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St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
Advent 1 

November 27/28, 2021 
 

 

welcome/announcements  
 

word  
gospel reading (sit) 
 

John 14:27 
The Holy Gospel according to John, the 14th chapter 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

“Peace I leave with you . . .” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

prelude 
 

“Every Promise of Your Word” (Saturday) 
by Keith and Kristyn Getty 
Kristin Young, vocal solo 
 
 “Every Promise of Your Word” (Sunday) 
by Keith and Kristyn Getty 
Bradley Reimer, drums 
Kristin Young, vocal solo 
 
confession 
The Lord says, search for me, you will find me; if you seek me with all your heart, I will let 
you find me, says the LORD. 
 

Healing God, 

We come into this house broken and lost. We bring our worries and our fears. We 
bring the weight of having acted out in ways that hurt others, you, and ourselves. We 
wonder if there will ever be a time when light will find us. Forgive what we have done 
and heal us, for the sake of the one who gave everything for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

God offers light and healing. God invites us into a new way of being. Despite our sin, God 
forgives. Receive and welcome God’s forgiveness, of the entirety of your sins, in the name 
of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.  
Amen. 
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confession response 
“Come Now O Prince of Peace” (ELW 247) 
 
Text: Geon-yong Lee, b. 1947; tr. Marion Pope 
Text © Geonyong Lee. 
 

Come now, O Prince of peace, make us one body. 
Come, O Lord Jesus, reconcile your people. 
 

advent candle litany 
Just as Jeremiah spoke to a nation in despair, we see a world suffering, and struggle with 
our own challenges, wondering ‘How long, O Lord?’ 
 

But Jeremiah speaks a word of hope, proclaiming God’s promise of restoration, even if 
we must wait patiently for it. 
 

We light this candle as a sign of that expectant hope. 
A flame of anticipation that points to God’s mighty deeds in a dark world desperate 
for God’s radiant love. 
 
 

“Christ, Be Our Light!” 
 

© 1993 and this Arr. © 2013 Bernadette Farrell 
Published by OCP 
 

Verse 1 sung by cantor 
 

Christ, be our light! 
Shine in our hearts. 
Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light! 
Shine in your church gathered today. 
 

greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

prayer of the day 
God of hope, 
How often have we found ourselves in exile feeling separated from your presence? 
You are God of light and new beginnings. In the darkness, your shine your light. 
Restore us and help those of us seeking your presence to find you.  
 

children’s message (Sunday) 
 
 
 



3 
 

reading  
Jereimiah 29:1, 4-14 
 

“These are the words . . .” 
  
Word of God, word of life, 
Thanks be to God. 
 

sermon  
Pastor Patrick Fish 
 

hymn of the day (stand) 
“Come Thou Long Expected Jesus “(ELW 254) 
 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788 
 
Come, thou long-expected Jesus, 
born to set thy people free; 
from our fears and sins release us; 
let us find our rest in thee. 
Israel's strength and consolation, 
hope of all the earth thou art, 
dear desire of ev'ry nation, 
joy of ev'ry longing heart. 
 
Born thy people to deliver, 
born a child, and yet a king; 
born to reign in us forever, 
now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
By thine own eternal Spirit 
rule in all our hearts alone; 
by thine all-sufficient merit                                                                                                                                                     
raise us to thy glorious throne. 
 

prayers of intercession 
 

We pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 
 

(A brief silence.) 
 

We do not always like what we are being asked to do, O Lord. Life is one way, and we 
would like it to be another. We’re not in the right place, doing the right thing at the time 
we would prefer. Show us, Lord, that where we are now is exactly where you need us to be 
and assure us of the blessings which you have promised.  
Comforting God, 
Hear our prayer. 
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You give us a peace which the world cannot, O Lord. Discourage us from seeking after 
temporary assurances or flimsy hopes. Instill generosity within us during a season that can 
often become a frantic scramble to take care of our own concerns. Open us to the 
unfolding mystery of your presence among us.  
Comforting God, 
Hear our prayer. 
 

We give you thanks for a time to pause in gratitude for all the blessings of our lives. We 
thank you for family, for food and shelter, for friends and neighbors and our church 
community. Bless all those who find themselves alone on holidays, whether by choice or 
otherwise, and make of us one great human family.  
Comforting God, 
Hear our prayer. 
 

There is more suffering in the world than we can sometimes comprehend, and yet you 
hold us all in the palm of your hand. Pour out your healing spirit on all who cry to you.  
Send a special blessing this day to  . . .  
Comforting God, 
Hear our prayer. 
 

Like saints before us who waited on the fulfillment of your word, we find our peace in your 
faithfulness to all generations. Uphold us with your promises still and assure us of our 
place among the heavenly throngs who adore you eternally.  
Comforting God, 
Hear our prayer. 
 

We have asked, and you have heard. Surround all those for whom we pray with your 
mercy, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

sharing the peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

(The congregation now takes time to exchange a greeting of peace.) (Sit) 
 

the offering of our gifts 
 

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” (Saturday) 
arranged by Mark Hayes 
Kristin Young, piano 
 
“Listen Here” (Sunday) 
by Jay Althouse 
Lion’s Voice Choir 
Laura Chen, Bradley Reimer, percussion 
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offertory response (stand) 
“Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” (ELW 490) 
 
Text: Liturgy of St. James; tr. Gerard Moultrie, 1829-1885, alt. 
 

Verse 1  
Let all mortal flesh keep silence, 
and with fear and trembling stand; 
ponder nothing earthly-minded, 
for with blessing in his hand 
Christ our God to earth descending 
comes full homage to demand. 
 
 

offertory prayer (stand) 
 

Holy God,  
Thank you for sending us your Holy Spirit. Come and fill our hearts and minds with 
your gifts of faith, hope and love. Guide our ways, direct our hearts, and lead us in 
generously sharing our gifts, the gifts that you first gave to us. Cultivate your grace 
and mercy in our community. We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
 

the great thanksgiving  
The Lord be with you, 
And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts, 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy that we should  
at all times and in all places give thanks and praise . . .  
We praise your name and join their unending hymn. 
 
 

holy, holy (sung) 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
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meal 
 

Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. . .  
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.  
Your kingdom come. Your will be done on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we  
forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial  
and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
the distribution 
 

communion hymn  
“O Come, O Come Emmanuel” (ELW 257) 
 
 

Text: Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Köln, 1710; tr. composite 
Text sts. 2, 6, 7 © 1997 Augsburg Fortress. 
 

Verse 1  

O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
and ransom captive Israel, 
that mourns in lonely exile here 
until the Son of God appear. 
 

Refrain 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
shall come to you, O Israel. 
 

Verse 2  
O come, O Wisdom from on high, 
embracing all things far and nigh: 
in strength and beauty come and stay; 
teach us your will and guide our way.  Refrain 
 

Verse 3  
O come, O come, O Lord of might, 
as to your tribes on Sinai's height 
in ancient times you gave the law 
in cloud, and majesty, and awe.  Refrain 
 

Verse 4  
O come, O Branch of Jesse, free 
your own from Satan's tyranny; 
from depths of hell your people save, 
and give them vict'ry o'er the grave.  Refrain 
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post-communion prayer  
 

blessing 
 

sending song 
“The King Shall Come” (ELW 260) 
 
Text: John Brownlie, 1859-1925 
 

Verse 1  
The King shall come when morning dawns 
and light triumphant breaks, 
when beauty gilds the eastern hills 
and life to joy awakes. 
 
Verse 2 
Not as of old a little child, 
to bear and fight and die, 
but crowned with glory like the sun 
that lights the morning sky. 
 
Verse 3 
Oh, brighter than the rising morn 
when Christ, victorious, rose 
and left the lonesome place of death, 
despite the rage of foes. 
 

Verse 4 
Oh, brighter than that glorious morn 
shall dawn upon our race 
the day when Christ in splendor comes, 
and we shall see his face. 
 

Verse 5 
The King shall come when morning dawns 
and light and beauty brings. 
Hail, Christ the Lord! Your people pray: 
come quickly, King of kings. 
 

dismissal  
Go in peace, serve the Lord.                                                                                                                                           
Thanks be to God! 
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