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Together, the young and old are called to be the Church 

Sermon by Pastor Patrick Fish 

Pentecost 15 

September 21-22, 2019 

Luke 16:1-13 
 

Grace and peace to you from Christ, who is faithful. Who generously gives 

away the Kingdom’s riches. Who entrusts it to us and invites us to share it 

in a way that creates newness. Amen.  

 

Move 1: Joke  

A little boy named Jimmy was a little rascal. He rarely listened and regularly made poor 

decisions. Well, his birthday was coming up, and he really wanted a bicycle more than 

anything in the world.  

He begged and begged his mother for one. But every day he seemed to make bad 

choices. His mother kept saying he needed to change his attitude and act if he would 

ever get that bike he so badly wanted. Jimmy promised to change his behavior, but just 

couldn’t.  

With only a few days left before his birthday, Jimmy was desperate. He found it 

impossible to be good. So his mother, trying to be helpful, told Jimmy to write a letter to 

Jesus. Maybe then Jimmy would find it easier to be good.  

Jimmy agreed. He was so excited that he rushed upstairs. He flopped down on his bed 

and began to write: “Dear Jesus, if you let me have a bike, I promise to be good for the 

rest of my life.”  

Thinking about it, he realized that would never happen. So he crumpled the paper up 

and started anew: “Dear Jesus, if you let me have a bike, I promise to be good for this 

whole month.” 

Realizing even that was beyond him, he crumpled it up and started over.  

Realizing he didn’t even know if he could be good for a day, let alone a week or month, 

Jimmy came up with a different plan. 

Jimmy ran into his mother’s room, went to her dresser, removed her statue of the Holy 

Mother, took it, and hid it in a shoe box under his bed.  

He then returned to writing his letter: “Dear Jesus, if you ever want to see your mother 

again, you will get me that bike I want.”  
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Kids have a way of doing making us laugh. Even when they are naughty for multiple 

hours of the day, my children still have a way of melting my heart. Or making me belly 

laugh at some weird comment they make.   

This week, my daughter is shooing me out the door to go to work so I can get some 

monies for us to go to Disney World. She doesn’t want a kiss goodbye. It’s just hurry up 

and make that money.  

 

Move 2: My priorities  

Since becoming a pastor five years ago, I haven’t forgotten why I got into ministry in the 

first place. It wasn’t for the big pay check and glamorous mini-van lifestyle. It was to give 

platform and mic to the voiceless. To ensure the church isn’t just focused on those 

already in church but also those in the community who are lost and unengaged.  

These are my priorities. They guide me and direct me when I find myself stuck. And that 

still holds true.  

But I also will never forget my passion for fostering faith in young people. Children, 

youth, young adults, and young families.  

I’ve shared that I didn’t have a great church experience growing up. I don’t want that to 

be the case for our kids or for our Aurora kids. That’s another huge reason I got into 

ministry: To help the church be better at engaging youth and families.  

I want our kids to know God loves them. I want every child I meet in the community—

whether at McCleery or at the park when I’m out just playing with my girls—that God 

sees them, cares for them, and loves them.   

Growing up, people talked about me as the future of the church. I despised that 

philosophy. As a young pastor, people often talked about my potential, hoping to mold 

me into what they thought a pastor should be, say and do. Oh man, with more 

experience, God is going to work in and through you. Friends, I despite that thinking as 

well.  

I already am the Church. I don’t have to wait until some arbitrary age. God is already 

working in and through me. Has been since my childhood, even before I realized it in 

lots of cases, and in others, with me in sync with the Holy Spirit.  

Children and youth aren’t the future. They are the present. They are the Church. Now. 

Just as you and I are. In Baptism, we are made full members of the Body of Christ. We 

aren’t halfway in. We are full in. Meaning we don’t have to wait to be God’s hands, feet, 

head, or voice. We are all those things as little tots.  

I got into ministry to help our youth and children hear that. Know that. Believe that. And 

then, live into that in their daily lives.  
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Move 3: Preparing to be a disciple relies on God  

Nothing ever fully prepares us to be disciples, to be children of the light. We just have to 

walk and follow. Sometimes we are going to fall. Be dishonest and mess up what has 

been entrusted to us.  

But God doesn’t punish us, as we hear in today’s parable from Luke. Instead, Jesus 

commends us for picking ourselves back up, reversing things, and trying to make things 

new.  

The same holds true of a pastor. ELCA pastors go through eight years of schooling after 

high school: four years of undergrad, and four years of graduate school.  

All that gave me knowledge. I am well versed in Lutheran theology. I also worked as a 

youth director for two years. I was an intern pastor for two years. I worked a summer as 

chaplain at a children’s hospital. All to prepare me for congregational life.  

I will tell you, nothing can prepare you to do an emergency baptism on a stillborn infant. 

Or prepare you to pray with a dad who has a beautiful new child but has lost his wife 

during childbirth.  

Looking back, I wonder: How did I manage and stay faithful in those difficult moments?  

And then I realize, it was all God. Always has been God.  

From my childhood to now, I owe everything to God. Everything good about me. All that 

I am. All that I call mine, it’s all God’s.  

Ministry and mission are not our doing. They’re not ours to hold onto. They are God’s 

work. God’s riches that we are invited and called to join into and to share.  

 

Move 4: Scripture 

That’s what Jesus’ parable for this weekend is all about. It is a story we can all relate to.  

A dishonest manager is about to lose his job because he has misspent all 

his employer’s assets. He has mis-managed them. The manager finds out 

his boss wants to see him in his office. He starts to freak out knowing he 

doesn’t want to do manual labor nor want to have to beg for charity.  

So, he goes around to all the people who owe money to his employer and 

he reduces all their debts. He does so purposely so they will be hospitable 

to him after he is fired.  

And yet, despite squandering all the employer’s money. Despite reducing 

the debt owed and doing so without permission, the manager isn’t fired. 

He isn’t even punished. He is commended. [1]  
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The natural question is: Why? Why is the dishonest manager commended for acting 

wisely?  

Jesus even goes as far as to say that we, as disciples—as saints, as children of the 

light—can learn from this manager.  

Why does Jesus say think and think we can learn from this dishonest, mis-managing, 

squandering man?  

Unlike the prodigal son, there is no rehearsed repentance. There is no acting virtuously. 

It seems all this manager does is free up some people’s debts for his own benefit.  

But, then, that’s who the employer, the master in the parable, is concerned with. The 

people who are freed. Who experience a new relationship. The master is interested in 

what debt reduction does for the people whose debts have been lowered by 50% and 

20%.  

Is the manager commended because he responds wisely in a way that is mutually 

beneficial, despite the difficult circumstances?  

Is the manager commended because he takes less commission in the debts owed 

instead asking for a fair and just asking price?  

Maybe. 

But when I look at this commendation, it doesn’t make any sense from an ethical and 

fairness standpoint. This manager should have been punished and fired for what he did.  

So then, maybe this isn’t a passage about morality or ethics. Maybe Jesus is saying 

religion, faith, being in a relationship with God and Christ is more than being good and 

bad. Being good with money or bad with money.  

I believe Jesus didn’t come to turn me from being a bad kid to a good kid. He came to 

turn me around. To transform me from a lost, dead child to a found, alive child.  

This man squandered his employer’s assets. He reduced debts that weren’t his to 

reduce. And yet, in this contemporary story, Jesus reminds us that the wealth this man 

managed, the debts he reduced, were never his in the first place.  

They were always the employer’s, the master’s, who entrusted them to the manager to 

do with them as he saw fit. In the end, the manager finally stopped focusing on 

collecting and started focusing on freeing and being in relationship.  

Relating that to faith and Christian life, God has given us everything. It all belongs to 

God. We often think we are the owner, that we own all that we have worked for. Yet 

Christ reminds us that none of this was ours to begin with. It was always God. Thanks to 

Christ, we are freed. Given the Holy Spirit to now go and faithfully manage all that has 

been given us.  
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The love and grace of God is not meant to be kept for self. It’s meant to be mutually 

beneficial, not a transactional relationship, as so many of our relationships are in this 

world. “I do this, so then you do this back.” 

No, the new relationship Jesus shows us is one that is reciprocal and egalitarian.  

At times, we will mismanage. We will squander opportunities. We will sin and forget our 

role is as manager and caretaker. But God never gives up on us and never stops 

inviting us to join in God’s work of sharing generously. Like the dishonest manager, we 

continue, as children of the light, to give recklessly and radically.  

 

Move 5: Busch Light story 

I want to close by sharing the story of Carson King. A twenty-year-old college student at 

Iowa State University. I don’t know if you have been following this incredible story.  

Last weekend, College Game Day crew was at Ames to cover the Iowa State versus 

Iowa game. Iowa won 18-17. Great game. But a better story happened from it than 

football. 

Carson King held up a sign during the nationally televised Game Day broadcast that 

read “Busch Light Supply Needs Replenished.” 

Below it was his Venmo account: Carson-King-25.  

 

He called his mom before the game, telling her about the sign he was going to make. 

And his mom, of course, laughed, thinking “What a proud mom moment. My son on 

national TV trying to get more beer.” 

Well, word got out about Carson’s sign. People from all over the nation started donating 

to his Busch Light fund.  

Now, Carson could have kept all that money coming in. Bought lots of beers for his 

college buddies and him. But that’s not what he did. Instead, he pledged to donate it—to 

the University of Iowa Children’s Hospital. A hospital that serves children dealing with 

life-threatening and terminal illness.  
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Even though the hospital sits on his rival campus, Carson wanted to do something with 

that money to make a difference.  

Busch Light found out and pledged to match dollar-for-dollar whatever is raised. Venmo 

pledged to do the same and offered matching funds. What started out as a few dollars 

turned into a few hundred. Then to a few thousand. As of today, it’s up to $400,000.  

One poster board sign. One student who decided it wasn’t his money to keep. It was 

meant for bigger purposes. One person brought light into our world.  

And people saw it. In a world full of darkness, we need those moments that a twenty-

year-old provided. Because of his wisdom and idea, people have been donating in 

droves.  

Friends, Carson is the church. Using Busch Light to help suffering children? Only God 

can do that.  

The night before that game, who knows what Carson was doing. Maybe studying. 

Maybe not. But God doesn’t count or tally our sins. Instead, God invites us into 

awesome, freeing, healing work. Carson and all of us.  

 

Move 6: St. Mark’s Vision Priority 

Stories like this are why one of our five vision priorities is to engage youth and families. 

Because we know God is already engaging them.  

We are excited to join with God in engaging our younger generations. Intentionally 

strengthening relationships between children, youth, young adults, and young parents. 

Intentionally reaching out and building new friendships in our local communities.  

Not to create more members. Not for the purpose of a transaction. But because we 

want to be children of the light in egalitarian, reciprocal relationships who share freely 

and generously.  

Amen.  

_________ 
Resources 
[1] Malcolm, Lois. Commentary on Luke 16:1-13, workingpreacher.org, September 22, 2013. 
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Reflection Questions 
 What would it mean if our mission were to act like the dishonest manager when it 

comes to what God has entrusted into our care? 
 Why is Jesus interested not only in our use of wealth but also with our relationship 

with wealth?  
 When you were a young kid or a young parent, who was someone who took time to 

show care?   


