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I am the v ine, you ar e th e branches.   
(John 15 :5 )  

In This Issue Holy Week and Easter Services 

Saturday, April 8 

5:00 p.m. Worship 

Sunday, April 9 

9:00 a.m.  Palm Sunday Worship  
                 Reception of New Members  

10:30 a.m.  Palm Sunday Worship  

Tuesday, April 11 

6:30 p.m. Seder Feast 

Maundy Thursday, April 13 

7:00 p.m. Worship and Communion   

Good Friday, April 14 

3:00 p.m.  Stations of the Cross  

7:00 p.m.  Service of Shadows   

Saturday,  April 15 

5:00 p.m. Easter Worship 

Sunday, April 16 

7:30 a.m. Easter Worship 

9:00 a.m.  Easter Worship  

10:30 a.m.  Easter Worship  

Summer Worship Schedule  

At the March 12 meeting, the Congregational 
Council approved the recommendation to 
have one worship service on Sunday 
mornings during the summer months. 

Beginning on June 4 and continuing 
through August 27, there will be one 
service at 9:30 a.m. on Sundays. There will 
be a Children’s Message each week at the 
Sunday morning 9:30 a.m. service. The 
Saturday service will remain at 5:00 p.m.   

This schedule provides an opportunity for 
fellowship time for everyone following 
worship each Sunday morning, and will give 
the two present Sunday morning 
congregations a chance for greater interaction 
and connections. Please mark your calendars!  

Holy Week at St. Mark’s 

The Easter Triduum of the passion 
and resurrection of Christ is the 
culmination of the entire liturgical 
year. The services of the Triduum 
(or Three Days, from the Latin tri-
 = three, -dies = days) — Maundy 
Thursday, Good Friday, and the 
Resurrection of the Lord — were originally one 
annual service remembering the Lord’s death 
and resurrection, but became split into separate 
services in order to pay closer attention to the 
significant details of each event. These were 
considered to be part of one salvific activity of 
God and thus are celebrated as such — there is 
no benediction until the end of the service with 
the Easter announcement: “Christ is risen!” 

As the sun goes down on Maundy Thursday, 
the Triduum begins. Since the fourth century, 
Christians have gathered on Maundy Thursday 
to keep the feast that Jesus shared with his 
disciples on the night of his arrest and to 
remember his new commandment: to love one 
another even as he has loved us. “Maundy” 
comes from the Latin mandatum novum, a new 
commandment.  

On Good Friday, at 3:00 p.m., we journey the 
“Way of the Cross.” This solemn pilgrimage 
gives us the opportunity to walk with Jesus and 
deepen our awareness of his final hours. 
Through hymns, prayers, narrative and artwork, 
we walk the Via Dolorosa together. 

At 7:00 p.m. we gather for the “Service of 
Shadows,” once known as Tenebrae (the Latin 
word for “shadows” or “darkness”). Through 
readings from the Gospel of Luke, music and 
meditation we witness the tragedy of Jesus' 
suffering and death on the cross, where he gave 
his life for us and our salvation.   

Finally, on Easter, we gather at the tomb ... 
only to discover that the stone is rolled away, 
and the grave is empty.  

We celebrate the good news: Jesus Christ is 
risen! 
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First Communion is 

April 23 

During 
February and 
March, 20 St. 
Mark’s second
-grade students 
have been 
studying and 
learning about First 
Communion.  

On April 23, they will have 
the opportunity to 
experience Communion for 
the first time. They have 
worked very hard and are 
excited to join us at the 
Lord’s Table.  

Remember to keep these 
young people in your 
prayers, that they would 
remain faithful to their God 
who nourishes them in the 
gift of Holy Communion. 

† Russell Blickem 

† Benjamin Bohr 

† Teagan Dunn 

† Jordan Freese 

† Brittany Freese 

† Tate Freese 

† Jackson Freiburg 

† Kerrigan Gregait 

† Glenn Hansen 

† Ben Harvey 

† Ava Henderson 

† Brayden Jones 

† Graham Kane 

† Eleanor Olp 

† Shane Pupich 

† Sean Roberts 

† Katelyn Schuitema 

† Nolan Smith 

† Sophia Stapleton 

† Andrew Warren 

“Maker Fun Factory” at VBS!  

This year our Vacation Bible School 
theme is "Maker Fun Factory" — a 
world where curious kids become 
hands-on inventors who discover that 
they're lovingly crafted by God. 
From July 24 through July 28, kids will get to create their 
own snacks, help choose their games, try hands-on 
science experiments and much more. Kids will learn that 

they are “created by God; built for a purpose!”   

Registration for both kids and volunteers will open on 
Easter. Visit www.StMarksAuroraVBS.com starting April 
16 for more information and to sign up. There are 
opportunities for all types of volunteers: crafty people, 
organizers, technical folks, teachers, musicians and more. 

Please let Kari Reiseck know if you’d like to join the 
planning team — it takes a lot of behind-the-scenes work 
to make VBS happen! 

Adult Fellowship May 

Event — Early Sign-up 

Needed!  

Adult Fellowship will be 
going to Illinois Holocaust 
Museum and Education 
Center (9603 Woods Dr. in 
Skokie) on Thursday, May 
25.  

We will have a private 
guided tour of the Zev & 
Shifra Karkomi Permanent 
Exhibit from 10:15 a.m. to 
12:15 p.m. Tickets are $12 
— please pay organizer 
Marge Gugerty by May 14.  

The minimum number for 
the tour is 15 people. Marge  
needs to know by May 7 if 
there will be more than 20 
people attending, as that 
will require a second 
docent. If we have a second 
docent, we can have up to 
40 people, and we can 
continue to sign up until 
May 14.   

On May 15, Marge will 
send in our final numbers 
with full payment. Tickets 
are not refundable after that. 

We will have lunch at 
Maggiano's at 4999 Old 
Orchard Center (a five-
minute drive from the 
Museum), where you can 
get a lunch combo (your 
choice of two: soup, salad or 
half sandwich) for $9.99. 
Other lunch entrees range 
from $14 to $25.     

Sign-up sheets will be at the 
Welcome Center starting the 
weekend of April 22-23.   

Questions? Contact Marge 
Gugerty at 630-906-6110. 

Confirmation Retreat 

From Friday, April 21 through Sunday, April 23, St. 
Mark’s 6th, 7th and 8th grade students will have the 
chance to go to a weekend confirmation retreat at 
Lutheran Outdoor Ministry Center (LOMC).  

The cost is $120 for the weekend. Sign up at the Welcome 
Center! 

The theme this year is Guardians of the Galaxy:  

God takes everything on the planet and makes it work 
together for success, much like the parts of our bodies 
work together. If one part is lost, then the whole 
system fails. Through a study of Ephesians 4:16 
(which we will metaphorically use to mean the Earth 
as the body), Guardians of the Galaxy, and nature-
related activities, we will learn more about caring for 
the Earth and ourselves as God intended.  

Students had a wonderful time last year and many of them 
can’t wait to go again this year. Several parents gave 
feedback about how much their kids enjoyed it and 
bonded with the other kids.  

Activities will include: 

 Morning prayer/Bible study 

 Ropes course/team building 

 Zip line (Midwest’s largest!) 

 GaGa court 

 Worship time with other congregations, 

 Human foosball and much more! 
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Council Meeting Highlights: March 12, 2017   

 Austin Bredow (Vision Team) and Hayley Meksi were 
our guests. 

 Hayley Meksi, Executive Director from Emmanuel 
House, showed a video and presented more information 
about the Emmanuel House program and how the 
contract with churches works. The council approved a 
motion to proceed with our plan to contribute $400 per 
month to Emmanuel House with the intent of revisiting 
that plan in six months. The ministry is funded from the 
capital campaign tithe.  

 Plans for a new time and talent inventory during the 
season of Easter are in the beginning stages. 
Commitment Sunday is tentatively planned for 
Pentecost weekend, June 3 and 4. 

 $681,653.00 has been pledged to the Capital Campaign 
so far. As of March 6, the current mortgage balance is 
$2,194,594.99. This represents a decrease to the 
mortgage balance of $260,406 over the past 18 months. 

 Call committee met on February 27 with Pastor 
Stumme from the Chicago Metro Synod office. (See the 
call committee update article elsewhere in this issue).  

 The council voted to go ahead with the purchase of a 
media/video system for $20,000. The system will be 
paid for by a $15,000 gift given for that purpose, music 
ministry fundraiser money, and up to $3,000 of Klebe 
Memorial funds. 

 The Endowment Board has filled out the paperwork to 
establish the St. Mark’s Endowment Fund, which is 
now in the process of being submitted to Endowment 
Fund of the ELCA. Monies have been transferred from 
the Hanson Fund. 

 Committee members are needed to work on a team to 
update our constitution & bylaws. 

 Council approved a motion to go to one service at 9:30 
a.m. on Sundays during the summer months, from June 
4 through August 27. Saturday services will continue at 
5:00 p.m. during the summer. 

Upcoming in our Worship 

April 1/2 – Lent V   

Readings: Ezekiel 37:1-14; Romans 8:6-11;  

John 11:1-45  

April 9 – Passion/Palm Weekend  

Readings: Isaiah 50:4-9a; Philippians 2:5-11;  

Matthew 27:11-54 

April 13 – Maundy Thursday  

Readings: Exodus 12:1-14; I Corinthians 11:23-26;  

John 13:1-17, 31-35 

April 14 – Good Friday  

Readings: Isaiah 52:13-53:12; Hebrews 10:16-25;  

John 18:1-19:42 

April 15/16 - Festival of the Resurrection – Easter  

Readings: Acts 10:34-43; Colossians 3:1-4;  

Matthew 28:1-10  

April 22/23 – Easter II  

Readings: Acts 2:14a, 22-32; I Peter 1:3-9;  

John 20:19-31  

April 29/30 – Easter III  

Readings: Acts 2:36-41; I Peter 1:17-23;  

Luke 24:13-35  

Are You Receiving Your Weekly Update Email? 

Provide your email address and stay in the loop!  

You may use the sign-in sheet in the Welcome notebooks 
on the pews or contact the church office.  

Please indicate whether you also want to have the V ineyard 
emailed to you. Thank you for staying connected!  

Coffee Project Alert 

There will be no sales on Easter weekend.  Please plan on 
purchasing your Easter coffee and chocolate on the 
weekend of April 1 and 2.  Thank you. 

Easter Sunday Breakfast 

On Sunday, April 16, the youth group will be hosting its 
annual Easter Sunday breakfast in Sanctuary Hall. Your 
free will donations will go towards this year’s mission trip 
to Red Lake Reservation in 
Northern Minnesota. Breakfast 
will begin at 8:30 and end at 
12:30 pm. Come for Easter  
breakfast! 
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Helping St. Mark’s Be a  

Stronger Missional Church 

At the last Congregation Council meeting (March 12) I 
shared with the Council the need for St. Mark’s to develop 
an effective and ongoing “Time and Talent Inventory” to 
strengthen our mission and ministry. A time and talent 
inventory has two purposes: 1) It allows each disciple to 
serve the church using his/her gifts & talents, and 2) It 
helps the church to expand its ministries both inside and 
outside the church. 

In the past, unfortunately, efforts to develop a time and 
talent inventory have not always paid off. Often 
information shared has been put on a shelf with little or no 
follow-up. Sometimes the responses received have not been 
put to use. I could go on and on from past experience, and 
many of you could add your own experiences. 

So why bother? Why is an inventory necessary? Why not 
have the staff and the usual people take care of things? 
Why can’t we just do the same old same old? Well, the 
same old same old doesn’t work any more. We live in a 
different time and culture than decades ago. Probably the 
best way to illustrate the shift is the diagram below.  

Living out our mission statement — sharing Christ’s 
abundant love with each other and the world —  requires 
participatory disciples. Unless the skills and talents of 
disciples in the congregation are known, we don’t have an 
effective way to be the church in the world. Obviously this 
takes commitment. And it means that moving from a 
“consumer church” mentality to a “missional church” 
mentality will take work, effort and discipline on the part of 
all of us.    

But the essential issue here is this: How can St. Mark’s be a 
missional church if the skills, abilities, talents and interests 
of the disciples are not known?   

During the Easter Season weekends following Easter 
Sunday you will hear more about the time and talent 
inventory and have an opportunity to add your own talents 
and experience. On the weekend of the Festival of 
Pentecost, June 3-4, we will dedicate those time and talent 

inventories in much the same way that we dedicate our 
financial commitments. 

More information is coming. For now, be prepared that 
during the Easter Season you will be asked to be part of a 
missional church that values and applies the skills, 
abilities, talents and interests of its disciples in whatever 
form, shape, style or method they may have.  

Pastor Olson, Interim  

Tax Season Tip: Gifts of Stock or IRA Qualified 

Charitable Donations to St. Mark’s 

Tax season for 2016 is here, and for many of us it is also an 
opportunity to review tax planning for 2017. With the stock 
market doing well, you could consider making a direct gift 
of appreciated stock or mutual funds to St. Mark’s. This can 
create a win-win situation for both you and St. Mark’s. You 
will receive a charitable income tax deduction for the full 
fair market value of the stock or mutual fund and potentially 
reduce or eliminate any capital gains on that appreciated 
stock.  

In order to take advantage of this, you have to donate the 
stock directly to the church without selling it. The 
congregation then sells the stock to turn the donation into 
cash. St. Mark’s does have a process in place to handle such 
gifts. If you are interested in initiating such a gift, please 
contact the Financial Secretary, Jim Erickson, at 
jerickson@stmarksaurora.net or 630-897-0291. 

If you are 70½ or older and have an IRA account, another 
option is to initiate a QCD — qualified charitable donation 
— from your IRA. With a QCD, the custodian of your IRA 
would initiate a direct transfer of your contribution from 
your IRA account to St. Mark’s via a check made out to the 
congregation from the IRA custodian.  

By doing this, the QCD amount would not be included in 
your AGI (adjusted gross income) which can have some 
benefits for you. QCDs also can be used to satisfy RMDs 
(required minimum distributions) from your IRA. Your IRA 
custodian should be able to assist you with this if you are 
interested. Be aware that QCDs have tax implications 
different from a regular donation, so make sure you check 
with your tax advisor. 

You should always consult with your financial and/or tax 
advisor before actually making such gifts to ensure that it is 
appropriate for your situation. 
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Call Committee Update 

The Call Committee has met three times now (as of mid-
March), once with Pastor Sarah Stumme, Associate to the 
Bishop for the Metropolitan Chicago Synod.  We plan to 
meet at least once more in March. 

The team is familiarizing itself with the Ministry Site 
Profile and working on: 

 A job description that fits with our congregational 
Vision and Priorities for ministry. 

 Competencies expected of a candidate 

 Interview questions 

 Articulating our culture 

 An organization flow chart 

We have made much progress and will continue to press 
on as the team members prioritize this work. Please keep 
the committee in your prayers as together we trust in the 
power of the Spirit that guides us and upholds us along the 
way. 

Call committee members: Robert Rodriguez – Chair, Kari 
Reiseck, Matt Hicks, Charlie Brummet, Jyostana Mohan, 
Becky Mueller. 

What Do BeFrienders Do? 

BeFrienders provide pastoral care through 
a listening presence for anyone 
experiencing the challenges of life’s 
journey. 

St. Mark’s BeFriender Ministry Guiding 
Principles: 

 God is present. 

 Caring not curing. 

 Nonjudgmental presence. 

 Active listening. 

The BeFriender Ministry leadership team will be available 
in the narthex after services the weekend of April 8 and 9. 
You will have the opportunity to ask questions and learn 
more about this caring ministry of listening presence. 

St. Mark’s Seder is April 11 

Passover is the oldest and most important religious festival 
in Judaism, commemorating God’s deliverance of the 
Hebrews from slavery in Egypt and his creation of the 
Israelite people. The focal point of Passover is a communal 
meal, called the Seder, which means "order." It is called 
this because the meal is done in a certain order which takes 
us from slavery to freedom. It is a time of rejoicing and 
celebration at the deliverance for the Hebrews that God 
accomplished in the Exodus.  

Since the destruction of the Jerusalem Temple in AD 70, 
Passover has been celebrated in the home with family and 
friends as they eat a meal together. It is customary to invite 
guests to share the Seder meal, especially newcomers to 
the community, and everyone shares in reading, singing 
and enacting the story. 

Passover is more than a festival. It is a teaching 
experience, intended to call people to their identity as the 
People of God. The Passover Seder tells the story of God 
as Deliverer and Redeemer and calls participants to 
experience and share in the story as their own story. It is 
especially meaningful for our second-graders preparing for 
their First Communion. 

Come gather with the family of Christ at St. Mark’s 
and celebrate this Passover meal together on Tuesday, 
April 11 at 6:30 p.m.  

Childcare will be provided for children younger than 
second grade for the interactive Passover story part of this 
evening, after which they are welcome to come back in 
and have dinner with everyone. (Child friendly food is 
served!)  

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church —  

Our Purpose and Principles  

Purpose: 
 

Principles:  

† Following faithfully where Jesus and the Spirit lead. 

† Giving unselfishly for the sake of God’s work.  

† Caring for each other as Christ cares for us. 

† Serving compassionately in response to our neighbors 
in need.  

† Welcoming and accepting all people into fellowship.  

† Engaging with the community to enhance wellbeing. 
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Diversity in Aurora Forum April 26 

On Wednesday, April 26, Adult Fellowship is holding 
"Racial and Cultural Diversity in Aurora — Where We 
Were, Where We Are, Where We Want To Be," a panel 
discussion with representatives from Aurora’s African-
American, Hispanic, and Muslim communities. The one-
hour panel discussion begins at 10:00 a.m. and will be 
followed by lunch at Reuland's. 

The forum is intended simply to initiate conversation about 
what we should be doing to be a more culturally aware 
community at St. Mark’s, since we are located in culturally 
diverse Aurora, starting with listening to our neighbors 
share their experiences of living in Aurora.  

Panelists include:  

 Juan Thomas, attorney and West Aurora High School 
graduate, community activist, African American, and 
very well-received presenter at our 2016 race relations 
forum. 

  Maaria Mozaffar, Civil Rights attorney, specializing in 
criminal justice, and a Muslim.  She is researching 
historical patterns of our dealing with minorities in the 
US, such as the internment of Japanese Americans in 
WWII.  

 Tony Martinez, spokesperson for West Aurora School 
District 129 and well informed about what is going on 
here on the west side of Aurora. He has been involved 
in the recently held discussions concerning exactly this 
problem of cultural and racial disparity in Aurora.  

All are invited to come and listen. Please sign up at the 
Welcome Center so we know how many people to expect.  
Any questions?  Please call Karen Lorence at 630-801-
0979. 

Sharing Christ’s Abundant 

Love with Neighbors in 

Aurora: St. Mark’s Launches 

Emmanuel House Ministry 

Can you wash a floor? Replace a 
fuse? Paint a wall? Show someone 
how to get around in Aurora? Be a 
grocery-shopping mentor? Help 
someone understand a checking 
account? If so, you’re fully qualified 
to share Christ’s abundant love with our neighbors through 
the Emmanuel House ministry.  

A quick recap of our Emmanuel House ministry 

Emmanuel House is a non-profit, Aurora-based 
organization dedicated to helping refugee and working-
class families break the cycle of poverty through home 
ownership.  

Qualified families live in an Emmanuel House property for 
18 months. They pay market-rate rent, but with the help of 
resources like St. Mark’s, their rent payments for 12 of 
those 18 months go into a savings account for a future 
down payment on a home in Aurora.  

Our ministry:  

 We provide Emmanuel House a monthly investment to 
help offset housing costs at the property being 
sponsored by St. Mark’s so participating families can 
save. The monthly investment is funded from the 
Capital Campaign Tithe — 10% of all contributions 
that we decided would be devoted to local outreach 
ministries. 

 We get our sponsored property ready for a new family 
and help tenants with small maintenance projects.  

 We help the family members navigate the challenges 
of home ownership in a new city — from practical 
home maintenance and finances to the aspects of life 
here that we take for granted.  

Where do we start? 

We begin by preparing a home for a family that is 
currently enrolled in the Emmanuel House program and 
hopes to move in within the next couple of months. That 
means cleaning and providing minor repairs at our 
sponsored property on 218 Oak Ave. (near west side of 
downtown Aurora) — the work date will be announced 
soon!  

Whether your interest is in maintenance or mentoring, 
volunteers are required to attend a training session 
provided by Emmanuel House to help us understand the 
unique backgrounds of our family and the incredible 

circumstances they find themselves in now.  

If you’re interested in this opportunity to 
live out our mission, please provide your 
contact information on the sign-up sheet 
at the Welcome Center! Austin Bredow 
will contact you to answer questions and let 
you know about upcoming training.  

Watch the weekly Courier for more news 
about next steps.  
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Thrivent Choice 

Eligible Thrivent Financial members can use the Thrivent 
Choice grant program to direct their “Choice Dollars” to St. 
Mark’s or to another participating nonprofit organization or 
congregation. Last month, Thrivent deposited $25 in our 
account, thanks to Jean Clementz.  

These gifts help St. Mark’s in its ministries — thank you 
for directing your Thrivent Choice Dollars here! 

Enhancing Our Worship Life with Hymnals 

In March, the Congregation Council voted to buy 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship books. Why, after 10 years 
without them, are we now planning to buy hymnals? There 
are several reasons: 

 At present, any service or devotion, no matter how 
small, needs to be prepared and copied for the group. 
The ELW provides ready access to liturgies, prayers 
and psalms — no advance preparation time and expense 
needed. 

 While the ELW is more 
than a hymnal — it’s 
also a worship book and 
a theological textbook 
— it is especially useful 
in helping us to sing in 
harmony (or just sing in 
tune), and it offers a 
balanced thematic diet 
of songs of praise and 
lament, songs of Jesus’ 
Baptism, Crucifixion and Resurrection, and songs of 
thanksgiving and celebration throughout the whole 
Church Year.  

 While we will continue to have printed worship 
bulletins with the liturgy, we’ll use our ELWs for 
hymns and some other expressions of our worship life, 
which will save paper and again save preparation time. 

 We will be able to follow the Baptismal liturgy, and 
others, and have the opportunity to consider their words 
and promises. 

 We will have resources for our meditation before 
worship and at other times.    

During the months of March and April, you’re invited to 
consider purchasing one or more books, at $25 each, in 
memory of a loved one, in honor of someone or in 
celebration of an event or meaningful time. A bookplate 
will be placed in each book donated with the dedication 
information. (Forms are at the Welcome Center.)  

As you consider your possible investment of $25, please 
know you are contributing to the enhancement of the 
worship life of all of us. Dedication of the books is 
anticipated to be later in May. 

Order forms are at the Welcome Center. Please make 
checks out to St. Mark’s with “ELW” in the memo line, and 
deposit them and the form in the drop box. Thank you! 

Columbarium Information Opportunities 

After each service on April 1 and 2 a member of the St. 
Mark’s Columbarium team will explain and answer 
questions about our Columbarium program. The 
Columbarium is located in the garden at behind the 
baptismal font and has a cluster of niches that can store the 
remains of two people. We have been able to maintain the 
costs and offer the niches at the same cost as before, 
$1,200. This is a self-sustaining program and future 
purchasers may pay a higher price as costs increase. Is this 
the right program for you? Find out more on April 1 and 2.  

Update Your Address and Phone Number Now! 

The annual process of updating the St. Mark’s Guide Book 
& Directory has begun! As well as being a directory of all 
members, the booklet contains pertinent information: 
various ministries, organizations, committees, activities, 
functions and events. This book is printed and mailed to 
each family at no cost to our church — it is subsidized by 
local businesses that advertise in it.  

This is your chance to update your information in the 
Directory! Have you changed your phone number? Have 
you moved? Or are you planning to move soon? If you 
have not already informed the church office about changes 
to your record, please let us know now so that the 
information in the Guide Book & Directory is correct.  

Please call Deb at the church office 630-897-6891 or email 
at darcilla@stmarksaurora.net. 

And if you own or manage a business and would like to 
find out about advertising in our book, please call the 
church office by April 17. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed
    

2 
Fifth Sunday in Lent 
9:00a Worship  
9:00a Sunday School  
Coffee Sales 
10:30a Worship 
11:45a Columbarium Forum      
3:00p Festival Choir Rehearsal                                              

3 
9:00a Lydia’s Piecemakers & Knit Pickers 

7:00p Naomi Circle 
7:00p Health Ministry Board Meeting 
7:30p Fox Valley Festival Chorus 

4 
Consolidated Election:  
St. Mark’s is Polling Place 
 9:30a CDC Kids Music 
10:00a  Lenten Adult Study 
1:00p Staff Meeting 
7:00p Glory Ringers: H.S & Adults 

5 
9:30a Bread Wrappers                                      
1:00p Office Volunteers                                    
5:00p Roaring Ringers grades 3
5:30p FDL, grades 1-5 & HS 
5:30p Joyous Praise Bells grades 6
6:00p Confirmation    
6:00p Adult Lenten Study
7:30 Lenten Worship 

9  Palm Sunday                                     

9:00a Worship    
9:00a Sunday School   
9:00a Reception of New Members 
9:30a Pillowcase Dress Ministry Pancake 
          Breakfast  
BeFriender Ministry Q&A 
Blood Pressure Screening 
10:30a Worship   
11:45a Council Meeting 

10 
9:30a Faith Circle—Irma Larson 
6:00p Sanctuary Arts & Banners 
7:30p Fox Valley Festival Chorus 

11 
9:30a CDC Kids Music 
No Adult Study 
1:00p Staff Meeting 
7:00p Glory Ringers: H.S. & Adults 

12 
 

9:30a Bread Wrappers
9:30a WVMTA Meeting 
1:00p Office Volunteers
No FDL, Confirmation or High Schoo

16   Easter Sunday                                                                             

7:30a Easter Worship 
8:30a Youth Group Easter Breakfast 
9:00a Easter Worship                                                          
No Sunday School 
No Coffee Sales 
10:30a Worship  
                                                    

17    Office Closed 
9:30a Ruth Circle 
7:30p Fox Valley Festival Chorus 

18 
9:30a CDC Kids Music 
No Adult Study 
1:00p Staff Meeting 
7:00p Glory Ringers: H.S. & Adults 

19  
9:30a Bread Wrappers    
1:00p Office Volunteers
5:00p Roaring Ringers grades 3
5:30p FDL, grades 1-5 & HS
5:30p Joyous Praise Bells grades 6
6:00p Confirmation   

23          
Second Sunday of Easter                                       
9:00a Worship    
9:00a Sunday School            
10:30a Worship          
10:30a First Communion  
12:00p  First Communion Lunch   
3:00p Festival Choir Rehearsal    
Confirmation Retreat 

24 
9:00a Lydia’s Piecemakers & Knit Pickers 
7:30p Fox Valley Festival Chorus 

25                                                                     

9:30a CDC Kids Music 
10:00a Adult Study             
1:00p Staff Meeting            
7:00p Glory Ringers: H.S. & Adults               

26 
9:30a Bread Wrappers
10:00a Adult Fellowship Diversity Forum
1:00p Office Volunteers
5:00p Roaring Ringers grades 3
5:30p FDL, grades 1-5 & HS
5:30p Joyous Praise Bells grades 6
6:00p Confirmation  

30  
Third Sunday of Easter 
9:00a Worship                                                         
9:00a Sunday School                                            
10:30a Worship                
2:00p Hoepe Piano Recital                                    
3:00p Festival Choir Rehearsal 
 

   

April Calendar
St. Mark's Lutheran Church 
 

Phone: (630) 897-6891 
Fax: (630) 897-4842 
Web: www.stmarksaurora.net 



Wed Thu Fri Sat 
  1 

Fifth Saturday in Lent 
Coffee Sales 
5:00p Worship  
6:15p Columbarium Forum 

9:30a Bread Wrappers                                      
1:00p Office Volunteers                                    
5:00p Roaring Ringers grades 3-5  
5:30p FDL, grades 1-5 & HS  
5:30p Joyous Praise Bells grades 6-8  
6:00p Confirmation    
6:00p Adult Lenten Study 
7:30 Lenten Worship 

6 
9:30a Take Charge of Your Health 
4:30p CDC After School Music 
7:00p Lion’s Voice Choir Rehearsal 

7 
6:30p Al-Anon 

8 
Palm Sunday Weekend      
5:00p Worship 
Blood Pressure Screening 
BeFriender Ministry Q&A 

9:30a Bread Wrappers 
9:30a WVMTA Meeting  
1:00p Office Volunteers 
No FDL, Confirmation or High School 

13     Maundy Thursday 

9:30a Take Charge of Your Health 
4:30p CDC After School Music 
7:00p Maundy Thursday Worship & 
Communion 

14    Good Friday 
3:00p Stations of the Cross 
6:30p Al-Anon 
7:00p Service of Shadows 

15 
Easter Weekend 
5:00p  Easter Worship  
No coffee sales 

9:30a Bread Wrappers     
1:00p Office Volunteers 
5:00p Roaring Ringers grades 3-5 
5:30p FDL, grades 1-5 & HS 
5:30p Joyous Praise Bells grades 6-8                              
6:00p Confirmation   

20 
4:30p CDC After School Music 
7:00p Lion’s Voice Choir Rehearsal 

21 
6:30p Al-Anon 
Confirmation Retreat 

22 
Second Saturday of Easter 
5:00p Worship 
Confirmation Retreat 

9:30a Bread Wrappers 
10:00a Adult Fellowship Diversity Forum 
1:00p Office Volunteers 
5:00p Roaring Ringers grades 3-5 
5:30p FDL, grades 1-5 & HS 
5:30p Joyous Praise Bells grades 6-8      
6:00p Confirmation  

27 
4:30p CDC After School Music 
7:00p Lion’s Voice Choir Rehearsal 

 
 

28 
6:30p Al-Anon 

29 
Third Saturday of Easter 
9:00a Women’s Wellness Morning 
5:00p Worship 
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February Budget Recap 

 

Monthly Budget Goal      $ 71,480.67  
 

Monthly Offering Information 

 Envelopes—General Fund    $   67,566.62    

 Miscellaneous (Includes Child Care Center) $         471.79    

 Other (loose,  Sunday School, interest)  $      3,379.16    

Total General Fund Income     $   71,417.57  

Monthly Surplus (Shortfall)     $         (63.10)     

 

Year-to-Date Information as of 2/28/17 

Annual Budget      $ 857,768.00  

Percent of Year Completed               16.67% 

Offerings/Commitments Received, Year to Date  $ 147,065.61      

Actual Expenses, Year to Date    $ 135,464.72      

Actual Expense Surplus (Shortfall), Year to Date  $   11,600.89      

Budget Surplus (Shortfall), Year to Date   $     4,104.28  

 

Capital Campaign 

Additional mortgage principal payments, 2016 gifts $  90,000.00  

Additional mortgage principal payments, 2017 gifts  $  84,572.97  

 

Mortgage Balance as of 1/31/1 

Balance Due on Church (not including CDC)  $2,194,594.99     

Capital Campaign 

Update 

We’ve completed the first 
quarter of Sharing Our Faith 
– Securing Our Future in 
2017, and a look at the 
numbers gives us some good 
news plus some really great 
news. 

 Over the past 18 months, 
the mortgage balance of 
St. Mark’s has been 
reduced by $260,406 — 
that’s over a quarter of a 
million dollars! — 
because of the 2015 
Christmas Challenge, the 
capital campaign that 
began in 2016 and our on
-going faithful giving. 
This is really great news! 
As of March 6, 2017 the 
mortgage balance is 
$2,194,594.99. 

 Of the 403 St. Mark’s 
households, 41% have 
made a commitment to 
the capital campaign 
while 59% have not make 
a commitment.  

 Capital campaign leaders 
contacted those who feel 
that they are not able to 
make a commitment to 
let them know that 
occasional contributions 
— using the capital 
campaign envelopes — 
are another way to help 
St. Mark’s free up funds 
for ministry. Using the 
envelopes helps ensure 
that contributions to the 
capital campaign are 
accounted for correctly.  

 The total commitment to 
the capital campaign now 
stands at $681,653.04. 

That’s $118,347 shy of our goal of $800,000, or 85% 
of the goal. We can still make that goal over the 
coming year.   

There’s good news in the General Operating Fund (which 
covers the day-to-day operating expenses of St. Mark’s) as 
well:  

 For 2017, a total of $631,976 has been pledged from 
215 commitments made. While this does not represent 
all of our income, it’s the part that we can count on.  

 Of that total, $72,192 is from commitments made by 
people who did not make a commitment last year.  

 And even better news: The total pledged for 2017 is  
$47,418 more than what was pledged for the General 
Operating Fund and Building Fund combined in 2016. 

The congregation’s faithful support of both the present and 
future ministries of St. Mark’s indicates a deep 
commitment to Sharing Our Faith — Securing Our Future. 
Thanks be to God!  

Pastor Olson, Consultant  
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If I can be of assistance to you or someone you know,  
please contact me: 630-897-6891, X-23 or 
jean.clementz@presencehealth.org.  
 

 

Jean Clementz, RN 

Presence Mercy Medical Center 

Faith Community Nurse at St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 

priorities. Dedicate 30-minute blocks every two hours 
to staying on top of email. During those blocks, make 
decisions about each message immediately: Respond if 
it takes less than two minutes, delete, archive, or defer 
to respond later.  

 

“Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast 
spirit within me.”  

Psalm 51:10 

Nursing the Spirit:  

Spring Cleaning for Your Health 

Spring can offer an opportunity to begin anew. Try these 
tips that will not only help you “clean up” but will also 
improve your health.  

1. Schedule your screenings and doctor appointments: 
Everyone should see their primary health care provider 
once per year. Don’t forget to also schedule 
appointments with your dentist and eye doctor too. For 
a list of adult health care screenings, visit  https://
my.clevelandclinic.org/ccf/media/files/Health/
health_maintenance_guidelines.pdf.  

2. Venture outside: Walking for  exercise benefits your  
cardiovascular system and burns calories, lowers blood 
pressure and stress, improves bone density and boosts 
the immune system. On sunny days, you can soak up 
some Vitamin D! 

3. De-clutter your medicine cabinet: Medicine should 
be stored in a cool, dry cabinet, not in the bathroom.  
The expiration date is your best guidance for the 
potency of a medicine. If you're unsure, toss it. Dispose 
of all old medications properly. For more information, 
visit: http://www.countyofkane.org/Recycling/pages/
pharmMeds.aspx  

4. Learn how to de-stress instantly: If you can’t spare a 
block of time every day to meditate, squeeze in a few 
minutes each hour to experience the same benefits. Sit 
in a comfortable position and close your eyes. Focus on 
pulling the air down into your belly. Breathe in for a 
count of five, hold the breath for a moment, and then 
slowly release. Continue for three to five minutes.  

5. Allergy-proof your house: You can help put the 
kibosh on spring allergies by washing all linens and 
blankets. According to the American College of 
Allergy Asthma and Immunology (ACAAI), the 
greatest number of dust mites live in the bedroom. All 
smooth surfaces, including ceiling fan blades and 
window coverings should be wiped with a damp cloth. 
Don’t forget to change your furnace filters. 

6. Smarten up your TV time: Watch shows that 
stimulate thoughtful conversation (like PBS, the 
Discovery Channel or ones that focus on hobbies you 
find interesting). Discuss the topics to boost 
engagement and creative thinking. A consistent weekly 
viewing party can provide steady social time, causing a 
boost in brain-building chemicals such as dopamine 
and oxytocin.  

7. Organize your in-box: Each mor ning, flag emails 
that must be dealt with today, focusing on your top 

Hospital Stay? Let the Office Know! 

Under the federal Health Insurance Portability and 
Accountability Act of 1996 (HIPAA), hospitals are 
restricted in their ability to disclose patient information, 
and the pastor or church office may not be notified that a 
parishioner has been admitted to the hospital. I 

f you or a family member are hospitalized or ill and you 
would like the pastor to know, please inform the church 
office directly at 630-897-6891.  

Last Call for Germany/Reformation Trip  

So far 34 people are going on this summer’s trip to 
Germany, and there are still places if anyone is considering 
joining us. We have 40 seats reserved on the airplane, but 
will need to release the seats we are not using by April 1. 

The price per person is at $4,592. At 35 people it is reduced 
to $4,445, and at 40 people to $4,353. Yes, it is a lot of 
money, but it is a once in a lifetime trip on the 500th 
anniversary of the Reformation. The price includes two 
meals a day, transportation, 4-star hotels, airfare, admission 
to historic sites, tour manager and guides. It also includes a 
small donation to the historic churches that we visit and in 
which the choir performs, which helps keep these places 
open and staffed.  

Please consider joining us. You will be traveling with 
fellow church members and immersing yourself in the sites 
and sounds of the reformation. Please contact Kristin 
Young if you are interested.  



500th Anniv ersary of  the Re for mati on  
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Lutheranism 101, Part II: Grace 

What are the most distinctive themes of Lutheran theology?   

Justification by grace through faith for Christ’s sake 

This, for Lutherans, is the heart of the gospel. Stated 
concisely in the fourth article of the Augsburg Confession, 
it’s so central that it has been called “the article by which 
the church stands or falls.” 

Both Lutherans and Roman Catholics believed God’s grace 
was essential for salvation, but they had different 
understandings of the way grace works. 

Relying on Paul’s letters to the Romans and to the 
Galatians, Luther insisted that faith is key. His 
understanding of faith isn’t primarily intellectual (having 
the right knowledge about God) or emotional (how hard or 
how sincerely one believes). Instead, faith is relational: It’s 
a form of trust. We are justified through faith because faith 
alone trusts God’s promise of forgiveness for Christ’s sake. 

Law and gospel 

Lutherans have a distinctive way of reading the Scriptures, 
based on Luther’s insight that God’s word comes to us in 
two forms—law and gospel. The law as command tells 
people what they should do. The gospel as promise tells us 
what God in Christ has already done for us. 

God’s law functions in several ways: It structures human 
life by protecting and promoting good and limiting and 
punishing wrong. The law also functions theologically, as a 
mirror, or as a doctor’s diagnosis, to show us our sinfulness 
and our need for God’s grace in Christ. 

Because we are sinners, God’s law always accuses us; only 
the gospel frees us. As Luther puts it: “The law says, ‘do 
this,’ and it is never done. Grace says, ‘believe in this,’ and 
everything is already done.” 

Means of grace 

The Augsburg Confession describes word and sacrament as 
the “means of grace.” The word “means” refers to how 
things actually happen. We refer to different means of 
communication, means of transportation, etc. By calling 
word and sacrament means of grace, we are saying: “This is 
how and where grace happens.” When the good news is 
preached, when someone is baptized, when we receive the 
Lord’s Supper, grace happens. 

This means that worship is vitally important for Lutherans. 
It forms our identity as Christians. The Augsburg 
Confession even defines the Christian church as the 
assembly of believers around gospel and sacrament. 

 
From “Lutheranism 101,” by Kathryn Kleinhans, McCoy Family Distinguished Chair in Lutheran 
Heritage and Mission, Wartburg College, Waverly, Iowa, Living Lutheran, May 15, 2007. 

How to be Saved (by Grace Through Faith and 

Not By Your Good Works) 

Many religions are built on the idea that the more closely 
people follow the religious rules or the more morally 
people behave, the better God will like them—and the 
better God likes them, the greater their chances of "getting 
into heaven." 

While there is nothing wrong with moral living or obeying 
God's laws, that kind of behavior has very little to do with 
the salvation God offers. You don't need to be a follower of 
Jesus Christ for that. 

Christianity, on the other hand, says that out of pure love 
God was willing to sacrifice everything — even his only 
Son — to save you forever from sin, death, and all your 
false gods. Including you. 

Since God has already done everything needed to secure 
your salvation through Jesus, you never have to do one 
single thing to earn God's favor, no matter how bad you are 
at following the rules. Still, being saved takes some getting 
used to. 

Get familiar with the word "grace." 

Grace means that God gives you all the good stuff —
forgiveness, salvation, love, and life, with all its ups and 
downs — as totally free gifts. Keep an eye out for 
situations in which you can use this word, and then use it 
liberally. You'll soon begin to see God's grace all around 
you. 

Practice letting go of things you love. 

Staying focused on yourself can make it difficult to open up 
to a grace-filled world. But giving of yourself, your time, 
and your possessions can put you in a receptive, open frame 
of mind. This is important, as salvation cannot be "found" 
by looking for it; it is only revealed. 

Lose yourself as often as possible. 

An important part of having a receptive frame of mind is 
losing yourself in whatever you're doing. To do this, give 
yourself over entirely to the activity. This can be 
accomplished in prayer and worship, but also through 

The Law says, "do this," and it's never done. 

Grace says, "believe in this," and everything 

is already done. 

—Martin Luther,  

Heidelberg Disputation (1518) 
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Follow Road to the Reformation on Facebook to get little-
known insights into Luther's everyday life and to track 
where Luther was day by day 500 years ago! 

Find Road to the Reformation on Facebook at https://
www.facebook.com/RoadtotheReformation) 

things like playing games, talking with friends and family, 
reading a good book, serving others, or playing a musical 
instrument. Even work can accomplish this. 

Admit your limitations. 

Without straying into despair or false modesty, make an 
honest confession to yourself about what you can and 
cannot do, what you are and what you are not. When you 
see yourself realistically you become more open to God's 
message of love, grace, and salvation. 

Accept your uniqueness. 

In God's eyes, you were so valuable as to merit the 
ultimate sacrifice of his Son, even before you spoke your 
first words. God will spend your whole life trying to 
convince you of this. When you accept that to God you are 
priceless beyond imagining it becomes easier to understand 
why God chose to save you. 

Spend time in worship and prayer to the living God.  

While only God grants the faith that saves, the church 
gives lots of opportunities where God has promised to 
come to you.  

Avoid the temptation to "do." 

The "old Adam" or "old Eve" in you — the sinner in you 
— always wants to be in charge over God. He or she will 
tell you that God's grace is too good to be true and that you 
must "do" something to earn or justify it. Simply remind 
him or her that you were baptized into Jesus Christ and 
have all the grace you need. 

Be Aware 

 The apostle Paul's summary of the Gospel goes like 
this "For by grace you have been saved through faith 
and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God — 
not the result of works, so that no one may 
boast" (Ephesians 2:8-9).  

 This viewpoint about God's grace, even among many 
Christians, is unpopular, as it was when Martin Luther 
and the reformers reminded the church of it almost 500 
years ago. Be aware that once you adopt it you will 
come under fire and be tempted to lapse back into the 
old way. 

From The Lutheran Handbook II, Augsberg Fortress Press, 2007. 

How to Tell the Difference Between Cheap 

Grace and Regular Grace 

The Lutheran understanding of grace is often summed up 
by Ephesians 2:8-9, "For by grace you have been saved 
through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift 
of God — not the result of works, so that no one may 
boast." The term "cheap grace" applies when a person 
knowingly uses God’s grace as a justification for sin — by 
commission or omission. The following rationales usually 
signal the presence of cheap grace: 

"I know God will forgive me, so I'm going to anyway." 

No sin is unforgivable. However, as Paul writes in Romans 
2:4, "Do you realize that God's kindness is meant to lead us 
to repentance?" 

"Jesus threw out the old law and made a new law.”  

Jesus conquered sin, death, and the power of the devil when 
he died and rose again. However, the law still applies. Jesus 
addressed this in his Sermon on the Mount when he said, 
"Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the 
prophets; I have come not to abolish but to 
fulfill" (Matthew 5:17). 

"It's easier to ask for forgiveness than permission. 

If so, you're probably looking for a helping of cheap grace. 
Isaiah 66:2 says God looks to the "humble and contrite in 
spirit." God doesn't call us to go through the motions of 
asking forgiveness as a formality. People aren't truly 
"contrite" if they knew in advance they were about to do 
something wrong. 

“Sin boldly." 

Many well-meaning Lutherans invoke this partial quote by 
Martin Luther to justify their sins. In fact, Luther intended 
to refute cheap grace when he said, "Sin boldly, but believe 
and rejoice in Christ even more boldly, for he is victorious 
over sin, death, and the world." Your identity in Christ is 
the critical thing; glossing over sin with half-truths only 
obscures this. 

Be Aware 

 Humans manufacture cheap grace. Regular grace pops 
out of nowhere, undeserved, uncontrived, and 
dismantles all your self-justifications before Christ 
because it comes straight from God. 

 Paul reminds us in Romans 6:1-2, "What then are we to 
say? Should we continue in sin in order that grace may 
abound? By no means! How can we who died to sin go 
on living in it?" 

 Antinomian is a fancy word for someone who indulges 
in "cheap grace." (Anti = "against," Nomian = "law.") 

From The Lutheran Handbook II, Augsberg Fortress Press, 2007. 
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Pas to r al  A c t s  
Baptisms 

Natalie Grace Fairbanks – March 19  

Need to Get the Word Out? 

Articles for the weekly Courier are due each Monday by 
noon for the following weekend’s issue.  

Articles for the May Vineyard are due by noon on April 15. 
Early submissions are always welcome! 

Please email articles for the Vineyard and Courier to Sue 
Zillman at s.zillman@att.net, or place handwritten articles 
in Sue’s mailbox. If you have any questions, please email or 
call Deb Arcilla at: (630) 897-6891 ext. 27. 

S t.  M a r k ’ s  S ta f f  

Pastor Patricia Geiseman  
Pastor 

Ext. 15 
pgeiseman@stmarksaurora.net 

Pastor Paul Olson  
Interim Pastor 

Ext. 13 
polson@stmarksaurora.net 

Kristin Young 
Director of Worship & the Arts 

Ext. 16 
kyoung@stmarksaurora.net 

Kari Reiseck 
Director of Youth and Family Ministry 

Ext. 22 
kreiseck@stmarksaurora.net 

Sue Hilderbrand 
Director of Bell Choir 

Ext. 24 
shilderbrand@stmarksaurora.net 

Sue Zillman 
Interim Communications Manager 

630-879-2195 
s.zillman@att.net 

Deb Arcilla 
Office Manager 

Ext. 10 
darcilla@stmarksaurora.net 

John Themanson 
Finance Administrator 

Ext. 19 
jthemanson@stmarksaurora.net 

Al Lettow 
Facility Manager 

Ext. 12 
facilitymgr@stmarksaurora.net 

Jean Clementz 
Faith Community Nurse 

Ext. 23 
jean.clementz@presencehealth.org 

Jim Erickson 
Financial Secretary 

630-897-0291 
jerickson@stmarksaurora.net 

Colette Patterson - Moon 
Director, Child Development Center 

630-897-6063 
stmarksdir@att.net  

Terese Ruppel 
Nursery Coordinator 

630-466-1036 
ter60554@gmail.com  

C o u n c i l  M e m b e r s  

Don Friend 
Council President 

(630) 892-6616 
donaldfrnd@yahoo.com 

Preston Runyan 
Treasurer 

(630) 466-7831 
blkcr1957@yahoo.com 

Rick Jansen 
Property 

(630) 253-3800 
sigmolding@yahoo.com 

Jeanne Flynn 
Member 

(630) 896-6312 
flynn64sq@sbcglobal.net 

Julie Simpson 
Member 

(630) 212-6413 
djsimp480@hotmail.com 

Lindsay Meyer  
Member 

(630) 207-2668 
lindsay.meyer84@gmail.com 

Heather Rehg 
Member 

(630) 801-4121 
rehg@comcast.net 

Carol Reiseck 
Member 

630-554-4255 
carol.reiseck@cuchicago.edu 

Smile – and Support St. Mark’s 

If you shop on Amazon, you can support St. Mark’s by 
shopping on AmazonSmile instead. What’s AmazonSmile? 
AmazonSmile (smile.amazon.com) is a website operated 
by Amazon that is exactly the same as Amazon, except 
that when you when you shop there, the AmazonSmile 
Foundation will donate 0.5% of the price of eligible 
purchases to St. Mark’s.  

Here’s how it works: Go to AmazonSmile 
(smile.amazon.com) and click “select.” Search for St. 
Mark’s Lutheran Church Aurora and select it as your 
charity. (Note: It is listed as “St. Marks” – without the 
apostrophe.) Then just go to smile.amazon.com rather than 
amazon.com (change your bookmark right now) for your 
shopping. There is no cost to St. Mark’s and Amazon does 
not deduct any fees, so smile, shop and support St. Mark’s!  

Palm Sunday Pancake Breakfast 

Pancakes, sausage, coffee, juice and milk will be served in 
Sanctuary Hall on Sunday, April 9, from 9:30 to 11:00 a.m. 
to benefit the Pillowcase Dress Ministry.  

The Pillowcase Dress Ministry has made over 1,000 dresses 
to date – that’s over 1,000 smiles on little girls’ faces! No 
sign-up is needed. See you there! 

Thank You to . . .  

March Hesed House volunteers, and all who donated to the 
January-February food drive.  

Planning a Baptism or a Wedding? 

Visit the Welcome Center for a Planning for a Baptism at 
St. Mark’s brochure or a Planning for a Wedding at St. 
Mark’s brochure. 



Servers for Worship  
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April 1 & 2 Saturday, 5:00pm Sunday, 9:00am Sunday, 10:30am 

Acolytes TBA Michelle Gorney TBA 

Adult Worship Assistants Bob Johnson Greg Jackman - 

A/V Desk Kasey Minard Scott Thompson Jill Fox 

Altar Care Al Lettow Team A Team A 

Bread Baker Pam Krasinski Pam Krasinski Pam Krasinski 

Hospitality Team A. Lettow, S. & L. Tomlin Team A - Mark Perry Team A—Deb Steinheimer 

Reader Kathy Walz Team A Team A 

Welcome Center Hosts TBA Team A Team A 

April 8 & 9    

Acolytes Katie Ulrich, Gabe Gooch Cara Davenport, Michelle Gorney Kyle Rucka 

Adult Worship Assistants Bob Johnson Anna Themanson - 

A/V Desk Nancy Clark Fred Krueger TBA 

Altar Care Kasey Minard Team B Team B 

Bread Baker Matt Greising Matt Greising Matt Greising 

Hospitality Team J. & C. Toynton, S. Kuhn Team B - Bruce Wood Team B—Youth Group 

Reader Clare Toynton Team B Team B 

Welcome Center Hosts TBA Team B Team B 

April 15 & 16      Easter    

Acolytes Gabe Gooch Cara Davenport TBA 

Adult Worship Assistants Bob Johnson Greg Jackman - 

A/V Desk Kathy Walz Dan Hawks Melvin Smith 

Altar Care Erik Egeland Team C Team C 

Bread Baker Susan Manning/Pam Krasinski Susan Manning/Pam Krasinski Susan Manning/Pam Krasinski 

Hospitality Team T. & P. O’Connell, D. Bryant Team C - John & Terry Thorsen Team C - Gordon Olp 

Reader Clare Toynton Team C Team C 

Welcome Center Hosts TBA Team C Team C 

April 22 & 23   

Acolytes TBA TBA TBA 

Adult Worship Assistants Bob Johnson Greg Jackman - 

A/V Desk Sheila Johnson Matt Greising Mark Hipp 

Altar Care Virgil Ostreng Team D Team D 

Bread Baker Jens Jensen Jens Jensen Jens Jensen 

Hospitality Team V. Ostreng, M. Hicks, K. Walz Team D—John & terry Thorsen Team D 

Reader Miriam Hicks Team D Team D 

Welcome Center Hosts TBA Team D Team D 

April 29 & 30  (5th Weekend) 

Acolytes TBA TBA TBA 

Adult Worship Assistants Bob Johnson Greg Jackman - 

A/V Desk Nancy Clark TBA TBA 

Altar Care Don Bryant Team B—Bruce Wood Team B - Youth Group 

Bread Baker Pam Krasinski Pam Krasinski Pam Krasinski 

Hospitality Team D. Bryant, A. Lettow, S.& L. Tomlin  Team B Team B 

Reader Bob Johnson Team B Team B 

Welcome Center Hosts TBA Team B Team B 



Non-profit Org. 

U.S. Postage 
PAID 
Aurora, Illinois 

Permit No. 32 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church is  

a member congregation of  

the Evangelical Lutheran Church 

in America. 

www.stmarksaurora.net 

www.facebook.com/stmarksaurora 
 

 

St. Mark's Lutheran Church 
27 South Edgelawn Drive 
Aurora, IL 60506 
 

Phone: (630) 897-6891 
Fax: (630) 897-4842 
Web: www.stmarksaurora.net 
 

 

Address Service Requested 


