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St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
Pentecost 15 

September 5, 2021 
 

welcome/announcements  
 

prelude 
 

8:00 a.m. - “Surely the Presence of the Lord Is in This Place” 
by Lanny Wolfe 
Kristin Young, solo 
 
10:00 a.m. – “The Prayer” 
by Carole Bauer Sager and David Foster 
Rich Ryan and Kristin Young, duet 
 

morning litany   (stand)   

Praise to our God for all of Creation! 
Praise to our God who made the first Great Light. 
 
Praise to our God whose love is forever. 
Praise to our God, Parent, Spirit, Son. 
 
Praise to our God for every new beginning  
Praise to our God for hope and for joy. 
 
Praise to our God who makes the birds to sing. 
Praise to our God for every good thing!  
 
greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

gathering hymn  
“For the Beauty of the Earth” (ELW  879 ) 
 
Text: Folliott S. Pierpoint, 1835-1917, alt. 

 
Verse 1  
For the beauty of the earth, 
for the beauty of the skies, 
for the love which from our birth 
over and around us lies: 



2 
 

 
Refrain 
Christ, our God, to thee we raise 
this our sacrifice of praise. 
 
Verse 2  
For the wonder of each hour 
of the day and of the night, 
hill and vale and tree and flow'r, 
sun and moon and stars of light:  Refrain 
 
Verse 3  
For the joy of ear and eye, 
for the heart and mind's delight, 
for the mystic harmony 
linking sense to sound and sight.  Refrain 
 
Verse 4  
For the joy of human love, 
brother, sister, parent, child, 
friends on earth and friends above; 
for all gentle thoughts and mild.  Refrain 
 
Verse 5  
For each perfect gift of thine, 
peace on earth and joy in heav'n; 
for thyself, best gift divine, 
to our world so freely giv'n:  Refrain 
 
prayer of the day 
Direct us, O God,  
In all our labors with your continual help, that in all our works, begun, continued and 
ended in you, we may glorify your holy name. Bless our ministries. Bring protection to 
our people; young and old. Renew our hearts. Ready us to participate in your ministry 
and mission, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.  
 
word  
first reading (sit) 
 

2 Corinthians 5:16-20 
 

“From now on, therefore . . .” 
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Word of God, word of life 
Thanks be to God.  
 
gospel reading  
John 20:19-23  
The Holy Gospel according to John, the 20th chapter 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

“When it was evening on that day . . .” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

sermon  
Pastor Patrick Fish 
 

hymn of the day (stand) 
“Great is thy Faithfulness” (ELW 733) 
  
Text: Thomas O. Chisholm, 1866-1960 
Text © 1923, ren. 1951 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188 
 
Verse 1 
Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father; 
there is no shadow of turning with thee; 
thou changest not, thy compassions they fail not; 
as thou hast been, thou forever wilt be. 
 

Refrain 
Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! 
Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
all I have needed thy hand hath provided; 
great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 
 
Verse 2  
Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, 
sun, moon, and stars in their courses above 
join with all nature in manifold witness 
to thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love.  Refrain 
 
Verse 3  
Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 
thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 
strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 
blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!  Refrain 
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prayers of intercession 
 

 
We are God’s children and heirs of God’s promises. Together we pray for the church, the 
world , and all those in need. 
 

A brief silence 
 

Holy God, you bring your people together in worship. So enliven our hearts with your 
Holy Spirit, that all who hear about your love and grace, will experience new life in 
you.  Bless all pastors and teachers, prophets, and preachers.  
Lord, in your great mercy,  
Hear our prayer. 
 
You provide water and sunshine to nourish the earth. Bless and inspire all those who 
care for your creation and help us to be good stewards of the earth.  
Lord, in your great mercy,  
Hear our prayer. 
 
Holy God, you show no partiality to your children. Increase justice in all nations. Inspire 
leaders to work together for the common good of all. Inspire us in giving so that all will 
have access to health, safety, and dignity. 
Lord, in your great mercy,  
Hear our prayer. 
 
Holy God, you accompany those who are most in need. Shelter those seeking safety 
from violence or persecution.  Especially for the people in Afghanistan, and the Gulf 
Coast recovering from Hurricane Ida. Protect all who are in danger and sustain them 
through uncertain times. We pray for all those needing your healing presence and touch. 
We pray especially for. . . 
Lord, in your great mercy, 
Hear our Prayer. 
 
Receive these prayers, O God, and the unspoken prayers of our hearts known only to 
you.  
Amen 
 
sharing the peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
(The congregation now takes time to exchange a greeting of peace) (Sit) 
 

 
the offering of our gifts 
8:00 a.m. - “Shout to the Lord” 
by Darlene Zschech 
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Kristin Young, solo 
 

10:00 a.m. – “I Want to be Like Jesus” 
arranged by Tom Fettke 
Rich Ryan and Kristin Young, duet 
 

offertory prayer (stand) 
Holy God,  
Thank you for sending us your Holy Spirit. Come and fill our hearts and minds with your 
gifts of faith, hope and love. Guide our ways, direct our hearts and lead us in generously 
sharing our gifts, the gifts that you first gave to us. Cultivate your grace and mercy in 
our community. We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 

the great thanksgiving 
 

The Lord be with you, 
And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts, 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise . . .  
 

We praise your name and join their unending hymn. 
 

holy, holy 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

meal 
 

Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. . .  
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come. Your will be done 
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive 
those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
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the distribution 
 
communion song  
“Eat This Bread” (ELW 472) 
 
Text: Taizé Community 
Text © 1984 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications Inc. 

 
“Eat this bread, drink this cup, 
come to me and never be hungry. 
Eat this bread, drink this cup, 
trust in me and you will not thirst.” 
 
post-communion prayer (stand) 
 
blessing 
 
sending song 
“O Sing to The Lord”  (ELW  822 )  
 
Text: Brazilian folk song; tr. Gerhard M. Cartford, b. 1923 
 
Verse 1  
Oh, sing to the Lord, oh, sing God a new song. 
Oh, sing to the Lord, oh, sing God a new song. 
Oh, sing to the Lord, oh, sing God a new song. 
Oh, sing to our God, oh, sing to our God. 
 
Verse 2  
For God is the Lord, and God has done wonders. 
For God is the Lord, and God has done wonders. 
For God is the Lord, and God has done wonders. 
Oh, sing to our God, oh, sing to our God. 
 
Verse 3  
So dance for our God and blow all the trumpets. 
So dance for our God and blow all the trumpets. 
So dance for our God and blow all the trumpets, 
Oh, sing to our God, oh, sing to our God. 
 
Verse 4  
Oh, shout to our God, who gave us the Spirit. 
Oh, shout to our God, who gave us the Spirit. 
Oh, shout to our God, who gave us the Spirit. 
Oh, sing to our God, oh, sing to our God. 
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Verse 5  
For Jesus is Lord! Amen! Alleluia! 
For Jesus is Lord! Amen! Alleluia! 
For Jesus is Lord! Amen! Alleluia! 
Oh, sing to our God, oh, sing to our God. 
 

dismissal  
 

People of God, what are we called to do? 
Share Christ’s abundant love. 
Thanks be to God! 
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