
 
This Week at  St.  M ark’s  

 
 
SATURDAY, August 12 

Pentecost 10 

4:15pm Blood Pressure Screenings  

5:00p Worship 

 
Sunday, August 13 

Pentecost 10 

9:30a Worship 

10:15a Blood Pressure Screenings 

 
MONDAY, August 14 

9:30a Faith Circle—Melba Norman 

5:30p Council Meeting 

6:00p Sanctuary Arts & Banners 

 
TUESDAY, August 15 

1:00p Staff Meeting 

6:30p Basic Bells Session 

 
WEDNESDAY, August 16 

9:30a Bread Wrappers 

1:00p Office Volunteers 

 
THURSDAY, August 17 

7:00p AA Group Meeting 

 

FRIDAY, August 18 

6:30p Al-Anon 

 

SATURDAY, August 19 
Pentecost 11 

5:00p Worship  

 

Sunday, August 20 
Pentecost 11 

9:30a Worship 

Blessing of Backpacks 

THE  COURIER  D ISCIPLESHIP  

GOD ’S WORK ,  OUR HANDS 

“I am the vine, you are 

the branches.”   John  15:5 

This Week’s Fellowship Time Hosts— Pillow Case Ministry           
Thank you to the Pillow Case Ministry, the hosts for this Sunday’s Fellowship 
Time. The Pillow Case Ministry was formed in 2010 when one of the Naomi Circle 
members returned from Arizona with an idea. The idea was how to make pillow 
case dresses. 

 Seven years later there are now 10 women involved in the purchasing of 
material, designing, and sewing the pillow-style dresses. 

 The goal from the beginning was to have the dresses delivered personally. 

 That goal is accomplished each year and now seven years later, there have been 
3,000 pillow case dresses delivered. 

 New locations where needs are great are always being addressed. 
 
One added bonus to this wonderful ministry is how the St. Mark’s Men’s Fishing 
Group provides a pancake breakfast on Palm Sunday. The proceeds of the breakfast 
supports this creative and innovative ministry providing dresses to those in need. St. 
Mark’s members and friends get to enjoy the pancake breakfast as well! 
Thank you to the members of the Pillow Case Ministry for hosting our Fellowship 
Time and providing an important ministry, remembering Jesus’ words, “I was a 
stranger and you welcomed me…I was naked and you gave me clothing…” 

St. Mark’s McCleery School Mentoring Ministry Update  
We are progressing with the development of our new mentoring ministry 
with McCleery Elementary School. Below is a summary of the 
information we have to share so far.  

 An orientation for all tutors will take place in late Sept. or early Oct.  

 Tutoring will begin sometime in October.   

 Reading had been identified as a district-wide priority this school 
year. However, there may also be a need for help with math.   

 Tutoring will occur Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursdays (tutors will pick the 
day/time that best fits their schedules).  

 Tutors will be assigned to a specific classroom and meet with their student(s) 
once per week during the school year.  

Next Steps:  

 All tutors will need to have a background check done through the school 
district. More information about this later.  

 Tutors will sign up for a specific one hour session(s) that best fit their 
schedules (more than one session if your schedule allows). Please see the sign-
up sheet at the welcome center. 

If you feel called to this ministry and have not signed up, there is still time to do so 
at the Welcome Center. Please continue to pray, as we develop and grow, this 
outreach ministry. 

Emmanuel House Update—Volunteer Event and BBQ 
As part of our Capital Campaign – Sharing Our Faith – Securing Our Future – each month a tithe [10%] of all Capital 
Campaign income is set aside for St. Mark’s Community Outreach. Two projects are the focus of this particular Community 
Outreach. They are the McCleery School Project and Emmanuel House. St. Mark’s provides $400 per month to assist in 
helping families become homeowners in the Aurora community. Much information has been shared in the 
past about Emmanuel House and its ministry in Aurora. The house we are supporting is at 218 Oak Avenue 
in Aurora. There are various projects needing to be addressed at the house. A Volunteer Event and BBQ 
was held August 19 to address a few of these issues. Volunteers did landscaping, fixed the front steps, and 
enjoyed a BBQ with the family and other participants.  
Thank you for your continuing support of this very important Community Outreach program through 
Emmanuel House. 

5 B’s Pork Chop and Chicken BBQ—St. Mark’s Music Ministry Fundraiser  

The St. Mark’s Music Ministry is gearing up for their Annual Fundraiser—5 B’s Pork Chop and Chicken BBQ to 
be held on Wednesday, August 23 from 4:30p.m.—6:30p.m. Dine in or Drive-Thru and experience mouth 
watering BBQ. There will be a two meat meal for $12.50, a one meat meal for $11, and a kid’s hot dog meal for 
$6. Tickets are on sale now! 

Life Line Screening 
Life Line Screening, a leading provider of community-based preventive health screenings will be in the Narthex, on Monday, 
September 18. Ultrasound screenings to Identify risk factors for Cardiovascular disease include; Carotid Artery (plaque buildup
-a leading cause of stroke), Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm (an enlargement or weak area in the main blood vessel that carries 
blood from the heart to the rest of the body), Peripheral Arterial Disease (hardening of the arteries in the legs), a Heart Rhythm 
Screening (an EKG to detect Atrial Fibrillation-irregular heartbeat) and an Osteoporosis Risk Assessment for men and women. 
Being proactive about your health by knowing your risks helps you and your doctor address problems early.  
Register online today at www.lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle  and receive your “Community Circle” discount. 

St. Mark’s Quilters Luncheon 

Lydia’s Peacemakers, with the help of the Knit Pickers will be hosting their famous, yearly luncheon 
September 30 in Sanctuary Hall. Reserve your spot today by sending a $15 check (for each person attending, 
as well as name of guests), written to “St. Mark’s” with “luncheon” in the memo line. Mail your checks to 
Peggy Shields, 1548 Waterford Road, North Aurora, IL 60542.  “One Quilter’s Journey” is the theme for the 

luncheon. Virginia Biltgen is the guest speaker and she will share how quilting has affected her life and the lives of others. 

This year you can enjoy mouth-watering salads with dinner rolls. Since you will be saving some calories by eating salad, you 
can also indulge in a scrumptious dessert! Tea, coffee, and water will be served as well. Feel free to bring guests, 
family members, and neighbors. 

Raffle tickets will be available so you may need some cash if you want to participate. Each ticket is an opportunity to win one 
of two beautiful, handmade quilts.  

Reservations can be made Saturday, September 16 and 23 as well as September 17 and 24 before and after the 9:00 a.m. and 
10:30 a.m. Worship Service. Proceeds will be used to purchase quilting materials as well as to pay for postage to mail the quilts 
across the world. 
 

Thank You Stephanie  - Welcome Heather!  

Recently Stephanie Mulvaney, our Communications Coordinator, has been fortunate 
to receive and accept an offer for a full-time position in her field of 
Communications. We are thankful for her time with St. Mark’s and wish her well in 
her new endeavors. Thank you Stephanie for your work with us at St. Mark’s. 
We have been fortunate to fill that part-time position with Heather Kuziel. Heather 
will be starting work at St. Mark’s on Monday, August 14. Heather is a graduate of 
Western Illinois University with a degree in Journalism and Communications. She 
has worked with non-profits doing communications and publicity in Florida but now 
lives in Aurora. We welcome Heather to the staff at St. Mark’s! 

http://www.lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle


August 12-13, 2017 

Welcome! 

We’ve been waiting for you! Our mission at St. 
Mark’s Lutheran Church is to share Christ’s 
abundant love with each other and the world. We 
are called to reach out to persons of all ages and 
life situations with Christ’s own hospitality and 
acceptance, to invite you to be our companion on 
the spiritual journey as we discover together the 
ways that Christ is offering hope, healing, and a 
renewed sense of meaning for our lives. 

If you are not a member, we would love to talk to you about our ministry.  We 
invite you to talk to one of our pastors or stop at the Welcome Center near the 
church entrance. May your worship experience here at St. Mark’s draw you closer 
to Christ and his abundant love! 

Summer Worship Times: Saturday 5:00 p.m., Sunday 9:30 a.m. 

Today’s WORSHIP FOCUS 
Some of Jesus’ disciples were fishermen, and all of them lived and traveled in a 
region where sailing was routine. They knew only too well what traveling by boat 
entailed, and they had a healthy respect for the power of the sea.  So when heavy 
winds and waves caught them far from shore, it is easy to imagine their unease as 
they worked to control their boat as best they could. That unease became real fear 
when they saw a ghostly figure walking towards them on the water; was it a 
specter of death? Was it an  hallucination? No, it was Jesus!  
This is the second story in Matthew’s gospel involving the disciples and Jesus 
being out in rough seas. In the first (Matt. 8:23-27), Jesus is asleep in the boat 
when a storm comes up; the disciples are sufficiently afraid to wake Jesus with 
cries of, “Save us!” Jesus complies, demonstrating for the first time his command 
over wind and sea.  
Life does have rough seas. Make worship the space where you can know the 
safety net of God’s love.  
 
On Saturday, August 12 we welcome Pastor Al Bergh as our preacher. On 
Sunday, August 13 we welcome Pastor Jean Duran as our preacher.  
 

Next Week’s WORSHIP FOCUS 
The Jesus we meet in the Gospel Reading [Matthew 15:21-28] is not the Jesus we 
usually meet! At first sight, He seems a bit stand-offish when He ignores the 
Canaanite woman - and pretty rude in His initial answer to her pleas that He heal 
her child! Matthew seems to be suggesting that, up until this point, Jesus Himself 
thought that His mission was only to the Jewish people. When He is confronted 
by a Canaanite - and a woman at that, He seems non-plussed. In the end, he heals 
her daughter. 
How this encounter went in reality, we can’t know – but Matthew is obviously 
trying to make an important point. Persistence is obviously the saving grace for 
the woman – and in this reading we see that God plants faith in others too – and 
that it is faith rather than race that opens the door into the Kingdom. 
 

Welcome to worship at 5 PM Saturday and 9:30 Sunday. We share in a special 

Backpack Blessing at Sunday’s 9:30 AM Service.  

Staff Contact Information 
Please call the appropriate St. Mark’s staff member or email them if you have questions about the 
following areas of ministry. You may also visit our website for more information about St. Mark’s. 
 

Pastoral Staff 

Pastor Patricia Geiseman                                    (On Sabbatical)  
Pastor Paul Olson                                              Ext. 13 polson@stmarksaurora.net 

 

Ministry Staff 

Kristin Young                                                      Ext. 16 kyoung@stmarksaurora.net 
 Director of Worship & the Arts 
Sue Hilderbrand                                                 Ext. 24 shilderbrand@stmarksaurora.net 
 Director of Bell Choirs 
Kari Reiseck                                                       Ext. 22 kreiseck@stmarksaurora.net 
 Director of Youth & Family Ministries 

 

Support Staff 

Deb Arcilla                                                         Ext. 10 darcilla@stmarksaurora.net 
 Office Manager 
John Themanson                                               Ext. 19 jthemanson@stmarksaurora.net 
 Finance Administrator 
Al Lettow                                                            Ext. 12 facilitymgr@stmarksaurora.net  
Gregg Kobliska  
 Facility Manager 
Terese Ruppel                                           630-466-1036 ter60554@gmail.com  
 Nursery Coordinator 
Stephanie Mulvaney                                          Ext. 27             communicationcoord@stmarksaurora.net 
 Communications Coordinator 
 

Faith Community Nurse 

Jean Clementz, R.N.                                         Ext. 23  jean.clementz@presencehealth.org 
 

Financial Secretary 

   Jim Erickson                                                630-235-6510 jerickson@stmarksaurora.net 
 

St. Mark’s Child Development Center 

Colette Patterson-Moon                                630-897-6063 stmarksdir@att.net  
 Director  
 

Council Members 

Don Friend (President), Preston Runyan (Treasurer), Rick Jansen (Property), Jeanne Flynn (Youth and 
Family), Julie Simpson (Stewardship), Lindsay Meyer (Small Groups), Heather Rehg (New Members), 
Carol Reiseck  (Stewardship), Pastor Patricia Geiseman  

St. Mark's Lutheran Church  
27 South Edgelawn Drive 
Aurora, Illinois 60506 
 

Web: www.stmarksaurora.net  

ANNOUNCEMENTS  ST .  MARK ’S  LUTHERAN  CHURCH  

Sharing Christ’s Abundant Love with Each Other and the World 

Phone: 630-897-6891 
Fax:630-897-4842 
Office Hours:  
Monday - Friday 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Prayers 
5:00 p.m.  Dorothy Clarkson,  George Hatcher, Cornelia Jones, Tom Jones, Mary 
Kenner, Julia Taylor, Pat Walters 

9:30 a.m. Julie and Len Augustine, Barbara Bleke, Connor Boose, Adell Buss, Jim 
Canavan, Doris Clark, Xavier Curtis, Joseph DiLacove, Gavin Duffy, Danielle 
Easton, Richard and Velda Fisher, Victoria Halsted, Doris Harbison, Mike 
Hilderbrand, Dean Jessick, Kay McKeen, Brad Powell, Patricia Russ, and Linda 
Schau 

Continuing Care Bill Beattie, Johanna Brinkman, Richard Brinkman, Laurie Dunn, 
Tad Dyer, Gary Francis, Janae Hilderbrand, Joanne Jackman, John Lange, Bruce 
Lindgren, Mason McNamara, Terry Minor, Terry Mueller, Lauren Muscat, Grant 
Oestriech, Bob Overstreet, Wendy Overstreet, Sharon Ross, Bessie Sclavos, Lorand 
Szekely 

August is Back to School Month! 
It’s time for our annual Outreach Project which is the collection 
of school supplies for children in need in the Aurora area. This has 
been an Outreach Project at St. Mark’s for many years. The need is 
always great and our donations are always received with much 
gratitude. We will be collecting notebooks, pencils, paper, scissors, 
school glue, crayons, colored pencils, markers, etc. All donations go to the Aurora 
Interfaith Food Pantry. Your donated school supplies give children the tools they 
need to succeed in school.   
You may want to consider buying a child’s backpack and filling it with the 
basic school supplies. This gift will allow a child less fortunate than yours or your 
grandchildren to be “like the other kids”. Please remember those in need when you 
go shopping for school supplies. Remember to take advantage of sale prices and 2 
for the price of 1 items.   
Any donation is appreciated. A pack of notebook paper or a set of pencils adds 
up. These gifts allow all children to have the supplies they need for learning. We are 
always overwhelmed by your response to this yearly project. The folks at the food 
pantry are always amazed at how much St. Mark’s donates.   

Blessing of Backpacks—Sunday August 20, 9:30 AM Service  
Don’t forget to bring your backpacks Sunday, August 20 for the Blessing of Backpacks 

as we begin another school year. Parents and grandparents, remind your children and youth to 

make sure they bring them along to worship. As a part of the closing of the Children’s 

Message, we will share this special blessing that incorporates the congregation in responses 

and song. We will also put all the gifts of school supplies provided by St. Mark’s for the 

Aurora Inter-Faith Food Pantry in the Chancel area for blessing as well. 

Adult Bible Study 
Our Tuesday morning Adult Bible Study will begin on September 12. During 

September and October, we will be focusing on a study of the Book of Romans. As 

one of Martin Luther’s more intensive studies, our study will lead us to a deeper 

appreciation of this year’s 500th Anniversary of the Reformation.  

Rally Day is Coming! 
Make plans to be part of our Rally Day on Sunday, September 10. We will have the 

last 9:30 worship that day with Sunday School beginning at 9 AM. During our 

worship we will celebrate the children and youth who will be part of 

Sunday School this coming year with a special Children’s Message. We also will be 

installing our Sunday School Teachers and Staff. The annual Butterfly Release will 

take place after worship and then food, fun, and games for all ages will follow. Make 

plans to be at St. Mark’s on Sunday, September 10.  

Baby Care Kits  - Lutheran World Relief 
Help is needed in providing items and assembling baby care kits for Lutheran World 
Relief. Items must adhere to the list and can be new or gently used with no stains. If 
you can help provide any of these items, please place them in the labeled box in the 
Narthex. If you are able to help assemble, call Jodeen at 630-896-6281. 
Items we are collecting: cloth diapers, diaper pins, undershirts, outfits, 
receiving blankets, flannel, crocheted or knitted items of lightweight yarn, gentle 
soap bath bars, socks, dark colored hand towels, jackets, sweaters, sweatshirts with 
hoods, long or short sleeved gowns, items of sizes 6 - 24 months. No onesies please.  
The cost to ship each kit is about $1.30. Thank you to all who can help and donate!  


