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St. Mark’s Lutheran Church  
Ash Wednesday 

Wednesday, February 22 – 11:00 AM 
Wednesday, February 22 – 7:00 PM 

 
 

 

welcome & announcements 
 

prelude 
“Beautiful Savior” 
arranged by Mark Hayes 
Kristin Young, piano solo 
 

call to worship (stand) 
 

God sets the prisoners free, 
And lifts those who are bowed down. 
God watches over the stranger, 
And upholds those in need. 
God reigns in justice forever. 
Thanks be to God! 
 

confession & forgiveness 
 
We confess our sins before God and one another. 
 
Pause for silence and reflection. 
 
God of grace and mercy, 
We admit to you, to ourselves, and to this community that we have caused harm to 
others through our actions and through our failure to act. Give us the humility to 
accept our failings and make things right where we can. Forgive us and help us to 
forgive ourselves. 
 
Nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. In that love God forgives you 
all your sin, for the sake of our savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
“Kyrie” (ELW 154) 
 
Music: Moss No 1, Avon Gillespie 
Music © 1987GIA Publishers, Inc. 
 

Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy; have mercy, O Lord. 
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pastoral greeting  
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with all of you. 
 

hymn of grace 
“Jesus Loves Me!” (ELW 595) 
 
Text: Anna B. Warner, 1820-1915, alt. 
Music: JESUS LOVES ME, William B. Bradbury, 1816-1868 
 
Verse 1  
Jesus loves me! this I know, 
for the Bible tells me so; 
little ones to him belong, 
they are weak, but he is strong. 
 
Refrain 
Yes, Jesus loves me, 
yes, Jesus loves me, 
yes, Jesus loves me, 
the Bible tells me so. 
 
Verse 2  
Jesus loves me! he who died 
heaven's gates to open wide; 
he will wash away my sin, 
let his little child come in.  Refrain 
 
Verse 3  
Jesus loves me! he will stay 
close beside me all the way; 
when at last I come to die, 
he will take me home on high.  Refrain 
 

prayer of the day 
Let us pray.  
Mothering God, 
You call us to be like children, humble and reliant on you for all our needs. Turn us 
from seeking after greatness for ourselves, that we might be of love and service to 
others. Amen. 
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holy gospel 
Matthew 18:1-9 
 

At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Who is the greatest in the kingdom of 
heaven?” He called a child, whom he put among them, and said, “Truly I tell you, unless you 
change and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. Whoever  
 
becomes humble like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. Whoever 
welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me. 6 

 

“If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little ones who believe in me, it 
would be better for you if a great millstone were fastened around your neck and you were 
drowned in the depth of the sea. Woe to the world because of stumbling blocks! 
Occasions for stumbling are bound to come, but woe to the one by whom the stumbling 
block comes!  
 
“If your hand or your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off and throw it away; it is better 
for you to enter life maimed or lame than to have two hands or two feet and to be thrown 
into the eternal fire. And if your eye causes you to stumble, tear it out and throw it away; it 
is better for you to enter life with one eye than to have two eyes and to be thrown into the 
hell of fire.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 

sermon 
Pastor Patrick Fish 
 
 

hymn of the day (stand) 
“Just As I Am, Without One Plea” (ELW 592) 
 
Text: Charlotte Elliott, 1789-1871 
Music: WOODWORTH, William B. Bradbury, 1816-1868 
 

Verse 1  
Just as I am, without one plea, 
but that thy blood was shed for me, 
and that thou bidd'st me come to thee, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
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Verse 2  
Just as I am, though tossed about 
with many a conflict, many a doubt, 
fightings and fears within, without, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 
Verse 3  
Just as I am, thou wilt receive, 
wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 
because thy promise I believe, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come, 
 
Verse 4  
Just as I am; thy love unknown 
has broken ev'ry barrier down; 
now to be thine, yea, thine alone, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 

Ash Wednesday reading 
Psalm 51:1-12 
 
Have mercy on me, O God, 
according to your steadfast love; 
according to your abundant mercy 
blot out my transgressions. 
Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, 
and cleanse me from my sin. 
For I know my transgressions, 
and my sin is ever before me. 
Against you, you alone, have I sinned, 
and done what is evil in your sight, 
so that you are justified in your sentence 
and blameless when you pass judgment. 
Indeed, I was born guilty, 
a sinner when my mother conceived me. 
You desire truth in the inward being; 
therefore teach me wisdom in my secret heart. 
Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 
wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 
Let me hear joy and gladness; 
let the bones that you have crushed rejoice. 
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Hide your face from my sins, 
and blot out all my iniquities. 
Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
and put a new and right spirit within me. 
Do not cast me away from your presence, 
and do not take your holy spirit from me. 
Restore to me the joy of your salvation, 
and sustain in me a willing spirit. 
 
Word of God, word of life 
Thanks be to God.  

 
 
 
 
 

invitation to imposition of ashes 
“In Christ Alone” 
by Keith & Kristyn Getty 
Kristin Young, vocal solo 
 
Almighty God, you have created us out of the dust of the earth. 
May these ashes be a sign of our mortality and penitence, reminding us 
that only by the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ are we given eternal life; 
through the same Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
  
prayers of intercession 
Trusting in the promise of Jesus Christ’s unending love, we pray for the church, the world, 
and all who are in need. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
Mothering God, make our hearts like those of children—humble, trusting, and willing to 
believe. Help us receive you as the little ones do.  
 
All creation suffers when sin has its way in the world. Cleanse us of sin so that this earth 
might be restored to wholeness.  
Merciful God, 
Hear our prayer. 

Those who desire to receive ashes, 
please come forward. 
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Help us to acknowledge our brokenness so that in acceptance we might seek 
transformation. On this Ash Wednesday remind us that though we are dust, we have also 
been created in your image.  
 
The evils of this world cause so many to suffer. Restore to wholeness all who are in need of 
your healing, especially . . . 
Merciful God, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
As you redeem our world of its sin, bring us together—peoples of different nations, 
perspectives, and faith traditions—woven into a tapestry of unity.  
 
 
With all the saints we strive to be more than the brokenness that cripples us. We seek 
healing and wholeness for all people.  
Merciful God, 
Hear our prayer. 
 

We lift these prayers to you, Gracious God, in the name of your son, Jesus Christ, our 
savior. Amen. 
 

sharing the peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
(The congregation now takes time to exchange a greeting of peace)  
 

the offering of our gifts  
“Create in Me a Clean Heart” (11 a.m.) 
by John Carter 
Sue Hilderbrand & Kristin Young, vocal duet 
 

“Create in Me a Clean Heart” (7 p.m.) 
by John Carter 
Lion’s Voice Choir 
 

offertory response 
“What Have We to Offer?” (W&P 156 – Verses 1 & 3) 
 
Text: Ray Makeever 
© 1982 Ray Makeever, admin. Augsburg Fortress 
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Verse 1  
What have we to offer? 
What have we to share? 
Coins from the coffer, 
hearts filled with care. 
God will not falter; 
so let us dare 
lay it at the altar there. 
 

Verse 3  
What have we to offer? 
What have we to give? 
Eyes that are wide open; 
lies that we won’t live; 
truth that must be spoken; 
justice somehow. 
Lay it at the altar now. 
 
Ending  
What have we to offer? 
What have we to give? 
Lives we will live. 
 

offertory prayer (stand) 
Let us pray. 
All that we have is yours, O God. Keep us ever mindful that, like children, we are fully 
reliant on you for all that we need. These gifts we offer are but a small portion of what 
you have first given us. Accept them, and bless them for your work of caring for all 
people. Amen. 
 

the great thanksgiving 
 
The Lord be with you, 
And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts, 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy that we should 
at all times and in all places give thanks and praise . . .  
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We praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
“Holy, Holy, Holy” 
(ELW Setting Two, page 130) 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

communion 
 
Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray . . . 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come. Your will be done 
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive 
those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 

lamb of God 
(ELW Setting Two, page 135) 
 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
grant us peace. 
 

communion anthem 
“How Can I Be Free from Sin” (11 a.m.) 
by Graham Kendrick & Steve Thompson 
Kristin Young, vocal solo 
 
“The Lamb” (7 p.m.) 
by Gerald Coleman 
arr. by Susan Hansen & John Behnke 
Glory Ringers Bell Choir 
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the distribution 
 

post-communion prayer (stand) 
 

blessing 
 

sending hymn 
“Ashes” (Gather hymnal 883) 
 
Text: Tom Conry 
Music: Tom Conry 
© 1978, New Dawn Music 
 

Verse 1 
We rise again from ashes, 
from the good we’ve failed to do. 
We rise again from ashes, 
to create ourselves anew. 
If all our world is ashes, 
then must our lives be true, 
an offering of ashes, 
an offering to you. 
 
Verse 2 
We offer you our failures, 
we offer you attempts. 
The gifts not fully given, 
the dreams not fully dreamt. 
Give our stumblings direction, 
give our visions wider view, 
an offering of ashes, 
an offering to you. 
 
Verse 3 
Then rise again from ashes, 
let healing come to pain. 
Though spring has turned to winter, 
and sunshine turned to rain. 
The rain we’ll use for growing, 
and create the world anew 
from an offering of ashes, 
an offering to you. 
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Verse 4 
Thanks be to the Father, 
who made us like himself.  
Thanks be to the Son, 
who saved us by his death. 
Thanks be to the Spirit, 
who creates the world anew 
from an offering of ashes, 
an offering to you. 
 

dismissal  
Go in Peace. Make room for God. 
Walk the way of kindness. Love with generosity. 
Thanks be to God.  
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