
Advent Week 3

Expecting
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because 
he has anointed me. He has sent me to bring 
good news to the oppressed, to bind up the 
brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the 
captives and to release the prisoner
(Isaiah 61)

SCRIPTURE READING

Isaiah 61:1-11
Luke 4:16-21

God’s Holy Spirit brings with it the gifts of 
salvation and righteousness—far greater gifts 
than sparkly things and new stuff.
 

In this week’s reading, the Prophet Isaiah was 
writing to the people of Israel at the time of 
their exile in Babylon. Even though they had 
sinned and were away from all that was familiar, 
God still promised a better future. One day 
God would adorn the people with salvation and 
righteousness.
 

Coupled with the reading from the prophet, 
is our reading from the Gospel of Luke. Here 
we encounter Jesus standing in front of his 
hometown synagogue, taking the ancient scroll 
and reading from Isaiah, but in the first-person. 
Shocking! Imagine hearing Jesus speaking as 
if … as if he were God! What wonderful news 
for the oppressed, the broken-hearted, those in 
captivity, those being held in prisons.
 

As we wait for the Christ Child, we can imagine 
Israel holding her breath in anticipation of the 
promised Spirit. And, yet, we wonder if the 
promise is still offered to us today.

PRAYER

God of hope, you call us home
from the exile of selfish oppression 
to the freedom of justice, 
the balm of healing and the joy of sharing.
Make us strong to join you in your holy work
as friends of strangers and victims, 
companions of those whom others shun,
and as bringers of happiness to 
those whose hearts are broken,
We make our prayer through
Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

REFLECTION

• Where is God calling you to confess sin and bear fruits worthy of repentance?


