
Additional Resources 
about Juneteenth

• What Is Juneteenth? https://www.theroot.com/what-is-
juneteenth-1790896900

• This Is Why Juneteenth Is Important for America: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=iu6ntwHws5g

• From the Smithsonian—Celebrating Juneteenth: https://nmaahc.si.edu/blog-
post/celebrating-juneteenth

• Black-Ish Juneteenth: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gtUctFAO8ds

• Frederick Douglass, The Meaning of Fourth of July for a Negro: https://www.
pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/4h2927.html

On June 19, 1865, Maj. Gen. Gordon Granger 
issued an order that set free all of the enslaved 
people in Texas. Granger’s order in Texas came 
two-and-a-half years after Lincoln had signed 
the Emancipation Proclamation. In fact, his 
order came after the Civil War had ended and 
President Lincoln had been assassinated.

Today, the Internet allows us to see news 
events as they unfold. In the 1860s, however, 
news traveled much more slowly. After New 
Orleans had been captured by Union soldiers in 
1862, slave owners in Mississippi and Louisiana 
began moving to Texas so that they could 
escape the reach of the Union army and retain 
their slaves.

When Gen. Granger issued the order, masters 
on plantations still had the power to decide 

when and how to announce the news to the 
enslaved people who worked for them. Often, 
they would wait until harvest to tell the slaves 
that they were, in fact, free. 

Newly freed Black people in Texas, with the 
help of the Freedmen’s Bureau, rallied around 
the date of June 19th, transforming that 
day into their own annual rite, “Juneteenth,” 
beginning one year later in 1866. While many 
knew that that date was not the exact day that 
all enslaved people were actually set free, it 
was, in fact, the day that enslaved people in 
Texas were told they were set free. 

Juneteenth was made an official holiday in 
Texas in 1979. Today, 47 states and the District 
of Columbia recognize Juneteenth as a state or 
ceremonial holiday. 

What Is Juneteenth?
“Hold those things that tell your history and protect them.” 

—Maya Angelou
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