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Be God’s hands for the CDC kids
We’re going to refreshen and brighten up the St. Mark’s Child Development Center!

Every year, thousands of ELCA congregations across 
the U.S. participate in an initiative called “God’s Work, 
Our Hands” Weekend. During this time, congregations 
are urged to intentionally get out into their respective 
communities to engage in service. In doing so, we 
remember we are the Church for the sake of the world. 

This year, that weekend is September 6-7-8, and  
St. Mark’s will be participating in this call to serve our 
neighbors. After much discernment, our staff and 
Outreach Team decided to focus our service on one 
organization with whom we already have a strong 
partnership and want to build stronger ties. 

We are excited to focus our community outreach effort 
on the Child Development Center (CDC). Many of the 
students and families who attend daycare, pre-K, and 
the after-school program at the CDC are not St. Mark’s 
members. Our hope is to tangibly show our support to 
the CDC staff, parents, and students. 

During the September 6-7-8 weekend, our plan is to get 
the whole place repainted! We will be moving furniture 
prepping the walls, adding a fresh coat of paint, plus 
creating handmade cards for the CDC families and 
kiddos. We hope you can be a part of this important 
service work. Join the movement. Be God’s hands in the 
world! 

Here is a breakdown of the weekend events:

Friday, September 6  6:30 – 9 p.m. 
Prep for painting, moving furniture, putting tape up  
and tarps down

Saturday, September 7   9 a.m. – 3 p.m.  
Painting, with pizza lunch from Gourmet Pizza

Sunday, September 8      11:45 a.m. – ??? 
Pizza first, then painting and setting the classrooms 
back up, PLUS creating cards for CDC families

God’s 
Work,
Our 
Hands

 JOIN US
FRI-SAT-SUN 
SEPTEMBER 6-7-8

When can you help? Sign up at the Welcome Center for time(s) you can join in.
Paint will be provided. Please bring step ladders and other paint tools (brushes, rollers, etc.).



opportunities for youth

Faith in Daily Life (FDL)
1st through 5th grade students

starts Wednesday, Sept 11, 5:30–7:30 p.m.

Our weekly FDL program uses a hands-on ELCA curriculum that helps kids engage 
with the Bible through activities, interactive games, and creative crafts. The evening 
starts at 5:30 p.m. with a shared meal, followed by  45 minutes of music and 45 
minutes of class time, which includes a video, Bible story, and correlating activity. Kids 
also have the opportunity to join the “Roaring Ringers” bell choir at 5:00 p.m.

Sunday School
age 3 through 2nd grade students
starts Sunday, Sept 8, 9:00 a.m.

Our Sunday School uses the same curriculum as 
Wednesday FDL, with a video, Bible story, and activity. 
And this year we are adding a music component! Once 
a month, we will head to the Lower Level for some extra 
fun. (NOTE: This year, 3rd through 5th graders are invited 
to join FDL. Come to a special parent meeting on Sept 
4 at 5:30 p.m. to learn more!)

Confirmation classes
6th through 8th grade students
starts Wed, Sept 11, 6:00–7:30 p.m.

Our Confirmation classes supports young people 
in their faith development and include lessons, 
discussions, field trips, service projects, and an annual 
retreat. The evening begins with a shared meal, 
followed by small groups for each grade.  Confirmation 
students can also participate in  “Joyous Praise Bells” at 
5:30 p.m. (NOTE: With Pr. Pat’s retirement, we have a new 
plan for Confirmation classes. Come to a special parent 
meeting on Sept 4 at 6:00 p.m. to learn more.)

HS Youth Group
senior high students 
starts Wed, Sept 11, 5:30–7:30 p.m.

Food is always good . . . so we start the Wednesday night 
program with a shared meal. Then the group heads off 
to its own space to participate in relationship building, 
play goofy games, and discuss relevant topics that 
pertain to how we live out our faith. The Youth Group 
is for anyone in grades 9 through 12, and friends are 
always welcome! (NOTE: See page 8 for info on a special 
High School Kick-Off night on Sept 4 at 6:30 p.m. for 
parents & teens.)

Bell Choirs
Roaring Ringers, grade 3–5, Wed, 5:00 p.m. 
Ringing the bells is not only a lot of fun, but it also 
teaches children rhythm, coordination, and cooperation. 

Joyous Praise Bells, grades 6–8, Wed, 5:30 p.m. 
This is an opportunity for junior highers to engage with 
musical instruments, learn music skills, and have fun. 

Both groups ring at least 6 times a year during Sunday 
services and some occasional Saturdays.

Wednesday Night Worship: Once a month, all of the Wednesday night students gather for a special worship 
service that they take turns creating. Parents and family, this is a wonderful time to see your kids in action and share 
in their faith development. The 2019-2020 theme is “Visions and Psalms.” The first Wednesday Night Worship of the 
Fall is September 25 at 7:30 p.m., led by our high schoolers on the theme of “Communicating Effectively.” 3



special opportunities
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Get to know us!
Join the RIC Team for a panel & discussion 
over lunch, Sunday, Sept 22, 11:30 a.m.

The Reconciling in Christ (RIC) Team would like to 
invite you to a panel discussion on Sunday, September 
22nd. Come for a pizza lunch and an opportunity to 
meet the members of this working group. They’ll be 
sharing why they believe it is imperative to make St. 
Mark’s open for all, and give input into the next steps in 
the process of becoming an RIC church.

Being an RIC-designated church means making a public 
commitment to being inclusive, to welcome all people. It 
sends a message to the LGBTQ community in particular, 
and to others as well, that we affirm our mission to 
show and share God’s love with everyone. 

As mentioned previously, becoming an RIC church is 
not an overnight decision; we are engaged in a process. 
The RIC Team believes strongly that all voices need 
to be heard and respected, and this panel is an open 
opportunity for that to happen. 

Please come to hear the vision, get to know the team, 
and share your personal insights. We only grow stronger 
when we hear from all members of our church.

Please sign-up at the Welcome Center or online at 
StMarksAurora.net/RIC to help us plan for food.

Hope to meet you on the 22nd!

The RIC Team:
Martha Egeland
Mary Mandel 
Susan Manning
Pam Miller
Melissa Nowak
Pastor Fish

Financial Peace University
Sundays, 10:30 to 11:30 a.m.
starting September 15

St. Mark’s is offering the life-changing 9-week
Financial Peace University course on Sundays from
10:30 to 11:30 a.m., beginning September 15th.

YOU’LL LEARN:
• Build Starter Emergency Fund & Budgeting
• Pay Off All Debt
• Save a Fully Funded Emergency Fund
• Invest for the Future and Build Wealth
• Buyer Beware
• The Role of Insurance
• Retirement Planning
• Real Estate and Mortgages
• Outrageous Generosity’

YOU’LL ALSO RECEIVE:
• 2 ADDITIONAL COURSES (Teaching Your Kids’ to 

Make Wise Financial Decisions; Leaving a Legacy for 
Future Generations)

• INTERACTIVE WORKBOOK
• 1-YEAR FINANCIAL PEACE MEMBERSHIP (which 

includes a budgeting/spending app, access to a fi-
nancial coach, debt/investing/mortgage calculators, 
livestream refreshers)

Discounted registration for St. Mark’s people is
$109 per family (regularly, $129)*

Register by Friday, Sept 6 at FPU.com/1094021 in 
order to receive your materials from Financial 
Peace (by mail) before the class begins.

Contact coordinator Susan Koepke for more
information: koepkesj@gmail.com

*Scholarships available. Contact the church office.



transition update

The next step will be to get all the statistical information 
accurately documented and filled in on the Ministry Site 
Profile. Once that happens,  the MSP can be submitted 
to the Metro Chicago Synod and the ELCA by the end of 
August/first of September. 

Step 4: Call Committee
The congregation will be voting at a Special Meeting 
on the weekend of September 28/29 for the 
recommended candidates for the Call Committee. 
Following that formality, a representative of the 
Bishop’s Office will meet with our Call Committee, and 
then their work begins, along with the work of the 
Bishop’s Office. Once our new Bishop is in place on 
September 1, we will have a better sense of how the 
process under Bishop Curry will work. 

As you may know, the work of the Call Committee 
needs to be kept confidential. Information will be 
shared as it can be shared without breaking the 
confidentiality of the process. If you have questions 
about the process, the work of the Call Committee, and 
next steps as they are envisioned, please let me know. 

Grateful for your discipleship,  
Pastor Olson, Interim Senior Pastor

Special Congregational Meeting 
Sat-Sun, Sept 28-29

The Congregation Council of St. Mark’s Lutheran 
Church has called for a Special Congregational 
Meeting to be held at the close of each worship 
service on the weekend of September 28-29. The 
purpose of the meeting is to elect the Council-
endorsed candidates for the Senior Pastor Call 
Committee. 

Our consitution stipulates that six voting members 
of the congregation be elected to the Call 
Committee. The six endorsed candidates are: 

Jeanne Flynn
David Gibson
Mark Hipp
Jyotsana Mohan
Becky Mueller
Julie Simpson

As per the constitution, all confirmed members of 
the congregation are asked to vote and ratify the 
endorsed candidates. 

Step 3: Ministry Site Profile
With the completion of the three surveys that the congregation participated in over 
the first three weekends in August, a major step in completing the Ministry Site 
Profile is now finished. The participation of the whole congregation means that the 
information we submit to ELCA about Ministry Gifts, Ministry Tasks and St. Mark’s 
Characteristics will reflect the strong statement of members. 

It was an interesting project and the results of the surveys are shown on the next 
page. In each survey there was a significant representation of responses that came 
in electronically. In fact, close to 70% of the responses were completed online. This is 
one time when technology was a real bonus! 
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THE VOTES ARE IN! 
Thank you, thank you, thank you! Members of St. Mark’s 
have cast their votes in three surveys during the first three 
weeks of August. There was a strong participation, and 
all the data will be entered into the Ministry Site Profile 
that we submit to the Metro Chicago Synod and the ELCA. 
This provides much needed information about St. Mark’s 
for any potential candidates to view as well as, more 
importantly, for the Synod Bishop and staff to identify 
potential candidates who would be appropriate based on 
the information shared. Here are the results:

Survey #1 – Gifts for Ministry 
This survey focused on 25 different Ministry Gifts that 
respondents felt were important for the next Senior Pastor. 
184 surveys were returned, and the following were the top 
five essential ministries chosen, in order of priority:

 X #1 Response – Be an effective communicator 

 X #2 Response – Be able to share leadership and work in 
a team

 X #3 Response – Build a sense of community among the 
people with whom he/she works

 X #4 Response – Be an effective administrator 

 X #5 Response – Help others develop their leadership 
abilities and skills for ministry 

Survey #2 – Ministry Tasks 
This survey focused on 40 different Ministry Tasks that 
people felt were important for the next Senior Pastor. 182 
surveys were returned, and the following were the top five 
ministry tasks selected, in order of priority:

 X #1 Response – Preaching/worship

 X #2 Response – Building a sense of community 

 X #3 Response – Pastoral care and visitation 

 X #4 Response – Spiritual formation and direction

 X #5 Response – Administration 

Survey #3 – Characteristics of St. Mark’s 
This survey identified four areas in the life of St. Mark’s: 
faith community, leadership style, programming, and 
theological perspective. 168 surveys were returned, 
and people identified St. Mark’s as:

 X Tending to be formal and programmatic – 66.7%

 X Having clearly defined goals and plans for the future 
– 91.6%

 X Having a bit of diversity among us – 46.7%

 X Being okay with new ideas if not too demanding 
–39.5%

 X Relying primarily on our leaders for direction – 
77.0%

 X Having learned how to use conflict constructively – 
72.0%

 X Having facilities that are often used by community 
groups – 85.4%

 X Having ministry directed toward both inside and 
outside but leaning toward the inside – 58.6%

 X Focusing on both beliefs and actions but 
emphasizing actions – 51.7%

 X Obviously Lutheran in identify and practice – 79.7%

 X Active in both Metro Chicago Synod and ELCA – 
76.5%

 X Concentrating on both biblical and contemporary 
issues but emphasizing contemporary issues – 
52.2%

Results of Survey #2:
Ministry Tasks



Coffee Project news
Sat-Sun, August 31-Sept 1
Sunday, September 15

Have you tried Equal Exchange’s new 
“Breakfast Blend”? Word is getting 
around that it’s delicious. Join the 

Coffee Project Team’s 20th Anniversary Celebration 
with a purchase for a chance to win the monthly 
drawing for free coffee or chocolate. Help support 
Equal Exchange small farmers!

21 & Over
September 16
7:30-9:00 p.m.

21 & Over is continuing to meet 
and continues to grow. This ministry is aimed for 
single, couples, and young families; however, no one 
is excluded. Anyone and everyone is welcome!

The sole focus of the group is to build community 
and relationships—plus have a fun outing together 
each month. 

After a summer of meeting on Wednesday nights, 
21 & Over is switching back to Monday nights (due 
to FDL on Wednesdays). The group usually meets 
on the first and third Mondays of the month from 
7:30 to 9:00 p.m. However, because of Labor Day, 
the next meeting is  Monday, September 16. If 
you would like to get involved and get on the 21 & 
Over email thread, please contact Pr. Fish (pfish@
stmarksaurora.net).

3-in-1 day
Adult 
Fellowship 
Thursday, Sept 26, 
Mendota museums

The Adult Fellowship group will be visiting the 
Mendota Museum & Historical Society for their 
September outing. A tour guide will lead the group 
through the Hume-Carnegie Museum, the Union 
Railroad Depot Museum, and the Breaking the 
Prairie Museum. Lunch will be at The Main Street 
Station Bar & Grill in Mendota. 

The group will be car pooling from the church 
parking lot at 9:00 a.m. on September 26th, and the 
tour starts at 10:30. There will be a $5 admission 
fee. 

Please sign up at the Welcome Center and 
indicate if you can offer a ride or need a ride. 
Contact Paul Hagen (630-553-0857) if you have any 
questions.

opportunities for adults

Lydia’s 
Piecemakers  
& Knit Pickers 
Annual Luncheon
Saturday, Oct 5, 11:45 a.m.

October 5th will be here before you know it! Mark 
your calendar to save the date for the annual quilt 
luncheon. Come and see vintage quilts cherished 
for generations, make new friends, and enjoy lunch. 
Reservations are $15 and will be available starting 
the weekend of September 14 in the narthex. Plan 
to come and bring a friend.

Have a vintage quilt? Every quilt tells a story! 
The luncheon will feature antique and/or family 
heirloom quilts. If you have a quilt handed down 
from a previous generation and story to share, 
please contact Mary Close at 630-636-7414 or Dotti 
Matson at 630-554-1926. 

The money raised from this annual lunch purchases 
batting and materials for Lydia’s quilt projects that 
are given to Lifespring Ministry here in Aurora and 
to Lutheran World Relief (LWR).

Last year, 5 special quilts were given to women who 
completed the one-year program at Lifespring. It’s 
a major achievement, and women from the quilting 
group attended the graduation celebration.

This year, over 100 of our quilts were sent around 
the world by LWR. We just recently learned that 
quilts were distributed in Lebanon among 20,000 
Syrian and Palestinian refugees residing in camps!
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Blood pressure 
screenings
Sunday, September 8, 10:00 a.m.

Our Health & Wellness nurses offer free blood 
pressure screenings once a month. Please take 
advantage of this service and take good care of 
yourself!

Adult Study
Tuesdays, 10:00 a.m.
6-week class, Aug 27 through Oct 1

The Fall Adult Study class is a 6-week study on 
Paul’s letter to the Romans, in which he addresses 
many debated questions within the early Christian 
Church: salvation, God & creation, grace, suffering, 
discipleship, and purpose. We wrestle with 
these same topics today! Come for some vibrant 
discussion, under the leadership of Pr. Fish.

Week 1: What must I do to be saved? 
Week 2: Saved by grace … too good to be true?
Week 3: If what I do doesn’t save me,  
       does it matter how I live? 
Week 4: Where is God when we suffer?
Week 5: How can I keep from singing? 
Week 6: What does God want from us? 

Sign up at the Welcome Center and pick up a 
book. Books are $10, and you can pay at the class. 
You are welcome to join the group at any time 
during the 6-week class. 

New disciples 
orientation
Sunday, Oct 6, 11:45–2:30

The next orientation for folks 
who wish to join St. Mark’s will be on Sunday, 
October 6, from 11:45 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Lunch 
will be provided, along with child care. On either 
October 13 or October 20, we will welcome these 
new disciples and friends officially to St. Mark’s. If 
you wish to be included in the day’s orientation, 
or if you know of those who have expressed an 
interest in St. Mark’s, please let either Pastor Olson 
(polson@stmarksaurora.net) or Pastor Fish (pfish@
stmarksaurora.net) know so all can be part of our 
time together. 

A new Book Team
We are grateful to Marge Gugerty 
for faithfully guiding the St. Mark’s 
Book Club for the past two years. 

As she steps down from this role, we are looking at 
new possibilities, focusing on spiritual formation or 
wellness. We are forming a Book Team to consider 
book selections for this year. We envision a 
different person leading the discussion each time, 
as interests emerge. 

Perhaps you enjoyed the Enneagram book last 
year and would like to read the new sequel, The 
Path Between Us. Or maybe you’ve heard about 
Richard Rohr’s new book, The Universal Christ, and 
would like to dive in. Or perhaps you’ve read an 
inspirational book you’d like to share. If you are 
interested in being a part of this new Book Team, 
please talk with Pr. Fish.

opportunities for adults

Lifeline Screening
Friday, Sept 27, 9 to 4

Lifeline Screening is returning 
to St. Mark’s at the end 
of September. They offer 

a test package that checks for risk of stroke, 
cardiovascular disease, and other chronic 
conditions. These screenings can check for:
 � The level of plaque buildup in your arteries, 

related to risk for heart disease, stroke and 
overall vascular health

 � Irregular heart rhythm 
 � abdominal aortic aneurysm 
 � PAD (peripheral arterial disease) 
 � bone density as a risk for possible 

osteoporosis (optional test)
The cost for four tests is $139 or you can add an 
osteoporsis screening for $10 more. Call 888-653-
6450 to register, and you will also receive a 10% 
St. Mark’s discount.

7
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opportunities for youth & families
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Nursery news
The nursery is now open and fully staffed during all Sunday morning services.
The space has a new look and new vision for our 0- to 3-year-old children. Each month will 
have a different theme, with coordinating activities that include craft/coloring, story time, 
interactive activity, media center, and a snack. The theme for September is “Creation”:

Sept 1: Sky Sept 8: Land/Sea  Sept 15: Sun & Moon
Sept 22: Sea & Flying Creatures  Sept 29: Land Animals & Humans

Parents with young children, we would love for you to come see the new space. Right now, it’s still a work-in-
progress, but Pr. Fish, Kari Reiseck, and Nursery Coordinator Amy Mabrey are working to revision the space to 
be a Christian learning center with stations to teach Bible stories from the “First Bible.” 

Park playdate
Saturday, Sept 14
10 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
Young Family & Young Kid Event

Last month, we had a GREAT 
Splash night event for our littler kids and families. 
We’d like to do something like that every month. 
This month, we are offering a park playdate and 
kid-friendly lunch on Saturday, September 14 from 
10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Laura and Jim Chen will be 
hosting this event at a park near their home. We 
will walk over to the park and then head back to the 
Chen’s after for a kid-friendly lunch. Sign up at the 
Welcome Center or online at StMarksAurora.
net/FAMILY so we can plan food.

GraceRoad 
Ministry
4th Sunday of the month
Sunday, Sept 22
6:30 p.m.

GraceRoad Ministry is a new small group ministry 
created to bring parents of middle and high 
school students together. Parenting teenagers 
is a tough task, and we want to offer parents an 
opportunity  every month to build relationships 
and to realize they are not alone. Each month, 
in addition to fellowship and food, the group will 
talk about the issues of parenting teenagers and 
help each other find grace on this parenting road. 

For the first gathering in August, about 18 
people attended. The discussion focused on the 
struggles of getting back into the school routine, 
and everyone enjoyed some great conversation 
and delicious snacks. Thanks to the Simpson’s for 
hosting.

The next meeting will be on Sunday, Sept 22 at 
6:30 p.m. at the Nowak’s house in Oswego. The 
topic will be “Stress, Anxiety and Depression: 
How do we help our teens cope!” There will 
also be a movie/presentation at Oswego High 
School on Sept 19th at 7:00 p.m. called “Angst,” 
that everyone is welcome to attend if they are 
interested.  

Please contact Kari (kreiseck@stmarksaurora.net) 
if you’d like more information.

High School Kick-Off
Wednesday, Sept 4, 6:30 p.m.
For HS families and students

HS PARENTS: It’s that time again. HS Youth 
Group will be back in September. We are holding 
a Kick-Off HS meeting for parents and students 
on Wednesday, September 4 at 6:30 p.m. At 
the meeting we will welcome our new freshman 
students, hand out a 2019/2020 program-year 
calendar, and discuss our plans for the 2020 
summer mission trip and Fall retreat to LOMC. 

Youth Group officially begins when FDL starts, 
Wednesday, September 11 at 5:30 p.m. The group 
is for students in grades 9 through 12, and friends 
are always welcome!
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Here’s why we serve dinner at PADS!
Next dinner service: Saturday, Sept 14, 6:00 p.m.

“If Hesed House wasn’t here, we would have been living in my truck. Thank you!”

This is the statement Clarissa made when she found herself homeless and caring for 
her seven-year-old son, River. Ironically, she had volunteered at Hesed House when 
she was in school and never could have imagined she would find herself in the same 
situation.

Shelf stocking at the Food Pantry
4th Monday of the month, from 3 to 4 p.m.

We have a faithful team who helps stock the shelves at the 
Aurora Interfaith Food Pantry once a month, and they could use 
some help. This is SUCH an important service to our community, 
and it takes only an hour. If you are interested, contact Linda 
Pfeiffer (lrp2525@gmail.com). 

The first night at Hesed House, she was mostly 
concerned about how her young son would handle it. 
They quickly found comfort in the volunteer and staff 
support surrounding them. They stayed in the PADS 
Overnight Emergency Shelter for four months, and then 
they moved into what was then called the Transitional 
Living Community (TLC) program. She always felt that 
Hesed House staff and volunteers treated them with 
dignity and respect. “I never felt like anyone was looking 
down on us. If anything, they made us feel special.” 

After two years at Hesed House, Clarissa and River were 
able to get back out on their own and have recently 
celebrated their fifth anniversary of being housed! She 
has been at her current job for four years and credits 

many of the skills she’s needed for her job as skills 
she learned while at Hesed House. River just finished 
his freshman year of high school and is quite the 
athlete, playing both football and travel soccer. 

Stories like these are why St. Mark’s supports Hesed 
House and helps out every-other-month by preparing 
and serving dinner.

Will you consider joining the team so you can 
experience first-hand the joy of this ministry! Sign 
up at the Welcome Center for our next service, 
Saturday, September 14th at 6:00 p.m. Even if you 
can’t stay the whole evening, any help you can give 
would be very appreciated.



opportunities to serve
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We support McCleery!

St. Mark’s partnership with McCleery Elementary school is an important part of 
our Outreach Ministry to the community. As we enter our third year supporting 
this neighborhood school, we know we are making a difference. Last May, we 
were honored to be recognized by the West Aurora Board of Education for our 
involvement and positive impact.

McCleery Fall Carnival
Saturday, Sept 21, 11:00 a.m.–1:30 p.m.

One of the ways we have shown our commitment to McCleery has been to get 
involved with the PTO and help run their Fall and Spring Carnivals. This year, we 
want to continue the momentum, and we will be helping at the McCleery Fall 
Carnival. The PTO Board puts this on for McCleery families and students to kickoff 
the school year, and this year’s date is September 21, from 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Sign 
up at the Welcome Center if you’d like to help out!

Coming up in October: We’re going to be partnering with McCleery on a Scholatics 
Book Wish List. We’ll be participating in making kids’ book “wish lists” a reality.  We 
are excited to be involved in the lives of these kids in our Aurora community. Watch 
for details about the October book drive.

ELA classes at St. Mark’s
Tuesdays & Thursday, 6–8 p.m.
Starting Tuesday, Sept 17
In partnership with Waubonsee College, we are glad to be 
able to offer FREE English Language Acquisition classes 
to the community. Help spread the word by picking up a 
Spanish or English flyer at the Welcome Center.
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Inventory 
deadline
ATTENTION MINISTRY & 
TEAM LEADERS: We need 
a list of any and all assets 
your team has or uses 

by September 30th. We want to make sure we 
are insured for the correct amount!  It’s also a great 
time to see what items you don’t need and what 
will need replacing in upcoming years. If you have 
any questions and or comments, please feel free to 
contact me.—Don Friend (donaldfrnd@yahoo.com)

good to know

Thank yous

From Fauntie Wilcoxon:

I would like to thank the friends and 
members of the congregation for 
their expressions of love and prayers 
during my recovery from my fall. It was 
comforting to know you were with me.  
Count your blessings, see what God 
has done.  

In Christ, 
Fauntie Wilcoxon

Constitution update
The Constitution Team—which consists of Paul 
Pavisech (chair), Susan Koepke, Irma Larson, Jon Miller, 
and Pr. Fish—is pleased to share the news we have 
finished our preliminary draft of the 2019  
St. Mark’s Constitution. 

While this may not seem like exciting news on first 
glance, It’s so important for us to be as up-to-date as 
possible when looking for a Senior Pastor. Updating 
our constitution to match Churchwide makes us that 
much more attractive. (One less major task for a new 
pastor to take on!)

Our constitution hasn’t been updated since 2004, and 
this is an ideal time to get this document updated. 
The Constitution Team, with input from Council, has 
been hard at work putting this together, and they were 
even able to incorporate the changes that emerged 
from the Churchwide Assembly this August. When 
our constitution matches that of ELCA Churchwide, 
it demonstrates that we are connected to the wider 
church.

The preliminary draft has now been sent to Metro 
Chicago Synod, where the sections that apply to 
St. Mark’s and how we operate as a church will be 
reviewed. 

Once we get verification from Metro Synod on our 
draft, we then will bring it to Council, and then to the 
congregation. Our purpose in sharing this process is to 
be transparent.

We are pleased to be one step closer to being totally 
up-to-date with our constitution. If you have any 
concerns, please contact Pr. Fish.

Forming a new 
Graphics Team
Do you know (or would you 
like to learn) Adobe’s Creative 
Cloud software?

Our Communications Coordinator, Marcia Broucek, 
is seeking to build a new Graphics Team to help with 
creating some of the signs, posters, banners, and 
images the church needs. If you work with InDesign, 
Illustrator, or Photoshop, your skills would be incredibly 
valuable! And if you’d like to learn some of these, Marcia 
is eager to share. 

Marcia is also looking for a new Photo Librarian  
to help organize submitted photos and keep our 
growing photo library in usable shape.

If any of these things interest you, please contact  Marcia 
Broucek (news@stmarksaurora.net). 

From Kasey Minard

Thank you to all of St. Mark’s congregation members 
who were an integral part of my spiritual family for 24 
years. I have moved to British Columbia to be near my 
son, given my many issues with bone fractures.  My new 
address and phone number: 107 5488 198th Street, 
Langley, BC V3A 1G2 CANADA (778-366-0203).  If you 
are in the area, I hope you will visit.

Peace and love, 
Kasey Minard



Sharing Our Faith, 
Securing Our Future
CAPITAL CAMPAIGN 

For the past three years, our Capital Campaign, 
“Sharing our Faith, Securing our Future,” has made a 
significant contribution to the health and vitality of our 
congregation. We extend our sincere thanks to all of 
you who have been participating through your generous 
pledge giving and additional donations. 

We are delighted that the Capital Campaign has 
achieved many of the goals it set out to accomplish: 

 X Calling a second, full-time pastor 

 X Outreach programs (The Neighbor Project, LIRS, 
and McCleery) 

 X Building staff compensation

 X Training new leaders through programs such as the 
Befriender ministry 

 X Developing faith formation ministries 

 X New family/intergenerational/community events 

 X Reducing St. Mark’s overall debt burden and 
monthly expenses toward building costs

Over the next several weeks, we will highlight some of 
the wonderful ministries that have developed because 
of your commitments to St. Mark’s future and share 
additional ways we can continue to build on this 
foundation in the coming months and years. 
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stewardship

ELCA Churchwide Assembly
Gathering under the theme “We Are Church,” voting 
members of the 2019 Churchwide Assembly of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America gathered for 
its triennial meeting August 5-10 in Milwaukee. The 
more than 900 voting members made a number of key 
decisions to further the mission of this church:  

• Reelected, on the first ballot, the Rev. Elizabeth A. 
Eaton to a six-year term as ELCA presiding bishop.

• Approved the social statement “Faith, Sexism and 
Justice: A Call to Action.” 

• Adopted “A Declaration of Inter-Religious 
Commitment,” which will serve as church policy for 
inter-religious relations. 

• Approved the triennium budget for 2020-
2022, which includes a current fund spending 
authorization of $68,378,325 for 2020, and income 
proposals of $68,442,034 for 2021 and $68,507,018 
for 2022; and an ELCA World Hunger spending 
authorization of $21.5 million for 2020, and an 
income proposal of $21.5 million for 2021 and 
2022.

• Adopted the “Strategy Toward Authentic Diversity 
in the ELCA,” which includes recommendations 
on how the ELCA exhibits authentic diversity and 
formulates goals for racial diversity and inclusion.

• Adopted 26 memorials en bloc, ranging in topics 
from gun violence to engagement in the Holy Land, 
from  gender identity to seminary tuition. 

• Adopted a memorial that affirms the ELCA’s long-
standing commitment to migrants and refugees;  
declared the ELCA a sanctuary church body (with 
each congregation to make their own decision 
about becoming a sanctuary spot). 

One noteworthy item was the announcement that the 
five-year campaign begun in 2013 with a goal of $198 
million was completed with nearly $250 million raised. 
St. Mark’s has benefited directly from this campaign: 
A seminarian named Patrick Fish was awarded a 
scholarship through this campaign’s “Fund for Leaders,” 
he was able to complete his seminary education and is 
now a Pastor of St. Mark’s!



St. Mark’s monthly financial recap for July 2019
Monthly information

Monthly Budget Goal     $    70,914.83
Monthly Offering information
 Envelopes – General Fund     $    64.843.70
 CDC Rent/Administration  $              -       **       
 Miscellaneous   $         380.00 
 Other     $         336.07 
Total General Fund Income      $     65,569.77
Monthly Surplus (Shortfall)     $     (5,355.06)

Summary General Fund information as of 7/31/2019
Annual Budget      $  902,978.00
Percent of Year Completed                           58%
Offerings/Commitments/Other Income       $ 507,750.03 
received year to date    
Actual Expenses year to date     $ 557,178.41
Actual Expense Surplus (Shortfall) year to date    $  (49,428.38)

Budget Surplus (Shortfall) year to date    $  (40,653.80)

Summary “Share and Secure” Capital Campaign information  
as of 7/31/2019

Giving to “Share and Secure” to date    $ 644,367.01
Transferred to Outreach     $   66,702.48
Principal Payments to Mortgage     $ 583,134.58 

Debt Balances as of 7/31/2019
Principal Remaining on Church Building                  $  1,536,020.69
Principal Remaining on CDC      $     491,663.39 
(payments from CDC operating income)

General Fund owes Special Fund   $       20,000.00

** The CDC July rental payment was received after July 31 and was applied in August.

council & finances

Eligible Thrivent 
Financial members can 
use the Thrivent Choice 
grant program to direct 
their “Choice Dollars” to  
St. Mark’s. Last month, 
Thrivent deposited 
$716 in our account, 
thanks to Phoebe 
Bergh, Carol and Jens 
Jensen, and Sheryl 
Murphy. Thank you for 
directing your Thrivent 
Choice Dollars here. 

Council highlights
August 13, 2019

Council agreed to find new church home 
for our old communion trays and chalices, 
which have not been used since 2006.

Pastor Olson presented a Memorials and 
Gift Policy that Council has been asked 
to look over and tweak. Changes and 
additions will be made at next Council 
meeting. In addition, copies have been 
shared with the Endowment Fund 
Committee for their input.

Council voted on a six-member slate for 
the Call Committee, to be recommended to 
the congregation for a vote during a special 
congregational meeting scheduled for 
September 27/28 after all three worship 
services. The six Call Committee nominees 
are Jeanne Flynn, David Gibson, Mark Hipp, 
Jyotsana Mohan, Becky Mueller, and Julie 
Simpson

The Constitution Task Force is waiting for 
word from the 2019 Churchwide Assembly 
on any new changes to the Constitution. 
Those required sections will be included in 
our revised constitution. Then, our revised 
constitution will be sent to Metro Chicago 
Synod for approval.

Council reviewed the Ministry Site Profile 
statistics section and made changes and 
updates from the last profile done in 2016.

VBS had 97 children enrolled in July. More 
than half were from the community.

Two lift pumps need to be replaced. 
Quotes are being secured from several 
companies. It is anticipated that 
replacement of these two pumps will help 
resolve water leakage into the basement.
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Pastoral Acts
Wedding: - Kimberly Manno & Matthew 
Barton – August 3 
Memorial Service: Bev Anderson – 
August 18
Funeral:  Carolene Bell – August 23

Stock Gifts
Did you know that you can fulfill your pledge 
or Capital Campaign commitments by making 
a direct gift of your appreciated stocks or 
mutual funds? You will receive a charitable 
tax deduction for the full fair market value 
of the stock or mutual fund and potentially 
reduce or eliminate any capital gains on the 
appreciated stock. In order to take advantage 
of this, you must DONATE THE STOCK 
DIRECTLY TO THE CHURCH. The church then 
sells the stock in order to turn the donation 
into cash. If you are interested in initiating 
such a gift, please contact Financial Secretary 
Beth Benson at giving@stmarksaurora.net or 
630-234-6529.  Additionally, if you have taken 
advantage of stock gifting in the past, there 
are NEW instructions, so please contact Beth 
for the instructions.
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St. Mark’s 

Lutheran Church

27 S Edgelawn Dr

Aurora, IL 60506

StMarksAurora.net

630-897-6891

2020 vision
Six Decades of Dedication: Over these next several 
weeks and months, we at St. Mark’s will be focusing 
on our Five Vision Priorities that guide our mission 
and ministry. These will also be times when we give 
thanks for God’s gracious guidance and leadership as 
we look forward to 2020 and the 60th Anniversary of 
St. Mark’s as a congregation. To that end, our financial 
Stewardship emphasis will take on the theme “Six 
Decades of Dedication.” And an added dimension 
of life at St. Mark’s is the work that is being done in 
anticipation of calling a new Senior Pastor. 

Vision priorities: Focusing on the Five Vision Priorities 
and responding with our commitments of financial 
support for the mission and ministry of St. Mark’s go 
hand-in-hand. As we live out the Five Vision Priorities, 
it understandably requires support and foundational 
giving in order for us to be faithful disciples. 

First pastor: St. Mark’s has evolved in many ways 
over the close to six decades of dedication. Back in 
December of 1959, the then American Lutheran Church 
extended a Letter of Call to Pastor Joseph Hulterstrum 
to become the organizing Pastor of a new congregation 
in Aurora. Because this was a new mission start, it 
meant much background work and demographic study 
was involved. 

Securing property: It also meant that property had to 
be secured for both a parsonage for the new pastor and 
for a church building. It was not until July of 1960 that 
Pastor Hulterstrum arrived, and then the canvassing 
and door knocking and doorbell ringing began. 

$50,000: The American Lutheran Church purchased 
3.7 acres of land on the southwest corner of Edgelawn 
Drive and Galena Boulevard. The cost? $50,000! There 
was no West Plaza, West Aurora Administrative or 
School buildings, high-rise apartment buildings, Jewel 
Food, or financial institutions. This was the edge of 
town, and corn fields surrounded the land purchase. 

Faithful financial stewardship: Obviously times and 
values have changed. But the importance of faithful 
financial stewardship that made the first unit of St. 
Mark’s a reality still continues. Without faithful giving on 
the part of all of God’s people who claim Jesus as Lord, 
the mission and ministry of St. Mark’s cannot continue. 

Charter members: Those early charter members 
set a high mark for all of us to follow. As they gave 
sacrificially, the start of a new congregation on the west 
side of Aurora became a reality. A total of $137,598 was 
borrowed for the property and construction of the first 
unit. Today, we would have a hard time beginning a new 
congregation with that amount. 

Church home: But in a different time and era, the 
foremothers and forefathers in faith at St. Mark’s did 
just that. Their faithful stewardship has given us the gift 
of a place that is now called a church home by so many. 
And now it is up to all of us to continue in that legacy. 
 

Continuing the legacy: We have been shown what 
close to 60 years—“Six Decades of Dedication”—has 
brought. It is now up to us to consider how we can 
continue the legacy of what Decades of Dedication has 
brought to us and what we can do for those who follow 
in our steps.—Pastor Olson 

Upcoming in our worship
During the month of September, our worship focus will be on St. Mark’s Five Vision Priorities. 
These Priorities were adopted in the course of our Visioning Process begun in 2014 and 
completed in 2016. These Five Priorities form the basis of the direction of St. Mark’s. Each 
weekend in our September worship, we will be looking at one of the Five Priorities as we lift up the 
ministries of St. Mark’s. 
 

Sept 28 & 29 
Priority 5: 
Care for the Poor 
& Marginalized

Aug 31-Sept 1
Priority 1: 
Communicate
Effectively

Sept 7 & 8
Priority 2:
Strengthen 
Relationships

Sept 14 & 15
Priority 3:
Be a Community 
Leader

Sept 21 &22
Priority 4:
Engage Youth 
& Families


