
University with a degree in Journalism and Communications. 
She has worked with non-profits doing communications and 
publicity in Florida but now lives in Aurora. We welcome 
Heather to the staff at St. Mark’s! 

Thank you for your comforting words, prayers, cards and 
memorials at the passing of my brother, Tim. The kindness of 
the congregation is appreciated more than I can ever 
express. My brother Mike and I already planned to add some 
bushes to the project for the North side of the 
sanctuary. Memorials received  are designated for this 
project.          

Thank You, Sue Hilderbrand 

Worship Schedule: 

Through September 10: 

Saturday: 5:00 p.m. & Sunday: 9:30 a.m.  

September 17 and forward: 

               Saturday: 5:00 p.m. 

               Sunday: 9:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 



Servers  for Worship  
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Sept 2 & 3 Saturday, 5:00pm Sunday, 9:30am 

Acolytes TBA TBA 

Adult Worship Assistants Bob Johnson Anna Themanson 

A/V Desk Kasey Minard TBA 

Altar Care Virgil Ostreng Team A 

Bread Baker Matt Greising Matt Greising 

Hospitality Team Kathy Walz, Dave & Nancy Clark Team A - Perry/Steinheimer 

Reader Kathy Walz Team A 

Welcome Center Hosts TBA Team A 

Sept 9 & 10   

Acolytes TBA Josh & Ben Muson Rodriguez 

Adult Worship Assistants Bob Johnson Anna Themanson 

A/V Desk Nancy Clark TBA 

Altar Care Debra Haddad Team B 

Bread Baker Jens Jensen Jens Jensen 

Hospitality Team D & N Clark, Matt Hicks Team B - Wood-Youth Group 

Reader Miriam Hicks Team B 

Welcome Center Hosts TBA Team B 

Sept 16 & 17   

Acolytes TBA TBA 

Adult Worship Assistants Bob Johnson Greg Jackman 

A/V Desk Kathy Walz TBA 

Altar Care Don Bryant Team C  

Bread Baker Susan Manning Susan Manning 

Hospitality Team Jenson, Ostreng, Clark Team C - Thorsen/Olp 

Reader Eric Egeland Team C 

Welcome Center Hosts TBA Team C 

Sept 23 & 24  

Acolytes TBA Brady Reiseck & Madeline Drafall 

Adult Worship Assistants TBA TBA 

A/V Desk Sheila Johnson TBA 

Altar Care Al Lettow Team D 

Bread Baker Pam Krasinski Pam Krasinski 

Hospitality Team Al Lettow, Steve Kuhn, Kathy Walz Team D—Thorsen 

Reader Bob Johnson Team D 

Welcome Center Hosts TBA Team D 
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