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Key Verse:  

The word of  God continued to spread. 
Acts 6:7  
 

The Point: 
God is present in the midst of  disagreement, fear, and danger.    

Lesson #3-30 

Sunday, April 18, 2021 

Acts 6:1–7:2a, 44-60   

The church continued to grow and attract new 
believers. Some of these new believers are the 
Hellenists, Greek-speaking Jews. They came with new 
ideas. The Hebrews were already steadfast in the 
church. These two groups have different ideas about 
how to be the church. Caring for the widows was a 
need, but there were other responsibilities. To make 
sure that both needs were met, the apostles appointed 
other leaders to take care of the administrative needs 
of the church.  
 
The conflict continues with the stoning of Stephen. As 
Stephen traveled and preached the good news, he told 
the history of Israel without stressing the importance 

of the temple. The leaders of the 
synagogue considered his words and ideas 
blasphemous, or offensive to God and religion, and 
had him stoned to death. 
 

The Point 
God is present in the midst of disagreement, fear, 
and danger. Following the crucifixion of Jesus and 
now the stoning of Stephen, the early church is in a 
dark and dangerous place. Stephen led by example, 
approaching his death with apparent calm and 
forgiveness for his accusers. Even in these dark places 
and conflicts, the story of God being steadfast with 
God’s people is consistent.   
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Identify gifts for ministry across the life span. 
 

 Paper 
 Pens or pencils 
 Gift bag 
 Photos of people of varying ages 
 

 

Review the story. 

 Bibles 
 Paper 
 Pens or pencils 
 

  

Prepare gift baskets. 

 Gift baskets or bags 
 Gift items for adults 
 

Identify ministries of the church. 

 Poster paper 
 Markers 
 Internet-connected devices 
 

 

  Digital cameras or cell phones 
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Identify gifts for ministry across the life span. 
 
Supplies: 
 Gift bag 
 Photos of  people of  varying ages 

 
Preparation: 

1. Place the photos in the gift bag. 
 

Instructions: 
1. Distribute paper and a pen or pencil to each person. 
2. Bring out the gift bag with photos of  people of  varying ages.  
3. Remove one photo at a time from the bag. What are some gifts that someone of  

that age has that can be used to share God’s love with others? Write them down 
in a list.  

4. Continue with all of  the photos, identifying gifts of  people in the age groups shown.  
5. After five minutes, share answers, starting with the photos of  the youngest children and 

moving to pictures of  seniors.  
6. Ask: 

• Was it more difficult to think of  gifts for some of  the age groups than it 
was for others? 

• Was there any group that did not have anything to offer? 
• Most of  the ideas are different. Is any idea better or worse than any other? 
• Do we recognize all the gifts that our family and church members 

have to offer? 
. 
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Review the story. 
 
Supplies: 
 Bibles 
 Paper 
 Pens or pencils 

 
Instructions: 

1. Introduce the topic with these questions: How many of  you look different now than 
you did one year ago? How many of  you look different now than you did five 
years ago? How about when you were a baby—have you changed since then? 

2. Growth is a good and normal thing for our bodies, and growth is also a good and 
normal thing for families and churches. But growth also brings change, and 
sometimes change can be difficult for people. 

3. Read Acts 6:1-7 out loud. What is happening in this story? Invite individuals to retell 
the story in their own words.  

4. The church is growing and changing, and new people are becoming involved. 
Those new people are bringing in new ideas. These are not necessarily bad 
ideas, but just different ideas. What was the complaint brought to the leaders of  
the church? [That the widows were not being cared for.] How did the leaders initially 
respond? [They said that it was their job to teach the Gospel.] What did the leaders do to 
meet the need? [They delegated, or asked for help; they chose people with certain gifts to help the 
people who needed help.] Do you think our church does this? Give some examples. 

5. When people are different and have different ideas, there can be conflict. While 
conflict can be uncomfortable, it can also be a way for a group to get un-stuck or 
to move forward into an area of  growth. How do you deal with conflict and 
disagreements? Wherever there is a group of  people, there will also be conflict.  

6. When you disagree with someone, is it easy to listen to what they are saying? 
[Not usually.] Instead of  listening, what might you be doing in your head? 
[Forming your own arguments, being angry.] Can we learn from each other and 
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come to an agreement if  we are not able to listen well? 
7. Let’s practice some ways to work to understand each other when we disagree! 

We are going to practice listening to each other. I have a task that I want you to 
accomplish with a partner, but to do this you are going to really need to 
communicate well. Groups can have two listeners if  there is an odd number of  
people. 

a. Instruct partners to sit in back to back. 
b. Give one partner an idea for a simple drawing (a house, random shapes, etc.), and 

give the other partner a blank sheet of  paper and a pencil. 
c. The goal is for the partner with the drawing to describe it as accurately as possible 

while they recreate the drawing on their piece of  paper. The speaker may not 
identify their drawing as a specific object (for instance, they cannot say, “Draw a 
house,” but could stay “Draw a square. On top of  the square, add a triangle …”) 

d. Allow the person drawing to ask any clarifying questions. 
e. When you are finished, compare pictures. How close did you come? 
f. As a variation, do not allow the drawer to ask questions. 

8. Follow up with these questions:  
• How well did you do? 
• Did you find this task difficult or easy? 
• For those trying to describe the picture, what was the most difficult part of  

your job? 
• For those trying to draw, what was your most difficult challenge? 
• What does this teach us about clear instructions and good listening? 
• How can we use this in our family? In our church? 

9. Because the disciples were human, there were times when they misunderstood 
each other and argued about the best ways to spread the gospel and grow the 
church. But God is not limited by our petty disagreements or 
misunderstandings, and God will work through us—and even in spite of  us! 

 

 
 



 

6 © 2015-2020 Spirit and Truth Publishing—All Rights Reserved 

God’s Story @ Home (NL) Lesson #3-30 April 18, 2021 

Prepare gift baskets. 
 
Supplies: 
 Gift baskets or bags 
 Gift items for adults  

 
Preparation: 

1. Ask the pastor to prepare a list of  widows or widowers in your congregation or consider 
people in your neighborhood who may appreciate a gift.   

 
Instructions: 

1. Just like the early church, we are called on to care for our older members or the 
lonely people around us. What can we share with them to help brighten their 
day? 

2. Gather around the gift bags or baskets and small gifts.  
3. Work together to fill the basket and personalize it by including artwork or handmade 

cards.  
4. If  possible, deliver them in person or ask the pastor or lay leaders to deliver them on 

your behalf. 
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Identify ministries of  the church. 
 
Supplies: 
 Poster paper 
 Markers 
 Internet-connected devices 

 
Preparation: 

1. Post the large sheet of  paper, if  necessary. 
 
Instructions: 

1. Church is more than just what you see on Sunday morning in worship or Sunday 
school!  

2. Find your church's calendar on their website. Use it to discover what activities are 
happening in the building during the week. 

3. On the paper, create two lists in side-by-side columns: “Jobs” and “Gifts.” In the Jobs 
list, identify some of  the many tasks that occur through the ministry of  your church 
each week, including worship and Sunday school. In the Gifts list, identify what gifts and 
talents those volunteers possess.  

4. Close the segment by considering where each person’s gifts might best be used in service 
to the church.  

. 
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1. Take a family selfie. At the last minute, ask everyone to close their eyes while you  
choose someone to step away from the group. Do not allow anyone to open their eyes 
until after you have taken the photo. Allow the missing person to return to their spot, 
and invite everyone to open their eyes. Show them the photo. Can they tell who is 
missing? 

2. Just like in our story, everyone is needed to work together to accomplish the tasks 
of  the church: teaching, serving, leading, loving. The church would not look the 
same if  any one person was missing!  

3. Close by taking a photo with everyone and using the photo to pray for each person by 
name.  

 

Before ending, make a point to come together to pray.  Use the following or say your own 
prayer.   

 
Lord, thank you for creating us all unique. Thank you for the gifts and talents that you 
have given us, and help us to use them to grow your church. Give us confidence, Lord, 
that you will be with us as we step out in faith. Amen. 
 
If  you have the “Living the Word: Sharing God’s Story @ Home” sheet, remember to use it 
throughout the week as a part of  your family devotions! 


