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St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
Pentecost 6 
July 4, 2021 

 
gather 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 

welcome/announcements  
 
prelude 
“Amazing God” 
Kristin Young  
 
morning litany Psalm 95:1-6 (stand) 
 

O come let us sing to the Lord: let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! 
Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; let us make a joyful noise to him 
with songs of praise! 
 
For the lord is a great God, and a great king above all gods. 
In his hands are the depths of the earth; the heights of the mountains are his also. 
 
The sea is his for he made it, and the dry land which his hands formed.  
O come let us worship and bow down, let us kneel before our Maker!  
 
greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy  
Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
gathering hymn  
“Immortal Invisible, God Only Wise”  (ELW 834 ) 
 
 
Verse 1  
Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 
in light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 
most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, 
almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise! 
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Verse 2  
Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, 
nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might; 
thy justice like mountains high soaring above 
thy clouds which are fountains of goodness and love. 
 
Verse 3  
To all, life thou givest, to both great and small; 
in all life thou livest, the true life of all; 
we blossom and flourish like leaves on the tree, 
and wither and perish, but naught changeth thee. 
 
Verse 4  
Thou reignest in glory; thou dwellest in light; 
thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight; 
all laud we would render; oh, help us to see 
'tis only the splendor of light hideth thee! 

 
Text: Walter Chalmers Smith, 1824-1908, alt. 
 
 

prayer of the day 
Creating God, 
In you we live and move and have our being. Grant us your wisdom and guidance so 
that, in all the cares and occupations of our life, we will not forget you, but 
remember that we are forever walking in your sight, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
word  
 
 

first reading (sit) 
Joshua 1:1-10 
 

After the death of Moses . . . .   
 
gospel reading (stand) 
 

John 1:1-5, 14-18 
 
The Holy Gospel according to John, the 1st chapter 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

“In the beginning was the Word. . . .” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord 
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Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

sermon  
Pastor Charisse Jensen 
 
hymn of the day (stand) 
“For the Beauty of the Earth” (ELW 879) 
 
Text: Folliott S. Pierpoint, 1835-1917, alt. 
 

Verse 1  
For the beauty of the earth, 
for the beauty of the skies, 
for the love which from our birth 
over and around us lies: 
 
Refrain 
Christ, our God, to thee we raise 
this our sacrifice of praise. 
 
Verse 2  
For the wonder of each hour 
of the day and of the night, 
hill and vale and tree and flow'r, 
sun and moon and stars of light; - Refrain   
 
Verse 3 
For the joy of ear and eye, 
for the heart and mind's delight, 
for the mystic harmony 
linking sense to sound and sight; - Refrain   
 
Verse 4 
For the joy of human love, 
brother, sister, parent, child, 
friends on earth and friends above; 
for all gentle thoughts and mild; - Refrain 
 
Verse 5  
For each perfect gift of thine, 
peace on earth and joy in heav'n; 
for thyself, best gift divine, 
to our world so freely giv'n; - Refrain 
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prayers of intercession 
 

Let us come before our God in prayer. 
 

Brief pause 
 

God of all, through the waters of baptism you claim all people as your beloved children. 
Sustain our pilgrim journeys and increase our faith that we may proclaim your gospel in 
all that we do.  
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
God of freedom, you have liberated us with your loving grace. Defend us from all wrong 
doing and corruption. Direct our freedom for works of peace, and justice, and wholeness.                                   
Lord, in your mercy,  
Hear our prayer. 
                                                                                                                                                         
God of holiness, you send us out into the world to proclaim your love. Equip us with the 
gifts and abilities to witness and serve our neighbors in need.  
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
God of compassion, you became vulnerable in the person of Jesus Christ and know full 
well the extent of all human suffering. Strengthen those who feel faint, give courage to 
those who fear, and bring wholeness to those in need, especially….  
Lord, in your mercy,  
Hear our prayer. 
 
We give you thanks that in every time and in every place you call forth prophets who 
move us toward freedom. Thank you for those who work for human rights, community 
organizers, and all who strive for the just treatment of people.  
Lord, in your mercy,  
Hear our prayer. 
 
We lift all these prayers and the unspoken prayers of our hearts to you, O God, trusting in 
your abiding grace and love.  
Amen. 
 

sharing the peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

(The congregation now takes time to exchange a greeting of peace)  
 

the offering of our gifts 
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“Be Still and Know” 
Kristin Young  
 
offertory prayer 
Holy God,  
Thank you for sending us your Holy Spirit. Come and fill our hearts and minds with 
your gifts of faith, hope and love. Guide our ways, direct our hearts and lead us in 
generously sharing our gifts, the gifts that you first gave to us. Cultivate your grace 
and mercy in our community. We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
the great thanksgiving 
 

The Lord be with you, 

And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts, 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise . . .  
 
We praise your name and join their unending hymn. 
 

holy, holy 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
meal 
 

Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray... 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come. Your will be 
done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we 
forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from 
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
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the distribution 
 

communion song  
“Eat This Bread” (ELW 472) 
 
“Eat this bread, drink this cup, 
come to me and never be hungry. 
Eat this bread, drink this cup, 
trust in me and you will not thirst.” 
 
Text: Taizé Community 
Text © 1984 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications Inc 
 

post-communion prayer (stand) 
 

blessing 
 

sending song 
“O Beautiful, For Spacious Skies” (ELW 888) 
 

 
Verse 1  
O beautiful for spacious skies, 
for amber waves of grain, 
for purple mountain majesties 
above the fruited plain: 
America! America! 
God shed his grace on thee, 
and crown thy good with brotherhood 
from sea to shining sea. 
 
Verse 2  
O beautiful for heroes proved 
in liberating strife, 
who more than self their country loved, 
and mercy more than life: 
America! America! 
May God thy gold refine, 
till all success be nobleness, 
and ev'ry gain divine.  
 
Verse 3  
O beautiful for patriot dream 
that sees beyond the years 
thine alabaster cities gleam, 
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undimmed by human tears: 
America! America! 
God mend thine ev'ry flaw, 
confirm thy soul in self-control, 
thy liberty in law. 
 
Text: Katherine L. Bates, 1859-1929 

 
dismissal  
 

People of God, what are we called to do? 
Share the Good News. 
Thanks be to God! 
 

postlude: 
 “America the Beautiful”   
arranged by Ted Smith 
Kristin Young, piano 
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