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St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
Pentecost 17 

September 18/19, 2021 
 

welcome/announcements  
 

prelude 
“Impromptu in Ab, Op. 142, No. 2” 
by Franz Schubert 
Nancy Sen, piano 
 

confession and forgiveness   (stand)   

We confess our sins before God and one another. 
 

Pause for silence and reflection. 
 

Creator of all things, 
We have failed to care for all that you have made. 
We have squandered resources and oppress 
others. Forgive us for what we have done and 
have failed to do. Teach us how to be stewards of 
your creation with care and nurture. Amen. 
 
Our God will always love all that God has made. 
Although we sin, God forgives. Receive now the entire 
forgiveness of all your sins, granted as a gift from a 
loving God. In the name of Jesus, we pray.  Amen. 
 

Kyrie (sing 2 times) 
(#154 in service music section of ELW) 
 

Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy, have mercy, O lord. 
 

greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

gathering hymn  
“My Hope is Built on Nothing Less” (ELW  596) 
 
Text: Edward Mote, 1797-1874, alt. 
 

 
 
 



2 
 

Verse 1  
My hope is built on nothing less 
than Jesus' blood and righteousness, 
no merit of my own I claim, 
but wholly lean on Jesus' name. 
 
Refrain 
On Christ, the solid rock, I stand 
all other ground is sinking sand, 
all other ground is sinking sand. 
 
Verse 2  
When darkness veils his lovely face, 
I rest on his unchanging grace; 
in ev'ry high and stormy gale 
my anchor holds within the veil.  Refrain 
 
Verse 3  
His oath, his covenant, his blood 
sustain me in the raging flood; 
when all supports are washed away, 
he then is all my hope and stay.  Refrain 
 
Verse 4  
When he shall come with trumpet sound, 
oh, may I then in him be found, 
clothed in his righteousness alone, 
redeemed to stand before the throne!  Refrain 
 
prayer of the day 
God of promise, 
You stopped the hand of Abraham and fulfilled the promise that he would father a great 
nation. Keep your promises to us. Encourage us when we face challenges. Lift us up by 
your Spirit and lead us to be your faithful followers. Amen.  
 

word  
reading (sit) 
 

Psalm 86 – read responsively 
Incline your ear, O LORD, and answer me, for I am poor and needy.                                                               
Preserve my life, for I am devoted to you; save your servant who trusts in you. You are 
my God; be gracious to me, O Lord, for to you do I cry all day long. 
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Gladden the soul of your servant, for to you, O Lord, I lift up my soul.                                                                                       
For you, O Lord, are good and forgiving, abounding in steadfast love to all who call on 
you. 

Give ear, O LORD, to my prayer; listen to my cry of supplication.                                                                             
In the day of my trouble I call on you, for you will answer me. 

There is none like you among the gods, O Lord, nor are there any works like yours.                             
All the nations you have made shall come and bow down before you, O Lord, and shall 
glorify your name. 

For you are great and do wondrous things; you alone are God.                                                                             
Teach me your way, O LORD, that I may walk in your truth; give me an undivided heart 
to revere your name. 

I give thanks to you, O Lord my God, with my whole heart, and I will glorify your name 
forever.                                                                                                                                                                                                    
For great is your steadfast love toward me; you have delivered my soul from the depths 
of Sheol. 

O God, the insolent rise up against me; a band of ruffians seeks my life, and they do not 
set you before them.                                                                                                                                                                               
But you, O Lord, are a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in 
steadfast love and faithfulness. 

Turn to me and be gracious to me; give your strength to your servant; save the child of 
your serving girl.                                                                                                                                                                           
Show me a sign of your favor, so that those who hate me may see it and be put to 
shame, because you, LORD, have helped me and comforted me. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
children’s message  
 
reading  
Genesis 21:1-3: 22:1-14 

 
“The LORD dealt with Sarah . . .” 

 
Word of God, word of life 
Thanks be to God 
 

sermon  
Pastor Patrick Fish 
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hymn of the day (stand) 
“Borning Cry” (ELW 732) 
  
Text: John C. Ylvisaker, b. 1937 
Text © 1985 John C. Ylvisaker 
 

Verse 1  
"I was there to hear your borning cry, 
I'll be there when you are old. 
I rejoiced the day you were baptized 
to see your life unfold. 
I was there when you were but a child, 
with a faith to suit you well; 
in a blaze of light you wandered off 
to find where demons dwell." 
 
Verse 2  
"When you heard the wonder of the Word 
I was there to cheer you on; 
you were raised to praise the living Lord, 
to whom you now belong. 
If you find someone to share your time 
and you join your hearts as one, 
I'll be there to make your verses rhyme 
from dusk till rising sun." 
 
Verse  3  
"In the middle ages of your life, 
not too old, no longer young, 
I'll be there to guide you through the night, 
complete what I've begun. 
When the evening gently closes in 
and you shut your weary eyes, 
I'll be there as I have always been, 
with just one more surprise." 
 
Verse 4  
"I was there to hear your borning cry, 
I'll be there when you are old. 
I rejoiced the day you were baptized 
to see your life unfold." 
 
sacrament of holy baptism – 8:00 a.m. 
for Beckett Edward Walker 
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prayers of intercession 
 

We pray for the church, the world, and all those in 
need. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

 We confess that we rarely have any idea what true sacrifice looks like. We give of our 
surplus, when it’s convenient, and hope that it is enough. Teach us to give with wide-
open hearts that risk, rather than protective stinginess cloaked in a flimsy assurance of 
security. Faithful God, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Loving Creator, you do not ask that we slaughter animals to appease you, but rather that 
we responsibly steward all the riches and resources of your creation. Forgive our 
missteps and help show us how we can be part of healing this beautiful but wounded 
planet. Faithful God, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Lord, there are many in this world who suffer from the threat of abuse and maltreatment 
by those more powerful than themselves. Shepherd them with your love, lead them to 
rescue, and use all of us to bring about a society where such crime is neither persistent 
nor tolerated.  
Faithful God, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Lord, your presence is balm to those who suffer illness or long for wholeness. Feed them    
on your promises and surround them with your healing, especially. . . 
Faithful God, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Caring God, you guide us at every age into a closer relationship with you. Bless our St. 
Mark’s teachers and guides, Lord and may they see even just a glimpse of how their 
faithfulness will forever impact generations to come. Shine your light ever before us as 
we walk and learn in the way.  
Faithful God,  
Hear our prayer.   
 
Your word is life, and your promises are real, O God. Sustain us and use us as the living 
answers to our own prayers, strengthening us by your spirit and drawing us close to your 
Son, Jesus Christ.  
Amen. 
  
sharing the peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
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(The congregation now takes time to exchange a greeting of peace) (Sit) 
 

 

the offering of our gifts 
“Trusting is Believing” – 8:00 a.m. 
by Flo Price  
Shay Olson, vocal soloist 
                                                                                                                                                                                                             
“Turn My Heart to You ” – 10:00 a.m. 
by Nancy Rabbe 
David Simpson, vocal soloist 
 

offertory prayer (stand) 
Holy God,  
Thank you for sending us your Holy Spirit. Come and fill our hearts and minds with your 
gifts of faith, hope and love. Guide our ways, direct our hearts and lead us in generously 
sharing our gifts, the gifts that you first gave to us. Cultivate your grace and mercy in 
our community. We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 

the great thanksgiving 
 

The Lord be with you, 
And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts, 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise . . .  
 

We praise your name and join their unending hymn. 
 

holy, holy 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
meal 
 

Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. . .  
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Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come. Your will be done 
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive 
those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
the distribution 
 

communion song  
“Eat This Bread” (ELW 472) 
 
Text: Taizé Community 
Text © 1984 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications Inc. 
 
“Eat this bread, drink this cup, 
come to me and never be hungry. 
Eat this bread, drink this cup, 
trust in me and you will not thirst.” 
 
post-communion prayer (stand) 
 

blessing  
 

teacher blessing – 10:00 a.m. 
 

sending song 
“My Life Flows on in Endless Song!”  (ELW 763 )  
 
Text: Robert Lowry, 1826-1899 
 

Verse 1  
My life flows on in endless song; 
above earth's lamentation, 
I catch the sweet, though far-off hymn 
that hails a new creation. 
 

Refrain 
No storm can shake my inmost calm 
while to that Rock I'm clinging. 
Since Christ is Lord of heaven and earth, 
how can I keep from singing? 
 

Verse 2  
Through all the tumult and the strife, 
I hear that music ringing. 
It finds an echo in my soul. 
How can I keep from singing?  Refrain 
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Verse 3  
What though my joys and comforts die? 
The Lord my Savior liveth. 
What though the darkness gather round? 
Songs in the night he giveth.  Refrain 
 
 

dismissal  
People of God, what are we called to do? 
Share Christ’s abundant love. 
Thanks be to God! 
 

Postlude 
“Oquirrh Mountains Shining” 
 by Kevin Olson 
Nancy Sen, piano 
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