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St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
Pentecost - Service of Lament 

May 30, 2021 – 10:00 a.m. 

 
GATHER 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

welcome/announcements  
 

prelude 
“Pray for the People” 

by Pepper Choplin 

Shay Olson and Susan Manning, vocal duet 

 

litany of lament  
When life is full of sorrow and hard times  

Help us to trust God is here 
 

When we fall into the deep pit of languishing and despair  

Help us to trust God is here 
 

When we are lonely, empty, and scared 

Help us to trust God is here 
 

Lord, help our unbelief, and turn our hearts to you 

Help us to trust that God is here 
 

Lord, help our unbelief, and turn our hearts to you 

Help us to trust that God is here 

God is here, God is, in faith we trust in God! 

 

greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship  

of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 
gathering hymn 
“Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service”  (ELW 712) 

 

Verse 1 

Lord, whose love in humble service 

bore the weight of human need, 



2 

 

who upon the cross, forsaken, 

worked your mercy's perfect deed:  

we, your servants, bring the worship 

not of voice alone, but heart; 

consecrating to your purpose 

ev'ry gift which you impart. 

 
Verse 2  

Still your children wander homeless; 

still the hungry cry for bread; 

still the captives long for freedom; 

still in grief we mourn our dead.  

As you, Lord, in deep compassion 

healed the sick and freed the soul, 

by your Spirit send your power 

to our world to make it whole. 

 
Verse 3 

As we worship, grant us vision, 

till your love's revealing light 

in its height and depth and greatness 

dawns upon our quickened sight,  

making known the needs and burdens 

your compassion bids us bear, 

stirring us to ardent service, 

your abundant life to share. 

 
Verse 4 

Called by worship to your service, 

forth in your dear name we go, 

to the child, the youth, the aged,  

love in living deeds to show; 

hope and health, good will and comfort, 

counsel, aid and peace we give, 

that your servants, Lord, in freedom 

may your mercy know and live. 

 
Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901-1984 

Text © 1961 Oxford University Press. 

 
prayer of the day 
God our comforter,  

You are a refuge and a strength for us, a helper close at hand in times 
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of distress. Enable us so to hear the words of faith that our fear is 

dispelled, our loneliness eased, our anxiety calmed, and our hope 

reawakened. May your Holy Spirit lift us above our sorrow to the 

peace and light of your constant love; through Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord. Amen.     
 

WORD  
reading 
Ephesians 4:25-5:2 
  

“So then, putting away falsehood let all of us speak the truth to our 

neighbors . . .”  
 

Word of God, word of life 

Thanks be to God.  

 
gospel reading  
Matthew 5:1-16  
 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 5thchapter 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

“When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he 

sat down, his disciples came to him. . .” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

sermon  
Pastor Patrick Fish 
 

hymn of the day  
“Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying” (ELW 752) 
 

Lord, listen to your children praying, 

Lord, send your Spirit in this place; 

Lord, listen to your children praying, 

send us love, send us pow'r, send us grace. 
 
Text: Ken Medema, b. 1943                                                                                                                                                                 
Text © 1973 Hope Publishing Company,  
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prayers of intercession   
We offer to you O God, the prayers of our lament. Hear us, and comfort us. 
 

O God, we lament the losses endured during this pandemic. Weekly 

assembled worship, communion together at your table, singing together,  

the full observances of all religious festivals and milestones. We also 

mourn members, friends, and family who have died from Covid -19. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer 

 

We offer our lament for the many tragedies this world has experienced. 

Millions sick, many dead, thousands unemployed, depleted medical 

systems, inadequate government assistance, escalations in political discord 

and unrest, intensified racial injustices, and lack of economic security.  

Lord in your mercy,  

Hear our prayer 

 

O God, we turn to you in our troubled times and we offer our thanks to you 

for your love and grace. Thank you for the return to gathering together and 

worshipping you. Thank you for our pastors and church staff who have 

helped us through this difficult time. We thank you for the mutual 

consolation of the faithful and the care for one another in our community. 

We lift up all those in need of your healing touch, especially. . . . 

Lord in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer 

 

Holy God, we rejoice in: restored health, available vaccines, shared gifts, 

hospitals returning to normalcy, and sorrow turned to joy. We pray for the 

continued emergence of your world healed and replenished.  

Amen. 

 
sharing the peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

(The congregation now takes time to exchange a greeting of peace) (Sit) 

 
the offering of our gifts 
“His Strength is Perfect”  

by Steven Curtis Chapman 

Shay Olson & Susan Manning, vocal duet  
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offertory prayer 

Holy God,  

Thank you for sending us your Holy Spirit. Come and fill our hearts 

and minds with your gifts of faith, hope and love. Guide our ways, 

direct our hearts and lead us in generously sharing our gifts, the gifts 

that you first gave to us. Cultivate your grace and mercy in our 

community. We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 
the great thanksgiving 
 

The Lord be with you, 

And also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts, 

We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks and praise. . . . . We praise your name and join their 

unending hymn. 
 

holy, holy 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might,  

heaven and earth are full of your glory 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest 

 

meal 
 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks, broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat, this is my 

body given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 

for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. . . .                       

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come. 

Your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from 

the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                             

the distribution 
 

At-Home Instructions 

For those with loved ones at home, commune each other.  

Use the words we use when communing our saints:  
 

Bread: Body of Christ given for you. 

Wine/Grape Juice: Blood of Christ shed for you. 
 

For those alone watching worship, the presiding pastor will take a moment 

to virtually offer you the elements of Christ’s body and blood. When the 

pastor offers the body of Christ for you, receive the body. When the pastor 

offers the blood of Christ for you, receive the blood.  
 

communion song 
“Eat This Bread” (ELW 472) 
 

"Eat this bread, drink this cup, 

come to me and never be hungry. 

Eat this bread, drink this cup, 

trust in me and you will not thirst." 
 

Text: Taizé Community 

Text © 1984 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. 

www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358  
 

sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 

post-communion prayer  
 

blessing  
 

sending hymn     
“Blest are They” (ELW 728)       
 

Blest are they, the poor in spirit 

Theirs is the kingdom of God 
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Blest are they, full of sorrow 

They shall be consoled 
 

Refrain 

Rejoice and be glad 

Blessed are you; holy are you 

Rejoice and be glad 

Yours is the Kingdom of God 
 

Verse 2 

Blest are they, the lowly ones 

They shall inherit the earth 

Blest are they, who hunger and thirst 

They shall have their fill - Refrain 
 

Verse 3 

Blest are they who show mercy 

Mercy shall be theirs 

Blest are they, the pure of heart 

They shall see God - Refrain 
 

Verse 4 

Blest are they who seek peace 

They are the children of God 

Blest are they who suffer in faith 

The glory of God is theirs – Refrain 
 

Verse 5 

Blest are you who suffer hate 

All because of me 

Rejoice and be glad, yours is the kingdom 

Shine for all to see – Refrain 
 

 

Text: David Haas, 1957 
Text and music: ©1985 Gia Publications, Inc. 

 
dismissal  
People of God, what are we called to do? 

Share the Good News 

Thanks be to God! 

 

 

 


