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St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
Advent 4  

“Tapestry of Light” Cantata 
December 18, 5 p.m. and December 19, 10 a.m. 

 

welcome/announcements 
 

confession 
The Lord says, search for me, you will find me; if you seek me with all your heart, I will let 
you find me, says the LORD. 
 

Healing God, 
We come into this house broken and lost. We bring our worries and our fears. We 
bring the weight of having acted out in ways that hurt others, you, and ourselves. We 
wonder if there will ever be a time when light will find us. Forgive what we have done 
and heal us, for the sake of the one who gave everything for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 

God offers light and healing. God invites us into a new way of being. Despite our sin, God 
forgives. Receive and welcome God’s forgiveness, of the entirety of your sins, in the name 
of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, Amen. 
 

confession response 
“Come Now, O Prince of Peace” (ELW 247) 
 
Text: Geon-yong Lee, b. 1947; tr. Marion Pope 
Text © Geonyong Lee. 
 

Come now, O Prince of peace, make us one body. 
Come, O Lord Jesus, reconcile your people. 
 

advent candle litany 
 

Just as the first believers longed for a joy to end the trials of sadness, so we too long for a 
joy to stir our hearts. But soon, a savior shall be given . . . 
 

A savior to bring hope . . . 
 

A savior to deliver peace . . .  
 

A savior filled with love overflowing . . . 
 

One who is light shining in the darkness, and the darkness did not – and cannot – 
overcome it. 
 
With the light, the flame of joy, may we all gaze upon him in wonder. 
 
No one has seen God, but may we catch a glimpse of joy at the babe in the manger. 
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“Christ, Be Our Light!” 
 

© 1993 and this Arr. © 2013 Bernadette Farrell 
Published by OCP 
 

Cantor sings verse 1 
 

Congregation sings: 
Christ, be our light! 
Shine in our hearts. 
Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light! 
Shine in your church gathered today. 
 

greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy  
Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

prayer of the day                                                                                                                          
God of light, 
You walked the earth when you created it. You walked it again when Word became 
flesh. Remind us that you walk with us still.  
Amen.  
 

“Tapestry of Light” 
by Joseph M. Martin 
presented by The Lion’s Voice Choir 
under the direction of Kristin Young 
 
Introduction 
Kristin Young 
 
Genesis - 1:1-3  
Light the first candle 
Song: “Carols of Hope and Light” 
 
Isaiah 40:3-5 
Isaiah 42:6   
Song: “Longing for the Light” 
 
Isaiah 35:1-2  
Light the second candle 
Song: “An Advent Garden” 
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Isaiah 7:14 
Luke 1:26-33  
Song: “The Holy Child of Mary” 
 
Isaiah 9:6 
Luke 2:1-7  
Light the 3rd candle 
Song: “O Wondrous Night” 
 
Luke 2:8-14  
Light the 4th candle 
Song: “A Celtic Noel” 
 
Isaiah 60:1-3  
Matthew 2:1-2 
Light the 5th candle 
Song: “Carols of the Quest”  
 

Matthew 5:14-16  
Light the 6th candle 
Song: “A Celtic Gloria!” 
 
John 8:12  
Light the 7th candle 
Song: “Bethlehem Night” 
 

John 1:1-4 
Light the remaining candles 
Song: “Carols of Celebration”   
 

Thank you to our narrators: Pastor Charisse Jensen, Pastor Patrick Fish, Clare Toynton, 
Alisa Creaney, Greg Jackman, Faith Greising, Miriam Wade-Hicks, Anna Gonzales and 
Debbie Steinheimer 
 
 

hymn of the day 
“What Feast of Love” (ELW 487) 
 
Text: Delores Dufner, OSB, b. 1939 
Text © 1993 Delores Dufner, OSB. Published by OCP Publications 

 
  



4 
 

Verse 1  
What feast of love is offered here, 
what banquet come from heaven? 
What food of everlasting life, 
what gracious gift is given? 
This, this is Christ the king, 
the bread come down from heaven. 
Oh, taste and see and sing! 
How sweet the manna given! 
 
Verse 2  
What light of truth is offered here, 
what covenant from heaven? 
What hope of everlasting life, 
what wondrous word is given? 
This, this is Christ the king, 
the sun come down from heaven. 
Oh, see and hear and sing! 
The Word of God is given! 
 
Verse 3  
What wine of love is offered here, 
what crimson drink from heaven? 
What stream of everlasting life, 
what precious blood is given? 
This, this is Christ the king, 
the sweetest wine of heaven. 
Oh, taste and see and sing! 
The Son of God is given! 
 

prayers of intercession 
We pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

The season of waiting is nearly over. Focus our eyes on you, that we might not miss the 
One who comes to show us the way of light. Count us not among those who neither 
recognize nor accept our Lord because we are too distracted by non-essential things, or 
because we are convinced of our own way.  
Creator God, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
You spoke a word, and all was created. Your word sustained your chosen people over 
centuries of hardship and joy. And your Word became flesh and dwelt among us. 
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Reawaken us to the true power and blessing of this Word to transform the world. 
Creator God, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
It can be difficult, Lord, to pause from all our preparations and rest in your presence. 
Renew our spirits and prepare our hearts to receive the gift of your son.  
Creator God, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
The darkness has not overcome your light, O Lord. Shine into the lives of those who 
struggle to see it, clouded by worries, challenges, or crises. Heal them with a word and put 
your grateful praise on their lips. We bring before you especially . . .  
Creator God, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
With John and all who proclaimed your promised Messiah, we join the chorus of praise. 
Tune our voices to glorify you always with the choir immortal.  
Creator God, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
We give you thanks that you have heard us. Receive our prayers and all those for whom 
we pray into your compassionate embrace, for the sake of Jesus.  
Amen. 
 

sharing the peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
(The congregation now takes time to exchange a greeting of peace)  
 

the offering of our gifts 
“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”  
arranged by Mark Hayes; Kristin Young, piano 
 
offertory response 
“Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” (ELW 490) 
 
Text: Liturgy of St. James; tr. Gerard Moultrie, 1829-1885, alt. 
 

Verse 1 
Let all mortal flesh keep silence, 
and with fear and trembling stand; 
ponder nothing earthly-minded, 
for with blessing in his hand 
Christ our God to earth descending 
comes full homage to demand. 
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offertory prayer (stand) 
Holy God,  
Thank you for sending us your Holy Spirit. Come and fill our hearts and minds with 
your gifts of faith, hope and love. Guide our ways, direct our hearts, and lead us in 
generously sharing our gifts, the gifts that you first gave to us. Cultivate your grace 
and mercy in our community.  
We pray in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 

the great thanksgiving  
The Lord be with you, 
And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts, 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy that we should 
at all times and in all places give thanks and praise . . .  
 

We praise your name and join their unending hymn. 
 

holy, holy, holy (sung) 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.  
 

meal 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray . . . 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come. Your will be done 
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive 
those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
the distribution  
 

communion hymn 
“He Came Down” (ELW 253) 
 

Text: Cameroon traditional  
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Verse 1 
He came down that we may have love; 
he came down that we may have love; 
he came down that we may have love; 
hallelujah forevermore. 
 
Verse 2 
He came down that we may have light; 
he came down that we may have light; 
he came down that we may have light; 
hallelujah forevermore. 
 
Verse 3 
He came down that we may have peace; 
he came down that we may have peace; 
he came down that we may have peace; 
hallelujah forevermore. 
 
Verse 4 
He came down that we may have joy; 
he came down that we may have joy; 
he came down that we may have joy; 
hallelujah forevermore. 
 

post-communion prayer  
 

blessing 
 

sending song 
“O Word of God, Incarnate” (ELW 514)           
 
Text: William W. How, 1823-1897, alt. 
 

Verse 1 
O Word of God incarnate, 
O Wisdom from on high, 
O Truth unchanged, unchanging, 
O Light of our dark sky: 
we praise you for the radiance 
that from the hallowed page, 
a lantern to our footsteps, 
shines on from age to age. 
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Verse 2 
The church from you, dear Master, 
received the gift divine; 
and still that light is lifted 
o'er all the earth to shine. 
It is the chart and compass 
that, all life's voyage through, 
mid mists and rocks and quicksands 
still guides, O Christ, to you. 
 
Verse 3 
Oh, make your church, dear Savior, 
a lamp of burnished gold 
to bear before the nations 
your true light, as of old; 
oh, teach your wand'ring pilgrims 
by this their path to trace, 
till, clouds and darkness ended, 
they see you face to face. 
 

dismissal  
Go in peace, serve the Lord.  
Thanks be to God! 
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