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Key Verse:  

“On the contrary, we believe that we will be saved through the grace of  the Lord Jesus, 
just as they will.” 
Acts 15:11  
 

The Point: 
God’s will is revealed in Scripture and conversation with each other.      

Lesson #3-32 

Sunday, May 2, 2021 

Acts 15:1-18  

Today’s story tells of conflict in the early church.  One 
can imagine the early believers in heated discussion, 
thinking and arguing, when the question is raised:  
what is necessary for salvation?  For some believers, 
circumcision and the keeping of the Jewish law are 
necessary to demonstrate or prove your faith. A debate 
occurs and the disciples are on the move, traveling 
back to Jerusalem to discuss the issue with other 
church leaders. During this discussion, Peter proclaims 
that God’s grace alone has saving power and other 
rules and laws are not necessary for salvation. 
 

The Point 
God’s will is revealed in Scripture and 
conversation with each other. We have heard stories 
about the growth of the church and the inclusion of 
new members. Churches today face the same 
challenges. We say we want new members, but then we 
are faced with the challenge of how to invite their 
opinions and ideas while staying true to the history and 
integrity of the gospel. What do we do when people 
disagree with one another? The disciples in Acts give 
us examples of dealing with differences in a loving and 
fair way while staying true to the message of Jesus. 
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Identify items that teach about faith. 

 

 None 
 

 

Learn to discuss what you believe. 

 

 Bibles 
 

  

Discover differences and similarities. 

 

 None 
 

Work together to complete a drawing. 
 

 Paper 
 Pens or pencils 
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Identify items that teach about faith. 
 
Supplies: 
 None 

 
Instructions: 

1. Think about the worship space at our church. Picture it in your mind. What do 
you see? [Chairs, Bibles, cross, candles, baptismal font, people, instruments, etc.]  

2. Each of  these items is important to help us learn about our faith.  What can you 
learn or remember about your faith from these items? 

3. Think about each of  the following and allow each person to share how these items can 
help them remember their faith. Some possible responses: 

• Bible [Word of  God, stories of  Jesus.] 
• Instruments [Songs help us remember Bible verses and stories about faith.] 
• Candles [Jesus is light of  the world.] 
• Altar [God meets us in worship.] 
• Stained glass [Art reflects various ways to interpret stories.] 
• Chairs/people [We learn about faith from each other.] 
• Cross [Jesus’ sacrifice for us.] 
• Baptismal font [Promises of  Baptism.] 

7. Our worship spaces are filled with items that are intended to help us grow in our 
relationship with God.  The people, the setting, the lessons, and the worship 
format can all help us to discern the will of  God in our lives.  
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Learn to discuss what you believe. 
 
Supplies: 
 Bibles 

 
Instructions: 

1. Read or invite someone to read Acts 15:1-18. 
2. Peter’s job in this text is to help other believers change their minds about old 

traditions. It is hard to listen to and accept the opinion of  others with whom you 
may disagree.  Start today’s story with the following listening exercise. 

3. Turn to the person next to you.  Take turns asking the following questions, but 
instead of  answering verbally, the person answering needs to mime their answer.  
Ask any follow-up questions necessary until you figure out your partner’s answer. 

• What is or was your favorite thing to do as a child? 
• What would you do with a million dollars? 
• What are you most proud of ? 

4. Continue out loud with these questions with everyone: 
• Is communication difficult when you cannot speak?  
• In what ways do you rely on non-verbal cues when your ability to speak is 

taken away?  
• Did you find yourself  relying on assumptions? 
• How did asking clarifying questions help you find your answer? 

5. When we work together in a church body, sometimes people have different ideas 
about how things should be done.  Think about all of  the families in our church. 
For each of  those families, how many different individuals are represented? And 
for each individual, how many different histories and opinions and traditions are 
represented?  

6. Can you see how conflict can happen? To work together, it is important that we 
communicate well and that we rely on listening—both to one another and to the 
word of  God.  Let’s listen again to the word of  God in this story. 

7. Reread Acts 15:1-18 out loud. 
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Discover differences and similarities. 
 
Supplies: 
 None 

 
Instructions: 

1. Just like our churches, our families are made up of  different people with different 
personalities, ideas, and opinions. These differences are neither good nor bad—
they are simply different.  Recognizing our similarities and differences is the first 
step to being able to work together. 

2. For this activity, divide into pairs. Have each pair stand facing each other about three 
feet apart.  Their task is to come up with ways in which they are similar and ways in 
which they are different. Start with one person making a statement about 
themselves.  It can be about anything: likes and dislikes, physical features, 
personal history, interests or hobbies, etc. Each time you identify a difference, 
each person will take one step backwards away from each other. When you 
identify a similarity, take one step forward toward each other.  

3. Follow up with discussion questions: 
• Was it easier to find similarities or differences? 
• How far apart did you get before you tried to discover similarities? How 

close did you get before you tried to discover differences? 
• In a group outside of  our family, differences may often be physical 

characteristics that we may notice more easily. Similarities may be more 
difficult to discover and take more conversation. What does this tell you 
about getting to know one another? [We need to look past outward appearances and 
initial expectations; we need to talk to one another.] 

• To build a healthy church, we need to have both similarities and 
differences. How can this balance our congregation? [It gives us new perspectives 
and ideas.] 
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Work together to complete a drawing. 
 
Supplies: 
 Paper 
 Pens or pencils 

 
Instructions: 

1. Give each person a pen or pencil. You may use one piece of  paper for the whole family, 
or have multiple papers moving at once.  Explain the activity. When I say to begin, 
each person has five seconds to draw a shape or outline. After five seconds, I will 
call “Change!” and the next person, using the same piece of  paper, then has five 
seconds to add to the drawing.  You may not discuss what you are drawing or 
decide on an object to draw ahead of  time. Ready? Start! 

2. Try the activity a couple of  times. 
3. After everyone has had a chance to add to the drawing, discuss: 

• Did we draw anything that was recognizable? 
• How easy was it to understand what others had been trying to draw? 
• What did you expect the outcome of  your drawing to be?  Did it meet your 

expectations? 
• Did we work together or seem to all have individual ideas? 
• How would this activity have changed if  you had been allowed to discuss 

your drawing? 
• Leaders and others in the church are faced with many choices.  It is 

important for there to be clear communication and a defined direction for 
everyone to come to the same conclusion, and the input of  every person 
affects the overall outcome. 
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Before ending, make a point to come together to pray.  Use the following or say your own 
prayer.   

 
Briefly review the story and the importance of  listening to one another, to our leaders, and to 
God’s voice.  What did you hear or learn today that you had not thought about before? 
How can you use something that you learned today in your daily life at school, home, 
or work? 
 
Choose one new idea and invite each person to commit to praying for this idea for the 
following week. Close together in prayer:  
 
God, help us to listen more and speak less.  Help us to work to truly hear those around 
us this week: our friends, our family, and our coworkers.  Help us to hear you. Amen.  
 
If  you have the “Living the Word: Sharing God’s Story @ Home” sheet, remember to use it 
throughout the week as a part of  your family devotions! 


