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Key Verse:   
So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people.  
Luke 3:18 

 
The Point: 

Jesus is proclaimed as the Son of  God.  

Lesson #3-17 

Sunday, January 10, 2021 

 
Luke 3:1-22  

Jesus is again recognized, this time as an adult. John 
the Baptist preaches repentance for the forgiveness of 
sins, emphasizing the importance of changing one’s 
behavior for God. John baptizes people in water, in 
expectation of the greater one to come who will 
baptize everyone in fire and water through the power 
of the Holy Spirit. When John was preaching during 
his baptism ministry, Jesus asked John to baptize him 
(instead of vice versa). Jesus is baptized, and the 
heavens open and the Holy Spirit comes down like a 
dove, and God proclaims Jesus the Son with whom 
God is pleased. 
 

The Point 
Jesus is proclaimed as the Son of God. Throughout 
this month, we are looking at how Jesus reveals God 
to us. One of the first steps in understanding these 
revelations is recognizing Jesus as a legitimate avenue 
for us to encounter God. The ones who were already 
familiar with God’s work, those who understood God 
to be a faithful, loving, and saving God were the 
prophets who were able to recognize Jesus. Working 
together to see how Jesus is present on earth through 
the Holy Spirit, we too can continue to proclaim 
Jesus’s saving message of love. 
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Celebrate belonging to God. 
 

 None 
 

 

Illustrate the presence of the Spirit. 

 Bibles 
 Paper 
 Art supplies 
 

  

Remember your baptism. 
 

 Bowl of water 
 Your congregation’s baptismal liturgy 
 

Meditate on the Holy Spirt as fire and water. 

 Candle 
 Match or lighter 
 Clear glass of water 
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Celebrate belonging to God. 
 

Supplies: 
 None 

 
 

Instructions: 
1. When we are baptized, we are baptized by name and in the name of  the Father, 

the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Baptism is a way for God to claim us as God’s 
children, just as God claimed Jesus as God’s Son. Baptism is very similar to 
naming a child. When a baby is born, they are already a part of  the family, but 
naming the child makes it official. In baptism, we are recognized and it is 
proclaimed that we belong to God! We are going to have everyone ask who they 
belong to. We will respond by saying, “You belong to God!” Here’s an example: 
“I am (say your name). Who do I belong to?” And we all will say, “You belong to 
God!”  



 

4 © 2015-2020 Spirit and Truth Publishing—All Rights Reserved 

God’s Story @ Home (NL) Lesson #3-17 January 10, 2021 

Illustrate the presence of  the Spirit. 
 
Supplies: 
 Bibles 
 Paper 
 Art supplies 

 
Preparation: 

1. Gather a variety of  art supplies (clay, paints, glue, paper, feathers, markers, etc.).   
 
Instructions: 

1. In our story last week, Jesus was a child who amazed the teachers at the temple. 
Today, our story picks up at the beginning of  Jesus’ ministry. He is now an adult, 
and is recognized by John the Baptist. Let’s read the story together. 

2. Read Luke 3:1-22 aloud. 
3. Who are the three main characters in today’s story? [John the Baptist, Jesus, and God in 

the form of  the Holy Spirit.] Can someone retell this story in their own words? Allow 
someone to retell the story. 

4. Let’s take a moment to focus on God on this story. What does God say about 
Jesus? [You are my Son, I am pleased with you.] Can you think of  a time in your life when 
you felt that God was saying that about you? Allow everyone time to share. God 
loves each and every one of  us, and is pleased with us, but sometimes that is 
hard to remember. 

5. What about the Holy Spirit in this story? The Spirit shows up in a number of  
different ways throughout Scripture, but here it looks like a dove. How else does 
the Spirit appear in the Bible? [Still small voice, fire, wind, dove.]  

6. As we conclude this lesson, let’s illustrate it. You can use any of  the art supplies 
that you would like. When you are finished, share your creations. 
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Remember your baptism. 
 

Supplies: 
 Bowl of  water 
 Your congregation’s baptismal liturgy 

 
Preparation: 

1. Ask your pastor to send you your congregation’s baptismal liturgy to read as a reminder 
of  baptisms. You may want to choose the most familiar section.   

 
Instructions: 

1. Gather around a bowl of  water. 
2. Sometimes when we worship together, we will have a baptism. That is when 

someone is welcomed into the family: our church family and the family of  
Christ. It is something that we celebrate! How do we celebrate a baptism in our 
church? Allow everyone to share their responses. 

3. A baptism is a time when we are not only welcomed into the family, but we are 
also forgiven and given the gift of  the Holy Spirit. It is something to celebrate 
and something to remember.  

4. Today we will take a moment to remember our baptisms together. In baptism, we 
hear these words: (read the section of  the baptismal worship that you have chosen.) 
What do those words mean to you? Allow each person to share. 

5. Today, as a reminder of  our baptism, dip your finger in the water, make the sign 
of  the cross on your forehead, and hear these words: You are a beloved child of  
God. 
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Meditate on the Holy Spirit as fire and water. 
 
Supplies: 
 Candle  
 Match or lighter 
 Clear glass of  water 

 
Instructions: 

1. Light the candle. 
2. Look at the fire and the water. Think about how each one moves and acts. John 

the Baptist said that Jesus baptizes with both fire and water. How are water and 
fire similar? Think for about it for minute, and then discuss. 

3. How are they different? Think for about it for minute, and then discuss. 
4. Do you feel more drawn to imagining the Holy Spirit as fire or as water? Why? 

Think for about it for minute, and then discuss.  
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Before ending, make a point to come together to pray.  Use the following or say your own 
prayer.   
 
Baptized Lord, your public ministry begins in baptism, but you point others to God 
throughout your life. Help us to recognize that our ministry also lasts throughout our 
lifetime. Send us out from this place to share your good news. Amen.  
 

If  you have the “Living the Word: Sharing God’s Story @ Home” sheet, remember to use it 
throughout the week as a part of  your family devotions! 


