
 
This Week at  St.  M ark’s  

 
 

  
SATURDAY, JUNE 24 

Pentecost 3 
5:00p Worship 
 
SUNDAY, JUNE 25 

Pentecost 3 
9:30a Worship 

10:30a Fellowship  

 
MONDAY, JUNE 26 
9:00a Lydia’s Piecemakers & Knit Pickers 

 
TUESDAY, JUNE 27 

1:00p Staff Meeting 
 
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 28 

9:30a Bread Wrappers 

1:00p Office Volunteers 

1:30p CDC Gardening/Music Project 

7:00p Hope Circle 

 
THURSDAY, JUNE 29 
1:30p CDC Gardening Project 
6:00p Feed My Starving Children  
 

FRIDAY, JUNE 30 
6:30p Al-Anon 

7:00p Fox Valley Youth Orchestra & Chorus Concert 

 

SATURDAY, JULY 1 
Pentecost 4 

Coffee Sales 
5:00p Worship 

 
SUNDAY, JULY 2 

Pentecost 4 

Coffee Sales 
9:30a Worship 

10:30a Fellowship  

THE  COURIER  D ISCIPLESHIP  

GOD ’S WORK ,  OUR HANDS 

“I am the vine, you are 

the branches.”   John  15:5 

Are You Receiving a Weekend Update Email?   

Are you receiving Weekend Updates from St. Mark’s? You may sign up on the St. 
Mark’s web site (stmarksaurora.net) or use the sign-in sheet in the Welcome Note-
books located on the pews to add or update your email address. Please note whether 
you also want to receive the Vineyard electronically. Thank you! 

Register for Vacation Bible School! 

Join the Maker Fun Factory this summer at Vacation Bible School! St. Mark’s VBS will be July 24-28 
from 9:00 a.m. to noon. Visit www.StMarksAuroraVBS.com for more information, to sign your 
children up to attend and to sign yourself up to volunteer.  

Join the planning team and help make VBS happen — contact Kari Reiseck for details.   

This Week’s Fellowship Time Hosts— Call Committee 

This week’s hosts for our Fellowship Time are members of the Call Committee. 
Some things to know about the Call Committee and what their responsibilities are: 
 The Call Committee is determined by the congregation’s Constitution. 
 C13.04 of the Constitution states: “When a pastoral vacancy occurs, a Call 

Committee of six voting members shall be elected by this congregation. Term of 
office will terminate upon installation of the newly called pastor.” 

 At the Annual Meeting of St. Mark’s in January of this year, the following were 
elected by the congregation to serve on the Call Committee: 

 Charlie Brummet, Matt Hicks, Jyostana Mohan, Becky Mueller, Kari Reiseck 
and Robert Rodriguez Jr. Pastor Geiseman serves in an ex-officio capacity. 

 The Call Committee’s work necessarily must be confidential for the sake of any 
candidate considered and for St. Mark’s as well. 

 The Call Committee receives information about potential candidates from the 
Office of the Bishop of the Metropolitan Chicago Synod. The Bishop 
recommends a candidate. The Call Committee does the task of analyzing the 
skill sets of the candidate and whether that candidate would be a good fit. 

 The Call Committee then is responsible for interview[s] and if it is determined 
to recommend the candidate, this recommendation goes to the Congregation 
Council. 

 The Council then interviews the candidate and if it is determined this is a good 
candidate for St. Mark’s, the Council recommends the candidate to the 
congregation. 

 A meeting of the congregation is called, the candidate is introduced and 
opportunities for dialogue take place. The congregation votes to extend a call 
through the Office of the Bishop. 

 If during this process the candidate, Call Committee or Council determine 
another direction, the process begins again with a new candidate. 

 It is only after the newly called pastor is installed is the work of the Call 
Committee completed. 

Thank you to the members of the Call Committee for their time and commitment! 

Holy Cow! Thanks for Helping to Make the Goal! 

Our Father’s Day Good Gifts Total: $2,260 = 4 cows! 

Feed My Starving Children... 

God's Work. Our Hands. The Simple and Powerful Slogan of the ELCA.  
 
Thank you to the twenty volunteers who volunteered to pack food at Feed My Starving Children on June 29.  Recently, Pastor 
Pat challenged the Outreach Team to provide opportunities for the hands-on work of FMSC.  Every day, at least 6,200 children 
will die from starvation ... but our members will make a difference by volunteering at FMSC.   
 
For Feed My Starving Children— 
 Each meal costs just 22 cents.  On average our volunteers pack one box per person, that's 216 meals.  The meal cost for 

each box is around $50. 
 $20 will feed a child for four months. 
 It only costs $80 to feed a child for an entire year!   
 
Time is running out. Kids are desperate for food. FMSC's partners have 
requested 10 million more MannaPack meals. We' have been asked to help 
stop famine before it becomes reality. Thanks again to St. Mark's members 
hearing and responding to God's call.    

Nursing the Spirit: National Safety Month— Firework Safety  
Independence Day is fast approaching. Safety should be at the 
forefront when celebrating this holiday. In 2006, close to 10,000 
people were treated in emergency rooms for fireworks-related 
injuries, 36% of those were children under the age of 15 years. 

The National Safety Council advises the best way to enjoy the 
4th of July is to watch a public fireworks display conducted by 
professionals. For more information on fireworks safety visit: 
http://kidshealth.org/parent/firstaid_safe/outdoor/fireworks.html 



June 24-25, 2017 

Welcome! 

We’ve been waiting for you! Our mission at St. 
Mark’s Lutheran Church is to share Christ’s 
abundant love with each other and the world. We 
are called to reach out to persons of all ages and 
life situations with Christ’s own hospitality and 
acceptance, to invite you to be our companion on 
the spiritual journey as we discover together the 
ways that Christ is offering hope, healing, and a 
renewed sense of meaning for our lives. 

If you are not a member, we would love to talk to you about our ministry.  We 
invite you to talk to one of our pastors or stop at the Welcome Center near the 
church entrance. May your worship experience here at St. Mark’s draw you closer 
to Christ and his abundant love! 

Summer Worship Times: Saturday 5:00 p.m., Sunday 9:30 a.m. 

Today’s WORSHIP FOCUS 
In this week’s Gospel Reading, Jesus gives some hard statements in Matthew 
10:24-39. They are not easy to hear! 
The great religious geniuses of the world have understood that. St. Francis of 
Assisi wrote: “For it is in giving that we receive, and it is in dying to self, that we 
are born again to a living hope.” Mother Theresa, celebrating her eightieth 
birthday, preached and talked about surrendering our selfishness to Jesus Christ. 
The most important thing that can happen to anybody’s life is to surrender one’s 
self to Jesus Christ. It is not easy to be a disciple – but because we have named 
and claimed by Christ it isn’t all that hard! 

Next Week’s WORSHIP FOCUS 
Writer A.J. Jacobs, read through the Bible for four straight weeks, five hours a 
day, and compiled a list of “every rule, every guideline, every suggestion, every 
nugget of advice” he found in both the Old and New Testaments. When he 
finished, he had a list that ran 72 pages with more than 700 rules. 

It isn’t the Law but the Gospel that compels us to give the cup of cold water as 
Jesus reminds us in the Gospel reading from Matthew 10:40-42. As we celebrate 

a Fourth of July weekend, it is important to remember that hospitality as Jesus 

reminds us provides for good community – community in the church and in the 

world. 
We welcome Pastor Bergh preaching at the 5 PM Saturday service. Pastor Olson 

will be preaching at the 9:30 AM Sunday service. 
 

Staff Contact Information 
Please call the appropriate St. Mark’s staff member or email them if you have questions about the 
following areas of ministry. You may also visit our website for more information about St. Mark’s. 
 

Pastoral Staff 

Pastor Patricia Geiseman                                    (On Sabbatical)  
Pastor Paul Olson                                              Ext. 13 polson@stmarksaurora.net 

 

Ministry Staff 

Kristin Young                                                      Ext. 16 kyoung@stmarksaurora.net 
 Director of Worship & the Arts 
Sue Hilderbrand                                                 Ext. 24 shilderbrand@stmarksaurora.net 
 Director of Bell Choirs 
Kari Reiseck                                                       Ext. 22 kreiseck@stmarksaurora.net 
 Director of Youth & Family Ministries 

 

Support Staff 

Deb Arcilla                                                         Ext. 10 darcilla@stmarksaurora.net 
 Office Manager 
John Themanson                                               Ext. 19 jthemanson@stmarksaurora.net 
 Finance Administrator 
Al Lettow                                                            Ext. 12 facilitymgr@stmarksaurora.net  
Gregg Kobliska  
 Facility Manager 
Terese Ruppel                                           630-466-1036 ter60554@gmail.com  
 Nursery Coordinator 
Stephanie Mulvaney                                          Ext. 27             communicationcoord@stmarksaurora.net 
 Communications Coordinator 
 

Faith Community Nurse 

Jean Clementz, R.N.                                         Ext. 23  jean.clementz@presencehealth.org 
 

Financial Secretary 

   Jim Erickson                                                630-897-0291 jerickson@stmarksaurora.net 
 

St. Mark’s Child Development Center 

Colette Patterson-Moon                                630-897-6063 stmarksdir@att.net  
 Director  
 

Council Members 

Don Friend (President), Preston Runyan (Treasurer), Rick Jansen (Property), Jeanne Flynn (Youth and 
Family), Julie Simpson (Stewardship), Lindsay Meyer (Small Groups), Heather Rehg (New Members), 
Carol Reiseck  (Stewardship), Pastor Patricia Geiseman  

St. Mark's Lutheran Church  
27 South Edgelawn Drive 
Aurora, Illinois 60506 
 

Web: www.stmarksaurora.net  

ANNOUNCEMENTS  ST .  MARK ’S  LUTHERAN  CHURCH  

Sharing Christ’s Abundant Love with Each Other and the World 

Phone: 630-897-6891 
Fax:630-897-4842 
Office Hours:  
Monday - Friday 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Have a Story or Idea? 

Contact our Communications Coordinator, Stephanie Mulvaney at 
communicationcoord@stmarksaurora.net to have your event or story added to the 
Courier or the Vineyard Press!  

Prayers 
5:00 p.m.  Dorothy Clarkson,  Bob Johnson,, Kathy Johnson, Ryan Johnson, 
Cornelia Jones, Tom Jones, Mary Kenner, Pam O’Connell, Julia Taylor, Pat Walters 

9:30 a.m. Julie and Len Augustine, Barbara Bleke, Adell Buss, Xavier Curtis, 
Danielle Easton, Richard and  Velda Fisher, Victoria Halsted, Carol Hatcher, Mike 
Hilderbrand, Dean Jessick, Homer Jones, Kay McKeen, Richard Mettel, Debbie 
Monson, Ava Olson, Scott Park, Brad Powell, Monica Rathman, Joe Rangel, Patricia 
Russ, Lydia Schamback, Tony Stanford, Bob Swickert  Mike and Jeanette Wilbert, 
Natasha Washington 

Continuing Care Bill Beattie, Johanna Brinkman, Richard Brinkman, Laurie Dunn, 
Tad Dyer, Gary Francis, Janae Hilderbrand, Tim Hilderbrand, Joanne Jackman, John 
Lange, Bruce Lindgren, Mason McNamara, Terry Minor, Lauren Muscat, Grant 
Oestriech, Bob Overstreet, Wendy Overstreet, Sharon Ross, Bessie Sclavos, Lorand 
Szekely 

Beautifying the Church Property 
The Arts & Banner Team has been doing some brainstorming about how to make the 
north side of the church property along Galena Blvd appear more welcoming. One 
possible way is in developing a plan using available plants from members. However, 
it is important to have a plan developed in order to appropriately landscape the area. 
If members have possible donations of plants either by thinning out or propagating 
from home landscapes, please contact the Facility Manager. By developing a list of 
possible options, the planning process can be more effectively created. Please do not 
dig plants or bring them to the church facility until a list is compiled of options 
available. Given the heat index and that the ground is rock hard from lack of rain, 
digging at this time would not provide an effective home for the plants. An attractive 
plan to minimize or eliminate the need to purchase plants is the goal. Please talk to 
the Facility Manager for specific information.   

Meet Our Emmanuel House Family! 

The family of five that we are partnering with in our Emmanuel House ministry 
moved into the upstairs unit at 218 Oak Ave. on Saturday, May 13. They have three 
amazing kids and have lived in Aurora for about two years since moving from the 
Republic of the Congo. Florent and Clarine are wonderful people and very 
personable. More to come soon about events we will organize with the family and 
how you can help.  

For more information about volunteering and St. Mark’s Emmanuel House ministry, 
contact Austin Bredow at 773-988-1231 or a_bredow@yahoo.com. 

TIME & TALENT INVENTORIES   
Over the past month a focus of the congregation’s stewardship has been participation 
in the ministries of St. Mark’s by filling out the Time & Talent Inventories. Each of 
the 105 opportunities listed under the Five Priorities of St. Mark’s is important and 
essential. All the members were sent copies for each confirmed member of the 
congregation. On the Festival of Pentecost we dedicated those who were received 
that day.   
It is not too late to fill out an Inventory and return it. A very specific and organized 
method of collating, compiling and sharing the results has been developed so each 
return will receive a response. There are copies of the Inventories on the small table 
by the Sanctuary doors. A basket is there to receive yours or you can mail it to the 
Church Office.   
Thank you to all who have responded – and thank you in advance to all who will 
respond. Each and every Inventory is important and essential for the mission and 
ministry of St. Mark’s!  

Thank You From... 

St. Mark’s Child Development wants to thank everyone who 
donated to our summer camp program, helping children who could 
not afford the participation cost. Your kind hearts and generosity 
will give the children at St. Mark’s a safe and enjoyable summer.  


