
Dear St. Mark’s, 

In St. Paul’s first letter to the 
Thessalonians, he writes:

We always give thanks to God for 
all of you and mention you in our 
prayers, constantly remembering 

before our God and Father your work of faith and labour 
of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus 
Christ. For we know, brothers and sisters beloved by God, 
that he has chosen you … 

That is how I feel as I share with you for the last time 
and ask God’s continued blessing upon the mission 
and ministry of St. Mark’s. 

It has been my joy to be with you in two different 
times, over three years, as I now complete my 
partnership with you. We have rejoiced and 
celebrated, cried and wept, planned and visioned, 
worked and struggled, hoped and prayed. Our life 
together has been led by God’s Spirit as we have set 
a more solid financial foundation, developed a solid 
Vision for the congregation, called two new pastors, 
developed an Endowment Fund, and created policies 
for clear administrative responsibilities, growth, and 
outreach. 

Thank you for your many kind words over these 
numbers of months. Your thoughtful ways, your 
compassion for those who need love and care given 
to them, your willingness to step up and be counted 
as disciples of Jesus are all hallmarks of a healthy 
congregation. As you now receive a new Senior 
Pastor, my hope and prayer is that you will welcome 
Pastor Charisse with the same love and respect that 
you have shown to me. 

Thank you, St. Mark’s, for being a community that 
lives its mission statement of Sharing Christ’s 
Abundant Love. 

With gratitude to God,  
Pastor Olson 
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hello & goodbye
Hello, New Friends,

I am so looking forward 
to being your Senior 
Pastor. As I begin, I 
am grateful for your 
confidence in me, and I 
look forward to being on 
this new leg of our faith 
journey together.

St. Irenaeus of Lyon, a bishop and theologian who 
lived in the second century, said: “The glory of God is 
a human being fully alive.” These words help me focus 
on a vision that we all can become the people God 
intends us to be and to shape the Kingdom of God at 
St. Mark’s, in the community of Aurora, and beyond. 

My prayer is that our time is now to become fully 
alive, by the power of the Holy Spirit, to the glory of 
God. You have many stories to share with me about 
what this “coming alive” has been in your life—your 
individual and your family stories—and I look forward 
with joy to hearing them! I have stories to share with 
you about what my passions are for ministry: from 
my first experiences of God while growing up in North 
Dakota to my journey as a pastor, a traveler, and an 
agent for change and renewal in the church.

Our journey will be an inward and an outward one—
an individual and shared journey, an ancient one and 
a new one. My hope is that we listen to one another, 
dream with one another, and together imagine our 
collective work. We will share a faith life that is life-
giving and beautiful for a world in which every child of 
God comes fully alive to the glory of God.

I look forward to sharing many “firsts” with you in the 
weeks ahead.

Together in Christ, 
Pastor Charisse 

Jon & Charisse Jensen



transitions

Full of gratitude
The coming arrival of 
Pastor Charisse as our 
new Senior Pastor means 
Pastor Olson’s time with 
us is coming to a close. 
While it’s difficult to say 
goodbye to Pastor Olson, 
we recognize this was 

his role as Interim Senior Pastor. He helped us grieve Pastor 
Pat’s retirement, shepherded us through the process of calling 
a Senior Pastor, and kept our congregation moving in the right 
direction. We thank Pastor Olson for the phenomenal job he 
has done during this time of transition at St. Mark’s, and for the 
ministry and leadership he has provided us all. Pastor Olson 
has meant a lot to everyone at our church, and we are full of 
gratitude. 
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Ways to be  
welcoming 
As you get to know 
Pastor Charisse, here 
are a few things that 
will help to develop that 

important relationship of pastor and people. 

Pray for your pastors. Once the honeymoon period is 
over and the daily grind of ministry begins, praying for 
your pastors will strengthen their ministry and fortify your 
bond with hem.

Schedule for pastor transition
February 29, March 1
Pastor Olson’s last weekend

Pr. Olson will preach at all three services
Saturday, 5:00 p.m. worship, reception to follow
Sunday, 10:00 a.m. worship (one service), 

Farewell & Godspeed, potluck lunch to follow

March 7-8
Pastor Charisse’s first weekend

Pr. Charisse will preach at all three services
Reception between services on Sunday 

Speaking of transitions . . .
Perhaps by the time you read this, a new 
baby will be part of the Fish household!  
In February, the church gathered to 
celebrate this coming birth with Pr. Patrick 
and Kate. Our food and gifts were symbols 
of our love and support for this family who 
means so much to us! 

“On behalf of Kate and I, thank you, saints! This 
congregation continues to amaze me with your 
welcome and generosity. It affirms how blessed 
we are to call St. Mark’s our home. We cannot 
thank you enough for the beautiful cards and 
gifts we received at our baby shower. From 
the blankets and outfits to the toys and books, 
from the bedroom accessories to the gift cards 
for future purchases needed for the little man, 
we are overwhelmed and overjoyed by your 
showing of love and support. Thank you to all 
those who helped organize. Thank you to those 
who brought food to share. We are forever 
grateful to you.” 
—Pr. Patrick Fish 

Send Pastor Charisse a welcome note or email. 
Offer a brief note, introducing yourself and your 
family and offer a heartfelt welcome. 

Keep repeating your name. Give Pastor Charisse 
the opportunity to learn your name and, over 
time, to learn a part of your life story. 

Set realistic expectations. Remember that 
relationships take time and moving into a new 
setting requires time and energy.

—Pastor Olson



An invitation . . .
Through fabric and art, the Sanctuary Art & Banners Team invites you to experience 
the barrenness of Lent, the journey through the wilderness. 

When you enter the narthex, take in the large banner on the wall. Its embroidered 
symbols of resurrection form a cross and offers a sense of the solemnity of the 
season. On the left, consider the trunk holding our Alleluias until Easter. Let your eyes 
move to the rough-hewn cross draped in purple and black. Follow the stone path with 
its clusters of bare branches and feel the starkness of the season. Pick up a stone to 
represent what weighs on your heart. Come to table with the bowl of red glass hearts. 
Take a heart to remind you of grace and endless love.

As you enter the worship space, notice the purple banners with Lenten symbols. Take 
time to view the pen-and-ink drawings of the Stations of the Cross that surround the 
sanctuary. Walk to the baptismal font at the back where a desert scene has been 
created to symbolize the forty days Jesus spent in a desolate place.

As we walk the Lenten journey together, the Good News is God walks with us.
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Lent

A 4-day transformative journey
“Beyond Question”—a Lenten devotional & Adult Study

During Lent, we are inviting the entire congregation to participate together in a Lenten 
study. We are using a devotional called Beyond Question, and it is available for individuals 
to use as a 40-day journey in their own homes, as well as for the Tuesday morning 
Adult Study beginning March 3, from 10 to 11:15 a.m. and continuing through Lent.

Beyond Question centers on the challenging questions Jesus asked throughout the Gospels 
and helps us understand the life Jesus is calling us to live. We hope these transformative 
questions will draw us together to challenge ourselves and bring us into deeper 
relationship. 

The books are available at the Welcome Center. The cost is $10. Please use the 
envelopes provided (make checks payable to St. Mark’s Lutheran Church) and drop your 
envelope in the Welcome Center box. If money is an issue, please talk to one of the 
pastors. We do not want money to be a deterrent.
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Provide a clinic visit for a child
St. Mark’s children and youth will also be collecting money during Lent for 
an ELCA Good Gifts project that, appropriately, provides clinic visits for 
children.  Every $10 donated covers the cost of a clinic visit for a one sick 
child.

We are encouraging kids in all of our programs to bring in coins and 
dollars from home so we can provide as many clinic visits as possible. You 
might suggest that your kids use some of their piggy-bank or allowance 
money to share with others. Or perhaps you can provide them with 
opportunities to earn a little extra for jobs around the house. 

We will be combining  the donations from Sunday School, FDL, 
Confirmation, Youth Group,  and the Child Development Center. We 
look forward to making an impact in these upcoming weeks and helping 
children around the world have better access to the health care they 
need.

Lenten offering

Help stock a clinic
Provide essentials - save lives

Every Lent, St. Mark’s selects an ELCA project for our Outreach offering. This year, we 
are focusing on health care for the underprivileged and underserved. The ELCA has 
relationships with countries and medical clinics around the world, and our 2020 Lenten 
offering will go toward sharing God’s love in tangible, real ways. 

We are collecting funds to help stock clinics with basic supplies, such as diagnostic tests, 
antibiotics, and treatments for illnesses ranging from the common cold to malaria, 
tuberculosis, HIV and AIDS. It costs only $75 to stock a clinic for a week, so we’ll pool our 
resources together to provide as many weeks as we can. Any donation amount will help. 
Pick up a Lenten envelope at the Welcome Center and drop it in the offering or the 
Welcome Center box. Your gift can help save lives!

We look forward to making an impact in these upcoming weeks and helping those around 
our world have better access to the health care they need. 
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mission trip fundraiser

Bingo Night was a hit!
A great night for a great cause

Wow! Thank you to all those who joined us for Bingo Night to help raise money for the HS 
students’ summer mission trip. It was a night filled with great energy and excitement. The 
students and their families once again stepped up and provided a great evening. The food 
served by UrbanTables was delicious, and lots of people went home with prizes. 

Over 150 people, representing all different age groups, came not only for an evening of 
fun but also to support our HS students. The turnout  showed our collective investment 
in our youth ministry program, and we raised over $1,600 toward this summer’s mission 
trip.  The money will be used for the students’ transportation costs and will make this 
trip affordable for them. Thank you again to all those who donated money, to those who 
came, and to those who provided Bingo prizes. We look forward to next year!
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mental health awareness

Pick up a Mental Health Guide &
Mental Health resource list

As part of our initiative to be more welcoming and affirming, we are building up our mental 
health resources and providing more information so we can better accompany those seeking 
help. Please stop by the Welcome Center and pick up “St. Mark’s Mental Health Guide” and 
a list of Mental Health Resources.  In addition, take note of two March special events in 
support of mental health education and recovery. 

Mental Health Panel
coordinated by Adult Fellowship 
Thursday, March 26, 10:00 a.m.

The Adult Fellowship group is offering a 
panel discussion on mental health issues 
on Thursday, March 26. The panel consists 
of three guests: 

• St. Mark’s own Stephanie Weber, 
founder and Executive Director of 
Suicide Prevention Services in Batavia, 
as well as a counselor in private practice

• Brian Rice, a Licensed Clinical 
Professional Counselor, a National 
Certified Counselor, and a Certified 
Alcohol and Other Drug Counselor

• Diane Thomas, from the Behavioral 
Health Services at AMITA Health 
Services in Aurora

The whole congregation is invited to attend 
this panel on Thursday, March 26 at 10 a.m. 
in the Sanctuary Hall. Feel free to invite 
guests.  

You are also welcome to join the Adult 
Fellowship group for lunch at Reuland’s 
Delicatessen (115 Oak Ave. Aurora). Sign up 
at the Welcome Center.  Any questions?  
Contact Karen Lorence at 630-801-0979.
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“Side by Side”
NAMI benefit concert

Saturday, March 21, 7:30 p.m.

Saturday evening March 21st will be an outstanding musical 
event at St. Mark’s, featuring some of the top local classical 
soloists, plus jazz great Mark Colby and friends. And the best 
part is that the concert will benefit local NAMI (National Alliance 
on Mental Health) organizations* and their mission to help build 
better lives for the millions of Americans affected by mental 
illness.

The line-up of remarkable musicians includes: Mark Colby Jazz 
trio;  Emily Fagan, oboe; Kurt Muth, violin; Mark Ponzo, trumpet; 
Peter Piorkowski and Stephen Thurlow, French horn; and Kristin 
Young, piano. Come to enjoy some of the finest musicians in 
the Fox Valley area as they stand side by side to help those 
affected by mental illness. Come for a night of wonderful music 
and support NAMI’s excellent work of advocacy, education, and 
public awareness. Suggested donation: $10.

* NAMI Kane-South, DeKalb, and Kendal counties; NAMI Kane-North



,

60th anniversary

On September 11, 1960, the first worship 
service of St. Mark’s Lutheran Church was held 
in the Terrace Room of the Y.M.C.A. in Aurora. 
There were 120 persons in attendance. And 
being good Lutherans, they had a fellowship 
hour in the Coffee Shop of the Y.M.C.A.

It wasn’t very long until the first Sanctuary for 
St. Mark’s was completed, and Christmas Day 
1960 marked the first worship service. That 
Sanctuary was used for ten years and is now 
the area we call the Community Room and 
Nursery. 

On July 19, 1970, a ground-breaking service 
was held for a new Sanctuary and basement, 
and a Dedication Service of that new facility 
was held on April 25, 1971. That Sanctuary is 
now called Sanctuary Hall, and the basement 
area was our Fellowship Hall.
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Those areas served the congregation well 
for many years. But with God’s guidance and 
direction, the congregation grew and grew, 
and over time the need for an expanded 
Sanctuary was identified. In 2006 the third 
Sanctuary building program was begun, and 
in November of 2006, the new Sanctuary was 
dedicated, along with the new Martin Ott 
organ.

Six Decades of Dedication
Places we have worshiped

Worship is what we are all called to do with 
faithfulness and regularity. Through the gifts 
of these three Sanctuaries over time, the 
Gospel has been shared, the Sacraments 
have been administered and the people of 
God called St. Mark’s have been uplifted, 
challenged, inspired, and encouraged. 
Thanks be to God that, as the congregation 
now welcomes a new Senior Pastor, the joy 
of worship can continue in such a strong and 
faithful measure. The Decades of Dedication 
continue to show God’s faithfulness as St. 
Mark’s strives to Share Christ’s Abundant Love. 

first Sanctuary, in what is now the Community Room & Nursery

second Sanctuary, in what is now Sanctuary Hall

third Sanctuary, where we now worship



SAVE THE DATE
FDL musical “It’s Okay to Be Different”
Wednesday, April 29, 7:30 p.m.

youth & families

Seder Feast
for FDL students
Wednesday, April 1  

FDL students will be 
sharing a Seder Feast 
on the Wednesday 

before Holy Week during FDL. (Sunday School 
students are welcome as well.)  As they 
celebrate the Passover meal together, they 
will experience this meaningful Jewish feast 
celebrating redemption. 

Confirmation Retreat
Friday April 24-Sunday April 26

Lutheran Outdoor Ministries Center
Oregon, Illinois

The annual spring retreat is a great time for 6th, 7th, and 
8th grade Confirmation students. The theme for 2020 is 
“Upcycled!.” Just as it’s possible to “upcycle” (i.e., creatively 
re-use things, such as waste materials and unwanted 
products into new materials), so, too, does God “upcycle” 
people to be re-purposed for wonderful, amazing things. 
The retreat includes hiking, games, team-building, 
campfires, worship—and the largest zipline in Illinois! 
Register now by going to StMarksAurora.net/connect/
kids

We will need some adults to help chaperone and drive. 
When you register your children, please indicate if you 
can help.

First Communion schedule 

Sunday class: March 8, 15, 22*
Wednesday class: March 4, 11, 18
First Communion Sunday: April 19, 10:30 a.m.

*March 22 tentative, subject to change
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March  
nursery
Sundays, during worship

We offer a staffed nursery 
on Sundays during the 
worship services for 
children age 0 to 3. Each 
month focuses on a 

different theme, with crafts, coloring, story 
time, interactive activities. The theme for 
March is “Jesus Feeds a Crowd.” Stop by with 
your kids and check it out!

Report on 
ELCA Extravaganza
“I attended the 2020 ELCA 
Youth Ministry Network’s 
Extravaganza in January. 

This was a wonderful event attended by over 600 
children, youth, and family ministry leaders. The overall 
theme of the Extravaganza this year was “Practice, Not 
Perfect” (PNP), and this was such an important message. 
I attended workshops about Practicing Faith, Practicing 
Leadership, Practicing Creativity—even Practicing 
Longevity in Ministry. I came back full of new ideas about 
how to be a more welcoming and affirming church to 
ALL people, ways to develop our nursery program and to 
build faith formation opportunities for new parents, and 
how to engage our children in worship services. The “E” 
was an amazing four days of renewal, inspiration, and 
learning, and I am excited to put many of these ideas into 
action.”—Kari Reiseck

Sunday School schedule 

March 1: NO Sunday School - 10:00 worship  
 & farewell potluck lunch for Pr. Olson
March 8: regular Sunday School & worship,  
 kids will be coming into 9 a.m. worship 
 to sing on Pr. Charisse’s first Sunday 
March 15: regular Sunday School & worship
March 22: regular Sunday School & worship
March 29: NO Sunday School - Spring Break
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adults

Reconciling 
in Christ 
update
2020 is our second 
year in the two-
year process 

of becoming a more welcoming and affirming 
congregation, and the RIC Team is looking forward 
to offering more opportunities for dialogue and 
listening in the months ahead.

The focus of last year was to build awareness, 
and introduce the RiC Team and the process. The 
focus for 2020 will shift a bit. Instead of the Team 
doing the sharing, the focus will shift to listening, 
to providing space for people in the congregation 
to share. The Team wants to foster and facilitate 
opportunities for people to ask questions, speak 
their thoughts, and express concerns.  

Already the RiC Team has been meeting and talking 
with groups who are active in the church. The Team 
will continue to do this, with the goal of meeting 
with every small group, circle, and committee by 
the end of March. After Easter, their plan is to offer 
a congregational listening session to provide space 
for people to express their questions and genuine 
concerns about this welcoming and affirming 
process. 

The decision to become an RIC-designated church 
is not a decision that will be made by a few leaders; 
it’s a congregational process that involves open and 
healthy dialogue. This is not a political move; it’s 
us taking the teachings of Jesus seriously. It’s not 
the pastors’ agenda; it’s an extension of our Vision 
Priorities to care for people, to be a community 
leader, and to care for the marginalized.

Wherever you stand on this process, we hope you 
understand the careful nature of this consideration  
as a faith community. We look forward to listening 
and hearing from you in 2020. 
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ELCA 
Triennial
Women’s 
Gathering 
July 16-19, 2020
Phoenix, AZ

Once every three years, over 3,000 Women 
of the ELCA (WELCA) gather for an inspiring 
weekend of worship, fellowship, and 
sharing of ideas. If you’d like to connect 
with other women from St. Mark’s who are 
interested in going this year, please contact 
Cheryl Dickinson (cheryl_dickinson@att.net 
or 630-788-0797.

Interested 
in a trip to 
Portugal 
& Spain?
In May of 2021, the 
St. Mark’s Festival 
Choir and traveling 
friends will depart for 
Portugal and Spain. 

They will visit and sing in the cities of 
Lisbon, Madrid, Valencia, and Barcelona, as 
well as visit many of the beautiful seaport 
villages along the way. The sites will include 
the Palacio National de Sintra, Museo 
Nacional del Prado, Flamenco dancers, 
Church of San Martin, Segovia Cathedral, 
the Mediterranean coast, the Sagrada 
Familia Cathedral, Sitges, and Montserrat, 
to name a few. 

All are welcome to join the choir on this 
trip! It is for singers and travelers alike. 
If you would like to join the Festival Choir 
on this amazing travel adventure, contact 
Kristin Young (kyoung@stmarksaurora.net). 
Look for brochures in the narthex.
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adults
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Easter flowers
Would you like to sponsor a lily or 
azalea in memory of, or in honor 
of, a loved one? Fill out an envelope 
at the Welcome Center and drop it, 
with your payment ($15 each), in the 

Welcome Center box by Palm Sunday, April 5th. You 
can take your plant home after the last Easter service. 

Functional 
Fitness
NEW 6-week session 
March 4–April 6
Wednesdays, 10 a.m.

A new round of Functional Fitness classes starts on 
Wednesday, March 4th. This 6-week class includes 
low-impact, cardio activity, mixed with functional 
movement exercises to improve strength, endurance, 
flexibility, and balance. The class is designed for active 
adults 55 & over looking to make everyday activities 
easier. You can bring your own mat or use a chair. 
Instructor: Vicki Lettow. Sign up at the Welcome 
Center. Cost: $30 for 6 weeks, payable at class. 

Coffee Project
needs volunteers
The Coffee Project Team 
is in need of two persons 
to help sell coffee and 

chocolate, one after the Saturday evening worship 
and the other after the 9:30 a.m. Sunday worship 
service. Training will be provided, and you will be 
asked to serve only every six to eight weeks on 
a rotating schedule.  If you are interested in this 
mission to support the small independent coffee 
growers of the world or have questions, please 
contact Dick Offhaus at (630) 553-0543. Thank you. 

Want to be a  
Choir Try-er?
March 5–April 3
Thursdays at 7:00 p.m.

If you’ve thought about singing in the choir but 
haven’t had the time or are not quite sure your voice 
is good enough, you can be a “Choir Try-er” for the 
upcoming Lenten season, from March 5 through 
April 3. No long-term commitments. Just come, sing, 
and see what choir is all about. Contact Kristin Young 
(kyoung@stmarksaurora.net).

Photo directory thanks
Our staff wants to give a special 
thanks to Sue Hilderbrand, Jill 
Fox, and Sheryl Campen for their 
leadership and commitment to 
making our new photo directories 
possible. Without their behind the 

scenes efforts, these books wouldn’t be possible. 
Please take a moment to thank them. If you haven’t 
picked up your directory yet, stop by the Welcome 
Center (one copy per family, please).

Hearing screenings
Sunday, March 15, 8:30 a.m.–noon

The original hearing screenings 
schedule for February have been re-
scheduled for March. The new date 

is Sunday, March 15th, and there are now 5 open 
slots. Dr. Lorraine D. Johnson, AUD will be performing 
the screenings between 8:30 a.m. and noon, and each 
screening takes 20 to 30 minutes. Sign up at the 
Welcome Center to reserve a time.

GraceRoad
Sunday, March 22
6:30 p.m.

GraceRoad Ministry, our 
small group ministry for 
parents of teens, is meeting 

this month on Sunday,March 22nd at 6:30 p.m. at the 
home of Doug and Julie Simpson. The topic is “Teen 
Dating.” As always, all parents of junior high and high 
school students are invited. Questions? Contact Kari 
Reiseck (kreiseck@stmarksaurora.net).

Blood pressure 
screenings
Sunday, Mar 8, 10 a.m.

Our Health & Wellness 
nurses offer free blood pressure screenings once a 
month. Please take good care of yourself and take 
advantage of this free monthly service.



March is National Colorectal Cancer 
Awareness Month. The colon and rectum are 
not topics anyone really wants to talk about, 
but the truth of the matter is that if caught and 
treated early, colorectal cancer is one of the most 
treatable, and often, curable types of cancer.

Of cancers affecting both men and women, 
colorectal cancer (cancer of the colon and rectum) 
is the second leading cancer killer in the United 
States, but it doesn’t have to be. Screening can 
find precancerous polyps—abnormal growths in 
the colon or rectum—so they can be removed 
before turning into cancer. Screening also helps 
find colorectal cancer at an early stage, when 
treatment often leads to a cure. 

The colon and rectum are part of the large 
intestine. Colorectal cancer occurs when tumors 
form in the lining of the large intestine. It is 
common in both men and women. The risk of 
developing colorectal cancer rises after age 
50. You’re also more likely to get it if you have 
colorectal polyps, a family history of colorectal 
cancer, ulcerative colitis or Crohn’s disease, eat a 
diet high in fat, or smoke.

Symptoms of colorectal cancer include:
• Diarrhea or constipation
• A feeling that your bowel does not empty 

completely
• Blood (either bright red or very dark) in your 

stool
• Stools that are narrower than usual
• Frequent gas pains or cramps, or feeling full 

or bloated
• Weight loss with no known reason
• Fatigue
• Nausea or vomiting

Lifestyle factors that may contribute to an 
increased risk of colorectal cancer include:
• Being overweight or obese 
• Lack of regular physical activity
• A diet low in fiber and high in fat, or a diet 

high in processed meats
• A diet low in fruit and vegetables
• Heavy alcohol use
• Smoking

Your risk of getting colorectal cancer 
increases as you get older. About 90% of cases 
occur in people who are 50 years old or older. 
Other risk factors include: 
• Inflammatory bowel disease such as Crohn’s 

disease or ulcerative colitis
• A personal or family history of colorectal 

cancer or colorectal polyps
• Having type 2 diabetes
• A genetic or inherited syndrome, such as 

familial adenomatous polyposis (FAP) or non-
polyposis colorectal cancer (Lynch syndrome)

Because you may not have symptoms at first, it’s 
important to have screening tests. Tests include 
colonoscopy and tests for blood in the stool. 
Treatments for colorectal cancer include surgery, 
chemotherapy, radiation, or a combination. 
Surgery can usually cure it when it is found early.

If you are 50 years old or older, or have any of the 
symptoms mentioned above, please talk to your 
doctor about getting screened.

Respectfully,
Amy Mabrey

Sources: cancer.org, medlineplus.gov, and cdc.gov
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Meet our new  
Neighbor Project family

St. Mark’s financial contributions are making 
a big difference for families in Aurora! For the 
past two years, we have sponsored the Kaluke 
family, and they have now “graduated” from 
The Neighbor Project program last May and are 
proud homeowners. 

St. Mark’s is now sponsoring a new family:  
Elizabeth and her three daughters. As a single 
mom, Elizabeth has been financially wise, saving 
as much of her income as possible, avoiding 
debt, and maintaining excellent credit. The only 
thing preventing her from being a homeowner 
is not being able to save enough for a down 
payment while having enough “cushion” to 
have on hand for emergencies or needed home 
repairs. She applied for The Neighbor Project’s 
“Network Savings” program and quickly qualified, 
given her strong financial habits. She’s now 
halfway through her program and looking to 
purchase a home in the late fall of 2020. 

Elizabeth’s example and steadfast planning are 
already impacting the next generation of her 
family. Her daughters are invested in the process 
as well, often accompanying her to meetings and 
actively saving their birthday money in their own 
savings accounts. 

Elizabeth continues to embody the values of 
The Neighbor Project through her simple acts 
of “being a good neighbor.” She has forged 
friendships with the family in the adjoining 
apartment (also a program family) and, despite 
their different cultural backgrounds, language, 
and traditions, these two families support each 
other, carpool to events, and even share meals. 
How exciting it will be to see Elizabeth and her 
family achieve their goal of home ownership.

In support of Hesed House/PADS
St. Mark’s continues to actively support the goal of 
Hesed House to end homelessness. So far in 2020, 
we had the most successful Food Drive in several 
years; a Thrivent Action Grant (secured by the 
Berghs) helped with additional food purchases; the 
congregation raised $573 through “Souper Bowl 
of Caring”; and a team of volunteers prepared and 
served the first of six Saturday dinners to which we 
are committed for the year.

The next dinner service at PADS is coming up 
Saturday, March 14. Let Frannie’s story inspire you. 
Initially, she planned on volunteering to help with 
dinner only one time, But once she walked through 
the doors of Hesed House, she felt called to do 
more, and she’s now been serving for over 17 years! 
One of her favorite things to do is to cook for Hesed 
House guests, and people love her meals. Sign up at 
the Welcome Center to join the dinner crew and be 
a part of changing lives.

Help stock Food Pantry shelves
March 23, 3:00 p.m.

On the fourth Monday of every month, volunteers 
from St. Mark’s head over to the Aurora Interfaith 
Food Pantry to stock shelves for the next day’s 
distribution. It only takes an hour or so; if you’d like 
to help out in March, contact Linda Pfeiffer (lrp2525@
gmail.com). 

outreach
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St. Mark’s monthly financial recap for January 2020

Monthly Information
Monthly Budget Goal      $    82,398.83
Monthly Offering information
 Envelopes – General Fund     $    59.996.20
 CDC Rent/Administration   $       1,475.00
 Miscellaneous    $           (67.00) 
 Other (loose, Sunday School, interest) $           525.65 
Total General Fund Income      $    61,929.85
Monthly Surplus (Shortfall)     $   (20,468.98)

   

Summary General Fund Information as of 1/31/2020
Annual Budget      $   988,786.00
Percent of Year Completed                            8%
Offerings/Commitments/Other Income received year to date $    61,929.85
Actual Expenses year to date     $    64,440.94
Actual Expense Surplus (Shortfall) year to date    $     (2,511.09)
Budget Surplus (Shortfall) year to date    $   (20,468.98)

Additional Mortgage Payments as of 1/31/2020
Giving to Additional Mortgage Payments   $    16,821.50
Payments applied to 2nd Loan    $      3,936.62
Additional Mortgage Payments Balance   $    12,884.88

 

Debt Balances as of 1/31/2020
Principal Remaining on Church Building                   $1,404,827.31
Principal Remaining on CDC (payments from CDC operating income) $   479,233.84
General Fund owes Special Fund    $     40,000.00 

2020 budget update
Prior to the Annual Meeting, a proposed budget 
dated 11-Jan-2020 was mailed out to every 
congregational household. At the Budget Forum 
meeting on January 19th, and then again at the 
Annual Meeting on January 26th, an updated budget 
was presented, and this budget was approved at the 
Annual Meeting. 

The comparison that follows indicates only the 
changes in major categories. Requests for the 
expanded budget may be submitted to the office, 
pastors, any Council member or Don Friend.

—Don Friend, Treasurer

Category   2020(18-Jan) 2020(11-Jan)

Outreach   $45,800 $45,800

Building/Site   $369,511 $369,511

Care/Nurture   $7,900  $7,900

Worship   $13,596 $13,596

Stewardship   $3,950  $3,950

Office    $29,800 $29,800

Executive   $1,500  $1,500

Personnel   $104,026 $98,946

Misc Employee Compensation $26,805 $26,805

Payroll    $385,898 $379,355

Total Expenses  $988,786 $977,163

council & finances

Council highlights
February 9, 2020

The Council voted to approve the 
appointment of Chad Gooch as 
Council Secretary, and Carol Fick 
and Teresa Thompson to the Child 
Development Center Board.

The Property Team is securing quotes 
for a new chiller, tuck pointing, inner 
courtyard grading, and the repaving of 
the parking lot.

Thank you to Marcia Broucek for all 
her hard work on the Annual Report 
and to Jenn Henderson for creating 
the Year in Review video.

Vacation Bible School theme for this 
summer is “On Earth as In Heaven,” 
an ELCA curriculum focusing on the 
Lord’s Prayer.

The RIC Team is working on meeting 
with small groups in the church.

May 8 is the Fundraising Gala for 
The Neighbor Project. The theme is 
“Empower.”

The Stewardship Team is working on 
an electronic Time and Talent Survey. 
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February 29/March 1 Saturday, 5:00pm Sunday, 10:00am  

   

   

   
   
   
   
   
   
March 7/8  Sunday, 9:00am Sunday, 10:30am 

   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   

March 14/15   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
March 21/22                        
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   

   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   

March 28/29   (5th Sunday)                                                                                                                                        

S   W  servers
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St. Mark’s Lutheran Church  27 S Edgelawn Dr  Aurora, IL 60506

StMarksAurora.net

630-897-6891

office@stmarksaurora.net

Lent & Easter schedule

Tuesday, MARCH 3
Lenten Study begins

10:00 a.m.

Wednesday, APRIl 1
FDL Seder Feast
6:00 p.m.

Saturday-Sunday, APRIL 4-5
Palm Sunday weekend 

9:00 and 10:30 a.m. Worship

Thursday, APRIL 9
Maundy Thursday

7:00 p.m. Worship & Communion

Friday, APRIL 10
Good Friday

3:00 p.m.  Stations of the Cross
7:00 p.m.  Service of Shadows

Saturday, APRIL 11
Holy Saturday

5:00 p.m.  Worship

Sunday, APRIL 5
Palm Sunday breakfast
Pillowcase Pancake Breakfast

Sunday, APRIL 12
Easter Sunday

7:30 a.m. Worship
9:00 a.m. Worship
10:30 a.m. Worship




