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I am the v ine, you ar e th e branches.   
(John 15 :5 )  

In This Issue Summer Worship Schedule  

Beginning on June 4 and continuing through 
August 27, ther e will be one service at 9:30 
a.m. on Sundays.  

There will be familiar hymns with organ and 
piano, a children’s message and a coffee hour 
fellowship time following each Sunday worship 
service. A variety of ministries will host the 
coffee hour time and will spotlight their 
ministry, let the congregation know what they 
do and invite others to join them. (The Saturday 
5:00 p.m. service will continue as usual.) 

Stay tuned and stay connected to the ministry 
of St. Mark’s this summer! 

Church Music Sunday is May 21 

What’s Church Music Sunday? For centuries, 
the Introit (a small portion of a psalm text 
chanted at the beginning of the liturgy) for the 
Fourth Sunday of Easter was from Psalm 98, 
“Sing to the Lord a new song” (Cantate 
Domino), so that Sunday became known as 
“Cantate Sunday” and, in some traditions, 
became a day to celebrate music in the church.  

The Introit no longer exists in today’s Lutheran 
worship, but in current lectionaries, Psalm 98 is 
appointed to be sung between the first and 
second reading on the Sixth Sunday of Easter 
(Year B). Since the publication of Lutheran 
Book of Worship in 1978, that Sunday has often 
been known as “Church Music Sunday.” 

At St. Mark’s, Church Music Sunday is the day 
when we’ll dedicate our new Evangelical 
Lutheran Worship (ELW) hymnals.  

There is still time to purchase one or  
more copies at $25 each in memory of 
a loved one, in honor of someone or in 
celebration of an event or meaningful 
time. Forms, envelopes, and a drop box 
for your check are at the Welcome 
Center. 

Other special events will be part of 
Church Music Sunday as well — stay 
tuned! 

Pastor Geiseman’s Summer  

Sabbatical Coming Soon 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

The Season of Easter is upon us. Together we 
celebrate the new life that comes to us again and 
again through the power of God’s regenerative 
love. This coming summer I plan to do some 
more regenerating through travel plans and a 
sabbatical time. 

My summer schedule includes: 

 June 13- 22 —Traveling to Germany with 
the St. Mark’s choir and others. 

 June 23 - August 31 — Sabbatical leave  

The word “sabbatical” comes from the Hebrew 
“shabbat,”  sabbath, which literally means 
“ceasing.”   In the Bible people and animals 
rested from their work on the seventh day.  The 
land rested from its work every seven years.   

Even though this is new for St. Mark’s 
congregation, it is recommended by the ELCA 
for rostered leaders every seven years.  This will 
be my first —and final! — sabbatical. 

My goal for this time of Sabbath includes time 
to reflect, rest, renew and get ready for the 
transition time ahead as we prepare to call a 
second pastor and continue our visioning work. 
This time apart will be preparation and practice 
for me and for the congregation as I look ahead 
to retirement. 

During this time away Pastor Paul Olson will be 
covering pastoral responsibilities. I will not be 
available for pastoral care or emergencies. This 
means that I will be resting from phone calls, 
emails and texts. My pastor friends who have 
taken sabbaticals tell me that it takes a whole 
month to get used to this separation. 

I look forward to this Sabbath time, and have 
confidence the congregation will be well cared 
for with Pastor Olson’s leadership. I am grateful 
to the Congregation Council and to Pastor Olson 
for this needed and beneficial opportunity. 

In peace and grace, 

Pastor Patricia Geiseman 
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Registration for Vacation Bible 

School Is Now Open! 

Join the Maker Fun Factory this summer at 
Vacation Bible School! St. Mark’s VBS will 
be July 24-28 fr om 9:00 a.m. to noon. Fun 
Factory will create a world where curious kids 

become hands-on inventors who discover they're lovingly 
crafted by God. Kids will get to create their own snacks, help 
choose their games, try hands-on science experiments and so 
much more. Kids will learn that they are “created by God; 
built for a purpose!”  

Visit www.StMarksAuroraVBS.com for more information, 
to sign your children up to attend and to sign yourself up to 
volunteer. There are opportunities for all types of people: 
crafty people, organizers, technical folks, teachers, musicians 
and more! Please let Kari Reiseck know if you’d like to join 
the planning team — it takes a lot of behind-the-scenes work 
to make VBS happen! 

St. Mark’s  

Women’s Wellness Morning 

“Women and Money” 

Presented by: Janice Mowen, FIC 

Thrivent Financial Associate 

 

Women often face unique financial challenges.   
Learn to recognize these challenges and strategies to ensure 

your future security, regardless of your stage in life. 

Saturday, April 29 

9:00 – 11:00 a.m. 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, Sanctuary Hall 

27 S. Edgelawn Dr. Aurora 

A continental breakfast will be served.  

 

Please reserve your place by calling or emailing: 

Jean Clementz, RN 

630-897-6891 ext. 23 

jean.clementz@presencehealth.org 

Suggested donation: $5 

Sponsored by St. Mark’s Health and Wellness Ministry 

A Really Good Gift for Mother’s Day 

Consider honoring or remembering a special woman on 
Mother’s Day, May 14, with ELCA Good Gifts: gifts that 
grow the Church, fight hunger and transform lives. 

You might remember last year when we gave an entire herd of 
sheep to our brothers and sisters in need, and this year the 
Outreach Team has chosen goats. Our goal is to raise enough 
money for a small herd, which will change a whole village. 
Why goats? Goats go where other animals can’t – surviving in 
some of the world’s harshest environments: rocky terrain, 
drought-prone areas, small plots of land. Fresh milk from a 
goat provides daily nutrition for children and their families. 
Goats will reproduce and are often shared with neighbors or 
sold for extras like medicine, clothing and schooling.  

The cost of each goat is $50. Will you help provide a herd of 
goats — and a new beginning — to mothers and their families 
in need?  

Dedication sheets, notification cards and payment envelopes 
are on the table by the Outreach bulletin board. Dedication 
sheets must be turned in by May 8 to be part of the Mother’s 

Day bulletin. Dedicate a goat to 
honor or remember someone special 
this year!  

"For I was hungry and you gave me 
food. I was thirsty and you gave me 
something to drink. I was a stranger 
and you welcomed me."  

Matthew 25:35 

Welcome New Members! 

Please welcome these new members of St. Mark’s:  

† Martha Fitzgerald 

† Matt and Megan DesVeaux, Natalie and Julia  

† Matt and Mindy Zulkowski and Evalee 

† Carol Krueger 

† April Verser 

† Mark and Lisa King 

† Pat and Kathryn Sweeney and Cameron  

† Ashley Fairbanks 
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St. Mark’s Lutheran Church —  

Our Purpose and Principles  

Purpose: 
 

Principles:  

† Following faithfully where Jesus and the Spirit lead. 

† Giving unselfishly for the sake of God’s work.  

† Caring for each other as Christ cares for us. 

† Serving compassionately in response to our neighbors in 
need.  

† Welcoming and accepting all people into fellowship.  

† Engaging with the community to enhance wellbeing. 

Where Do the Quilts Go?  

An Update from Lydia’s Piecemakers 

Lydia’s Piecemakers would like to thank everyone at St. 
Mark’s for their continued support of the ministry. Most of 
last year’s quilts have gone to refugee camps for people 
escaping from the carnage in Syria. This spring the group 
continues to make quilts for Lutheran World Relief to 
distribute to many places around the world.  

This spring we also shared some lap-sized quilts with 
Catholic Charities to be given by their ombudsmen to some 
abused elderly people in the Rockford area. We also gave 
them five bundles of baby supplies to be used by Aurora 
mothers who come there for help in desperate need. Another 
recipient was Mutual Ground, which wanted five baby quilts 
to have on hand. Most of the baby quilts we have made went 
to the Youth Service Bureau of Illinois Valley in Aurora, an 
agency that places children in foster homes in our area and 
receives newborns from Chicago looking for a place to 
receive care.  

Lydia’s welcomes anyone and everyone to join this ministry. 
We meet the fourth Monday morning and the following 
Monday of every month. We look for all kinds of help — no 
special talents are needed for all the tasks we do. We need 
people who like to share both their work and their words. We 
do like to talk, we will admit, but in the midst of our fun we 
help the people in our communities and around the world. 
Call Betty Lankers at 630-553-5068 or Virginia Biltgen at 
815-970-4396 if you have any questions.  

Smile – and Support St. Mark’s 

If you shop on Amazon, you can support St. Mark’s by 
shopping on AmazonSmile instead. What’s AmazonSmile? 
AmazonSmile (smile.amazon.com) is a website operated by 
Amazon that is exactly the same as Amazon, except that 
when you when you shop there, the AmazonSmile 
Foundation will donate 0.5% of the price of eligible 
purchases to St. Mark’s.  

Here’s how it works: Go to AmazonSmile 
(smile.amazon.com) and click “select.” Search for St. Mark’s 
Lutheran Church Aurora and select it as your charity. (Note: 
It is listed as “St. Marks” — without the apostrophe.) Then 
just go to smile.amazon.com rather than amazon.com (change 
your bookmark right now) for your shopping. There is no 
cost to St. Mark’s, and Amazon does not deduct any fees, so 
smile, shop and support St. Mark’s!  

Planning a Baptism or a Wedding? 

Visit the Welcome Center for a Planning for a Baptism at St. 
Mark’s brochure or a Planning for a Wedding at St. Mark’s 
brochure. 
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Consider Electronic Giving for the Summer 

Electronic giving is a convenience for us when we’re on 
vacation, can’t find our envelopes or just don’t want to write 
checks. It’s also helpful for St. Mark’s — electronic giving is 
consistent, making our income more predicable and our 
finances easier to manage.   

When you sign up for electronic giving, the amount that you 
wish to commit to the work of St. Mark’s Lutheran Church is 
automatically withdrawn from your checking or savings 
account on either a weekly or monthly basis. The amount that 
you designate for electronic giving can either be your full 
pledge or only a part of your pledge. If you sign up for the 
weekly option, the amount you designate will be withdrawn 
every Thursday. If you sign up for the monthly option, the 
amount will be withdrawn on the first Thursday of the month. 

If you are considering electronic giving or have questions, 
feel free to contact Jim Erickson, Financial Secretary, at: 
jerickson@stmarksaurora.net or 630-897-0291. 

Council Highlights 

 The new adjusted figure for our church assets, based on 
the last appraisal, is $5.2 million. 

 The executive council agreed that Pastor Olson will work 
three-fourths time during the summer while Pastor 
Geiseman is on her sabbatical.  

 The Youth Group’s Easter Breakfast fundraiser and 
Rhonda Jaras Handmade Cards fundraiser, both to raise 
money for their summer mission trip, were approved.  

 The Child Development Center had the highest tuition 
paid ever in March 2017. 

 The Child Development Center is in need of a new 
treasurer. 

 The Call Committee will meet again with Pastor Sarah 
Stumme, Associate to the Bishop, at the end of April. All 
of our required information has been submitted. 

 An additional principal payment of $11,754.45 was paid 
from the Capital Campaign contributions in March. The 
Community Outreach fund has a balance of $20,303. 

 A new “Sharing Our Interests, Time and Talents” 
inventory form is being developed and will be distributed 
during the Easter season. Dedication weekend is planned 
for June 3 and 4, the Festival of Pentecost. 

 The Council continues to look at quotes for new flooring 
in the education wing. 

 The Endowment Fund has been opened with $25,000 from 
the Hanson Fund and a $1,000 gift.  

Prayer Corner 

I hope this prayer will bring 
you comfort. My sister 
brought it to me while I was 
in the hospital and we prayed 
it together often. 

Respectfully, 

Michelle Leedham 

 

A Traditional Native 
American Prayer 

O Great Spirit 

Whose voice I hear in the 
winds, 

And whose breath gives life 
to all the world, 

Hear me! I am small and 
weak, I need your strength 
and wisdom. 

 

Let me walk in beauty, and 
make my eyes ever behold 
the red and purple sunset. 

Make my hands respect the 
things you have made and my 
ears sharp to hear your voice. 

Make me wise so that I may 
understand the things you 
have taught my people. 

Let me learn the lessons you 
have hidden in every leaf and 
rock. 

I seek strength, not to be 
greater than my brother, but 
to fight my greatest enemy - 
myself. 

Make me always ready to 
come to you with clean hands 
and straight eyes. 

So when life fades, as the 
fading sunset, my spirit may 
come to you without shame. 

Tuesday Adult Study 

Adult Study will continue to 
meet at 10:00 a.m. on 
Tuesday mornings, resuming 
our focus on Martin Luther’s 
Small Catechism during our 
500th Commemoration of the 
Reformation.  

The Sacrament of Holy 
Baptism and the Sacrament of 
Holy Communion will be our 
focus as the class meets May 
2, May 9, May 16 and May 
23.  

Come and share in 
conversation, fellowship, and 
discussions of faith and life. 
Coffee and goodies are also 
shared! All are welcome!  

mailto:jerickson@stmarksaurora.net
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Adult Fellowship May Event —  

Early Sign-up Needed!  

Adult Fellowship will be going to Illinois Holocaust 
Museum and Education Center (9603 Woods Dr. in Skokie) 
on Thursday, May 25.  

We will have a private guided tour of the Zev & Shifra 
Karkomi Permanent Exhibit from 10:15 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. 
Tickets are $12 — please pay organizer Marge Gugerty by 
May 14.  

The minimum number for the tour is 15 people. Marge  
needs to know by May 7 if there will be more than 20 people 
attending, as that will require a second docent. If we have a 
second docent, we can have up to 40 people, and we can 
continue to sign up until May 14. On May 15, Marge will 
send in our final numbers with full payment. Tickets are not 
refundable after that. 

We will have lunch at Maggiano's at 4999 Old Orchard 
Center (a five-minute drive from the Museum), where you 
can get a lunch combo (your choice of two: soup, salad or 
half sandwich) for $9.99. Other lunch entrees range from 
$14 to $25.     

Sign-up sheets will be at the Welcome Center starting the 
weekend of April 22-23. Plan to meet at St. Mark’s at 8:15 
a.m. on May 25. Questions? Contact Marge Gugerty at 630-
906-6110. 

Sharing Our Interests, Time and Talents 2017 

During the Easter Season, we are focusing on identifying our 
interests, time and talents and how they can be used to share 
Christ’s abundant love with our neighbors. Over the last two 
weekends of April, information was shared in worship about 
the reason and purpose for the Inventory and how it will 
support and help the mission and ministry of St. Mark’s.  

Enclosed in this newsletter is a copy of the Inventory. It is 
based on the five priorities that have been set through the 
Visioning Process. If you have not had the opportunity to 
review it, please do so and prayerfully consider how your 
interests and talents and time can be shared in and through 
St. Mark’s.  

Copies will also be mailed out to all households, enough for 
each confirmed member to fill out and return. This mailing 
will come out the middle of May. On the weekend of June 3 
and 4 — The Festival of Pentecost — we will dedicate all 
these Inventories as we present them during worship 
services.  

Please note that this tool will be helpful in these ways: 

 If you have an interest in an area identified, please check 
it. 

 If you are already involved in an area identified, please 
check it. 

 If you are serving in an area identified, please check it.  

It has been many years since St. Mark’s has had a complete 
picture of the involvement of all of us. This tool will help to 
gain an awareness of how many members are participating 
and where new friends can contribute their own skill sets and 
interests.  

Because we belong to God, everything about us belongs to 
God: our selves, our bodies, our families, our time, our 
relationships — even our possessions. By sharing your 
interests, your time and your talents, you are being a good 
manager of all that God has first provided to you.  

After Interests, Time and Talent Commitment Weekend on 
June 3 and 4, the Inventories will be tallied and identified. 
Each staff member and Council member will receive the 
complete list of responses and will contact those who have 
responded in the areas for which they are responsible. And 
everyone who returns an Inventory will receive a thank-you 
note.  

This is only the beginning — a tool to help enhance our 
mission and ministry and a means to further develop 
relationships and friendships. It is not just busywork — it is 
a means for St. Mark’s to be a missional church, which is 
absolutely necessary in our day and time.  

Thanks for your willingness to support and participate in the 
ministries of St. Mark’s.     
           Pastor Olson, Interim 

  

St. Mark’s BeFriender Ministry: A 

Ministry of Listening Presence. 

BeFriender principles: 

 God is present. 

 Caring not curing. 

 Nonjudgmental presence. 

 Active listening. 

If you are interested in becoming a St. Mark’s BeFriender, 
please sign up at the Welcome Center. Individuals will meet 
with a team member during May or June. Please speak to Jean 
Clementz, Dave Gibson, or Becky Mueller for questions or 
more information. 

For your planning purposes, trainings will take place at St. 
Mark’s on the dates listed below. You must be able to attend 
all training sessions.   

July 15 (Saturday): 8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 

July 19 and 26 and August 2 (Wednesdays) 6:00-10:00 p.m. 
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Are You Receiving 

Your Weekly Update 

Email? 

Provide your email address 
and stay in the loop!  

Sign up on the “Happening at 
St. Mark’s” page on the web 
site, use the sign-in sheet in 
the Welcome notebooks on 
the pews or contact the 
church office.  

Please indicate whether you 
also want to have the Vine-
yard emailed to you. Thank 
you for staying connected!  

1,000,000 

Ever wonder what a million 
looks like?  We hear that 
number all the time. Three 
dozen St. Mark’s members 
packed at the February 
MobilePack event for Feed 
My Starving Children, and a 
total of 1,003,104 meals were 
packed that weekend. That 
will feed 2,748 children for a 
year.  

In the final shipment of meals 
sent by Aurora packers, 3,780 
boxes (816,480 meals) went 
to Nicaragua and 864 boxes 
(186,624 meals) went to 
Haiti. What’s important is that 
our members responded to 
God’s call to share our many 
blessings by doing some 
hands-on work and giving a 
couple of hours. Thanks to 
those who gave their time. 

Update on Our Emmanuel House Ministry 

By Austin Bredow 

I want to thank those who have expressed an interest in 
this new and exciting community outreach opportunity. 
This partnership between St. Mark's and Emmanuel 
House has been in the works for quite some time, and I 
look forward to the promising future I believe lies 
ahead. Here’s what’s been going on as we launch this 
new ministry:  

First, we held our first Emmanuel House training on 
March 26, and it was very well received.  

Second, as you may know by now, the property we will 
help clean and maintain is at 218 Oak Ave. (2nd floor 
unit).  We are also encouraged to meet with the family that will be living in the 2nd floor unit. I 
will be reaching out every couple of months for your support for them. 

Third, I conducted a walk-through of the property a couple of weeks ago with the executive 
director from Emmanuel House and created a list of potential projects that we can work on 
throughout the year as a church (see below).     

For now, we are being asked if we can clean the 2nd floor unit) on the weekend of April 29 in 
preparation for our family to occupy the unit in May. This will involve scrubbing the kitchen 
and bath, mopping the floors, vacuuming, washing the windows, etc.  Please let me know if 
you are available to help out with this very important first task:  a_bredow@yahoo.com or 773-
988-1231. 
 
You can still volunteer if you haven’t been able to do the training yet!  There will be more 
training opportunities later in the year, and you can volunteer in the meantime.   

Here are potential projects I see coming up for us in 2017: 

 Clean the unit in preparation for our family's May move-in. 

 Assist with new landscaping (with help from Emmanuel House) 

 Repair front steps and railings 

 Strip and repaint window trim, indoors and outdoors 

 Possibly help fund professional replacement of some windows 

 Replace storm cellar doors 

Again, thank you for your interest in this ministry. If you would like to find out more about 
Emanuel House or see a video, go to http://emmanuelhouse.org/about-us/.  I look forward to 
working with you!  
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Here’s Some Good News!  

St. Mark’s participates in the Good 
Gifts program of our Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America. Last 
year on Mother’s Day and Father’s 
Day, St. Mark’s provided great support for people across our 
globe. According to the latest report, $5,471,479 was raised 
through ELCA congregations across the country. The 
following are just some of the places where we helped: 

 200 piglets distributed in Liberia 

 1,350 mosquito nets distributed to families in Namibia 

 85 young adults in Global Mission volunteers serving 
in13 countries 

 4,960 orphans and vulnerable children fed in Malawi 

 250 scholarships for Lutheran seminary students in the 
United States 

 12 college scholarships awarded to emerging women from 
the global church 

 372 new ministries currently under development across 
the ELCA 

 150 children in Zimbabwe reached through the orphans 
and vulnerable children program 

 40 savings and loans groups established in Malawi 

 138 families assisted in developing farm land for 
sustainable livelihoods in Cambodia 

 300 energy-saving cook stoves produced in Rwanda 

 5,000 students in Thailand received health, life skills and 
HIV education 

 94 babies delivered safely through the Lutheran Clinic in 
Burure, Zimbabwe 

 16,000 Syrians assisted with winterization kits, including 
blankets and gas heaters in Jordan 

 Life saving and emergency assistance provided to 22,000 
refugees and internally displaced person in Ukraine and 
Russia 

 20 fish farms developed in Malawi 

 Food, assistance, blankets, hygiene kits and temporary 
shelters provided to more than 130,000 people in Nepal 

We can rejoice and give thanks for the generosity of people 
here at St. Mark’s, as well as sisters and brothers in our ELCA 
across the country, that in so many ways God’s goodness and 
love was given a very tangible and specific form for those in 
need. Thanks be to God!  

Shedding Light on the Education of Homeless 

Students 

Did you know that West Aurora School District 129 served 
almost 200 homeless students in fiscal year 2016? You’re 
invited to join a panel discussion, “The Educational Impact on 
Homeless Youth,” on Sunday, May 7 (rescheduled from the 
original March date), from 11:45 a.m. (after the 10:30 worship 
service) to 1:15 p.m. in the Community Room.  

Topics will include: If Illinois were to pass a state budget, 
what would it mean for the homeless in our community? Are 
homeless students missing opportunities for extracurricular 
activities? Does the van purchased by the West Aurora School 
District solve local transportation needs for homeless 
students? Speakers will be a representative from Hesed House 
and a local education expert. Light refreshments will be 
served. Please sign up at the Welcome Center.  

Volunteer Tutors Needed for McCleery School  

Volunteer tutors are needed for our outreach ministry to 
McCleery Grade School. Recent test scores r evealed a 
great need for math tutors for first through fifth grades. A 
volunteer information meeting is planned for mid-August, and 
our target date to begin tutoring is the week of September 11. 
Please sign up at the Welcome Center if you are interested in 
this outreach ministry. Questions? Contact Jean Clementz. 

Pas to r al  A c t s  
Memorial Services 

 Memorial Service for Joan Brackett, March 24  



Sun Mon Tue Wed
 1 

7:00p Naomi Circle 

7:30p Fox Valley Festival Chorus 

2 

9:30a CDC Music Time 

10:00a Adult Study 

1:00p Staff Meeting 

7:00p Glory Ringers - H.S. & Adults 

3 

9:30a The Bread Wrappers

1:00p Office Volunteers

5:00p Roaring Ringers

5:30p  FDL gr. 1-5 & H. S.

5:30p Joyous Praise Bells

6:00p  Confirmation 

7 Easter 4  

Good Shepherd Sunday 

9:00a Worship 

9:00a Sunday School  

Coffee Sales  
10:30a Worship 

3:00p Festival Choir Rehearsal 

8    

9:30a Faith Circle—Nicky Draves 

6:00p Sanctuary Arts and Banners 

7:30p Fox Valley Festival Chorus 

9 

9:30a CDC Music Time 

10:00a Adult Study 

1:00p Staff Meeting 

7:00p Glory Ringers - H. S.& Adults 

10 

9:30a WVMTA Meeting

9:30a The Bread Wrappers

1:00p Office Volunteers

7:00p Endowment Board Meeting

 

14  Easter 5 

Mother’s Day 

9:00a Worship 

10:30a Worship 

Mission Moment: Endowment Fund 

 

 

15 

9:30a Ruth Circle 

5:30p Council Meeting 

7:30p Fox Valley Festival Chorus 

 

16  

9:30a CDC Music Time                                    

10:00a Adult Study                                             

1:00p Staff Meeting                                            

7:00p Glory Ringers - H.S. & Adults 

17 

9:30a Bread Wrappers

1:00p Office Volunteers

7:00p Festival Choir Rehearsal

 

21 Easter 6  

Church Music Sunday 

9:00a Worship: Dedication of Hymnals 

Coffee Sales  

10:30a Worship: Dedication of Hymnals 

3:00p Festival Choir Rehearsal 

6:00p Music Academy Recital 

 

22  

9:00a Lydia’s Piecemakers & Knit Pickers 

7:00p Health Ministry Board Meeting 

7:30p Fox Valley Festival Chorus 

23 

9:30a CDC Music Time 

10:00a Adult Study 

10:30a Columbarium Board Meeting 

1:00p Staff Meeting 

 

24  

9:30a Bread Wrappers

1:00p Office Volunteers

 

28   Easter 7 

9:00a Worship 

10:30a Worship 

 

 

29 Memorial Day 

Office Closed 

7:30p Fox Valley Festival Chorus 

30  

9:30a CDC Music Time 

1:00p Staff Meeting 

 

31 

9:30a Bread Wrappers

1:00p Office Volunteers

7:00p Festival Choir Rehearsal

7:00p Hope Circle 

May Calendar
St. Mark's Lutheran Church 
 

Phone: (630) 897-6891 
Fax: (630) 897-4842 
Web: www.stmarksaurora.net 



Wed Thu Fri Sat 

9:30a The Bread Wrappers 

1:00p Office Volunteers 

5:00p Roaring Ringers 

5 & H. S. 

5:30p Joyous Praise Bells 

6:00p  Confirmation 

4 

4:30p CDC After School Music 

7:00p Lion’s Voice Choir 

5  

6:30p Al-Anon 

6  Easter 4  

Coffee Sales   

5:00p Worship 

9:30a WVMTA Meeting 

9:30a The Bread Wrappers 

1:00p Office Volunteers 

7:00p Endowment Board Meeting 

11 

4:30p CDC After School Music 
7:00p Lion’s Voice Choir 

 

12  

6:00p Pike/Miller Wedding Rehearsal 

6:30p Al-Anon 

13  Easter 5 

2:30p Pike/Miller Wedding 

5:00p Worship 

St. Mark’s hosts at Hesed House 

9:30a Bread Wrappers 

1:00p Office Volunteers 

7:00p Festival Choir Rehearsal 

18 

4:30p CDC After School Music 

7:00p Lion’s Voice Choir 

19 

6:30p Al-Anon 

20   Easter 6  

1:00p  Nielsen Recital 

4:15p Blood Pressure Screenings 

5:00p Worship 

Coffee sales 

9:30a Bread Wrappers 

1:00p Office Volunteers 

25 Ascension of Our Lord 

8:15a Meet at St. Mark’s for Adult 

Fellowship trip to Illinois Holocaust 

Museum  

4:30p CDC After School Music 

6:30p CDC Graduation 

 

26  

6:30p Al-Anon 

27   Easter 7      

5:00p Worship 

9:30a Bread Wrappers 

1:00p Office Volunteers 

7:00p Festival Choir Rehearsal 

7:00p Hope Circle 

   

May Calendar 
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March Budget Recap 

 

Monthly Budget Goal      $ 71,480.67  
 

Monthly Offering Information 

 Envelopes—General Fund    $    60,323.50     

 Miscellaneous (Includes Child Care Center) $      4,440.00     

 Other (loose,  Sunday School, interest)  $         457.57     

Total General Fund Income     $   65,221.07   

Monthly Surplus (Shortfall)     $    (6,259.60)     

 

Year-to-Date Information as of 3/31/17 

Annual Budget      $ 857,768.00  

Percent of Year Completed                      25% 

Offerings/Commitments Received, Year to Date  $ 212,286.68       

Actual Expenses, Year to Date    $ 210,120.14       

Actual Expense Surplus (Shortfall), Year to Date  $      2,166.54       

Budget Surplus (Shortfall), Year to Date   $     (2,155.32)   

 

Capital Campaign 

Additional mortgage principal payments, 2016 gifts $  90,000.00  

Additional mortgage principal payments, 2017 gifts  $  96,327.42   

 

Mortgage Balance as of 3/31/17 

Balance Due on Church (not including CDC)  $ 2,172,353.74      

Capital Campaign Update 

During the month of March, a total of 
$13,060.50 was given by members and 
friends to the capital campaign, 
Sharing Our Faith —Securing Our 
Future.  

Out of those funds received, an 
additional payment of $11,754.45 was 
made to reduce the mortgage principal. 
This is in addition to the regular budgeted mortgage payment 
of $18,257.75 made per month.  

The 10% tithe of income received to date from the Capital 
Campaign for the Community Outreach projects now has a 
balance of $20,303, as of the end of March.  

Thanks be to God for the continued faithful support to 
enhance St. Mark’s mission and ministry by reducing the debt 
load!  

Thrivent Choice 

Eligible Thrivent Financial 
members can use the 
Thrivent Choice grant 
program to direct their 
“Choice Dollars” to St. 
Mark’s or to another 
participating nonprofit 
organization or congregation. 

Last month, Thrivent 
deposited $772 in our 
account, thanks to Pastor Al 
Bergh, Phoebe Bergh, Allen 
Close, Mary Close, Beverly 
Fitzpatrick, Pastor Patricia 
Geiseman, Edward 
Hunter, Phyllis Jessick and 
Sheila Johnson. 

These gifts help St. Mark’s in 
its ministries — thank you for 
directing your Thrivent 
Choice Dollars here! 
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If I can be of assistance to you or someone you know,  please 
contact me: 630-897-6891, X-23 or 
jean.clementz@presencehealth.org.  
 

 

Jean Clementz, RN 

Presence Mercy Medical Center 

Faith Community Nurse at St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 

 Receiver (miniature loudspeaker) to deliver the amplified 
sound into the ear 

 On/off switch and batteries to power the electronic parts  

Some hearing aids also have earmolds (earpieces) to direct the 
flow of sound into the ear and enhance sound quality. The 
best hearing aid for you depends on your listening needs, type 
of hearing loss and lifestyle. Your audiologist will advise you 
on which of the basic hearing aid styles and features best meet 
your needs and their related costs. 

When evaluating and discussing hearing aid options with your 
audiologist, make sure you learn how to: 

 Obtain maintenance and repairs 

 Use special features (such as the “T” circuit, volume 
control, and program remote controls) 

 Determine if the hearing aid is functioning properly  

For more information about hearing loss, speak with your 
health care professional and visit: http://www.asha.org/
public/. 

“Thus faith comes from what is heard, and what is heard 
comes through the word of Christ.” Romans 10:17 

Nursing the Spirit:  

May is Hearing and Speech Month 

What is Hearing Loss? When descr ibing hear ing loss, we 
generally look at three categories: type of hearing loss, degree 
of hearing loss, and configuration of hearing loss. Hearing 
loss can greatly affect the quality of life for adults. 
Unmanaged hearing loss can have an impact on employment, 
education, brain health and general well-being.  

Incidence of Hearing Loss in Adults: More than 30%  of 
people over age 65 have some type of hearing loss and 14% 
of those between 45 and 64. Noise exposure has long been 
known to be a risk factor for hearing loss. More than 30 
million Americans are exposed to hazardous sound levels on a 
regular basis. 

How Often Should Adults be Screened for Hearing Loss? 
Hearing loss increases as a function of age. Adults should be 
screened at least every decade through age 50 and at three-
year intervals thereafter. 

Anytime you have a concern about your hearing, you should 
ask your doctor about getting a hearing screening. Anyone 
failing a hearing screening should be referred to a certified 
audiologist for a more comprehensive hearing evaluation.  

Are all hearing aids the same? Hear ing aids differ  in 
design, size, amount of amplification, ease of handling, 
volume control, and availability of special features. However, 
they do have similar components that include the following: 

 Microphone to pick up sound 

 Amplifier circuitry to make the sound louder 

Hospital Stay? Let the Office Know! 

Under the federal Health Insurance Portability and 
Accountability Act of 1996 (HIPAA), hospitals are restricted 
in their ability to disclose patient information, and the pastor 
or church office may not be notified that a parishioner has 
been admitted to the hospital.  

If you or a family member are hospitalized or ill and you 
would like the pastor to know, please inform the church office 
directly at 630-897-6891.  

Need to Get the Word Out? 

Articles for the weekly Courier are due each Monday by 
noon for the following weekend’s issue.  

Articles for the June Vineyard are due by noon on May 15. 
Early submissions are always welcome! 

Please email articles for the Vineyard and Courier to Sue 
Zillman at s.zillman@att.net, or place handwritten articles 
in Sue’s mailbox. If you have any questions, please email 
or call Deb Arcilla at: (630) 897-6891 ext. 27. 

http://www.asha.org/public/
http://www.asha.org/public/
http://www.asha.org/public/hearing/Types-of-Hearing-Loss/
http://www.asha.org/public/hearing/Degree-of-Hearing-Loss/
http://www.asha.org/public/hearing/Degree-of-Hearing-Loss/
http://www.asha.org/public/hearing/Configuration-of-Hearing-Loss/


500th Anniv ersary of  the Re for mati on  
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Major Heresies of the Early Church 

Manicheanism — Founded by Mani (216-276), a Persian 
familiar with Zoroastrianism, Judaism and Buddhism, 
Manicheanism divides the cosmos into the world of light and 
the world of darkness. Physical matter is controlled by Satan; 
the light that’s trapped within it belongs to God. Thus sin is 
not a weakness of the will but an intrinsic attribute of the 
flesh. Through asceticism, vegetarianism, celibacy and faith in 
Christ, believers can liberate the light trapped in their bodies 
and return it to its divine source. St. Augustine was a 
Manichean in his youth. 

Arianism — A major early heresy propounded by Arius of 
Alexandria (250-336). Arianism holds that Jesus was one of 
God’s creations. Though still divine, Jesus was thus a lesser 
divinity, made of a different substance from his father’s, and 
not eternal.  

Donatism — An outgrowth of Roman persecution of 
Christians in 303, and what to do about “collaborators” who 
cooperated with the Romans. Donatists believed that the 
collaborators could not be forgiven, and rites and sacraments 
performed by a compromised priest were not efficacious. It 
took 100 years and St. Augustine of Hippo to defeat 
Donatism. 

Gnosticism — Covers a number of different sects that believe 
that salvation is attained through secret knowledge rather than 
through ritual, divine grace or works. 

Pelagianism — Doctrines of Pelagius (355-425), who 
believed that since Adam alone was guilty of the sin of 
disobedience, there was no such thing as original sin. Since 
there was no Fall, Christ’s death and resurrection were not an 
atonement, and Jesus is a moral exemplar and not a sacrificial 
lamb. Pelagius also fell afoul of St. Augustine.  

Nestorianism — Fifth century heresy that holds that Jesus 
was two different people in one body – one divine and one 
mortal. A variant of adoptionism, which claims that Jesus was 
born human but with a divine nature, and God adopted Jesus’ 
mortal body as his son when he was baptized. A reaction 
against Nestorianism, Monophysitism, holds that Jesus has 
only one nature — divine.  

Primarily from ‘Isms and ‘Ologies by Arthur Goldwag, New York: Madison 
Part Press, 2007. 

Martin Luther: “A True Heretic” 

Luther’s 95 Theses did not go unanswered. Johan Tetzel (the 
indulgence salesman) replied first in December 1517 with 
One Hundred and Six Anti-Theses. (The 800 copies that made 
it to Wittenberg for sale were seized by a mob of students and 
burned in the market square.) More, including a suggestion 
that Luther be burned, followed. Luther’s response: “If I am 
called a heretic by those whose purses will suffer from my 
truths, I care not much for their brawling, for only those say 
this whose dark understanding has never known the Bible.”  

Although the papal bull (a “bull” is a solemn letter from the 
pope, stamped with a red seal called a bullae) that condemned 
Martin Luther's teachings enumerated 41 heresies, they might 
be boiled down to the “five solas.” The five solas are five 
Latin slogans, possibly written by Luther, that summarize the 
Reformers’ tenets:  

 Sola Scriptura (Scripture alone): The Bible alone is our 
highest authority. 

 Sola Fide (faith alone): We are saved through faith alone 
in Jesus Christ. 

 Sola Gratia (grace alone): We are saved by the grace of 
God alone. 

 Solus Christus (Christ alone): Jesus Christ alone is our 
Lord, Savior, and King. 

 Soli Deo Gloria (to the glory of God alone): We live for 
the glory of God alone. 

In other words, the church and its priests are NOT the sole 
legitimate medium between people and God, its sacraments 
are NOT the source of grace, and salvation does NOT come 
through good works, pilgrimages — or indulgences. The 
Church as established by Christ had in fact undergone over a 
thousand years of captivity under the papacy in Rome.  

Not surprisingly, the bull Exsurge Domine (Arise, O Lord) 
issued by Pope Leo X in June 1520 compared Martin Luther 
to a wild boar from the forest that sought to destroy the 
church, “one whose faith is notoriously suspect and in fact a 
true heretic.” Pope Leo warned Luther that he would be 
excommunicated unless he recanted within sixty days and 
condemned his writings: "Moreover, because the preceding 
errors and many others are contained in the books or writings 
of Martin Luther, we likewise condemn, reprobate, and reject 
completely the books and all the writings and sermons of the 
said Martin, whether in Latin or any other language, 
containing the said errors or any one of them; and we wish 
them to be regarded as utterly condemned, reprobated, and 
rejected. We forbid each and every one of the faithful of 
either sex, in virtue of holy obedience and under the above 
penalties to be incurred automatically, to read, assert, preach, 
praise, print, publish, or defend them." 

It took three months for a copy of the bull to reach Luther. 
The day after receiving a copy of the pope's bull, Luther 

Heresy 101 

Heresy is a teaching or practice which denies one or more 
essentials of the Christian faith, divides Christians, and 
deserves condemnation. The term is derived from the Greek 
word hairesis, literally meaning a choice, but referring more 
specifically to a sect, party or disunion. 

For the timeline of Luther’s heresy  trials, see http://
www.famous-trials.com/luther/288-chronology.  
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Follow Road to the Reformation on Facebook (https://
www.facebook.com/RoadtotheReformation) to get little-
known insights into Luther's everyday life and to track where 
Luther was day by day 500 years ago! 

How to Avoid Getting Burned at the Stake 

Burning at the stake has a centuries-long history as punish
ment for heretics. Martin Luther himself was declared a 
heretic by the pope in 1521, when he would not recant his 
teachings, but he survived under the protection of a friendly 
prince. While heretics are no longer treated in this way, it is 
nevertheless good to be prepared. 

1. Avoid public heresy. Heresy is any formal public 
statement that disagrees with the church on an issue of dogma. 
The Lutheran church was founded upon such statements. 
Martin Luther's Ninety-five Theses, for example, were 
heretical and entered as evidence at the Diet of Worms in 
1521. 

Here's what to do if you are accused of heresy: 

 Demand an immediate public trial. By this point, your 
rights may have evaporated. Speak up anyway. 

 State your position clearly and repeatedly. Get it on the 
record in your own words. 

 Consider your options. If in a church trial you believe you 
might change enough minds to ward off execution, 
consider proceeding. 

 Support your case with Holy Scripture. In a trial, you will 
be doomed without sufficient evidence from the Bible, 
history, and church doctrine. 

If the above steps fail, consider recanting. You could be 
wrong.  

2. Avoid practicing witchcraft. Witchcraft is considered a 
form of heresy, since it depends upon powers other than God 
and the authority of the church. Practicing witchcraft does not 
include wearing Halloween costumes or reading books about 
wizards. 

3. Avoid getting nabbed in a political uprising. 
Historically, persons who posed a political threat were 
sometimes burned at the stake. Or crucified. 

Be Aware 

 If you find yourself in a situation where being burned at 
the stake poses an imminent threat, try wearing flame-
retardant material. 

 If there is no hope of escape, request dry wood and plenty 
of dry kindling. Green wood burns slower, smokier, and at 
lower temperatures, causing a more painful death. 

From The Lutheran Handbook  Augsburg Fortress Press, 2005. 

wrote, "This bull condemns Christ himself." In his letter, he 
also writes that he is now "certain the pope is the Antichrist" 
and expressed his opinion by burning the bull along with 
several books by popes. He also took time to reply to some of 
the charges leveled against him in Assertion of All the 
Articles Wrongly Condemned in the Roman Bulls. As a 
consequence, the pope excommunicated Luther the following 
January. 

The Four Most Common Heresies Well-

Intentioned Lutherans Commit 

While in Luther's time heresy often arose from well-
intentioned reform, rebellion, or misguided ambition, 
nowadays people typically hold such beliefs due to 
misunderstanding or out of a simple lack of information, not 
direct opposition. Still, even "good" Lutherans need a primer 
on heresy from time to time. 

1.  We are saved by grace through faith in Jesus Christ, 
plus our good works. Lutherans confess that we are made 
right with God by God's grace through faith in Jesus, and not 
by what we do. But many Lutherans continue to believe, deep 
down, that the good you do somehow, in some way, helps 
"get you into heaven"— and, conversely, that your sins can 
cause God to "unsave" you. This is categorically false. 
Salvation comes undeserved only through the gift of faith in 
Christ. 

2. Theology of glory with a veneer of theology of the cross. 
Lutherans believe that Jesus' death on the cross is the 
surprising way God chose to rescue people from sin and 
death. The cross reveals a God who is present in suffering and 
uses what is weak or broken to fulfill God's promises. Instead 
of this theology of the cross, some Lutherans adopt a theology 
of glory, with a God who promises health, wealth, and 
happiness to all who believe "hard enough." [More on this 
topic in the June Vineyard.] 

3. Marcionism. Marcion, a notor ious heretic, dismissed the 
Old Testament God as mean and judgmental—a God only of 
the law. Marcion insisted that God was all love and cut the 
Old Testament out of his Bible. While Lutherans tend to 
prefer love to judgment, and gospel to law, without the law to 
reveal our sin and serious need for God, even a loving God is 
unnecessary. Note: Like Marcion, well-intentioned Lutherans 
also are sometimes guilty of picking and choosing what 
scriptures they will accept as authoritative, which is not the 
same thing as Luther’s understanding of the "canon within the 
canon."  

4. Not-so-real presence. Lutheran doctr ine speaks of 
Jesus' "real presence" in Holy Communion. That means Jesus' 
body and blood are truly present "in, with, and under" the 
bread and wine that are "given and shed for you." We simply 
take Jesus at his word when he says, "This is my body. Some 
Lutherans, however, mistake this real presence for a symbolic 
presence, a memorial representation of the Last Supper 
intended only as a remembrance. This is regrettable, since it 
cuts them off from a promised point of contact with Christ. 

From The Lutheran Handbook II, Augsburg Fortress Press, 2007. 
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S t.  M a r k ’ s  S ta f f  

Pastor Patricia Geiseman  
Pastor 

630-897-6891 Ext. 15 
pgeiseman@stmarksaurora.net 

Pastor Paul Olson  
Interim Pastor 

630-897-6891 Ext. 13 
polson@stmarksaurora.net 

Kristin Young 
Director of Worship & the Arts 

630-897-6891 Ext. 16 
kyoung@stmarksaurora.net 

Kari Reiseck 
Director of Youth and Family Ministry 

630-897-6891 Ext. 22 
kreiseck@stmarksaurora.net 

Sue Hilderbrand 
Director of Bell Choir 

 630-897-6891 Ext. 24 
shilderbrand@stmarksaurora.net 

Sue Zillman 
Interim Communications Manager 

630-879-2195 
s.zillman@att.net 

Deb Arcilla 
Office Manager 

630-897-6891 Ext. 10 
darcilla@stmarksaurora.net 

John Themanson 
Finance Administrator 

 630-897-6891 Ext. 19 
jthemanson@stmarksaurora.net 

Al Lettow 
Facility Manager 

630-897-6891 Ext. 12 
facilitymgr@stmarksaurora.net 

Jean Clementz 
Faith Community Nurse 

630-897-6891 Ext. 23 
jean.clementz@presencehealth.org 

Jim Erickson 
Financial Secretary 

630-897-0291 
jerickson@stmarksaurora.net 

Colette Patterson - Moon 
Director, Child Development Center 

630-897-6063 
stmarksdir@att.net  

Terese Ruppel 
Nursery Coordinator 

630-466-1036 
ter60554@gmail.com  

C o u n c i l  M e m b e r s  

Don Friend 
Council President 

(630) 892-6616 
donaldfrnd@yahoo.com 

Preston Runyan 
Treasurer 

(630) 466-7831 
blkcr1957@yahoo.com 

Rick Jansen 
Property 

(630) 253-3800 
sigmolding@yahoo.com 

Jeanne Flynn 
Member 

(630) 896-6312 
flynn64sq@sbcglobal.net 

Julie Simpson 
Member 

(630) 212-6413 
djsimp480@hotmail.com 

Lindsay Meyer  
Member 

(630) 207-2668 
lindsay.meyer84@gmail.com 

Heather Rehg 
Member 

(630) 801-4121 
rehg@comcast.net 

Carol Reiseck 
Member 

630-554-4255 
carol.reiseck@cuchicago.edu 

Thank You from . . .  

ELCA World Hunger for our contributions throughout Lent: 
“Please express our most sincere gratitude to the members of 
your congregation, whose gifts allow us to do as Christ called 
Peter to do — to share our love for our risen Lord through 
ongoing service, partnership and generosity.”  

Summer Garden Project  

This summer the school age youth (first through fifth grade) 
from our Child Development Center will be planting a garden 
in the middle courtyard at church. Al Lettow, Kristin Young, 
and Rick Jansen have been working on preparing the raised 
bed garden plots, which are 
funded by the Joan Brackett 
memorial fund.  

The kids will be growing 
vegetables and learning how 
to take care of their garden 
all summer long. They will 
visit the church once a week 
to maintain their gardens and 
will learn how to cook or process their various vegetables as 
the summer progresses. Watch the Vineyard for pictures as 
the garden grows. 

Coming in August: Summer Children’s Musical 

 In August, just before kids go back to school, the school age 
kids from St. Mark’s and the Child Development Center will 
present “It’s Cool in the Furnace,” a delightful musical that 
tells the story of  Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, who 
were thrown into the fiery furnace. It’s a classic!  

If you would be willing to help with props or costuming, 
please contact Kristin Young. 



Servers for Worship  
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May 6 & 7 Saturday, 5:00pm Sunday, 9:00am Sunday, 10:30am 

Acolytes TBA  TBA 

Adult Worship Assistants Bob Johnson Greg Jackman - 

A/V Desk Kasey Minard Scott Thompson Jill Fox 

Altar Care Sheila Johnson Team A Team A 

Bread Baker Pam Krasinski Pam Krasinski Pam Krasinski 

Hospitality Team Jim & Clare Toynton, Steve Kuhn Team A - Mark Perry Team A—Deb Steinheimer 

Reader Clare Toynton Team A Team A 

Welcome Center Hosts TBA Team A Team A 

May 13 & 14    

Acolytes    

Adult Worship Assistants Bob Johnson Anna Themanson - 

A/V Desk Kathy Walz Fred Krueger TBA 

Altar Care Debra Haddad Team B Team B 

Bread Baker Matt Greising Matt Greising Matt Greising 

Hospitality Team Matt Hicks Team B - Bruce Wood Team B—Youth Group 

Reader Miriam Hicks Team B Team B 

Welcome Center Hosts TBA Team B Team B 

May 20 & 21         

Acolytes   TBA 

Adult Worship Assistants Bob Johnson Greg Jackman - 

A/V Desk Nancy Clark Dan Hawks Melvin Smith 

Altar Care Erik Egeland Team C Team C 

Bread Baker Susan Manning Susan Manning Susan Manning 

Hospitality Team J. Jensen, V. Ostreng, D. Clark Team C - John & Terry Thorsen Team C - Gordon Olp 

Reader Erik Egeland Team C Team C 

Welcome Center Hosts TBA Team C Team C 

May 27 & 28   

Acolytes TBA TBA TBA 

Adult Worship Assistants Bob Johnson Greg Jackman - 

A/V Desk Sheila Johnson Matt Greising Mark Hipp 

Altar Care Al Lettow Team D Team D 

Bread Baker Jens Jensen Jens Jensen Jens Jensen 

Hospitality Team Shell & Lynida Tomlin, Kasey Minard Team D—John & Terry Thorsen Team D 

Reader Bob Johnson Team D Team D 

Welcome Center Hosts TBA Team D Team D 
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