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St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
Pentecost 25 

November 13/14, 2021 
 

 

welcome/announcements  
 
prelude 
“Just as I Am” (Saturday) 
setting by Gordan Young 
Kristin Young, organ 
 
 “Higher Ground“ (Sunday) 
by Ellen Foncannon 
Roar Teen, Roar, FDL Kids,  
Sunday School Kids, 
Lion’s Voice Choir 
 

Sometimes I am low, Jesus lifts me higher. 
Sometimes I am low, Jesus lifts me higher. 
Sometimes I am low, Jesus lifts me higher. 

I'm standing on higher ground 
 

Higher ground, higher ground, 
Higher ground that's where I'm standing on. 

Higher ground, higher ground. 
I'm standing on higher ground. 

 
Sometimes I am sad, Jesus lifts me higher. 
Sometimes I am sad, Jesus lifts me higher. 
Sometimes I am sad, Jesus lifts me higher. 

I'm standing on higher ground. 
 

Higher round, higher ground, 
Higher ground, that's where I'm standing on. 

Higher ground, higher ground, 
I'm standing on higher ground. 

 
Sometimes I am mad, Jesus lifts me higher. 
Sometimes I am mad, Jesus lifts me higher. 
Sometimes I am mad, Jesus lifts me higher. 

I'm standing on higher ground. 
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Higher ground, higher ground, 
Higher ground that's where I'm standing on 

Higher ground, higher ground. 
I'm standing on higher ground. 

 
 
confession 
We confess our sins before God, and one another. 
 

(Silence for reflection.) 
 
We confess that we have sinned against you and each other. We have built walls 
instead of tables and have turned away homeless strangers. 
We have built walls in our hearts and turned away in anger. We have sought glory for 
ourselves and have treasured that which does not satisfy.  
Help us to love as you love, to welcome those you send, to offer reconciliation, and to 
treasure mercy and justice. Turn us from our ways to your ways and free us to serve 
those in need.  
 

Gracious God, who makes all things new, forgive our sin for Jesus’ sake and remember 
them no more. Lift up your hearts, you are loved and forgiven. 
Amen 
 

Kyrie 
(#154 in service music section of ELW) 
 

(congregation, sing twice) 
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy, have mercy, O Lord. 
 
opening hymn  
“God is Here” (ELW 526) 
Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000 
Text © 1979 Hope Publishing Company 
 

Verse 1 
God is here! As we your people 
meet to offer praise and prayer, 
may we find in fuller measure 
what it is in Christ we share. 
Here, as in the world around us, 
all our varied skills and arts 
wait the coming of the Spirit 
into open minds and hearts. 
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Verse 2  
Here are symbols to remind us 
of our lifelong need of grace; 
here are table, font, and pulpit; 
here the cross has central place. 
Here in honesty of preaching, 
here in silence, as in speech, 
here, in newness and renewal, 
God the Spirit comes to each. 
 
Verse 3 
Here our children find a welcome 
in the Shepherd's flock and fold; 
here as bread and wine are taken, 
Christ sustains us as of old. 
Here the servants of the Servant 
seek in worship to explore 
what it means in daily living 
to believe and to adore. 
 
Verse 4  
Lord of all, of church and kingdom, 
in an age of change and doubt, 
keep us faithful to the gospel; 
help us work your purpose out. 
Here, in this day's dedication, 
all we have to give, receive; 
we, who cannot live without you, 
we adore you! We believe! 
 
greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

prayer of the day 
God of all people, 
Show us how to let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an every-
flowing stream. Create justice and righteousness in us, that all may rejoice in your 
blessings. Amen. 
 

word  
gospel reading (sit) 
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John 7:37-38 
The Holy Gospel according to John, the 7th chapter 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

“On the last day . . .” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

children’s message (Sunday) 
 

reading  
Amos 1:1-2; 5:14-15, 21-24 
 

“The words of Amos . . .” 
  
Word of God, word of life, 
Thanks be to God. 
 

sermon  
Pastor Patrick Fish 
 

hymn of the day (stand) 
“Let Streams of Living Justice“  (ELW 710 ) 
 
Text: William Whitla, b. 1934 
Text © 1989 William Whitla. 
 

Verse 1 
Let streams of living justice  
flow down upon the earth; 
give freedom's light to captives, . . . 
let all the poor have worth. 
The hungry's hands are pleading,  
the workers claim their rights, 
the mourners long for laughter,  
the blinded seek for sight. 
Make liberty a beacon,  
strike down the iron pow'r; 
abolish ancient vengeance:  
proclaim your people's hour. 
 

Verse 2 
For healing of the nations,  
for peace that will not end, 
for love that makes us lovers, 
God grant us grace to mend. 
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Weave our varied gifts together; 
knit our lives as they are spun; 
on your loom of time enroll us  
till our thread of life is run. 
O great weaver of our fabric, 
bind church and world in one; 
dye our texture with your radiance, 
light our colors with your sun. 
 

Verse 3  
Your city's built to music; 
we are the stones you seek; 
your harmony is language; 
we are the words you speak. 
Our faith we find in service, 
our hope in others' dreams, 
our love in hand of neighbor; 
our homeland brightly gleams. 
Inscribe our hearts with justice; 
your way—the path untried; 
your truth—the heart of stranger; 
your life—the Crucified. 
 
 

bible presentation to second graders 
 
prayers of intercession 
 

We pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 
 

(A brief silence.) 
 

Our songs of praise, offerings of money and prayers for peace all ring hollow without our 
hands and feet working for your vision of reconciliation. May we never lose sight of 
what you are calling us to do, in favor of what looks or feels good.  
God of justice, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Until justice rolls down like waters and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream, you 
will not be satisfied. Give us a similar hunger for your vision in this world we share with 
all your people and all your creatures. Empower our witness and strengthen our voices.  
God of justice, 
Hear our prayer. 
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We remember those who have laid themselves on the line, and in some cases given their 
lives in service to their country. Heal their wounds, grant them fair access to treatment 
and services, and comfort the families of those who did not survive, assuring them that 
you hold their loved ones close.  
God of justice, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Lord, you invite all who thirst to come and drink of your living waters. Sustain the weary 
with your presence, and pour over them your healing, especially. . .  
God of justice, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Bless the memory of all those who have turned from evil and fought for what is good, 
your saints of all times and places. Give us courage to follow their lead, and together 
share in the riches of your eternal kingdom. God of justice, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
You hear us, O God, before we even ask, and yet you welcome our prayers and hold 
them all in your loving embrace. Gather these together with all those offered on this day, 
all over the world you have created. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
 
sharing the peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
(The congregation now takes time to exchange a greeting of peace.) (Sit) 
 

the offering of our gifts 
 

“God of Justice” (Saturday) 
by Tim Hughes 
Kristin Young, 
vocal solo 
 

“Beautiful Savior” (Sunday) 
Lion’s Voice Choir  
 
Text: Gesangbuch, Münster, 1677; tr. Joseph A. Seiss, 1823-1904 
 

Beautiful Savior, 
King of creation, 

Son of God and Son of Man! 
Truly I'd love thee, 
truly I'd serve thee, 

light of my soul, my joy, my crown. 
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 Fair are the meadows, 
fair are the woodlands, 

robed in flow'rs of blooming spring; 
Jesus is fairer, 
Jesus is purer, 

he makes our sorrowing spirit sing. 
 

 Fair is the sunshine, 
fair is the moonlight, 

bright the sparkling stars on high; 
Jesus shines brighter, 

Jesus shines purer 
than all the angels in the sky. 

 
 Beautiful Savior, 
Lord of the nations, 

Son of God and Son of Man! 
Glory and honor, 
praise, adoration, 

now and forevermore be thine! 
 

 

offertory prayer (stand) 
 

Holy God,  
Thank you for sending us your Holy Spirit. Come and fill our hearts and minds with 
your gifts of faith, hope and love. Guide our ways, direct our hearts, and lead us in 
generously sharing our gifts, the gifts that you first gave to us. Cultivate your grace 
and mercy in our community. We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
the great thanksgiving (sung, on Sunday) 
 

The Lord be with you, 
And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts, 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy that we should  
at all times and in all places give thanks and praise . . .  
 
We praise your name and join their unending hymn. 
 
holy, holy, holy (sung) 
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Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
meal 
 

Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. . .  
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.  
Your kingdom come. Your will be done on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we  
forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial  
and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
the distribution 
 
communion song  
“This Is Christ’s Body”  
 

Text: Anne Krentz Organ, b. 1960: Text © 2020 Augsburg Fortress 
 

This is Christ's body, broken and blest. 
Feed us with mercy and love. (with mercy and love.) 
We are Christ's body, broken and blest. 
Heal us and make us one. 
 

post-communion prayer  
 

blessing  
“Go Now in Peace” (Sunday) 
by Natalie Sleeth 
Roar Teen, Roar, FDL Kids, 
Lion’s Voice Choir 
 

Go now in peace. Go now in peace. 
May the love of God surround you 

Everywhere, everywhere, you may go. 
 

sending song 
“Lord, Dismiss Us With Your Blessing” (ELW 545) 
 
Text: attr. John Fawcett, 1740-1817, sts. 1-2, , alt.; 
 Godfrey Thring, 1823-1903, st. 3, alt. 
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Verse 1 

Lord, dismiss us with your blessing, 
fill our hearts with joy and peace; 
let us each, your love possessing, 
triumph in redeeming grace. 
Oh, refresh us; oh, refresh us, 
trav'ling through this wilderness. 
 
Verse 2 
Thanks we give and adoration 
for your gospel's joyful sound. 
May the fruits of your salvation 
in our hearts and lives abound. 
Ever faithful, ever faithful 
to your truth may we be found. 
 
Verse 3 
Savior, when your love shall call us 
from our struggling pilgrim way, 
let no fear of death appall us, 
glad your summons to obey. 
May we ever, may we ever 
reign with you in endless day. 
 

 
dismissal  
Go in peace, serve the Lord.                                                                                                                                           
Thanks be to God! 
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