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St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
Pentecost 16 – Rally Day 

September 12, 2021 
 

welcome/announcements  
 

prelude 
 

“Joyful, Joyful” 
arr. by Sandra Eithun 
Glory Ringers Handbell Choir 
 

confession and forgiveness   (stand)   

We confess our sins before God and one another. 
 

Pause for silence and reflection. 
 

Creator of all things, 
We have failed to care for all that you have made. 
We have squandered resources and oppress 
others. Forgive us for what we have done and 
have failed to do. Teach us how to be stewards of 
your creation with care and nurture. Amen. 
 
Our God will always love all that God has made. 
Although we sin, God forgives. Receive now the entire 
forgiveness of all your sins, granted as a gift from a 
loving God. In the name of Jesus, we pray.  Amen. 
 
introit 
“Come, Let Us Worship God” 
by Ray Makeever 
arranged by Kathy Houts 
Lion’s Voice Choir and Handbell/Chime Ensemble 
 
 
Come, let us worship God, 
Come, let us worship God, 
Welcome everyone, to the Love of God. 
 
Come, let us worship God, 
Come, let us worship God, 
Welcome everyone, to the Love of God. 
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Food for the hungry,  
Food For the hungry 
Welcome everyone, to the love of God. 
 
Rest for the weary,  
Rest for the weary,  
Welcome everyone, to the love of God. 
 
Hope for the children, 
Hope for the children,  
Welcome everyone to the love of God. 
 
Come, let us worship God,  
Come, let us worship God, 
Welcome everyone to the love of God.    
 
greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

gathering hymn  
“All Creatures, Worship God Most High” (ELW  835) 
 
Text: Francis of Assisi, 1182-1226; tr. composite 
Text © 1997 Augsburg Fortress 

 
Verse 1  
All creatures, worship God most high! 
Sound ev'ry voice in earth and sky: Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Sing, brother sun, in splendor bright; 
sing, sister moon and stars of night: 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
Verse 2  
Sing, brother wind; with clouds and rain 
you grow the gifts of fruit and grain: Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Dear sister water, useful, clear, 
make music for your Lord to hear: 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
Verse 3  
Sing, brother fire, so mirthful, strong, 
drive far the shadows, join the throng: Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Dear mother earth, so rich in care, 
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praise God in colors bright and rare: 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
Verse 6  
O sisters, brothers, take your part, 
and worship God with humble heart: Alleluia! Alleluia! 
All creatures, bless the Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit, Three in One: 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
prayer of the day 
Creator God,  
You have created us in your image. Teach us to create, build up, and contribute to this 
beautiful world you have made. Amen. 
 
word  
gospel reading (sit) 
 

John 1:1-5 
 
The Holy Gospel according to John, the 1st chapter 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

“In the beginning was the Word . . . “ 
 
 
The Gospel of the Lord 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
children’s message/prayground blessing 
 
reading  
Genesis 1:1-2:4a 

 
“In the beginning . . .” 

 
Word of God, word of life 
Thanks be to God 
 

sermon  
Pastor Charisse Jensen 
 

hymn of the day (stand) 
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“Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee” (ELW 836) 
  
Text: Henry van Dyke, 1852-1922 

 
Verse 1 
Joyful, joyful we adore thee, 
God of glory, Lord of love! 
Hearts unfold like flow'rs before thee, 
praising thee, their sun above. 
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, 
drive the gloom of doubt away. 
Giver of immortal gladness, 
fill us with the light of day. 
 
Verse 2  
All thy works with joy surround thee, 
earth and heav'n reflect thy rays, 
stars and angels sing around thee, 
center of unbroken praise. 
Field and forest, vale and mountain, 
flow'ry meadow, flashing sea, 
chanting bird, and flowing fountain 
call us to rejoice in thee. 
 
Verse 3  
Thou art giving and forgiving, 
ever blessing, ever blest, 
wellspring of the joy of living, 
ocean-depth of happy rest! 
Thou our Father, Christ our brother, 
all who live in love are thine; 
teach us how to love each other, 
lift us to the joy divine! 
 
prayers of intercession 
 

We pray for the church, the world, and all those in 
need. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

O Lord, you said, “Let it be,” and it was so. And it was  
good. Remind us of the power of words to create, to 
build up, and to break down. May your good always be 
our guide. Creator God, 
Hear our prayer. 
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Light and dark, oceans and land, fish and creeping 
creatures—all owe their existence to you. May we 
never forget that we also were brought forth by your 
creative hand, as we carry out our duty to care for all 
that lives and relies on our faithful stewardship for its 
continuance. 
Creator God, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Comfort, O Lord, those who still bear the inner and 
outer wounds of the September 11 tragedy. When 
events too great to comprehend threaten to 
overwhelm us, remind us that you are still great 
enough and compassionate enough to hold this entire 
world in the palm of your hand.  
Creator God, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Just as your spirit first brought our clay to life, so now 
breathe your healing into all who crave wholeness, 
especially . . .  
Creator God, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
All creation sings your praise, O Lord: that which has 
gone before and that which has yet to be. Join us 
eternally with our sisters and brothers living in your 
light perpetual, that we may one day join hands again 
as your heavenly family. Creator God, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
You speak the word, and it is so. Receive our prayers 
and give us such hope in your promises that we never 
hesitate to ask, knowing that you hear us when we say, 
Amen!                                                                                                                                                         
 
sharing the peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
(The congregation now takes time to exchange a greeting of peace) (Sit) 
 

 
the offering of our gifts 
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“Indescribable” 
by Laura Story and Jesse Reeves 
Lion’s Voice Choir 
 
From the highest of heights, to the depths of the seas,  
creation’s revealing Your majesty. 
From the colors of fall to the fragrance of spring, 
Every creature unique in the song that it sings.  
All exclaiming: 
 
Indescribable, uncontainable; You placed the stars in the sky 
And You know them by name. You are amazing God; 
All powerful, untamable; awestruck we fall to our knees 
As we humbly proclaim You are amazing God. 
 
Who has told every lightening bolt where it should go,  
Or seen heavenly storehouses laden with snow? 
Who imagined the sun and gives source to its light,  
Yet conceals it to bring us the coolness of night?  
None can fathom.  
 
Indescribable, uncontainable; You placed the stars in the sky 
And you know them by name You are amazing God. 
Incomp’rable, unchangeable, you see the depths of my heart 
And you love me the same. You are amazing God. 
 
Indescribable, uncontainable; You placed the stars in the sky 
And you know them by name; You are amazing God 
Incomp’rable, unchangeable, you see the depths of my heart 
And you love me the same; You are amazing God. 
 
Indescribable, uncontainable; You placed the stars in the sky 
And You know them by name. You are amazing God; 
All powerful, untamable; awestruck we fall to our knees 
As we humbly proclaim You are amazing God. 
 
You see the depths of my heart and You love me the same; 
You are amazing God. 
You see the depths of my heart and You love me the same; 
You are amazing God. 
You see the depths of my heart and You love me the same; 
You are amazing God. 
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offertory prayer (stand) 
Holy God,  
Thank you for sending us your Holy Spirit. Come and fill our hearts and minds with your 
gifts of faith, hope and love. Guide our ways, direct our hearts and lead us in generously 
sharing our gifts, the gifts that you first gave to us. Cultivate your grace and mercy in 
our community. We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 

the great thanksgiving 
 

The Lord be with you, 
And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts, 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise . . .  
 

We praise your name and join their unending hymn. 
 

holy, holy 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

meal 
 

Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. . .  
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come. Your will be done 
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive 
those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
the distribution 
 
communion song  
“Eat This Bread” (ELW 472) 
 
Text: Taizé Community 
Text © 1984 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications Inc. 



8 
 

 
“Eat this bread, drink this cup, 
come to me and never be hungry. 
Eat this bread, drink this cup, 
trust in me and you will not thirst.” 
 
post-communion prayer (stand) 
 
blessing 
 
sending song 
“Oh When the Saints Go Marching In!”  (TFF 180 )  
 
Text: African American spiritual 
 
Verse 1  
Oh, when the saints go marching in, 
oh, when the saints go marching in, 
O Lord, I want to be in that number 
when the saints go marching in. 
 
Verse 2  
Oh, when the Lord in glory comes, 
oh, when the Lord in glory comes, 
O Lord, I want to be in that number 
when the Lord in glory comes. 
 
Verse 3  
Oh, when the new world is revealed, 
oh, when the new world is revealed, 
O Lord, I want to be in that number 
when the new world is revealed. 
 
Verse 4  
Oh, when they gather round the throne, 
oh, when they gather round the throne, 
O Lord, I want to be in that number 
when they gather round the throne. 
 
Verse 5  
Oh, when they crown him King of kings, 
oh, when they crown him King of kings, 
O Lord, I want to be in that number 
when they crown him King of kings. 
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Verse 6 
And on that hallelujah day, 
and on that hallelujah day, 
O Lord, I want to be in that number 
on that hallelujah day. 
 

dismissal  
 

People of God, what are we called to do? 
Share Christ’s abundant love. 
Thanks be to God! 
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