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Procla iming Chr ist ’s  Abundant  Love  
I am the  vine,  you are  the branches .   

(John 15:5)  

In This Issue Be There! 

St. Mark’s 2017 Annual Meeting 

Sunday, January 29 11:45 am 

 Lunch will be served – chili (both 

traditional and vegetarian), salad, dessert 

and coffee. 

 Childcare will be provided. 

According to the bylaws of St. Mark’s 

Constitution, the agenda for this 

meeting will include the following: 

 We will elect new council 

members. Other elected persons’ 

terms are continuing.  

 We will approve a budget for the 

fiscal year that begins January 1. 

 The congregation will receive  

up-to-date information about 

expenditures and receipts for the 

previous fiscal year and financial support 

for the new fiscal year. 

 We will elect six persons to a Call 

Committee for the purpose of calling a 

second pastor. 

In addition to these mandatory agenda items, 

we will review last year, especially our 

Visioning work, and discuss the future plans of 

developing ministry with the six guiding 

principles. We will also review the progress of 

the capital campaign, Sharing our Faith — 

Securing our Future. 

Much of the agenda is mandatory, and some 

will be new. We are changing up the format 

and hope that there will be more interaction and 

people at the round tables will have occasion 

for more connection. 

All of this matters as we move into the future. 

Please plan to be there! 

Two New Opportunities to Be 

Informed  

As you see in the article to the left, our 

Annual Congregational Meeting has to cover 

a lot, and often there doesn’t seem to be quite 

enough time to ask questions and hear details 

before voting on important matters.  

That’s why this year two new opportunities 

will be provided for us to ask questions and 

gain insight, so that we can make 

informed decisions. Annual 

Meeting Forums will be held on 

Sunday, January 15, and Sunday, 

January 22, following the 10:30 

a.m. worship service. A simple 

lunch of soup, salad and sandwich 

will be followed by presentations 

and opportunities for discussion.  

 January 15 will cover the many 

ministries of St. Mark’s, especially 

the two new ones that have developed 

over the past year: Befrienders and 

Vibrant Faith.  

 January 22 will focus on the presentation 

of the 2017 budget and related 

considerations.  

These new opportunities are results of the 

Visioning process, which emphasized 

transparency and communication as vitally 

important. The Annual Report also will be 

taking on a new look and new format, built 

around the six principles identified through 

the Visioning process.  

You’ll be able to sign up for the Forums (so 

that enough soup and sandwiches can be 

provided) through inserts in the worship 

bulletins. Watch for more information about 

these times to be part of an educated and 

informed congregation.  
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Help for Haiti 

Thank you to all who generously 

participated in our Help for Haiti 

project during the month of December. 

Because of you, we were able to sell 

136 bracelets. Our current total from 

the bracelets and a donation equals 

$1,640.The funds will be divided 

between the Apparent Project and 

ELCA Disaster Relief for Haiti.  

While rich in beauty, culture, and the 

humanity of its people, Haiti is 

referred to as the poorest country in 

the Western Hemisphere. Our work 

through the Apparent Project provides 

the opportunity for adults to work to 

provide food, and shelter for their 

families. The hurricane this fall 

brought more challenges to the island, 

damaging homes, closing roads, 

destroying gardens and crops, and 

developing the recent increase in 

cholera. ELCA will provide relief in 

the area through your donations.  

If you purchased a bracelet for 

yourself, perhaps you will consider 

saying a prayer for the people and 

needs of Haiti each time you wear 

your bracelet. Mesi (thank you)! 

Adult Fellowship Planning 

Meeting January 26 

Come and help plan for the new year! 

There will be an Adult Fellowship 

planning meeting on Thursday, 

January 26, 2017, at 10:30 a.m.in St. 

Mark's Sanctuary Hall. The meeting 

will be followed by lunch at noon at 

Mother’s Restaurant. 

Are You Receiving Emails from St. Mark’s? 

The Vision Process indicated a strong desire for more communication related to 

congregational activities, opportunities, needs, and decisions. One way we do 

this is weekly email updates about upcoming events. You can help make this 

happen by sharing your email address with us, if you have not already done so. 

Even if you receive a paper Vineyard, give us your email, and we will keep you 

in the loop! You may use the sign-in sheet in the Welcome Notebooks that are 

located on the pews. Thank you for staying connected!  

Council Approves  Summer 

Sabbatical Leave for  

Pastor Geiseman 
 

Dear members,  

On Sunday, December 11, the St. 

Mark’s Congregation Council 

approved a ministry sabbatical leave 

for me.  After almost 37 years of 

ordained ministry, and 20 years at St. 

Mark’s, I am very eager for this kind 

of time.  

All 65 synods of the ELCA have 

sabbatical leave guidelines.  Each 

congregation,  needs to develop their 

own.  St. Mark’s does not have such a 

guideline but will need to develop this 

as we enter into the call process.  Any 

new candidate will expect such a 

policy and opportunity.  Sabbaticals 

are generally offered every 5-7 years 

of ministry.      

 It is important to know that a ministry 

sabbatical leave is not a vacation or a 

time to write a book but a time of 

reflection and renewal in order to 

prepare the pastor and the 

congregation for the future. 

Ordinarily sabbaticals are three 

months in length. This coming 

summer Ed and I are planning to join 

with St. Mark’s choir and others for 

the trip to Germany in June.  The 

sabbatical time would begin after 

that. I would return September 1.                     

Pastor Olson has agreed to stay with 

the congregation to provide pastoral 

leadership and continuity during this 

time. This makes an enormous 

difference for me and for the 

congregation. 

Synodical approval is required.  

Bishop Miller has heartily approved 

and wrote that he will help with this 

any way he can! (He himself was on 

sabbatical last fall.) 

I will use this time to plan for the 

transition that is before us related to 

my retirement within the next few 

years.  

And, I will surely update the council 

and the congregation as my plans for 

study develop.   

Your understanding and support are 

needed and appreciated.  

With great thanks, I remain,  

Yours, 

Pastor Patricia Geiseman 
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Calling ALL Kindergarteners and 1st Graders  

Come join us for a fun-filled INTERACTIVE tour of the Sanctuary on Sunday, 

February 19, 2017!  

Your child will get to explore the Sanctuary like never before! The 

Kindergarteners and 1st grade families will join us for lunch at 11:45 a.m. (after 

the 10:30 service), and then at 12:15 p.m. we’ll go upstairs with Sue Hilderbrand 

and Kristin Young for an interactive tour of the Sanctuary. The kids will explore 

things like the organ, font, and altar in all new ways!  

Sign up at the Welcome Center! 

First Communion Lunch Kickoff Lunch — 

February 19, 2017!  

Attention 2nd graders and their families: The First 

Communion Kickoff Lunch will be on Sunday, February 19, 

2017, immediately following the 10:30 a.m. service, 

downstairs in Fellowship Hall.  

This is a very important part of the First Communion journey 

for you and your child. At this kickoff, families bake Communion bread 

together, do a First Communion banner project, and learn about the journey 

ahead. Younger siblings can attend the interactive sanctuary tour while parents 

work with their First Communion student! Nursery care available for siblings 

younger than five years old.  

We look forward to seeing you there! Sign up after the holidays at the Welcome 

Center, and be sure to fill out the information/registration packet as well! First 

Communion classes will begin during Sunday School and FDL during the week 

of February 22.  

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church —  

Our Purpose and Principles  

Purpose:  

Principles:  

† Following faithfully where Jesus and the Spirit lead. 

† Giving unselfishly for the sake of God’s work.  

† Caring for each other as Christ cares for us. 

† Serving compassionately in response to our neighbors in need.  

† Welcoming and accepting all people into fellowship.  

† Engaging with the community to enhance wellbeing. 

From a Grateful Heart 

To my St. Mark's Family: 

Thank you for all the cards, thoughts 

and prayers during these past 6 months 

that I have had my health struggles. It 

is true that when you are very ill, you 

must depend on the prayers of others. I 

knew many prayers were being said 

and I trusted in them. Thank you! I 

also thank all of you who made food 

for my kids or sent gift cards. It meant 

the world to me and my children. 

There are no adequate words to say 

how grateful for all of these acts of 

kindness other than thank you! 

Sincerely, 

Michelle Leedham 

Planning a Baptism or a 

Wedding? 

Visit the Welcome Center for a 

Planning for a Baptism at St. Mark’s 

brochure or a Planning for a Wedding 

at St. Mark’s brochure. 

Hospital Stays 

Under the federal Health Insurance 

Portability and Accountability Act of 

1996 (HIPAA), hospitals are restricted 

in their ability to disclose patient 

information, and the pastor or church 

office may not be notified that a 

parishioner has been admitted to the 

hospital. If you or a family member 

are hospitalized or ill and you would 

like the pastor to know, please inform 

the church office directly at 630-897-

6891.  
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WE  AR E  CH U R C H  TO G E T H E R  

Helping Our Neighbors in Need 

Are your Minute® Rice skills well honed? Do you excel at 

dishing up vegetables or making lemonade? Or are you 

perhaps a laundry geek ? If so, you have all the 

qualifications you need to help out at Hesed House in 

Aurora. 

St. Mark’s hosts PADS (Public 

Action to Deliver Shelter) at 

Hesed House on the second 

Saturday of every other month. 

The volunteer team provides the meal for about 200 guests, 

makes 100 sack lunches and provides breakfast for about 

200. They also open lockers for guests, register guest and 

bed assignments, pass out toiletries in the volunteer store 

and do laundry.  

Your help is needed in this ministry to help our neighbors 

in need. Sign up at the Welcome Center for these dates in 

2017: January 14, March 11, May 13, July 8, September 9 

and November 11.  

And if your skills include shopping, in January the 

Outreach team would like to collect enough of the 

nonperishable items needed each month to take us through 

all of 2017 — that’s six months of dinners.  Please help us 

collect the items listed below, which can be purchased at 

Sam’s Club, Gordon Food Service (GFS) and Costco or, if 

you prefer, you may make a money donation. There will be 

bins in the narthex in January for your donations.  

Cold Weather Menu: Cranberry Chicken 

 Five 72-oz. boxes of Minute Rice  

 Six 6-7-lb. cans of canned fruit 

 Five 6-7-lb. cans of mixed greens 

 Four 6-7-lb. cans of a second vegetable (corn, green 

beans) 

 One 3-lb. can of decaf coffee 

Warmer Weather Menu: Sloppy Joes 

 Six 6-7-lb. cans of three-bean salad 

 Six 6-7-lb. cans of canned fruit 

 Six 6-7-lb. cans of baked beans 

 One 3-lb. can decaf coffee 

Also needed: One large container of liquid laundry 

detergent each time we serve (six total). 

How to Support Hesed House/PADS 

 Pray for those in need at Hesed House 

 Be a volunteer at Hesed House 

 Give to our January food drive  

 Donate on Souper Bowl Sunday  

 Donate year around: 

 Hotel-size toiletries  

 Washcloths and bath towels 

 Twin size bedsheets 

 And check the PADS wish list at 

www.hesedhouse.org 

Thank you! 

Thanks to all the great 2016 PADS volunteers:  Jim and 

Linda McArdle & family, Scott and Janet Mayhew and 

family, Pastor Al Bergh, Jason and Jill Leslie and family, 

Adele Buss, Melvin and Tatyanna Smith. 

Help “Feed the Need” 

Sunday, February 19 

We of the ELCA say: God’s Work. 

Our Hands. You’re asked to give a 

few hours on Sunday, February 19, 

3:00 to 5:00 p.m., to Feed the Need 

(a ministry of Feed My Starving 

Children), providing hands-on help packing food kits, each 

one to feed six people. The food packages contain rice, soy 

protein, dried vegetables, and vegetarian flavoring with a 

vitamin and mineral blend.  

The meals were formulated by a nutritionist to be accepted 

by most cultures around the world and to be restorative for 

those who are malnourished. When cooked in boiling 

water, the rice expands, the soy adds protein, and the dried 

vegetables and vitamin powder provide additional 

important micronutrients. Each meal cooks up into six 

servings. 

We provided 25 packers last year; this year our goal is 40 

volunteers — 25 packers and 15 others! There are also sit-

down jobs. We’ve previously partnered with Feed My 

Starving Children with kids, seniors, and others packing 

food on many occasions.    

Volunteers are asked to provide $25 to purchase food and 

related supplies.  Checks may be made payable to St. 

Mark’s. The packing will be at the North Central College 

REC-RES Center in Naperville. Please sign up to volunteer 

at the Welcome Center starting January 7. 
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Sharing Our Faith — Securing Our Future 

Update  

As of November 30, commitments 

to the three-year Capital Campaign 

totaled $626,517, or 78 percent of 

the $800,000 goal. This is a very 

strong start and shows a deep, 

positive way that the members of 

St. Mark’s have seen the need to 

increase ministries by decreasing 

the debt load. As time goes on, additional commitments 

will be requested and received.  

If you have not yet made your commitment to the general 

operating fund for 2017 or for the capital campaign, it is 

not too late to do so. Commitment cards are available in the 

pew racks or the church office, and you can either place 

your commitment card in the offering plate during worship 

or mail to the church office. 

Thank you to all who have completed their commitments at 

this time, and thank you to all those who helped and 

participated in the campaign’s many leadership roles over 

these past months! Ongoing updates will continue to be 

shared both through the weekly Courier and in the 

Vineyard, along with announcements during worship.  

The purpose of the capital campaign is to increase our 

ministry opportunities and decrease our debt load by paying 

down the principal on a regular basis. As of November 30, 

campaign receipts totaled $39,573. (This is income 

received for the campaign only and does not include any 

income received for the previous mortgage and building 

fund.) The Congregation Council, at its December 11 

meeting, voted to make a principal payment of $30,000 

before the end of the year to show that the campaign’s 

purpose is being carried out. This additional principal 

payment is in addition to the regular mortgage payments 

that are budgeted and paid in December.  

As you may remember, 10 percent of the income received 

in the campaign will be dedicated to community outreach, 

which will be determined in the near future.  

Transparency and communication are an essential part of 

the capital campaign. These updates are efforts to make 

sure that the congregation is informed and knowledgeable, 

so that we can continue to Share Our Faith and Secure Our 

Future.  

Pastor Olson, Interim 

Knit Pickers: A Mother’s Promise 

There’s a story behind the Knit Pickers ministry: The son 

of one of our members became homeless by choice. His 

mother had little knowledge of his whereabouts and was 

greatly concerned. She then made a deal with God (who 

makes deals with God?): If her son was kept safe, she 

would find a way to help other homeless people. A happy 

ending occurred. And Knit Pickers was formed in 2012 to 

carry out her promise.  

Since then, over 600 hats, scarves 

and other winter items have been 

donated to Hesed House, Mutual 

Ground, Community in Schools, 

Wayside Cross and local 

hospitals. Some have been 

provided by the members of St. 

Mark’s, and some have been 

made by the Knit Pickers 

themselves.  

Knit Pickers and Lydia’s Piecemakers (who create quilts 

for Lutheran World Relief) are closely intertwined, and 

there’s overlap in the groups. The six Knit Pickers and 15-

20 or more quilters meet together in the church basement 

on the fourth Monday of each month. Some people quilt at 

church and knit or loom at home. People who can't sew or 

knit can find other ways to help!  

Currently we are asking for donations of new or gently 

used winter items for men, women and children (we do not 

need yarn right now). Please put these items in the basket 

by the entry in the narthex. “Regifts” are welcome – we 

won’t tell! 

If there are any questions, please contact Laurel Haase, at 

(630) 892-9525, Phoebe Bergh at  630-585-8422, or Sandy 

Sidio 630-551-860. 

Then the King will say to those on his right, “Come, you 

who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the 

kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. 

For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was 

thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a 

stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you 

clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in 

prison and you came to visit me.” 

Matthew 25:34-36 



Sun Mon Tue Wed

1 

First Sunday of Christmas 

10:00a Worship Only 

No Sunday School 

No Coffee Sales 

2      Office Closed 

7:00p Naomi Circle 

3 

9:30a CDC Music Time 

1:00p Staff Meeting 

4 

9:30a Bread Wrappers

1:00p Office Volunteers

No FDL, Confirmation or High School

8   Baptism of Our Lord 

9:00a Worship  

9:00a Corral Baptism 

9:00a Sunday School Resumes 

10:30a Worship 

11:45a Council Meeting 

3:00p Germany Choir Rehearsal 

9 

9:00a Lydia’s Piecemakers & Knit Pickers 

9:30a Faith Circle - Lorraine Scott 

10 

9:30a CDC Kids Music 

10:00a Adult Study 

1:00p Staff Meeting 

7:00p Glory Ringers: H.S & Adults 

 

 

11 

9:30a Bread Wrappers

1:00p Office Volunteers

5:00p Roaring Ringers 3

5:30p FDL, gr. 1-5 & HS Resumes

5:30p Joyous Praise Bells 6

6:00p Confirmation 

7:30p 2nd Wednesday Worship

15 

Second Sunday after the Epiphany 

Coffee Sales 

9:00a Worship 

9:00a Sunday School 

10:30a Worship 

11:45a Annual Meeting Forum 1 

 

 

16 

9:30a Ruth Circle 

17 

9:30a CDC Kids Music 

10:00a Adult Study 

1:00p Staff Meeting 

7:00p Glory Ringers: H.S. & Adults 

18 

9:30a Bread Wrappers

9:30a WVMTA Board Meeting

1:00p Office Volunteers

5:00p Roaring Ringers 3

5:30p FDL, gr. 1-5 & HS

6:00p Confirmation 

5:30p Joyous Praise Bells 6

 

22 

Third Sunday after the Epiphany 

9:00a Worship  

9:00a Sunday School 

10:30a Worship 

11:45a Annual Meeting Forum 2 

3:00p Germany Choir Rehearsal 

23 

9:00a Lydia’s Piecemakers & Knit Pickers 

 

24 

9:30a CDC Kids Music 

10:00a Adult Study 

1:00p Staff Meeting 

7:00p Glory Ringers: H.S. & Adults 

 

 

25 

9:30a Bread Wrappers

1:00p Office Volunteers

5:00p Roaring Ringers 3

5:30p FDL, gr. 1-5 & HS

5:30p Joyous Praise Bells 6

6:00p Confirmation 

29 

Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany 

9:00a Worship 

9:00a Sunday School 

10:30a Worship  

11:45a Annual Congregational Meeting 

 

 

30    

9:00a Lydia’s Piecemakers & Knit Pickers 

 

31 

9:30a CDC Kids Music 

10:00a Adult Study 

1:00p Staff Meeting 

7:00p Glory Ringers: H.S. & Adults 

 

January Calendar
St. Mark's Lutheran Church 
 

Phone: (630) 897-6891 
Fax: (630) 897-4842 
Web: www.stmarksaurora.net 



Wed Thu Fri Sat 

9:30a Bread Wrappers 

1:00p Office Volunteers 

No FDL, Confirmation or High School 

5 

4:30p CDC Afterschool Music 

7:00p Lions Voice Choir Rehearsal 

6 

Epiphany of Our Lord 

6:30p Al-Anon 

7 

Baptism of Our Lord 

5:00p Worship  

9:30a Bread Wrappers 

1:00p Office Volunteers 

5:00p Roaring Ringers 3-5 

5 & HS Resumes 

5:30p Joyous Praise Bells 6-8 

6:00p Confirmation 

7:30p 2nd Wednesday Worship 

12 

10:00a Outreach Meeting 

  4:30p CDC After School Music 

  6:30p Vision Meeting 

  7:00p Lions Voice Choir Rehearsal 

13 

6:30p Al-Anon 

 

14 

Second Saturday after the Epiphany 

1:00p Nielsen Piano Recital 

5:00p Worship 

St. Mark’s hosts at Hesed House 

 

 

 

9:30a Bread Wrappers 

9:30a WVMTA Board Meeting 

1:00p Office Volunteers 

5:00p Roaring Ringers 3-5 

5 & HS 

6:00p Confirmation 

5:30p Joyous Praise Bells 6-8 

19 

4:30p CDC After School Music 

7:00p Lion’s Voice Choir Rehearsal 

20 

6:30p Al-Anon 

 

21 

Third Saturday after the Epiphany 

5:00p Worship  

9:30a Bread Wrappers 

1:00p Office Volunteers 

5:00p Roaring Ringers 3-5 

5 & HS 

5:30p Joyous Praise Bells 6-8 

6:00p Confirmation 

26 

10:30a Adult Fellowship Planning Meeting 

4:30p CDC After School Music 

7:00p Lion’s Voice Choir Rehearsal 

27 

6:30p Al-Anon 

 

28  

Fourth Saturday after the Epiphany 

5:00p Worship 

 

   

January Calendar 
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If I can be of assistance to you or someone you know,  

please contact me: 630-897-6891, X-23 or 

jean.clementz@presencehealth.org.  
 

 

Jean Clementz, RN 

Presence Mercy Medical Center 

Faith Community Nurse at St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 

A World Without Cancer:  

The Real Promise of Prevention 

What do Ken Burns and Valerie Simpson have in common? 

They are both highly accomplished, creative and articulate 

individuals who have also lost a parent to cancer at a young 

age. Each of them has been profoundly influenced by that 

loss. Ken and Valerie shared their stories in the PBS one-

hour special program entitled A World Without Cancer: 

The Real Promise of Prevention, which aired nationally at 

the end of November, 2016.  

Scientific research tells us that over fifty percent of all 

cancer is preventable. That is the good news that empowers 

us all to reduce our risk for cancer. This PBS program 

describes in detail what we can do to reduce our risk for 

cancer, as well as diabetes and heart disease. Highly 

acclaimed experts offer up-to-date information on all the 

ways in which we can live healthier lives.  

Eating well is an essential part of a healthy lifestyle. It’s 

the basis for longevity, and it reduces the risk of heart 

disease, diabetes and cancer. 

 Make sure your diet is rich in plants, meaning 

vegetables and fruits, as well as whole grains, legumes, 

nuts and seeds.  

 Eat lean protein, including fish and poultry.  

 Limit or avoid red meat, full-fat dairy products and 

processed foods, including processed meats such as 

bacon. 

Drink water to quench thirst instead of sugar -sweetened 

beverages. Drinking alcohol raises the risk of least six 

cancers, including breast, colorectal, stomach, liver, mouth 

and throat, and esophageal.  

Limit sugar. Avoid sugar -sweetened desserts, snacks and 

cereal.  

Being physically active every day is also very impor tant 

for the reduction of cancer risk.  

 Walking is a great way to exercise, and we can find 

ways to take additional steps each day.  

 Combining cardiovascular, resistance and flexibility 

exercises is also important for overall physical fitness. 

What do stress and sleep have to do with cancer? A 

World Without Cancer sheds light on these subjects and 

presents helpful tips on how to manage stress and get 

enough sleep.  

Chemicals: Personal care products and cosmetics you 

use may contain harmful chemicals that have been linked 

to cancer and other diseases. Learn how to identify these 

chemicals, and avoid using the products that contain them.  

As the New Year unfolds, make a commitment to adopt a 

healthier lifestyle to enhance your health, and reduce your 

risk for cancer and other diseases. 

“Teach me wisdom & knowledge, for in your commands I 

trust.” Psalm 119:66 

January Prayer Corner 

A message to ponder in the New Year. . . 

Not My Will 

By Rev. Dorothy Pierson 

Not my will be done but Thine... 

Jesus let His being blend with God 

His words, His ways 

His life, His days... 

He gave all over to God. 

O God, I want to give myself 

Wholly to you as Jesus did! 

 

I want to give my thoughts, 

My words, my feeling unhidden, 

Free and clear without 

The ties of personal credit. 

The self of me that seeks acclaim, 

The self that reminds all, 

"I did it!" 

I want to change that 

And blend my will with yours. 
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Thrivent Choice 

Eligible Thrivent Financial members can use the Thrivent 

Choice grant program to direct their “Choice Dollars” to St. 

Mark’s or to another participating nonprofit organization or 

congregation. Last month, Thrivent deposited $247 in our 

account, thanks to Douglas Danielson, Sheila Johnson, Paul 

Pavesich and Virginia Pavesich. 

These gifts help St. Mark’s in its ministries — thank you 

for directing your Thrivent Choice Dollars here! 

Consider This Way to Give a Gift to St. Mark’s 

Required minimum distributions, often referred to as 

RMDs or minimum required distributions, are amounts that 

the federal government requires you to withdraw annually 

from traditional IRAs and employer-sponsored retirement 

plans after you reach age 70½ (or, in some cases, after you 

retire). You can always withdraw more than the minimum 

amount from your IRA or plan in any year, but if you 

withdraw less than the required minimum, you will be 

subject to a federal penalty. 

The RMD rules are calculated to spread out the distribution 

of your entire interest in an IRA or plan account over your 

lifetime. The purpose of the RMD rules is to ensure that 

people don't just accumulate retirement accounts, defer 

taxation, and leave these retirement funds as an inheritance. 

Instead, required minimum distributions generally have the 

effect of producing taxable income during your lifetime. 

Your first required distribution from an IRA or retirement 

plan is for the year you reach age 70½. However, you have 

some flexibility as to when you actually have to take this 

first-year distribution. You can take it during the year you 

reach age 70½, or you can delay it until April 1 of the 

following year. 

Since this first distribution generally must be taken no later 

than April 1 following the year you reach age 70½, this 

April 1 date is known as your required beginning date. 

Required distributions for subsequent years must be taken 

no later than December 31 of each calendar year until you 

die or your balance is reduced to zero. This means that if 

you opt to delay your first distribution until April 1 of the 

following year, you will be required to take two 

distributions during that year — your first year's required 

distribution and your second year's required distribution. 

Consulting your financial advisor is essential, but allocating 

a portion of your RMD to St. Mark’s can provide a tax 

benefit to you and a gift to St. Mark’s. As in all things 

dealing with your financial planning, appropriate 

consultation and decision-making is important.  

If you need clarification as to how to make a gift of a 

portion of your RMD or a gift of stock to St. Mark’s, please 

contact Jim Erickson, Financial Secretary.  

December 11 Council Highlights 

 St. Mark’s Congregational Council voted to appoint 

Katie DeSotell to the St. Mark’s Child Development 

Board for a three-year term. 

 St. Mark’s Congregational Council voted to approve a 

ministry sabbatical leave for Pastor Patricia Geiseman, 

to be taken end of June through August, 2017. 

 The Ministry Site Profile has been submitted, has not 

been approved yet. [Note: The profile was approved 

and is posted as of Tuesday, December 13.] 

 Snow removal in our parking lots is being done this 

winter by Above All Landscaping from Waterman. The 

cost is “per push,” and spreading salt is an additional 

fee. 

 The Council would like to thank Pastor Olson, the three 

chairs — Rick Reiseck, Julie Simpson and Becky 

Mueller — and all those in the congregation who 

helped with the capital campaign for all their hard 

work. The campaign has been very successful, with 78 

percent of the goal already reached only three weeks 

into the commitment phase. 

 St. Mark’s Congregational Council voted to pay a 

$30,000 additional principal payment in December 

from the capital campaign money already received. 

 St. Mark’s Congregational Council voted to appoint 

Sheila Johnson to a three-year term on the 

Columbarium Board. 

 Thank you to Merry Carey, who finished two terms on 

the Columbarium Board, and to Beth Ulrich, Melissa 

Gooch and Matt Williams, who also finished two terms 

on the St. Mark’s Child Development Board. 
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Monthly Budget Goal        $ 72,448.58 
 

Monthly Offering Information 

 Envelopes—General Fund    $  61,729.05  

 Envelopes—Mortgage/Building   $    3,780.00  

 Other (Loose, Misc., Sunday School, etc.)  $    6,140.48  

Total General Fund Income       $ 71,649.53  

Monthly Surplus/Shortfall       $     - 779.05    

 

Summary Information as of 9/30/16 

Annual Budget        $869,383.00 

Percent of Year Completed             91.7% 

Offerings/Commitments Received, Year to Date    $756,526.54   

Actual Expenses, Year to Date      $790,751.92   

Actual Expense Shortfall/Surplus, Year to Date    $ -34,225.38   

Budget Shortfall/Surplus, Year to Date     $ -40,407.88  

 

Mortgage Balance as of 9/30/16 

Balance Due on Church (not including CDC)    $ 2,401,105.66   

NO V E M B E R  MO N T H LY  F I N A N C I A L  RE C A P  

Need to Get the Word Out? 

Articles for the weekly Courier are due each Monday by 

noon for the following weekend’s issue.  

Articles for the February Vineyard are due by noon on Sun-

day, January 15. Early submissions are always welcome! 

Please email articles for the Vineyard and Courier to Sue 

Zillman at s.zillman@att.net, or place handwritten articles 

in Sue’s mailbox. If you have any questions, please email or 

call Deb Arcilla at: (630) 897-6891 ext. 27. 

S T .  M A R K ’ S  S TA F F  

Pastor Patricia Geiseman  

Pastor 
Ext. 15 

pgeiseman@stmarksaurora.net 

Pastor Paul Olson  

Interim Pastor 
Ext. 13 

polson@stmarksaurora.net 

Kristin Young 

Director of Worship & the Arts 
Ext. 16 

kyoung@stmarksaurora.net 

Kari Reiseck 

Director of Children’s Ministry 
Ext. 22 

kreiseck@stmarksaurora.net 

Sue Hilderbrand 

Director of Bell Choir 
Ext. 24 

shilder@aglresources.com 

Sue Zillman 
Communications Coordinator  

Ext. 27 
s.zillman@att.net 

Deb Arcilla 

Office Manager 
Ext. 10 

darcilla@stmarksaurora.net 

John Themanson 

Finance Administrator 
Ext. 19 

jthemanson@stmarksaurora.net 

Al Lettow 

Facility Manager 
Ext. 12 

facilitymgr@stmarksaurora.net 

Jean Clementz 

Faith Community Nurse 
Ext. 23 

jean.clementz@presencehealth.org 

Jim Erickson 

Financial Secretary 
(630) 897-0291 

jerickson@stmarksaurora.net 

Colette Patterson - Moon 

Director, Child Development Center 
(630) 897-6063 

stmarksdir@att.net  

Terese Ruppel 

Nursery Coordinator 
(630) 466-1036 

ter60554@gmail.com  

C O U N C I L  M E M B E R S  

Don Friend 

Council President 
(630) 892-6616 

donaldfrnd@yahoo.com 

Preston Runyan 

Treasurer 
(630) 466-7831 

blkcr1957@yahoo.com 

Rick Jansen 

Property 
(630) 253-3800 

sigmolding@yahoo.com 

Jeanne Flynn 

Member 
(630) 896-6312 

flynn64sq@sbcglobal.net 

Julie Simpson 

Member 
(630) 212-6413 

djsimp480@hotmail.com 

Lindsay Meyer  

Member 
(630) 207-2668 

lindsay.meyer84@gmail.com 

Heather Rehg 

Member 
(630) 801-4121 

rehg@comcast.net 

  



S E RV E R S  F O R  W O R S H I P  
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December 31 & January 1 Saturday, 5:00pm Sunday, 9:00am Sunday, 10:30am 

Acolytes TBA  10:00 a.m.   Declan & Darragh Creaney 

Adult Worship Assistants Bob Johnson No TBA 

A/V Desk Nancy Clark 9:00 a.m. TBA 

Altar Care Kasey Minard Service  Team A 

Bread Baker Matt Greising on Matt Greising 

Hospitality Team Walz, Tomlins, Minard New Year’s Day Team A - Perry & Steinheimer 

Reader Bob Johnson 10:00 A.M. Only Team A 

Welcome Center Hosts TBA  Team A 

January 7 & 8    

Acolytes TBA TBA TBA 

Adult Worship Assistants Bob Johnson Anna Themanson TBA 

A/V Desk Kasey Minard TBA TBA 

Altar Care Virgil Ostreng Team B Team B 

Bread Baker Pam Krasinski Pam Krasinski Pam Krasinski 

Hospitality Team Ostreng, Johnson, Bryant Team B - Bruce Wood Team B - Youth Group 

Reader Kathy Walz Team B Team B 

Welcome Center Hosts TBA Team B Team B 

January 14 & 15    

Acolytes TBA Grace O’Reilly Maddie Drafall 

Adult Worship Assistants Bob Johnson TBA TBA 

A/V Desk Kathy Walz TBA TBA 

Altar Care Erik Egeland Team C Team C 

Bread Baker Matt Greising Matt Greising Matt Greising 

Hospitality Team Dave & Nancy Clark, Jens Jensen Team C - John & Terry Thorsen Team C - Gordon Olp 

Reader Erik Egeland Team C Team C 

Welcome Center Hosts TBA Team C Team C 

January 21 & 22   

Acolytes Aiden Hobson, Makenzy Hobson Michelle Gorney TBA 

Adult Worship Assistants Bob Johnson TBA TBA 

A/V Desk Nancy Clark TBA TBA 

Altar Care Kasey Minard Team D Team D 

Bread Baker Susan Manning Susan Manning Susan Manning 

Hospitality Team Terry & Pam O’Connell, Matt Team D - John & Terry Thorsen Team D 

Reader Miriam Hicks Team D Team D 

Welcome Center Hosts TBA Team D Team D 

January 28 & 29 

Acolytes TBA Elliot B.-B., Lexi D., Olivia K. Brady Reiseck 

Adult Worship Assistants Bob Johnson TBA TBA 

A/V Desk Nancy Clark TBA TBA 

Altar Care Virgil Ostreng Team D Team D 

Bread Baker Jens Jensen Jens Jensen Jens Jensen 

Hospitality Team Don Bryant, Jim & Clare Toynton Team D Team D 

Reader Bob Johnson Team D—John & Terry Thorsen Team D 

Welcome Center Hosts TBA Team D Team D 
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