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I am the v ine, you ar e th e branches.   
(John 15 :5 )  

In This Issue Summer Worship Schedule  

Beginning on June 4 and continuing through 
September 10, ther e will be one service at 9:30 a.m. 
on Sundays.  

There will be familiar hymns with organ and piano, a 
children’s message and a fellowship time following 
each Sunday worship service. A variety of ministries 
will host the fellowship time and will spotlight their ministry, let the 
congregation know what they do and invite others to join them. (The 
Saturday 5:00 p.m. service will continue as usual.) 

CDC Summer 

Garden Project     

Thanks to the efforts of 
Don Friend, Rick Jansen, 
Al Lettow, and Kristin 
Young, we now have 
three raised garden beds 
in the middle church 
courtyard. The after 
school youth program (or 
School Age Child Care 1 
and 2) of our St. Mark’s 
Child Development 
Center has carefully 
planted vegetables in 
seed starters and on 
Friday, May 12, planted 
them in the raised beds. 
The garden is a great 
way to teach these youth 
about gardening skills, 
the beauty of God’s 
creation, patience, and 
cooking skills. It also has 
given the middle 
courtyard a little facelift!   

 

 

 

 

 

If you are an avid 
gardener and would love 
to help out on gardening 
days with the youth, or 
help with a weekly 
watering check, please 
contact Kristin Young.  

CDC gardening days and 
times: 

June 12, 28, and 29 1:30-
2:30, July 12, 13, 17, 20, 
26, and 28 1:30-2:30, 
August 1 1:30-2:30.      

Pastor Geiseman’s Sabbatical Starts this Month 

June is here. My last weekend worship before my summer sabbatical 
will be June 10-11. On June 13, Ed and I will travel with the choir and 
others to Germany to celebrate the 500th anniversary of the 
Reformation. 

During this time away Pastor Paul Olson will assume my pastoral 
responsibilities.  You are in capable and caring hands!   

“Keeping the Sabbath,” means focusing on God’s goodness and 
abundance by finding new space and meaning in life other than in work.  
During this time away I will not be available by phone, email or text, 
and I will not be in the church office. It will be a time for me to rest, 
reflect and prepare for the transition time ahead of us as we prepare for 
calling a second pastor, continue our work on our priorities, and my 
future retirement. In May I turned 63. I used to think this was old! 

I don’t know what this time away will be like. But I need to find out.   

In the meantime,  

May the Source of all Energy and Goodness be with you! 

 

Pastor Patricia Geiseman 

Learn Handbells This Summer 

Have you ever wanted to learn how to ring handbells? Basic Bell sessions 
are for you! This summer, Basic Bell sessions will present basic handbell 
and music skills to help interested folks grow and improve their 
ringing. Though the session are designed with new and inexperienced 
ringers in mind, all are welcome.  Any questions, please contact Sue 
Hilderbrand.    

Summer Basic Bell sessions are on Tuesdays, 6:30 – 7:30 p.m., on June 6 
and 13, July 11 and 18, and August 8 and 15. 
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Registration for Vacation Bible 

School Is Now Open! 

Join the Maker Fun Factory this summer at 
Vacation Bible School! St. Mark’s VBS will 
be July 24-28 fr om 9:00 a.m. to noon. Fun 
Factory will create a world where curious kids 

become hands-on inventors who discover they're lovingly 
crafted by God. Kids will get to create their own snacks, help 
choose their games, try hands-on science experiments and so 
much more. Kids will learn that they are “created by God; 
built for a purpose!”  

Visit www.StMarksAuroraVBS.com for more information, 
to sign your children up to attend and to sign yourself up to 
volunteer. There are opportunities for all types of people: 
crafty people, organizers, technical folks, teachers, musicians 
and more! Please let Kari Reiseck know if you’d like to join 
the planning team — it takes a lot of behind-the-scenes work 
to make VBS happen! 

Planning a Baptism or a Wedding? 

Visit the Welcome Center for a Planning for a Baptism at St. 
Mark’s brochure or a Planning for a Wedding at St. Mark’s 
brochure. 

New Sanctuary Video/Projection System 

Coming Soon 

Maybe you have heard or read that the Congregational 
Council approved the installation of a new sanctuary video/
projector system. Approximately two years ago, St. Mark’s 
received a gift to explore how we might enhance projecting 
images and videos in our sanctuary. Over the course of many 
months we talked with four different vendors and did a mock-
up test to determine what might work for our sanctuary.  

Last July, our Vacation Bible School used a temporary setup 
in the sanctuary that represented what we were looking to 
install. As you might remember, we had bed sheets taped to 
the brick walls, projector carts near the altar, and cords taped 
to the floor. Later, during the Sunday service when our youth 
came back from their mission trip, we projected pictures from 
their trip while they gave their mission report. 

The new system will be similar to that setup. We will have 
two motorized screens mounted on the brick walls by the 
chancel. When not in use, the screens will be rolled up into 
their casing. There will be two projectors mounted from the 
ceiling approximately 25 feet from the screens. All equipment 
will be operated from the sound desk. 

What does this mean for services? We have talked about its 
use and making sure that what we do with them enhances our 
services and does not distract from them. Our pastors could 
easily show a bible verse or pictures that have a special 
relationship to their sermon for that day. Our 10:30 service 
could use the projectors to show the words to songs and the 
worship order. We can allow for weddings and funerals to 
show photos of those involved for a more personal connection. 
Stewardship videos can be easily shown. In the future we 
would like to re-locate the existing video camera in the 
sanctuary or replace it with a high definition camera placed so 
that baptisms can be displayed on the screen. The uses are 
many, but first and foremost we must always keep in mind 
how will the usage enhance the service and not become a 
distraction. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Don 
Friend, Kristin Young or Fred Krueger. 

Holy Cow! It’s a Father’s Day ELCA Good Gift  

How many men can say they’ve ever received a cow (or part 
of one) as a gift? This Father’s Day, let’s increase that small 
number by supporting the Outreach Team’s goal of purchasing 
two cows through the ELCA’s Good Gifts program, at a cost 
of $500 each, to help our brothers and sisters in need.  

Cows are valuable resources: Just one dairy cow can produce 
as many as three gallons of milk each day. Nutritious, calcium
-packed milk from a cow helps ensure that children grow up 
healthy and strong. Extra milk can also be used to make 
cheese, yogurt, butter and other dairy products to eat and sell 
for a steady source of income. Along with food and funds, 
cows produce fertilizer for fields. 

Honor or remember those who embody the example of a good 
father. You may donate a portion of the price or — Holy Cow! 
— buy the whole thing. Dedication sheets, notification cards 
and payment envelopes are on the table by the Outreach 
bulletin board. Envelopes may be placed in the drop box or 
given to the host at the 
Welcome Center. Dedication 
sheets must be turned in by 
June 12 to be part of the 
Father’s Day bulletin insert. 
Remember someone special in 
a special way this year!  
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It's Cool in The Furnace!  

This summer the music ministry will be getting youth from St. 
Mark's and the Child Development Center ready to present the 
musical "It's Cool in the Furnace" on Friday, August 11. This 
story from the Bible about Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego 
in the fiery furnace is wonderfully portrayed with music, 
kazoos, sunglasses, singing, clapping, and of course, a fiery 
furnace.  

St. Mark's youth have many music opportunities to plug into 
and we have some very talented kids! This joint effort is a 
great opportunity for the kids from Child Development Center 
to spread their musical wings too with the help of our kids.  

Rehearsals begin on June 4 following the summer worship 
service (approximately 10:30 a.m.). There is a signup at the 
Welcome Center along with the rehearsal schedule. We also 
need adult help with production, communication, set, 
costuming, etc. Please contact Director of Worship and Arts 
Kristin Young if you are available to help out.  

Time and Talent Inventory 2017 

It has been about 10 years since St. Mark’s has done an all-
congregation time and talent inventory. There have been a lot 
of changes in the congregation in the past 10 years – some 
folks have moved to other locations, new folks have arrived 
and others have entered the Church Triumphant.  

That is why this inventory is so important. All confirmed 
members should have received an inventory in the mail (one 
mailing with all inventories for each household), and we will 
dedicate those inventories at our worship on the Festival of 
Pentecost, June 3 and 4. Remember, June 4 is also when the 
summer schedule begins, with one Sunday worship service at 
9:30 a.m. The 5:00 p.m. Saturday service continues as usual.  

All gifts of time and talent are essential for the ministry of St. 
Mark’s. By these means St. Mark’s can continue its strong and 
vibrant witness in our congregation, community and world. 
Thank you for your participation and willingness to share in 
the many and varied ministries. And thank you to many who 
provided information and ways to include all the different 
ways in which St. Mark’s is being faithful.  

You may have noticed that all the varied ministries are 
identified under the five priorities developed from our 
Visioning process — one way of showing how all of our 
talents and skills are essential to St. Mark’s mission and 
provide a faithful witness as disciples of our Lord.  

Leadership Lab: Leadership Skills for  

Lutheran Youth   

For over 50 years, Leadership Lab has not only been teaching 
leadership skills to the Lutheran youth of Illinois but also 
providing a life changing experience for our youth. This year 
will be no exception!  

Leadership Lab is more than a leadership school and it is 
more than a summer camp experience. It is a week of faith 
building, friendships and encountering God. We promise to 
provide your youth the tools to lead in your congregation. 

This year’s theme is “Mountains, Rivers and Valleys” where 
we explore the different places in our lives as leaders and as 
the people of God.  

Leadership Lab will be held at Augustana College in Rock 
Island, IL July 24- 29. Registration is now open. Please go to 
http://leadershiplab.net/register to register. We accept students 
who have completed 8th grade through college-age students. 
We also have a “level” for adults who work with youth in 
their church.  

If you have any questions, email Pastor Ben Bergren at 
pastorben@bethelcupertino.org or Cindy Svanda at 
csvanda3@gmail.com. For more information, check out the 
Leadership Lab website: http://leadershiplab.net. 

Pastor Olson’s Summer Schedule 

As you know, from June 12 to September 1, Pastor Geiseman 
will be on sabbatical. During this time Pastor Olson will be 
increasing his time at St. Mark’s. On most weeks he will be in 
the office on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday — although 
there may be some weeks in which this will vary due to 
scheduled events.  

To contact him during this time, please call the church office 
at 630-897-6891. If you wish to use email, his email address 
at St. Mark’s is: polson@stmarksaurora.net. 

Summer Worship Schedule: 

June 4 through September 10 

Saturday: 5:00 p.m. 

      Sunday: 9:30 a.m. followed by fellowship time 
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Hospital Stay? Let the Office Know! 

Under the federal Health Insurance Portability and 
Accountability Act of 1996 (HIPAA), hospitals are restricted 
in their ability to disclose patient information, and the pastor 
or church office may not be notified that a parishioner has 
been admitted to the hospital.  

If you or a family member are hospitalized or ill and you 
would like the pastor to know, please inform the church office 
directly at 630-897-6891.  

Ministry by Walking Around 

With St. Mark’s recent “Walk to Jerusalem,” with a U-turn to 
“Walk to Wittenberg” to meet the St. Mark’s Choir 
Tour in Germany, this story of Ed Stafford might be 
of interest. 

On August 9, 2010, Ed Stafford plunged into the 
Atlantic Ocean off the coast of Brazil to cool off, 
pop open some champagne and celebrate. Other sun 
bathing tourists on the beach might have seen him as 
just another crazy Brit who soaked up a little too 
much South American sun. Stafford would say he 
was, indeed, a little bit crazy, but not in the "frat boy" sense of 
the word.  

That's because when Stafford's toes hit the surf that morning, 
he officially became the first man to ever walk the entire 
length of the Amazon River. His 860-day, 4,200-mile trek 
took him through some of the most dangerous terrain on earth. 
Stafford and his companion, Peruvian forestry worker Gadiel 
"Cho" Sanchez Rivera, braved deadly snakes, 18-foot 
crocodiles, exotic tropical diseases, hostile natives and the 
daily potential of disaster to complete the trek entirely by 
walking through the rain forest and not using boats, as other 
expeditions had done.  

Why did he do it, you ask? Stafford is quick to tell you it was 
a personal challenge for a man who left the military to be a 
stockbroker, got bored with the drudgery of finance and ended 
up leading student expeditions in Belize, then supervising the 
building of a BBC base camp in Guyana. "The crux of it is, if 
this wasn't a selfish, boy's-own-adventure, I don't think it 
would have worked," he said about his quest. "I am simply 
doing it because no one has done it before." 

People in the ancient world likely would still have seen 
Stafford's trek as impressive because of the danger quotient, 
but not all that unusual in terms of the distance walked. Jesus 
was himself an epic walker, according to the gospels. Cari 
Haus, who writes for the Web site ILuvWalking.com, says 
Jesus traveled distances on foot that are mind-boggling to 
those of us who are used to moving while seated. Here are 
some stats: 

 If we take Matthew's narrative at face value, Jesus, as a 
young boy, would have walked about 400 miles with his 
parents during their return from Egypt to Nazareth.  

 Every devout male in Galilee would travel to Jerusalem 
three times a year for religious festivals, which meant a 
240-mile round trip from Nazareth. If Jesus followed 
this pattern every year between the ages of 5 and 30, he 
would have walked 18,000 miles in trips to Jerusalem 
alone (3 x 240 x 25). 

 Based on the gospel accounts, Jesus traveled 3,125 miles 
in his three-year public ministry. His disciples would have 
walked many of those miles with him.  

 That means a conservative estimate of the distance Jesus 
walked during his lifetime was 21,525 miles. That's a lot 

of sandals! 

Stafford's long walk allowed him to see and 
experience things that most people fly over and 
forget. Jesus' lifetime of long walks allowed him the 
opportunity to see faces, hear stories, experience the 
hospitality of strangers and feel the connection 
between the land and its people. Jesus led his 
disciples on a journey that gave them the best kind of 
laboratory for learning what God was doing in Jesus' 
own ministry and their part in it. We might call it 

"ministry by walking around."  

Discipleship is never a drive-by or fly-by process, in which we 
can look for instant results and ignore the people and places 
we whiz by every day. Disciples of Jesus recognize that their 
lives are a journey of following Jesus and learning from him 
but also looking for him in the faces of strangers who join 
them on the way. Disciples are willing to follow Jesus despite 
the dangers and potential pitfalls, and they offer hospitality to 
others who may not yet recognize him. Disciples also know 
that they can't walk the journey alone. Discipleship is a long-
haul process, and we need each other along the way.  

Stafford finished his long walk with a dip in the water. 
We begin our journey with Jesus when we're dipped in the 
waters of Baptism. We also need nourishment along the way, 
which the bread and wine in the Eucharist offers us all 
because of Christ's gracious sacrifice. No matter where we 
live and move in the world, we're to remember that it's Jesus 
who leads us, provides for us and walks beside us.  

Pastor Olson, Interim 

Summer Worship Schedule: 

June 4 through September 10 

Saturday: 5:00 p.m. 

      Sunday: 9:30 a.m. followed by fellowship time 
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Coming Up in Our Worship 

June 3-4: The Festival of Pentecost  

Acts 2:1-21; 1 Corinthians 12:3-13; John 20:19-23 

June 10-11: The Festival of the Holy Trinity  

Genesis 1:1-2:4; 2 Corinthians 13:11-13; Matthew 28:16-20 

June 17-18: Pentecost 2 

Exodus 19:2-8; Romans 5:1-8; Matthew 9:35-10:8 

June 24 -25: Pentecost 3 

Jeremiah 20:7-13; Romans 6:1-11; Matthew 10:24-29  

Council Meeting Highlights 

 St. Mark’s Endowment Fund was opened with $26,000. 

 The Child Development Center has high enrollment for the 
summer. 

 The council voted to move ahead with replacing the 
flooring in the education wing. LVT flooring from Douglas 
Flooring will be installed at the end of May. The CDC will 
pay for a substantial portion of the project, and the balance 
will be paid for with Klebe memorial money and the 
maintenance budget. 

 Austin Bredow, Mark Mueller, and Rick Reiseck will be 
St. Mark’s voting members to the Synod Assembly June 9-
10.  

 The Council voted to purchase trees to be planted in front 
of the LSSI Fox Trail House (former parish house) 

 The Council approved the attendance of three members of 
our music ministry,  Kristin Young, Sue Hilderbrand and 
Lauren Twohill, at a summer workshop in Oak Brook on 
July 31 and August 1. 

 An additional $13,486.00 was paid towards the principal of 
our mortgage from capital campaign contributions at the 
end of April. The community outreach fund has a $19,900 
balance; $400 is contributed to Emmanuel House each 
month from the community outreach fund. 

Congratulations 

Graduates! 

For all those who are completing a 
time of education, we rejoice and 
give thanks! As you move on in 
your life — be it technical school, 
college or university, graduate 
school or work experiences, may 
God bless and keep you in arms of goodness and grace. We 
remember you with prayer and offer this prayer for all 
graduates:  

Gracious God, 

Surround those are graduating with your grace. Bless them 
with hope so that they move into the future with eager and 

open hearts. 

Help them to put the knowledge, skills, and insights gained 
through their education to use for the good of all humankind. 

Inspire them to believe in the goodness of life even when faced 
with challenges and difficulties. Support them when life 

becomes hard and decisions are difficult. 

As they move into this new chapter, may they grow ever more 
grateful, compassionate and wise. 

All this we ask in the name of Jesus, your beloved Son.  

Amen. 

Need to Get the Word Out? 

Articles for the weekly Courier are due each Monday by noon 
for the following weekend’s issue.  Articles for the July 
Vineyard are due by noon on June 15.  

If you have any questions, please email or call Deb Arcilla at: 
(630) 897-6891 ext. 27. 

Consider Electronic Giving for the Summer 

Electronic giving is a convenience for us when we’re on 
vacation, can’t find our envelopes or just don’t want to write 
checks. It’s also helpful for St. Mark’s — electronic giving is 
consistent, making our income more predicable and our 
finances easier to manage.   

When you sign up for electronic giving, the amount that you 
wish to commit to the work of St. Mark’s Lutheran Church is 
automatically withdrawn from your checking or savings 
account on either a weekly or monthly basis.  

The amount that you designate for electronic giving can be 
either your full pledge or only a part of your pledge. If you 
sign up for the weekly option, the amount you designate will 
be withdrawn every Thursday. If you sign up for the monthly 
option, the amount will be withdrawn on the first Thursday 
of the month. 

If you are considering electronic giving or have questions, 
feel free to contact Jim Erickson, Financial Secretary, at: 
jerickson@stmarksaurora.net or 630-897-0291. 

mailto:jerickson@stmarksaurora.net
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St. Mark’s Lutheran Church —  

Our Purpose and Principles  

Purpose: 
 

Principles:  

† Following faithfully where Jesus and the Spirit lead. 

† Giving unselfishly for the sake of God’s work.  

† Caring for each other as Christ cares for us. 

† Serving compassionately in response to our neighbors in 
need.  

† Welcoming and accepting all people into fellowship.  

† Engaging with the community to enhance wellbeing. 

Update on Our Emmanuel House Ministry 

In late April and early May we wrapped up the 
renovation of the second-floor apartment at 218 Oak 
Ave. so our family could  move in: Much of the wood 
paneling has been replaced with drywall, the kitchen is 
getting some new appliances, new carpeting has been 
installed and the bathroom got an overhaul.  

Jerad Chipman and Austin Bredow helped Ray 
(Emmanuel House's full-time foreman) paint a couple 
of spaces. Our Emmanuel House family moved in 
on Saturday, May 13. 

As you read in the May Vineyard,  there are a number 
of potential projects that we can work on throughout 
the year as a church (see below).     

You can still volunteer if you haven’t been able to do the training 
yet!  There will be more training opportunities later in the year, and 
you can volunteer in the meantime.   

Here are potential projects  coming up for us in 2017: 

 Assist with new landscaping (with help from Emmanuel House) 

 Repair front steps and railings 

 Strip and repaint window trim, indoors and outdoors 

 Possibly help fund professional replacement of some windows 

 Replace storm cellar doors 

If you would like to find out more about Emanuel House or see a video, 
go to http://emmanuelhouse.org/about-us/.  For more information about 
volunteering and St. Mark’s Emmanuel House ministry, contact Austin 
Bredow at 773-988-1231 or a_bredow@yahoo.com.  

St. Mark’s — McCleery School Partnership 

Ministry Update 

This summer, the leaders of this ministry will be meeting with 
McCleery’s new principal as well as other key staff members 
to discuss the details of this developing partnership.  

The tentative plan is to have a meeting for all volunteer tutors 
mid-to-late August. At that time, staff from McCleery will 
give an overview of McCleery School’s student population, 
test scores, and student and teacher needs. There will also be a 
review of healthy boundaries and how to address potential 
concerns regarding a students’ welfare. All volunteer tutors 
will need to be fingerprinted and go through a background 
check prior to tutoring. The West Side School District 
administrative offices will coordinate this.  

We hope to begin tutoring students by mid to late September. 
We are excited to begin this new and innovative ministry. If 
you have further questions, please contact Jean Clementz at 
630-897-6891 X-243 or jean.clementz@presencehealth.org. 
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Smile – and Support St. Mark’s 

If you shop on Amazon, you can support St. Mark’s by 
shopping on AmazonSmile instead. What’s AmazonSmile? 
AmazonSmile (smile.amazon.com) is a website operated by 
Amazon that is exactly the same as Amazon, except that 
when you when you shop there, the AmazonSmile 
Foundation will donate 0.5% of the price of eligible 
purchases to St. Mark’s.  

Here’s how it works: Go to AmazonSmile 
(smile.amazon.com) and click “select.” Search for St. Mark’s 
Lutheran Church Aurora and select it as your charity. (Note: 
It is listed as “St. Marks” — without the apostrophe.) Then 
just go to smile.amazon.com rather than amazon.com (change 
your bookmark right now) for your shopping. There is no 
cost to St. Mark’s, and Amazon does not deduct any fees, so 
smile, shop and support St. Mark’s!  

Pas to r al  A c t s  
 
May 13  Pike-Miller Wedding 

April 22  Memorial Service for John Hunger  

Coffee Project Notice 

During the months of June, July and 
August, we will be selling coffee and 
chocolate after the Sunday 9:30 a.m. 
service on the first and third Sundays 
of each month and after the Saturday 
night service on the  first Saturday of 
the month.   

In September we will resume selling 
after the 10:30a.m. service on the third Sunday of the month 
as well.  

Rally Day Is Coming September 10!  

September will be here before we know it, so it’s not too early 
to start planning for Rally Day on September 10. Last year’s 
Rally Day, with all its events and activities, was a great 
success — and a lot of fun — so let’s continue the celebration 
this year!  

So far the plans include one Sunday morning service, the start 
of Sunday School,  the annual butterfly release, games and 
events for all ages, brunch — and a few surprises. Be sure you 
put September 10 on your calendar to be part of a great St. 
Mark’s time!  

Where to Get the Scoop 

The new St. Mark’s web site (www.stmarksaurora.net) is 
where you can: 

 Update your contact information 

 Request the prayers of the community 

 Sign up for weekly emails and the emailed Vineyard 

 Register for Sunday School and FDL 

 Check the calendar 

 Find back issues of the Vineyard and the current 
Courier 

And more — check it out soon! 

All Aboard for Adult Fellowship June Event 

Adult Fellowship will be going to the Illinois Railway Museum 
in Union, IL on Thursday, June 22. It is America’s largest 
railway museum and is composed of many different aspects of 
railroading in the United States. Over 400 locomotives, plus 
various types of rail cars and transportation vehicles, are on 
display. On June 22, Illinois Terminal 415 (electric train) and 
the free trolley are scheduled to be operating.  

There is no formal tour, so you can wander all over the place at 
your own pace. Wear good walking shoes: There is a lot of 
moderate surfaced level walking with many benches available. 
There is a nice modern lunch room where we can all meet for 
lunch together. The cost includes the fare (admission), $8 for 
seniors (62+) or $10 for adults, plus your lunch. 

Plan to meet at St. Mark’s at 9:45 a.m. It will take about an 
hour to drive to Union. Sign up at the Welcome Center! 
Questions? Contact Bob Mulford at 630-553-3868.  

Summer Worship Schedule: 

June 4 through September 10 

Saturday: 5:00 p.m. 

      Sunday: 9:30 a.m. followed by fellowship time 



Sun Mon Tue Wed

    

4    Pentecost 

9:30a Worship: Dedication of Time and 

Talent Inventories 

Coffee Sales 

10:30a Fellowship  

     Sponsor: Congregational Council 

4:00p Schneider Piano Recital 

5 

9:00a Lydia’s Piecemakers and Knit 

Pickers  

7:00p Naomi Circle  

 

6 

1:00p Staff Meeting 

5:00p CDC Board 

6:30p Basic Bells Session 

 

 

 

7 

9:30a Bread Wrappers

1:00p Office Volunteers

 

11    Holy Trinity 

9:30a Worship 

Blood Pressure Screening 

10:30a Fellowship 

     Sponsor: Child Development Center Bd. 

3:00p Fox Valley Festival Chorus Concert 

12 

9:30a Faith Circle — Kalynn Carlson 

1:30p CDC Gardening/Music Project 

5:30p Council Meeting 

13 

1:00p Staff Meeting 

6:30p Basic Bells Session 

 

14 

9:30a Bread Wrappers

1:00p Office Volunteers

 

 

 

 

18    Pentecost 2 

9:30a Worship 

Coffee Sales 

10:30a Fellowship  

 

 

 

 

19 

9:00a Ruth Circle 

6:45p Rollingwood Colony Meeting 

 

 

 

 

20 

1:00p Staff Meeting 

 

 

 

21 

9:30a Bread Wrappers

1:00p Office Volunteers

 

 

25     Pentecost 3 

9:30a Worship 

10:30a Fellowship  

     Sponsor: Call Committee 

 

 

 

26 

9:00a Lydia’s Piecemakers & Knit Pickers 

 

 

27 

1:00p Staff Meeting 

 

28 

9:30a Bread Wrappers

1:00p Office Volunteers

1:30p CDC Gardening/Music Project

7:00p Hope Circle 

June Calendar
St. Mark's Lutheran Church 
 

Phone: 630-897-6891 
Fax: 630-897-4842 
Web: www.stmarksaurora.net 



Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

10:00a Outreach Team 

2 

6:30p Al-Anon 

3   Pentecost 

11:00a Brankey Piano Recital 

1:00p Sutterlin Piano Recital 

5:00p Worship: Dedication of Time and 

Talent Inventories 

Coffee Sales 

 

9:30a Bread Wrappers 

1:00p Office Volunteers 

8 

6:00p Rempala Wedding Rehearsal 

9 

Synod Assembly 

6:00p Fox Valley Festival Chorus  

6:30p Al-Anon 

 

10   The Holy Trinity 

Synod Assembly 

2:30p Rempala Wedding 

Blood Pressure Screening 

5:00p Worship 

 

 

9:30a Bread Wrappers 

1:00p Office Volunteers 

15 

 

16 

6:30p Al-Anon 

 

17   Pentecost 2 

5:00p Worship 

 

9:30a Bread Wrappers 

1:00p Office Volunteers 

22 

9:45 a Adult Fellowship Event: Railroad 

Museum 

 

23 

6:30p Al-Anon 

 

24   Pentecost 3 

5:00p Worship 

 

9:30a Bread Wrappers 

1:00p Office Volunteers 

1:30p CDC Gardening/Music Project 

7:00p Hope Circle 

29 

1:30p CDC Gardening/Music Project 

30 

6:30p Al-Anon 

7:00p Fox Valley Youth Orchestra and 

Chorus Concert 

 

June Calendar 
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April Budget Recap 

 

Monthly Budget Goal      $    71,480.67  
 

Monthly Offering Information 

 Envelopes—General Fund    $    65,094.10      

 Miscellaneous (Includes Child Care Center) $      2,725.00      

 Other (loose,  Sunday School, interest)  $         880.10     

Total General Fund Income     $    68,699.20   

Monthly Surplus (Shortfall)     $     (2,781.47)     

 

Year-to-Date Information as of 4/30/17 

Annual Budget      $ 857,768.00  

Percent of Year Completed                   33.3% 

Offerings/Commitments Received, Year to Date  $ 280,985.88        

Actual Expenses, Year to Date    $ 274,440.80        

Actual Expense Surplus (Shortfall), Year to Date  $      6,545.08        

Budget Surplus (Shortfall), Year to Date   $     (4,936.79)   

 

Capital Campaign 

Additional mortgage principal payments, 2016 gifts $   90,000.00  

Additional mortgage principal payments, 2017 gifts  $ 109,813.83    

 

Mortgage Balance as of 4/30/17 

Balance Due on Church (not including CDC)  $2,148,568.58      

Thrivent Choice 

Eligible Thrivent Financial 
members can use the 
Thrivent Choice grant 
program to direct their 
“Choice Dollars” to St. 
Mark’s or to another 
participating nonprofit 
organization or congregation. 

Last month, Thrivent 
deposited $135 in our 
account, thanks to Sheryl 
Murphy. 

These gifts help St. Mark’s in 
its ministries — thank you for 
directing your Thrivent 
Choice Dollars here! 

We Continue To Share Our Faith and Secure 

Our Future 

Our capital campaign – Sharing Our Faith & Securing Our 
Future – has provided a much needed boost to reduce the debt 
load of St. Mark’s. From the beginning of the campaign 
through May 15, total giving to the campaign is $238,050.79. 
This means that the present mortgage has been reduced to 
$2,148,569, as of May 15.  

This ongoing and faithful support to increase ministries of St. 
Mark’s by reducing the debt load shows a vibrant 
commitment on the part of the congregation. Thank you to all 
who have made sacrificial giving a measure of their 
stewardship of financial resources.  

If you have not yet made a commitment it is not too late to do 
so — or to make a gift to support St. Mark’s as we Share Our 
Faith and Secure Our Future. As the campaign continues ,we 
look to celebrate continued reductions in the debt load and 
increased vibrancy in the ministries provided.  

Thanks be to God! 
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If I can be of assistance to you or someone you know,  please 
contact me: 630-897-6891, X-23 or 
jean.clementz@presencehealth.org.  
 

 

Jean Clementz, RN 

Presence Mercy Medical Center 

Faith Community Nurse at St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 

the elderly, but its onset is most frequent between the ages of 
25 to 55. However, each case is different, and information 
should be discussed with your own doctor. 

What causes scleroderma? The exact cause or  causes of 
scleroderma are still unknown. It is known that scleroderma 
involves an overproduction of collagen. 

Is scleroderma genetic? Most patients do not have any 
relatives with scleroderma, and their children do not get 
scleroderma.  

What is the treatment for scleroderma? 
Currently, there is no cure for scleroderma, but there are many 
treatments available to help particular symptoms. Because 
there is so much variation from one person to another, there is 
great variation in the treatments prescribed. 

For more information about scleroderma, speak with your 
health care professional and visit http://www.scleroderma.org. 

“Many are the afflictions of the righteous, but the Lord 
rescues them from them all.” 

Nursing the Spirit:  

Scleroderma Awareness Month 

What is scleroderma? Scleroderma, is a chronic connective 
tissue disease generally classified as one of the autoimmune 
rheumatic diseases. The word “scleroderma” comes from two 
Greek words: “sclero” meaning hard, and “derma” meaning 
skin. Hardening of the skin is one of the most visible 
manifestations of the disease. The disease symptoms and 
severity varies from patient to patient. 

What scleroderma is not. Scleroderma is not contagious, 
infectious, cancerous or malignant. 

How serious is scleroderma? Any chronic disease can be 
serious. The symptoms of scleroderma vary greatly for each 
person, and the effects of scleroderma can range from very 
mild to life threatening. The seriousness will depend on the 
parts of the body, which are affected, and the extent to which 
they are affected 

How is scleroderma diagnosed? The diagnostic process 
may require consultation with rheumatologists (arthritis 
specialists), and/or dermatologists (skin specialists) and 
require blood studies and numerous other specialized tests 
depending upon which organs are affected. 

Who develops scleroderma, and when? It’s estimated that 
about 300,000 Americans have scleroderma. Overall, female 
patients outnumber male patients about four to one. Some 
scientists feel there is a slight predisposition to it in families 
with a history of rheumatic diseases. 

Scleroderma can develop in every age group from infants to 

All About Our Endowment Fund 

By Preston Runyan, Treasurer 

As you heard at our annual meeting or in Don Friend’s 
Mission Moment, the Endowment Committee has established 
and funded the Endowment Fund with $26,000 ($25,000 from 
the Hansen Fund and a gift of  $1,000). The Endowment Fund 
is invested with the ELCA, and we anticipate having enough 
earnings to start making distributions in a couple of years. 

While the committee has made significant progress, I 
occasionally get questions about why we are establishing this 
account while we are in the midst of a capital campaign. This 
is an excellent question that I would like to address. 

Our constitution requires an endowment committee and fund 
— we have been remiss for over 25 years in not having either. 
Even without a formal committee, people have and continue to 
support St. Mark’s in their wills and estates. With the 
establishment of the Endowment Fund, we now have a vehicle 
specifically tailored for the legacy of St Mark’s.  

The Endowment Fund is meant to last for generations, and if 

properly designed will offer significant funding 
opportunities for our ministry for years to come, since 
we will only be able to disperse earnings, not principal.  

The capital campaign, on the other hand, is a three-year 
plan, with the proceeds to be used primarily to reduce 
our level of indebtedness. Our level of debt service has 
been and continues to be a financial burden that has 
restricted the ministry of our church for well over a 
decade. The dollars committed to the capital campaign, 
while important today, will have no monetary value 
three, five or 10 years from now. 

The Endowment Fund should only continue to grow with 
earnings and contributions, so that with future 
generations, the Fund may be the focal point with which 
to fund significant parts of our ministry.  

The capital campaign is for the immediate need of debt 
reduction, the Endowment Fund is an investment for the 
future of St. Mark’s. Both are urgently needed, but each 
has its own entirely different goals and objectives. 



500th Anniv ersary of  the Re for mati on  
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Lutheranism 101:Theology of the Cross 

The theology of the cross refers not just to the events of Good 
Friday. It also refers to a cross-centered approach to theology 
that stands in opposition to a “theology of glory” focused on 
the power and majesty of God abstracted from God’s action in 
history. 

The God who chooses to come down from heaven chooses not 
to come down from the cross. The theology of the cross is a 
constant critique of human expectations. While the cross is a 
scandal to nonbelievers, Christians confess that God’s saving 
power works precisely through such weakness (1 Corinthians 
1:23-25, 2 Corinthians 12:9). 

How To Tell the Difference Between Theology 

of the Cross and Theology of Glory 

Distinguishing between cross and glory theologies requires a 
keen mind and the ability to differentiate between law and 
gospel. Like other Lutheran concepts, this one is difficult to 
quantify because it is actually a way of thinking rather than a 
strict set of rules. Luckily, the learning curve is quite short 
due to the abundance of theology of glory in our world and 
culture. 

Pay extremely close attention to the use of language. 
Lutherans are famous for over-parsing other people's sentence 
structure, but this arises from a valuable theological instinct. 
Who is the actor in this case? What did they do? How was 
their action described? Who benefits? Who receives the glory 
for it? While these questions all sound like political suspicion 
they're actually a right-headed effort to expose theology of 
glory and keep the focus on Christ. 

Remain vigilant against the implication that human beings 
are all-powerful, especially with respect to their own 
salvation from sin and death. Theologians of glory vastly 
overestimate a person's innate ability to believe and do the 
things necessary to gain access to God's grace — access that 
only God, through Jesus Christ, can grant. While perhaps not 
always consciously, they conceive of their own will as 
primary and God's as peripheral. They love sentences that 
begin with the pronoun “I.”* 

Train your mind to favor God over human beings as the 
"subject of the sentence." The theology of the cross claims 
the cross of Christ as a complete break from human 
"religious" efforts. That is, the cross represents God's decision 
and work for humans apart from any human action. 

How To Become a Theologian of the Cross 

(and Avoid Being a Theologian of Glory) 

The term theologian technically means a student of or 
specialist in theology. And theology is the study of God and 
God's relationship with humanity and the universe. You may 
not consider yourself a specialist yet, but you definitely are a 
student of theology. To do this well, you may wish to follow 
in the footsteps of Martin Luther, who brought the Christian 
church away from a misguided "theology of glory” and back 
to the "theology of the cross." 

Position the cross in your thinking as an end point, not a 
starting point. The cross of Jesus Chr ist is the most 
important and powerful thing in Christian faith. But it's easy 
to misunderstand what this means. A "theologian of glory," 
based on nothing more than individual wishes, tries to use the 
cross as a starting point for personal gain — to make people 
healthy and wealthy, successful and popular. A "theologian of 
the cross," in contrast, thinks of the cross as the last stop for 
sin, death, and delusions of grandeur. In other words, the 
cross is an end point. 

Determine to become a theologian of the cross. The apostle 
Paul explains this approach: "For I decided to know nothing 
among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified"  
(1 Corinthians 2). 

Identity the marks of the theology of glory and practice 
contrasting them with the theology of cross. A theologian 
of glory might say something like: "Accept Jesus as your 
personal Lord and Savior and he will make you happier, 
richer, and better looking." If things don't work out, the 
theologian of glory will say that you need to have greater 
faith, believe more, or try harder. 

A theologian of the cross, on the other hand, emphasizes what 
Jesus did for us. In baptism, Jesus gives you his word, which 
essentially says, "You are mine," even when you feel 
troubled, poor, or unattractive. 

Look for God to reveal himself in the most unexpected 
places. A theologian of glory thinks that God shows up 
where humans expect God to show up: in things that are 
powerful, wise, and important by human standards. On the 
other hand, the theologian of the cross knows that God is 
much subtler: God shows up in those things that seem weak, 
foolish, and insignificant to human eyes. (See 1 Corinthians 
1:17-29.) 

Accept the lifelong nature of becoming a theologian of the 
cross. In the end, being a theologian of the cross is 
something can't be taught from a book. There's no class you 
take or diploma you can get that certifies you as a theologian 
of the cross. As you experience life's ups and downs, being a 
theologian of the cross is something you just live into when 
you are open and trust God's promises. 

From The Lutheran Handbook  Augsburg Fortress Press, 2005. 

* Many theologians of glory become experts at camouflaging this move 
by confusing the words "I" and "God." In other words, beginning 
sentences with the word "God" does not necessarily make the statement 
one of theology of the cross. For example, "God told me to hit my sister," 
could be used to cloak unsavory ulterior motives. It is highly unlikely that 
God actually told you to hit your sister. 
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Theology of Glory item Why it’s a Theology of Glory 
What a Theologian of the Cross 

would say about it 

Songs with lines like “Still the greatest 
treasure remains for those who gladly 
choose you now.” 

The songs glorify the one singing — and 
“choosing” — rather than the one to 
whom the song is being sung. 

Much better to sing about what 
Christ has done, is doing and will 
do for you, rather than to boast 
about what you have done, are 
doing, or will do for Christ. 

The claim from “religious” persons that 
you must somehow become less sinful 
and more saintly before God will accept 
you. 

This suggests that it’s up to you to 
become worthy to receive God’s grace; 
this opposes the fact that while we were 
God’s enemies, “we were reconciled to 
God through the death of his Son” 
(Romans 5:10) 

As Luther observed, “The Love of 
God does not find but creates that 
which is pleasing to it.” 

The “religious” insistence that you must 
“decide” to accept Jesus as your Lord and 
Savior before he can save you. 

If it’s up to you to decide to be saved then 
you are not being saved by Jesus. Instead, 
you are saving yourself by virtue of your 
perceived ability to make the right 
decision. 

“Free will after the fall exists in 
name only,” Luther said. Human 
will is bound to choose against 
God and only God can free the 
mind and heart for faith. 

Explanations for untimely deaths and 
other tragedies like, “God took her 
because he needed another angel in 
heaven,” or, “The Lord allowed his death 
in order to prevent greater suffering.” 

Theologians of glory typically believe 
they can get inside God’s mind, forgetting 
the part where God says, “My thoughts 
are not your thoughts, nor are your ways 
my ways” (Isaiah 55:8). 

“That person does not deserve to 
be called a theologian who looks 
upon the invisible things of God 
as though they were clearly 
perceptible in those things which 
have actually happened,” Luther 
famously said. 
God acts most often “behind the 
scenes,” doing work that we 
cannot know. The apostle Paul’s 
confession: “O the depth of the 
riches and wisdom and knowledge 
of God! How unsearchable are 
God’s judgments and how 
inscrutable God’s ways!” 
(Romans 11:33). 
  

The claim that the Bible contains a code 
about future events and that you can 
know exactly how these future events 
will play out. 

The only thing certain about Christian 
“millennialism,” as this view is known, is 
that for two millennia Christians have 
attempted to predict the future and for two 
millennia these predictions have been 
wrong. 

Claims about who is going to heaven and 
who is going to that other place. 

In the Apostles’’ Creed, Christians 
confess that Jesus will “come again to 
judge the living and the dead.” Only a 
theologian of glory is presumptuous 
enough to take over a role than properly 
belongs to Christ. 

Theologies of glory, on the other hand, nearly always 
emphasize human decision or work. Put simply, a theology of 
glory puts you in the driver's seat while a theology of the 
cross confesses that God does it all through the cross. 

Be Aware 

Once you start looking for theologies of glory you begin to 
see them everywhere. One excellent example is in the movie 
Indiana Jones and The Last Crusade (1989). In the climactic 
scene, Indy must solve a series of booby-trapped puzzles to 
reach the Holy Grail. Before he can obtain the "Cup of the 
Carpenter" he has to "prove his worth" by (1) bowing in 

penance, (2) following in the footsteps of God's proper name, 
(3) taking a leap of faith, and (4) selecting the true grail from 
dozens of false ones. This represents a typical theology of 
glory: God's salvation—in this case, the healing cup—can 
only be attained by proper human decision and effort. 

When you relapse into theology of glory, as everyone does 
occasionally, avoid punishing yourself. Simply recognize it, 
go back, and start again. Luckily, it is not our theologies that 
save us, but Jesus Christ. 

From The Lutheran Handbook II, Augsburg Fortress Press, 2007. 
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S t.  M a r k ’ s  S ta f f  

Pastor Patricia Geiseman  
Pastor 

630-897-6891 Ext. 15 
pgeiseman@stmarksaurora.net 

Pastor Paul Olson  
Interim Pastor 

630-897-6891 Ext. 13 
polson@stmarksaurora.net 

Kristin Young 
Director of Worship & the Arts 

630-897-6891 Ext. 16 
kyoung@stmarksaurora.net 

Kari Reiseck 
Director of Youth and Family Ministry 

630-897-6891 Ext. 22 
kreiseck@stmarksaurora.net 

Sue Hilderbrand 
Director of Bell Choir 

 630-897-6891 Ext. 24 
shilderbrand@stmarksaurora.net 

Sue Zillman 
Interim Communications Manager 

630-879-2195 
s.zillman@att.net 

Deb Arcilla 
Office Manager 

630-897-6891 Ext. 10 
darcilla@stmarksaurora.net 

John Themanson 
Finance Administrator 

 630-897-6891 Ext. 19 
jthemanson@stmarksaurora.net 

Al Lettow 
Facility Manager 

630-897-6891 Ext. 12 
facilitymgr@stmarksaurora.net 

Jean Clementz 
Faith Community Nurse 

630-897-6891 Ext. 23 
jean.clementz@presencehealth.org 

Jim Erickson 
Financial Secretary 

630-897-0291 
jerickson@stmarksaurora.net 

Colette Patterson - Moon 
Director, Child Development Center 

630-897-6063 
stmarksdir@att.net  

Terese Ruppel 
Nursery Coordinator 

630-466-1036 
ter60554@gmail.com  

C o u n c i l  M e m b e r s  

Don Friend 
Council President 

(630) 892-6616 
donaldfrnd@yahoo.com 

Preston Runyan 
Treasurer 

(630) 466-7831 
blkcr1957@yahoo.com 

Rick Jansen 
Property 

(630) 253-3800 
sigmolding@yahoo.com 

Jeanne Flynn 
Member 

(630) 896-6312 
flynn64sq@sbcglobal.net 

Julie Simpson 
Member 

(630) 212-6413 
djsimp480@hotmail.com 

Lindsay Meyer  
Member 

(630) 207-2668 
lindsay.meyer84@gmail.com 

Heather Rehg 
Member 

(630) 801-4121 
rehg@comcast.net 

Carol Reiseck 
Member 

630-554-4255 
carol.reiseck@cuchicago.edu 

Thank You from . . .  

Feed My Starving Children for our $1,010 contribution made 
on April 12. FMSC is well on its way to producing more than 
280 million meals this year! 

Thank You from the Knit Pickers 

A big, big thank you to all the people who donate yarn, hats, 
gloves, scarves and/or time for the folks at Hesed House and 
Communities in Schools, who help children. Many people 
outside the St. Mark's community also help: Let them know 
their efforts are appreciated when you see them next. Please 
continue to donate yarn and winter items that are new or 
gently used. They can be placed in the basket in the narthex 
by the entry door. 

Several years ago, Knit Pickers started meeting at the same 
time as Lydia's Piecemakers, and now many are multi-taskers. 
Please feel free to join either group, meeting the fourth 
Monday of the month and the following Monday. Join us 
downstairs at the church and talk, laugh and go out to lunch. 
All are welcome! 

Thank You from the Pillowcase Dress Ministry 

Each Palm Sunday, St. Mark’s fishermen prepare a 
wonderful pancake breakfast to support St. Mark’s 
Pillowcase Dress ministry. Members of St. Mark’s are 
generous in their support of this fundraiser, and we also have 
a “personal shopper” who keeps us supplied with beautiful 
fabric. With everyone’s support, we have delivered almost 
3,000 dresses to little girls. Our last delivery was 240 dresses 
taken by Kim Cole of Lord of Life Church in Elburn to 
orphanages in Haiti. Little girls were going to receive new 
dresses to wear on Easter morning. Thanks to everyone for 
continuing to support the Pillowcase Dress ministry. We 
couldn’t do it without everyone’s help. 

Summer Worship Schedule: 

June 4 through September 10 

Saturday: 5:00 p.m. 

      Sunday: 9:30 a.m. followed by fellowship time 



Servers for Worship  
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June 3 & 4 Saturday, 5:00pm Sunday, 9:30am 

Acolytes TBA TBA 

Adult Worship Assistants Bob Johnson Anna Themanson 

A/V Desk Kasey Minard TBA 

Altar Care Virgil Ostreng Team A 

Bread Baker Jens Jensen Jens Jensen 

Hospitality Team K. Walz, D. & N. Clark Team A - Perry/Steinheimer 

Reader Kathy Walz Team A 

Welcome Center Hosts TBA Team A 

June 10 & 11   

Acolytes TBA TBA 

Adult Worship Assistants Bob Johnson Anna Themanson 

A/V Desk Kathy Walz TBA 

Altar Care Debra Haddad Team B 

Bread Baker Pam Krasinski Pam Krasinski 

Hospitality Team Matt Hicks Team B - Wood-Youth Group 

Reader Sheila Johnson Team B 

Welcome Center Hosts TBA Team B 

June 17 & 18   

Acolytes   

Adult Worship Assistants Bob Johnson Greg Jackman 

A/V Desk Nancy Clark TBA 

Altar Care Don Bryant Team C  

Bread Baker Susan Manning Susan Manning 

Hospitality Team D. Bryant, S. & L. Tomlin Team C - Thorsen/Olp 

Reader Bob Johnson Team C 

Welcome Center Hosts TBA Team C 

June 24 & 25  

Acolytes TBA TBA 

Adult Worship Assistants Bob Johnson TBA 

A/V Desk Sheila Johnson TBA 

Altar Care Erik Egeland Team D 

Bread Baker Matt Greising Matt Greising 

Hospitality Team Jim & Clare Toynton, Steve Team D—Thorsen 

Reader Clare Toynton Team D 

Welcome Center Hosts TBA Team D 
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