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Key Verse:  

I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but it is Christ who 
lives in me. 
Galatians 2:19-20 
 

The Point: 
God loves us no matter what.       

Lesson #3-33 

Sunday, May 9, 2021 

Galatians 1:13-17; 2:11-21  

Paul began his life as a devout Jew who persecuted 
Christians until his dramatic conversion experience on 
the road to Damascus. When Peter visits Paul in 
Antioch, Peter is spending time with and sharing Jesus 
with non-Jewish people. When a group of conservative 
Jewish leaders comes to town, Peter is embarrassed by 
his association with the Gentiles and begins to distance 
himself from them. Soon, others begin to follow 
Peter’s example. Paul calls out Peter on his hypocrisy, 
reminding him that it is more important to live a free 
life in Christ than to worry about making a good 
impression based on laws.  
 

The Point 
God loves us no matter what. It is hard to imagine a 
God who is so loving and so giving that God’s love 
itself has no strings attached, especially in a world that 
seems to have an expectation attached to everything. 
Jesus showed again and again that people are a higher 
priority than the old law; Paul’s admonition to Peter is 
a reminder of the importance of Christian integrity. 
There is no law that will determine our salvation, and 
no tradition that weighs us down. God loves us 
regardless of—and often in spite of—our behavior. 
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Experience inconsistency. 
 

 None 
 

 

Match the outside to the inside. 

 Bibles 
 Bags of candy 
 Small stones, rice, or different type of 

candy 
 Clear bowls 
 

  

Write stories that may be true. 
 

 Paper 
 Pens or pencils 
 

Rate reactions on a continuum. 
 

 Activity Sheet #3-33.A 
 Masking tape 
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Experience inconsistency. 
 
Supplies: 
 None 

 
Instructions: 

1. Play the game “Simon Says” with one important twist. Begin as usual, but as the game 
goes on, the leader should begin to say one thing and do another. The leader may want 
to practice this and have some ideas in mind, as it can get confusing.  

2. When someone discovers your inconsistency, stop the activity and debrief  with the 
following discussion questions: 

• When we began our game, was it pretty easy for you? Did it make sense? 
• When did things begin to get more difficult? [When your words did not match 

your actions; when we had to figure out if  you wanted us to do what you were doing or what you 
were saying.] 

3. It is important for all of  us to make sure that our actions match our behaviors. 
In our lesson today, we hear about Paul confronting Peter when Peter was acting 
inconsistently. 
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Match the outside to the inside. 
 
Supplies: 
 Bibles 
 Bags of  candy 
 Small stones, rice, or different type of  candy 
 Clear bowls 

 
Preparation: 

1. Prepare two bags of  candy: leave one with the candy in, and replace the candy in the 
second bag with small stones, rice, or some other type of  candy. 

 
Instructions: 

1. Today we are hearing a story about making what is on the inside match our 
outside actions. Sometimes this can be hard to do, so we are going to look at it in 
a couple of  different ways. 

2. Read Galatians 1:13-17; 2:11-21. It may help to read it from a less formal Bible 
translation such as The Message to help make it clearer for children.  

3. To further clarify, invite people to retell this story in their own words or to think of  a 
similar modern-day example. How might this story sound if  it were written today? 
When might someone say one thing but do something different? 

4. Give two family members one clear bowl each (continue to hold the candy bags so 
inconsistencies will not be detected).  

5. What will happen when I pour out these two bags of  candy? [Accept all answers.] 
Pour the first bag of  candy into one clear bowl. Is that what you expected to 
happen? Open the second bag and ask, What will happen when I pour this bag out? 
Dramatically pour this bag into the second bowl.  

6.  Debrief  with the following questions: 
• What did you expect to find in the second bag? [Candy; the same as the first.] 
• How did you feel when the second bag did not contain what it should? 

[Confused; cheated; surprised; angry.] 
• Have you ever met people whose outside words do not match 

their inside actions? How does that make you feel? 
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7. It is important for our words to match our actions. If  we say we believe 
something, we should not change our behavior when we are nervous about what 
other people will think. As Christians, we act the way we do as a response to 
God’s great love for us. We do not do the right thing to try and prove how good 
we are or to earn God’s love; we try to do the right thing in response to God’s 
love for us and because we care for those around us.  

8. It takes lots of  strength and character to develop this ability. One thing that is 
helpful during difficult times is knowing that our friends and family are there to 
help us do what we say we believe.  
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Write stories that may be true. 
 
Supplies: 
 Paper 
 Pens or pencils 

 
Instructions: 

1. Today we are going to do an activity about truth and lies. Each person is going 
to write a short story and read it to the rest of  us (Pre-writers can simply tell their 
story or draw images to help them remember). However, your story may be true—or 
it may be false. Our job is to try and guess if  you are telling a true story or a false 
story. 

2. When everyone is finished, take turns reading the stories out loud, and try to decide 
which are fact and which are fiction. 

3. Discuss the following questions: 
• Did you choose to write a true or a false story? Why? 
• Do you think it is easier to tell the truth or to make something up? 
• How can this be like our story today? 
• We want to be honest with one another and have our words match our 

actions. Is this easy to do? 
• When might it be harder to tell the truth about what we think? 
• How can our friends and family help us during these difficult times? 
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Rate reactions on a continuum. 
 
Supplies: 
 Activity Sheet #3-33.A 
 Masking tape 

 
Instructions: 

1. Place a long strip of  masking tape along the floor the length of  your room or long 
enough for everyone to spread out easily along the length of  tape. 

2. Print Activity Sheet #3.33.A. 
 
Instructions: 

1. I am going to be reading some situations, then giving you a set of  two choices. 
One of  the choices will be an extreme reaction, and the second choice will be the 
other extreme. 

2. Show the line of  tape on the floor. This line of  masking tape is the continuum 
between the two choices. I will designate which choice is on which end of  the 
line, and I want you to line up along the line where you think you would make 
your decision. You will not all be in the same place along the line. 

3. As each situation is read, each person decides where along the continuum their reaction 
would land.  

4. Follow up with discussion questions. 
• Did you more often find yourself  landing on the extremes of  these 

questions, or more often in the middle? 
• What makes these decisions difficult? 
• How can we know how to make the best decisions in these types of  

situations? 
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Today we talked about the challenges of  making sure that your actions match your 
words. Pair up with one other (or two if  your family has an odd number of  members) 
family member and share one challenge that they can support you in this week. End 
with prayer together.   
 
If  you have the “Living the Word: Sharing God’s Story @ Home” sheet, remember to use it 
throughout the week as a part of  your family devotions! 
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A friend is caught lying to a boss or teacher. Would you: 
 

Turn them in regardless of  the 
situation.  

 

OR Find out more—sometimes it is okay 
to lie. 

The cashier at the grocery story forgot to charge you for the soda in the bottom of  your 
cart. Would you: 

 

Go back and pay for the items.  OR Forget about it—it is their job and 
they messed up. 
 

As you are leaving the gas station, you see someone put a loaf  of  bread into his coat and 
walk out. Would you: 

 

Tell the cashier—stealing is wrong!  OR Not say anything—he may be hungry 
and need food. 
 

You are walking down the street when a homeless person asks for money. Would you: 
 

Give them what you have.  OR Ignore them—they are probably lying 
to  you anyway. 
 

You pass an old house with a “No Trespassing” sign. It looks really interesting, but run 
down. Would you: 

 

Go in and explore.  OR Keep walking—it must be dangerous. 
 

A group of  kids are picking on another kid. Would you: 
 

Step in and say something.  OR  Go the other way—it is not your 
problem. 
 

Rate reactions on a continuum. 

Activity Sheet #3-33.A 


