
 
This Week at  St.  M ark’s  

 
 

  
SATURDAY, JULY 15 

Pentecost 6 

8:00a BeFriender Training  

11:00a Pam O’Connell Memorial Service  

5:00p Worship 

Coffee Sales 

Youth Group Returns 

 
SUNDAY, JULY 16 

Pentecost 6 

9:30a Worship 

10:30a Fellowship  

Coffee Sales 

 
MONDAY, JULY 17 

9:30a Faith Circle—Ruth Benson 

1:30p CDC Gardening/Music Project 

 
TUESDAY, JULY 18 

1:00p Staff Meeting 

3:30p Stewardship Committee Meeting   

6:30p Basic Handbells 

 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 19 

9:30a Bread Wrappers 

1:00p Office Volunteers 

 
THURSDAY, JULY 20 

1:30p CDC Gardening/Music Project 
 

FRIDAY, JULY 21 

6:30p Al-Anon 

 

SATURDAY, JULY 22 
Pentecost 7 

5:00p Worship 

 
SUNDAY, JULY 23 

Pentecost 7 

9:30a Worship 

10:30a Fellowship  

 

THE  COURIER  D ISCIPLESHIP  

GOD ’S WORK ,  OUR HANDS 

“I am the vine, you are 

the branches.”   John  15:5 

Are You Receiving a Weekend Update Email?   

Are you receiving Weekend Updates from St. Mark’s? You may sign up on the St. 
Mark’s web site (stmarksaurora.net) or use the sign-in sheet in the Welcome Note-
books located on the pews to add or update your email address. Please note whether 
you also want to receive the Vineyard electronically. Thank you! 

Register and Volunteer for Vacation Bible School!  

This year our Vacation Bible School theme is Maker Fun Factory! St. Mark’s VBS will be July 24-28 
from 9:00 a.m. to noon. Visit www.StMarksAuroraVBS.com for more information, and to sign 
yourself up to volunteer. T-shirts will be available at VBS and after worship Sunday July 23 in the 
Narthex.  

Join the planning team and help make VBS happen. Some help is still needed to make the week a 
great one! If you can help, please contact Kari Reiseck: 

 A few folks are needed to help with clean up on Friday afternoon, July 28. 
Thank you for all your help!  

This Week’s Fellowship Time Hosts—  Naomi Circle 

Our hosts this week for our Fellowship Time following the 9:30 Service are 
members of the Naomi Circle. 
 Meeting on the first Monday of the month from September through June at 7 

PM, the Naomi Circle has 14 members.  
 Rotating among having the meetings in the members’ homes, 

the Gather Magazine of the Women of the ELCA is the focus of their Bible 
Study. 

 The June meeting involves a salad picnic prior to their meeting and their Bible 
Study is always followed by dessert and time for social and fellowship time. 

 Each year the Naomi Circle participates in the Angel Tree Outreach by setting 
up the trees, preparing the nametags, gathering and delivering the gifts to the 
chosen agencies. 

 Another very important ministry of the Naomi Circle is the Pillowcase Dress 
Ministry. 

 Each week the group sews the Pillowcase Dresses which are then delivered to 
Third World Countries. 

 Over the recent years, the Pillowcase Ministry has been highlighted by 
the Palm Sunday Pancake Breakfast and the cooking done by many of the 
St. Mark’s Fishing Group! 

 The Naomi Circle also prepares and serves funeral lunches, donates to the 
Youth Mission Trips and other special events as the needs arise. 

 If you would like to learn more about the Naomi Circle, please contact Barb 
Price at 630-882-6263. 

Thank you to members of the Naomi Circle for hosting the Fellowship Time this 
week! 

Cereal Bowl Challenge 
St. Mark’s, help restock the shelves at the Aurora Interfaith Food Pantry. For every $1.00 donated, the 
Pantry can purchase $7.00 worth of food! For this reason, we are repeating the Cereal Bowl Challenge on 
July 29 and 30.  
Our 2016 winner, Cheerios, is being challenged by Kellogg’s Corn Flakes and Kellogg’s Frosted Flakes.  
The weekend of July 29 and 30, you will have a chance to decide the 2017 winner. Following the service 
on Saturday and Sunday, volunteers will be in the Narthex with empty boxes. Simply place your monetary 
donation in the box representing your chosen cereal. Each dollar represents one vote. Votes will be counted 
and we will let you know the following weekend if our 2016 winner retains the title or if we have a new 
winner. Keep in mind, every dollar you share will purchase seven dollars of food items for the pantry. The 
number of people needing help with food continues to grow so please be generous.  

Nursing the Spirit: Camp Safety— 

Camping is a fun way to get family and friends together to enjoy the outdoors. Take 
a few minutes to help ensure your camping trip is safe and healthy. 
 Ask your health care provider if you are up-to-date on recommended 

vaccinations before your trip. Make an appointment to get them if needed. 
 Pack healthy snacks, water, adequate clothes, and a first-aid kit. 
 Never leave a campfire unattended. Be sure you put out the fire completely. 
 Put on protective gear, such as helmets, sturdy shoes, and life jackets. 
 Prevent carbon monoxide poisoning. Never use fuel-burning equipment, such as 

gas stoves, heaters, lanterns, and charcoal grills, inside or near a tent, camper, or 
other enclosed shelter. 

 Some wild animals carry diseases that are dangerous to people. Enjoy watching 
wild animals from a safe distance in their natural surroundings. 

 Put on insect repellent containing 20% or more DEET. 
 Wear light colored clothing so you can see ticks better. Check yourself, your 

family, and your pets for ticks, and remove them promptly. 
 Protect yourself from the sun. Put on sunscreen with at least SPF 15, and cover 

up with clothing, a wide-brimmed hat, and sunglasses. 
To learn more about camping safety, visit: https://www.cdc.gov/family/minutes/tips/
camping/index.htm 

Emmanuel House Update 
 As part of our Capital Campaign – Sharing Our Faith – Securing Our Future – each month a tithe [10%] of all Capital 
Campaign income is set aside for St. Mark’s Community Outreach. Two projects are the focus of this particular Community 
Outreach. They are the McCleery School Project and Emmanuel House. St. Mark’s provides $400 per month to assist in 
helping families become homeowners in the Aurora community. Much information has been shared in the past about 
Emmanuel House and its ministry in Aurora. The house we are supporting is at 218 Oak Avenue in Aurora. Here is an update 
on some of the needs presently with our house. These are volunteer projects and the help of members of St. Mark’s is greatly 
appreciated. Contact Austin Bredow at a_bredow@aol.com to make plans for help and involvement. 
 Landscaping work – weeding, mowing, edging etc. 
 Replacing the front steps 
 Repairing some wood rot on the front porch 
 Replacing the back storm door 
 Stripping and repainting window frames 
 Adding weather stripping to doors and windows 
If you have some carpentry skills your help would be appreciated. 
If the projects could be coordinated on a Saturday or Saturdays, the possibility is to have a picnic/BBQ with the residents of the 
St. Mark’s house – Florent and Clarine. Please contact Austin Bredow at a_bredow@aol.com. 
Thank you for your continuing support of this very important Community Outreach program through Emmanuel House. 



July 15-16, 2017 

Welcome! 

We’ve been waiting for you! Our mission at St. 
Mark’s Lutheran Church is to share Christ’s 
abundant love with each other and the world. We 
are called to reach out to persons of all ages and 
life situations with Christ’s own hospitality and 
acceptance, to invite you to be our companion on 
the spiritual journey as we discover together the 
ways that Christ is offering hope, healing, and a 
renewed sense of meaning for our lives. 

If you are not a member, we would love to talk to you about our ministry.  We 
invite you to talk to one of our pastors or stop at the Welcome Center near the 
church entrance. May your worship experience here at St. Mark’s draw you closer 
to Christ and his abundant love! 

Summer Worship Times: Saturday 5:00 p.m., Sunday 9:30 a.m. 

Today’s WORSHIP FOCUS 
Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23. There are three parallel versions of this parable in 
Matthew, Mark and Luke. Mark is the earliest of the gospels. Matthew reproduces 
92% of Mark’s gospel (606 of Mark’s 661 verses). Luke reproduces 48% of 
Mark’s gospel (320 of Mark’s 661 verses). Matthew and Luke follow Mark’s 
order of events in the life of Jesus. They are more alike in both order and content. 
Matthew carefully follows Mark’s ordering of the life of Christ. 
The word, “parable,” means “riddle.” The very nature of a parable is that a person 
must figure out the meaning of the parable and then apply that meaning to one’s 
life. For example, the following is a parable: “I like coffee but I don’t like tea. I 
like Bill but I don’t like Gates. I like George but I don’t like Stein. I like Marvia 
but I don’t like Stratis.” That is the parable. Can you figure out the meaning of 
that parable? The explanation? I don’t like anything with the letter, T in it (which 
isn’t really true) - e.g. tea, Gates, Stein, Stratis. The point is, parables are like 
riddles and you have to figure them out. 
Of Jesus’ 40 parables, only two of them are explained. One of them is this one. 
You need to figure out the rest! 

 
Next Week’s WORSHIP FOCUS 
At our worship services on July 22 and 23, several of the adults and youth who 
have just returned from their Mission Trip to the Red Lake Indian Reservation in 
Minnesota will share some of their experiences. The focus will be how this 
Mission Trip has encouraged their faith journey and how it can continue to help 
them grow in their discipleship here at St. Mark’s. Service is the focus of the 
worship service that we will share. 
15 youth and three adults were a part of this year’s Mission Trip. Thank you to 
the congregation for the support and faithful prayer concerns that have been 
provided. Without the ongoing encouragement of the members of St. Mark’s 
these faith-enriching and servant events could not happen. Thank you! 

Staff Contact Information 
Please call the appropriate St. Mark’s staff member or email them if you have questions about the 
following areas of ministry. You may also visit our website for more information about St. Mark’s. 
 

Pastoral Staff 

Pastor Patricia Geiseman                                    (On Sabbatical)  
Pastor Paul Olson                                              Ext. 13 polson@stmarksaurora.net 

 

Ministry Staff 

Kristin Young                                                      Ext. 16 kyoung@stmarksaurora.net 
 Director of Worship & the Arts 
Sue Hilderbrand                                                 Ext. 24 shilderbrand@stmarksaurora.net 
 Director of Bell Choirs 
Kari Reiseck                                                       Ext. 22 kreiseck@stmarksaurora.net 
 Director of Youth & Family Ministries 

 

Support Staff 

Deb Arcilla                                                         Ext. 10 darcilla@stmarksaurora.net 
 Office Manager 
John Themanson                                               Ext. 19 jthemanson@stmarksaurora.net 
 Finance Administrator 
Al Lettow                                                            Ext. 12 facilitymgr@stmarksaurora.net  
Gregg Kobliska  
 Facility Manager 
Terese Ruppel                                           630-466-1036 ter60554@gmail.com  
 Nursery Coordinator 
Stephanie Mulvaney                                          Ext. 27             communicationcoord@stmarksaurora.net 
 Communications Coordinator 
 

Faith Community Nurse 

Jean Clementz, R.N.                                         Ext. 23  jean.clementz@presencehealth.org 
 

Financial Secretary 

   Jim Erickson                                                630-897-0291 jerickson@stmarksaurora.net 
 

St. Mark’s Child Development Center 

Colette Patterson-Moon                                630-897-6063 stmarksdir@att.net  
 Director  
 

Council Members 

Don Friend (President), Preston Runyan (Treasurer), Rick Jansen (Property), Jeanne Flynn (Youth and 
Family), Julie Simpson (Stewardship), Lindsay Meyer (Small Groups), Heather Rehg (New Members), 
Carol Reiseck  (Stewardship), Pastor Patricia Geiseman  

St. Mark's Lutheran Church  
27 South Edgelawn Drive 
Aurora, Illinois 60506 
 

Web: www.stmarksaurora.net  

ANNOUNCEMENTS  ST .  MARK ’S  LUTHERAN  CHURCH  

Sharing Christ’s Abundant Love with Each Other and the World 

Phone: 630-897-6891 
Fax:630-897-4842 
Office Hours:  
Monday - Friday 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Prayers 
5:00 p.m.  Dorothy Clarkson,  Joe and Rhonda Jaras, Bob Johnson, Kathy Johnson, 
Ryan Johnson, Cornelia Jones, Tom Jones, Mary Kenner, Julia Taylor, Pat Walters 

9:30 a.m. Julie and Len Augustine, Barbara Bleke, Adell Buss, Doris Clark, Xavier 
Curtis, Danielle Easton, Richard and  Velda Fisher, Victoria Halsted, Mike 
Hilderbrand, Dean Jessick, Homer Jones, Kay McKeen, Richard Mettel, Debbie 
Monson, Ava Olson, Scott Park, Brad Powell, Monica Rathman, Joe Rangel, Patricia 
Russ, Lydia Schamback, Tony Stanford, Bob Swickert, Mike and Jeanette Wilbert, 
Natasha Washington  

Continuing Care Bill Beattie, Johanna Brinkman, Richard Brinkman, Laurie Dunn, 
Tad Dyer, Gary Francis, Janae Hilderbrand, Joanne Jackman, John Lange, Bruce 
Lindgren, Mason McNamara, Terry Minor, Terry Mueller, Lauren Muscat, Grant 
Oestriech, Bob Overstreet, Wendy Overstreet, Sharon Ross, Bessie Sclavos, Lorand 
Szekely 

Comfort and Peace for the family and friends of Lori Alosio, Tim Hilderbrand, 
Pam O’Connell, Bob Riley  

Feed My Starving Children...God's Work. Our Hands. The Simple 
and Powerful Slogan of the ELCA.  
Thank you to the twenty volunteers who volunteered to pack food at Feed My 
Starving Children on June 29.  Recently, Pastor Pat challenged the Outreach Team to 
provide opportunities for the hands-on work of FMSC.  Every day, at least 6,200 
children will die from starvation ... but our members will make a difference by 
volunteering at FMSC.   
 For Feed My Starving Children— 
 Each meal costs just 22 cents.  On average our volunteers pack one box per 

person, that's 216 meals.  The meal cost for each box is around $50. 
 $20 will feed a child for four months. 
 It only costs $80 to feed a child for an entire year!   
 
Time is running out. Kids are desperate for food. FMSC's partners have requested 10 
million more MannaPack meals. We' have been asked to help stop famine before it 
becomes reality. Thanks again to St. Mark's members hearing and responding to 
God's call.    

St. Mark’s, You are Awesome! 
The totals for Mother’s Day and Father’s Day were unbelievable. 
Mother’s Day raised enough money to purchase seven (plus) goats 
for $50 each. Our Outreach challenge was to provide a small herd and 
you generously accomplished that goal! For Father’s Day, a goal was 
set of two cows for $500 each and again St. Mark’s came through, 
expressing God’s love with enough to purchase four cows and five 
more goats! God’s work, our hands, and a generous heart. Praise 
Him as He provides! Thank you!  

Time & Talent Inventories  
Over the past month a focus of the congregation’s stewardship has been participation 
in the ministries of St. Mark’s by filling out the Time & Talent Inventories. Each of 
the 105 opportunities listed under the Five Priorities of St. Mark’s is important and 
essential. All the members were sent copies for each confirmed member of the 
congregation. On the Festival of Pentecost we dedicated those who were received 
that day.   
It is not too late to fill out an Inventory and return it. A very specific and organized 
method of collating, compiling and sharing the results has been developed so each 
return will receive a response. There are copies of the Inventories on the small table 
by the Sanctuary doors. A basket is there to receive yours or you can mail it to the 
Church Office.   

Coffee Project Announces New Blend 
Equal Exchange is in the process of changing the 
packaging of Sisters Blend Coffee from 14 oz. cylindrical 
cartons to 12 oz. bags which will be available this fall. In 
the meantime we are offering the Proud Mama Blend as a 
summer replacement. 
Honoring proud mothers and families everywhere, this 
blend from Uganda lifts up women farmers who are 
becoming leaders and sending their children to school with their coffee earnings. 
Feel the pride when you savor this coffee’s notes of fresh caramel, chocolate, and 
savory spice It comes in drip grind and is a full city roast which is rated two on a 
scale of darkness from one to four, four being French                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
roast. It sells for $7.50 per 14 oz. cylindrical container. Try it as a summer treat! 


