
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 

 Easter Sunday  
April 4, 2021 

Worship Where You Are 
 

 

Gather, as you are able: a piece of bread or cracker, wine or juice, a Bible, a candle or flashlight, a 
bowl of water, and a cross (if you don’t have one, draw one or make one!)  
 
 

 

GATHER  

 The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 

 

Welcome/Announcements  
 

 

Easter Celebration Prelude         
 Fanfare for Bells by Mary McCleary                      Glory Ringers Handbell Choir 
   Forever We Sing Hallelujah! arr. By Heather Sorenson    High School Vocal Quartet  
 

 

 

 

Call to Worship        

L: Christ is risen! Alleluia! 
 

C: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

L: Death is not the final word. 
 

C: We will not fear it anymore. 
 

L: Christ is risen! Alleluia! 
 

C: He is risen indeed! Alleluia!  
                                         

               

Easter Hymn                         Jesus Christ is Risen Today                       ELW  365 
 

1 Jesus Christ is ris'n today, Alleluia! 
 our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 
 who did once upon the cross, Alleluia! 
 suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia! 
 
2 Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia! 
 unto Christ, our heav'nly king, Alleluia! 
 who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia! 
 sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia! 

 

Text: Latin carol, 14th cent., sts. 1-3; tr. J. Walsh, Lyra Davidica, 1708, alt.; Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, st. 4 
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3 But the pains which he endured, Alleluia! 
 our salvation have procured; Alleluia! 
 now above the sky he's king, Alleluia! 
 where the angels ever sing. Alleluia! 
 

4 Sing we to our God above, Alleluia! 
 praise eternal as his love; Alleluia! 
 praise him, all you heav'nly host, Alleluia! 
 Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia! 



Greeting 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be  
      with you all.   

C:  And also with you 
 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of the Day 
L:     God of mercy, 

C:  We no longer look for Jesus among the dead, for he is alive and has become the Lord of 
 life. Increase in our minds and hearts the risen life we share with Christ, and help us to 
 grow as your people toward the fullness of eternal life with you, through Jesus Christ, 
 our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
 and forever. Amen. 
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This is The Feast  - (ELW Setting One) 



WORD  

Reading          Psalm 118:17, 21-24 
L:     I shall not die, but I shall live, and recount the deeds of the LORD. I thank you that you have    
 answered me and have become my salvation. The stone that the builders rejected has become 
 the chief cornerstone. This is the LORD's doing; it is marvelous in our eyes. This is the day 
 that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

L:     Word of God, word of life. 
C:    Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Acclamation     Easter Song by Annie Herring               Glory Ringers Handbell Choir  

          & Kristin Young                                                                                                              
 

Holy Gospel                     Luke 24:1-12 
    

P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 24th chapter 
ALL:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
 

P: But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they came to the tomb, taking the spices that 
 they had prepared. .…..     
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon                                                                  Pastor Charisse Jensen 

 

Hymn of the Day                     Thine Is The Glory                                         ELW 376 

1 Thine is the glory, 
 risen, conqu'ring Son; 
 endless is the vict'ry 
 thou o'er death hast won! 
 Angels in bright raiment 
 rolled the stone away, 
 kept the folded grave-clothes 
 where thy body lay. 
 
Refrain 
 Thine is the glory, 
 risen, conqu'ring Son; 
 endless is the vict'ry 
 thou o'er death hast won! 

 

                                                          
Text: Edmond Budry, 1854-1932; tr. R. Birch Hoyle, 1875-1939 
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2 Lo, Jesus meets thee, 
 risen from the tomb! 
 Lovingly he greets thee, 
 scatters fear and gloom; 
 let his church with gladness 
 hymns of triumph sing, 
 for the Lord now liveth; 
 death hath lost its sting!  Refrain 
 
3 No more we doubt thee, 
 glorious Prince of life; 
 life is naught without thee; 
 aid us in our strife; 
 make us more than conqu'rors, 
 through thy deathless love; 
 bring us safe through Jordan 
 to thy home above.  Refrain 



 

Prayers of Intercession 

L: We pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 

A brief silence. 

L: Give us the faith of the women who ran to share the news of your resurrection despite their shock 
and amazement at the empty tomb. Forgive us when we fail to believe and discredit the witness 
of others, as the disciples did.  

 Risen Lord, 
C: Hear our prayer. 
 

L: Disrupt our routine with the inbreaking of your amazing grace, and shake up our world so that 
we pay attention to your Spirit at work today.                      

 Risen Lord, 
C: Hear our prayer. 
 

L: As the earth bursts forth with new life, we see, smell, and feel resurrection all around us. May we 
also be part of the renewal of this planet with new strategies and technologies to clean it and              
preserve it for future generations.  

 Risen Lord, 
C: Hear our prayer. 
 

L: Comfort those who feel no joy on this day, due to grief, illness, or other  life challenges. May we 
 reach out to those who need a companion or a listening ear. Bless all those whom we know need 
 your healing, especially….  
 Risen Lord, 
C: Hear our prayer. 
 

L: Incline your ear to our prayers and fill us with power to begin living out our faith, by the power 
 of your Son our savior, Jesus Christ. Amen 
 

Sharing the Peace  
P:   The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C:  And also with you.                                                                                                                  
         (The congregation now takes time to exchange a greeting  of peace) 
 

The Offering of our Gifts - Risen Today & Joyful, Joyful!                                     Virtual Choir Anthem 

We offer to God a portion of what God has first given to us. It is a sign of the giving of our whole selves in grateful 

response for all of God’s gifts.                    

      

Offertory Prayer                     

P:   Merciful God, 
C:  Our ordinary gifts seem small for such a celebration, but you make of them an abundance,   
       just as you do with our lives. Feed us again at this table for service in your name, in the  
       strength of the risen Christ.  Amen. 
  
 

 

The Great Thanksgiving 

 

P:  The Lord be with you, 
C:  And also with you. 
 

P:  Lift up your hearts, 
C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
 and praise…..We praise your name and join their unending hymn.      
 

Holy, Holy                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
 

C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
 God of power and might,  
 heaven and earth are full of your glory 
 Hosanna in the highest. 
 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 
 

P:   O God most mighty, O God most compassionate, our rock and salvation. 
C:   Hear us as we praise you, call us to your table, grant us new life. 
 

P:   When the world was a formless void, you formed order and beauty. When  
        Abraham and Sarah were barren, you sent them a child. When the Israelites   
        were enslaved, you led them to freedom. Ruth faced starvation, David fought  
        Goliath, and the psalmists cried out for healing, 
C:   and full of compassion, you granted the people your life. 

 

P:   You entered our sorrows in Jesus our brother. He was born among the poor, he  
        lived under oppression, he wept over the city. 
C:   With infinite love, he granted the people your life. 
 

P:   In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
        thanks, broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
        Take and eat, this is my body given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
        Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,  
        saying:  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all    
        people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

P:   For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the    
        Lord’s death until he comes. 
 

C:   Christ has died. 
       Christ is risen 

        Christ will come again. 
 

P:   Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray...  

C:     Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come. Your will be done on earth 
 as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 
 against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power,  
 and the glory are yours, now and forever.  Amen       
 

The Distribution  

• At St. Mark’s, all people are welcome at God’s table. No exceptions.  
• We believe Jesus is in, with and under the elements. There’s a profound mystery and power 

in Holy Communion.  
• We believe that Christ is present in your bread and wine/grape juice in your homes.  
• As you eat your bread. As you drink your wine. Hear those words Jesus spoke to you: FOR 

YOU. Jesus is FOR YOU.  
• In this Sacrament, receive God’s forgiveness of sin and taste God’s grace again. May it fill 

you and help you remember that on that last night, Jesus was thinking of you.  
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At Home Instructions 

For those watching worship with loved ones, commune each other.  
Use the words we use when communing our saints:  

 

For the bread: “Body of Christ given for you.” 
For the wine/grape Juice: “Blood of Christ shed for you.” 

 

        For those watching worship alone, the presiding pastor will take a 
                         moment to virtually offer you the elements of Christ’s body and blood.                                                                           
                  When the pastor offers the body of Christ for you, receive the body.                                           
                 When the pastor offers the blood of Christ for you, receive the blood.                                                                        
                                              

Communion Song                             Eat This Bread                                           ELW 472 

Jesus Christ, bread of life, 
 those who come to you will not hunger. 
 Jesus Christ, risen Lord, 
 those who trust in you will not thirst. 
 
Text: Taizé Community 
Text © 1984 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications Inc., agent.  
7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358  
  

SENDING  

 God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 
 

Post Communion Prayer 
P:   May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace. Amen. 

P: Let us pray… 
 Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s death and resurrection you send light to conquer                
 darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of heaven to nourish your people. Send us forth as 
 witnesses to Jesus’ resurrection that  we may show your glory to all the world, through the same 
 Jesus Christ, yesterday, today and tomorrow. Amen. 

Blessing 
P: May God who has brought us from death to life fill you with great joy. Almighty God,              
 Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen.  
 

Sending Hymn               We Know That Christ is Raised              ELW 449 

1 We know that Christ is raised and dies no more. 
 Embraced by death, he broke its fearful hold, 
 and our despair he turned to blazing joy. 
 Hallelujah! 
 

2 We share by water in his saving death. 
 Reborn, we share with him an Easter life, 
 as living members of our Savior Christ. 
 Hallelujah! 

 

Easter Dismissal 

P:  Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
C:  Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

P:   You are the body of Christ raised up for the world. 
 Go in peace. Share the good news. 
C:   Thanks be to God. 
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3 The Father's splendor clothes the Son with life. 
 The Spirit's fission shakes the church of God. 
 Baptized, we live with God the Three in One. 
 Hallelujah! 
 

4 A new creation comes to life and grows 
 as Christ's new body takes on flesh and blood. 
 The universe restored and whole will sing: 
 Hallelujah! 
 

Text: John B. Geyer, b. 1932;Text © John B. Geyer 
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Glory Ringers Handbell Choir 

Lynnette Brent 

Sheryl Campen 

Jill Fox 

Matt Greising 

Deb Haddad 

Sue Hilderbrand 

Dotty Johnson 

Vicki Meyn 

Jon Miller 

Terry Pieart 

Kristin Young 

 

High School Vocal Quartet 

Ashley Oros 

Drew Rachow 

Braydon Sefranek 

Katie Ulrich 

 

Trumpet 

Andy Gerbitz 

 

St. Mark’s Singing Friends Virtual Choir 

soprano 

Jill Fox 

Sue Hilderbrand 

Tracy Hipp  

Susan Manning 

Shay Olson 

Ashley Oros 

 

alto 

Sheryl Campen 

Laura Chen 

Kate Fish 

Deb Haddad  

Lauren Twohill 

 

tenor 

Fred Krueger 

Braydon Sefranek 

John Themanson 

 

bass 

Greg Jackman 

Jon Miller 

Bobby Olson 

Drew Rachow  

Pastor Charisse Jensen 

Pastor Patrick Fish 

Kristin Young, Director of Worship & the Arts 

Greg Jackman, Worship Assistant 


