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Key Verse:  

[Jesus] said to them, “Why were you searching for me? Did you not know that I 
must be in my Father’s house?” 
Luke 2:49  
 

The Point: 
Jesus learns and teaches in the temple.  

Lesson #3-16 

Sunday, January 3, 2021 

Luke 2:41-52  

How could Mary and Joseph not notice that Jesus was 
missing? As they traveled among the crowd returning 
from Jerusalem, perhaps they thought that Jesus was 
with friends. They probably did not imagine that he 
had stayed behind, not only to learn but to teach. 
 
After three days, Jesus’ parents finally found him in the 
temple. They had been worried, searching everywhere, 
but Jesus simply replies that this is where he is meant 
to be. “Did you not know that I would be in my 
Father’s house?” (verse 49). Jesus reveals his deep 
connection with God, but it is more than his frantic 
parents are able to understand.  

The Point 
Jesus learns and teaches in the temple. Jesus feels 
compelled to stay at the temple, both to learn more 
about God and to share his miraculous knowledge. He 
is a young boy who has wandered away from his 
parents, but for a higher purpose. When do we walk 
away from what is expected to learn more about God? 
May we feel so compelled to learn and worship in our 
own ways.  
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Share stories and compare teachers. 
 

 Paper 
 Markers 

 

Responding to the presence of Jesus. 

 Bibles 

  

Share favorite Bible passages. 
 

 Bibles 
 Optional: Internet-connected devices 

Play a simple game of Bible truths. 
 

 Slips of paper or index cards 
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Share stories and compare teachers. 
 
Supplies: 
 Paper 
 Markers 

 
Instructions: 

1. All (or most) of  us have gone to school and had different types of  teachers. 
Think about your favorite teachers and about your least favorite teachers. Share 
the name of  your favorite teacher, and what subject or grade they taught. 

2. Give people time to respond. 
3. Use the paper to write down characteristics of  some of  these favorite teachers. 

Were they good speakers? Funny? Caring? What was it that made them a good 
teacher? 

4. Ask people to share some of  the traits they wrote down. Which traits are common? 
5. In our story, Jesus wants to spend time among the teachers in the temple. He is 

so hungry to learn more about God that he stays in the temple, even after his 
parents have left.  
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Responding to the presence of  Jesus. 
 
Supplies: 
 Bibles 

 
Instructions: 

1. This is the Season of  Epiphany. Epiphany means God is revealed in some way. 
We are going to put on our Epiphany glasses, (make pretend glasses with your 
fingers around your eyes) which are the eyes of  faith that the prophets have. These 
epiphany glasses allow us to recognize Jesus.  

2. Now we are going to read the story. Every time someone in the story hears the 
Word of  God or recognizes Jesus, I am going to raise my hand. When this 
happens, stand up and say, “There’s Jesus!” as a sign that you recognize him.  

3. Read Luke 2:41-52 together. Have family members keep track of  where they see 
someone in the story that hears the Word of  God or recognizes Jesus. When they have 
read through it once, listen again and put on your Epiphany glasses whenever Jesus or 
the Word of  God are recognized.  

4. From Luke 2:41-52: Now every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the festival 
of  the Passover. And when he was twelve years old, they went up as usual for the 
festival.  When the festival was ended and they started to return, the boy Jesus 
stayed behind in Jerusalem (raise hands and pause), but his parents did not know 
it. Assuming that he was in the group of  travelers, they went a day’s journey. 
Then they started to look for him among their relatives and friends. When they 
did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem to search for him. After three days 
they found him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and 
asking them questions (raise hands and pause). And all who heard him were 
amazed at his understanding and his answers (raise hands and pause). When his 
parents saw him they were astonished; and his mother said to him, “Child, why 
have you treated us like this? Look, your father and I have been searching for you 
in great anxiety.” He said to them, “Why were you searching for me? Did you not 
know that I must be in my Father’s house?” (raise hands and pause). But 
they did not understand what he said to them. Then he went down 
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with them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them. His mother 
treasured all these things in her heart. And Jesus increased in wisdom and in 
years, and in divine and human favor (raise hands and pause). 

5. How do you recognize Jesus when you see him? Allow responses. Sometimes Jesus 
comes in surprising ways, and we may not realize what we are seeing. We need to 
keep our Epiphany glasses nearby so that we can always recognize him! 
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Share favorite Bible passages. 
 
Supplies: 
 Bibles 
 Optional: Internet-connected devices 

 
Instructions: 

1. Some of  us have a favorite Bible story that we have loved for years. Some of  us 
are just beginning to learn these stories. We all have something to teach and 
something to learn. Pair up with someone in your family who is from a different 
generation. Think of  a favorite Bible story, and teach it to your partner. You can 
use Bibles, Bible apps, or the Internet to help you. 

2. Allow family members time to share. When everyone is finished, invite them to share 
what story they told or learned. 
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Play a simple game of  Bible truths. 
 
Supplies: 
 Slips of  paper or index cards 

 
Preparation: 

1. Write the following on notecards or slips of  paper: Love your parents, Eat your 
vegetables, Care for others, Do not kill, Pick up garbage, Plant a tree, Baptize people, 
Love your enemies, Jesus loves you. Feel free to add your own sentences. 

 
Instructions: 

1. Line people up in a line on one end of  the room. The goal of  this game is to move 
across the room one step at a time by knowing which phrases are in the Bible and which 
are not. 

2. Today we are going to play a game to help us learn more about the Bible. I am 
going to read some common, simple phrases. If  you think that phrase is in the 
Bible, take one step forward. If  you think it is not, do not move. If  you take a 
step forward and the sentence is not in the Bible, you will go back to the starting 
line. Your goal is to make it all the way across the room. 

3. If  you have family members who are less mobile, consider allowing them to be the 
leader who reads the phrases. 

4. Read the sentences in any order. While some of  these are implied (“Plant a tree” could 
be seen as caring for creation, for example), they are not specifically listed in Scripture. 
Be lenient with your interpretation and encourage people to work together. 

• In the Bible: Love your parents, Care for others, Do not kill, Baptize people, Love 
your enemies, Jesus loves you. 

• Not in the Bible: Eat your vegetables, Pick up garbage, Plant a tree. 
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Before ending, make a point to come together to pray.  Use the following or say your own 
prayer.   

 

We will close in prayer, asking for the ability to recognize Jesus. Repeat the prayer after 
me.  

 
Leader: Heavenly God, 
All: Heavenly God, 
Leader: Send your Holy Spirit here, 
All: Send your Holy Spirit here, 
Leader: So that we might see Jesus 
All: So that we might see Jesus 
Leader: Wherever we go. 
All: Wherever we go. 
All: Amen.  
  
If  you have the “Living the Word: Sharing God’s Story @ Home” sheet, remember to use it 
throughout the week as a part of  your family devotions! 


