
1 
 

Compassion & Uncommon Living:  

Called to Live Differently 

Sermon by Pastor Patrick Fish 

Pentecost 13 

September 7-8, 2019 

Luke 14:24-33 

Grace and peace to you from Christ, who calls us to life. 

A life of discipleship. Amen. 

 

Move 1: Introduction  

On this weekend when Sunday School begins; when we’re involved in a “God’s Work, 

Our Hands” project and all the good feels that go with that; when we are tying Scripture 

to our second congregational priority from our 2014 visioning process, “Strengthen 

relationships and build community so people feel cared for, supported, and nurtured as 

disciples and followers of Jesus”—it’s all about togetherness. Being a family. Teaching 

our children. Serving shoulder to shoulder. Focused on continuing to be a congregation 

who cares for every person who is a part of this congregation.  

And I get this number from God today. Seriously, God? This is the assigned Gospel 

text: “Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, 

brothers and sisters … cannot be my disciple” (Luke 14:26-27).  

This is one of those times when I feel our response should end with a question mark 

rather than a period: “This is the Gospel of our Lord?” 

Jesus’ teaching causes us to pause. It’s challenging. Concerning. Direct. Difficult. At 

least for me, my first reaction is, “Come again, Jesus? What now? Hate our family and 

even our own life. For real?” 

Jesus’ evangelism tactic is obviously focused solely on getting as many people as 

possible to follow him . . . yeah, no . . . the opposite.  

Now, many preachers and pastors have gone the route explaining and justifying that, 

back in that time, prophets would use hyperbole in order to get people’s attention. Jesus 

used it all the time. Deliberate exaggeration to make a point.  

“If any one of you has sinned, go blot out your eyes. Cut off your hands.” 
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Jesus doesn’t want a bunch of blind and no-hand disciples. This is Jesus exaggerating 

to make a point. To point out the pointlessness of people judging who sinned more and 

worst. Jesus says we all sin, period.  

However, in this weekend’s teaching, I don’t want to ignore the challenge Jesus is 

giving to us, to anyone wondering if they should follow Jesus or not. I don’t want to take 

the easy route. I want to sit a bit and dwell uncomfortably. Examine what Jesus meant 

and why he felt it was important to say.  

At the dinner party we heard about last week, people were probably thinking, one, ‘Not 

inviting that guy to my Super Bowl party. He’s a buzzkill.’ And, two, ‘Do I really even 

want to follow this guy?’ 

People in the crowds who were following him after the dinner party were all potential 

followers of Jesus. They, too—like us—are wondering, ‘Do I really want to follow this 

guy?’ 

 

Move 2: Scripture 

I think that is the point Jesus is trying to make.  

Christ isn’t interested in “half-in” disciples. In disciples only interested in the title or label 

of being a Christian because it’s cool or because it’s easy. He’s not interested in 

growing just to grow. He wants all of us. Dedicated disciples.  

In this passage Jesus has started his journey toward Jerusalem. He knows the cross he 

will bear as a result of his teaching and how he lives. He asks us directly and bluntly: 

Are we ready? Are we willing to walk the journey to Jerusalem metaphorically? To carry 

whatever crosses come our way?  

This is Jesus challenging us. It’s also Jesus warning us. There is cost. There is risk. 

There is heartache and sleepless nights on this road. Join me, but do so knowing all 

that it comes with. 

Hatred is synonymous with bearing a cross. Meaning, Jesus doesn’t say hate your 

siblings or parents. (Young people, hear that again!) Hate here isn’t referring to the 

absence of love. Hate isn’t something we do to others. It’s something we must be ready 

to encounter and receive from others.   

Jesus is again referring and addressing the challenges, costs, and real consequences 

that await us in choosing to conduct ourselves in the way of Christ.  

Back in that time, Jewish families were central to the social and societal fabric of the 

world. You had familial responsibilities. Sons, you were expected to be involved and 

take up the family business. Daughters, you had duties to help mom keep the house 

running smoothly [1].  
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This particular Gospel teaching would have been met with serious criticism and anger. It 

went against the ways of the world, the life that was expected and taught.  

Jesus uses metaphors that would have been commonly held in that time.in our time: 

building and battles. You don’t build without knowing what supplies you need. Before 

painting the Child Development Center this weekend, we needed to gather paint 

brushes, tarps, tape, rollers, etc. We couldn’t just show up.  

Similarly, a king wouldn’t go into battle without weighing the costs: How many troops 

would be lost, what strategy would have the least amount of casualties, what is the exit 

and escape plan should the troops start to suffer massive losses?  

Jesus was weighing the real costs of following him. Back then, if you followed Jesus, it 

would mean being disowned by your family, cut off. You would have had to rely on a 

whole new family—your Christian family--not blood but by adoption.  

Jesus wanted “all-in” followers because he knew the cost and risks. He wanted to make 

sure his followers then knew that, too, so he asks the people in the crowd potentially 

thinking about joining to count the cost before you commit. [2]  

 

Move 3: Discipleship Today 

Jesus was speaking to a specific crowd at a particular time in human history. Yet he 

asks the same challenge and preparedness of us today.  

Are you ready? Am I ready? To not just label ourselves “Christian” and be Christian 

when it’s easy?  

Are we ready to be hated? To stand up and speak out against things of this world that 

divide us from God: inequality, greed, and excess? 

To follow a life of compassion, mercy, and justice? 

Carrying the cross is a daily struggle and a daily renewed commitment. It entails living 

differently, having different priorities than the life we are told is “successful” in this world. 

It means being a champion for the poor. Expanding family beyond blood to include 

neighbors of every race, gender, religion, and sexuality. It means opposing a life 

centered only on self to a life balancing a love of self with a love of others and a love of 

God. [3] 

Following Christ is more than just coming to church. We come to church to renew our 

batteries so we can go out into the world and walk as Christ walked. Live as Christ lived. 

But following Christ is a daily commitment. Something we do every day, not just when 

we have free time.  

Jesus doesn’t want our leftovers. He doesn’t want to get us only when we have no other 

commitments. Jesus wants all of us. Wants us to live differently, to live uncommonly.  
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And in doing so, Jesus warns us, it may cause friction. It may cause tension. In your 

families. It may cause others to ridicule you.  

I can tell you this, friends: Following Christ—truly following his example, his teaching, 

his life of love—it isn’t easy. Hatred. Evil. Nastiness. They have all come to my front 

door. They are present in my life.  

But then Christ prepared me. He told me. He told you. He never said it would be easy.  

Hatred and evil come into our lives because the world doesn’t want us to follow Jesus. 

Jesus tells us to deny the life that the world sells us. A life bent on excess, distractions, 

and possessions. Christ tells us to choose life. Choose life with him.  

The true life. The real life. The life of Christian discipleship. That, yes, has sleepless 

nights. That can be tiring at points. But, more importantly, is also amazing. Life-giving. 

Joy-filled. Purpose-led.  

It’s a life that doesn’t deny death but overcomes it through the resurrection. That calls a 

spade and spade and yet isn’t destroyed. Because we aren’t following out of guilt. Out 

of fear. Instead, we are following because once we walk in the way of the cross—once 

we are transformed by the love of God—there is no other way.  

Because we know we’ve been found. We know the light. And we’ve found life. A life 

filled with purpose, meaning, joy, and peace.  

 

Move 4: Tie in  

So, while Jesus’ teaching is difficult, while it does cause us pause, we realize behind it 

all is good news. Jesus wants us … you … all of you.  

And Jesus wants you to have life. The life God intended for you. He warns us what that 

life will entail but, then, life without him has that, too.  

Why do life without him and without each other? Instead, we do it together. We do it 

with Christ. And that is how we endure. That is how we have the strength to keep going.  

There is cost, but there is tremendous gain when we risk and go all in.  

 

Move 5: We do it together 

For a while, my family didn’t know what to do with me when I went all in on following 

Jesus. I’ve lost friends because of the life I’ve chosen. 

But, at the same time, I’ve gained everything. I’ve gained lifelong relationships. I’ve 

gained second grandmas and grandpas. Been adopted into families I didn’t know I 

needed.  I gained you, Church. My family. Forever. You have gotten me through my 
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dad’s death. My wife’s miscarriage. Countless transitions. You did that. You supported 

me. Nurtured me. Loved me. So that I could continue going. Could continue fighting. 

Could continue following Christ.   

I’m going to ask you in a moment to raise your hand. (Don’t do it until I tell you to.)  

 How many of you have been hospitalized or had a loved one hospitalized?  

 How many of you have had a scary diagnosis or a loved one had a bad 

diagnosis?  

 How many of you have mental illness or have a loved one with mental illness? 

 How many of you have experienced loneliness? 

 How many of you have had a spiritual crises? 

 How many of you have lost a job? 

 How many of you have been divorced? 

 How many of you have experienced financial stress? 

If any one of those statements applied to you, please raise your hands.  

Look around.  

You are not alone. Yes, all of us at some point, maybe even now, are broken. But we 

are not crushed. Because we have each other. Because we are a community. Who lives 

differently. Who doesn’t sit idly by when a loved one in our midst is suffering. We enter 

in.  

Because we know that’s where Jesus. And that’s the life we get to live. Get to lead.  

 

Move 6: Illustration 

To illustrate this truth, that we are church together, that we are better together, I want to 

do an illustration together. It’s going to require all of you to participate.  

Here I have red yarn. I want us to pass it around to all our neighbors so that it weaves in 

and out around the congregation until all of us are connected.  

[yarn is passed among the congregation].  

St. Mark’s has so many care ministries that are aimed at walking alongside hurting and 

suffering people so that no one walks alone. Which is why one of our top priorities is to 

care for others and be a community that nurtures each other.  

That is St. Mark’s. We aren’t just a bunch of programs. We are a community of people 

who believe every person matters. Every story matters. Every person belongs.  

Together, we are God’s people, who come every week to God’s church to renew our 

commitment to a life of Christian discipleship.  
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Our commitment strengthens and lifts each other up—to care for each other, support 

each other, nurture each other—so that together we can collectively be disciples and 

followers of Christ.   

Amen.  

 

________ 
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Reflection Questions:   
 

 What's difficult to give up or let go of in order to follow Jesus? 

 When has someone made you feel cared for and loved? 

 How are we, at St. Mark's, called to be a community of disciples living 

differently?  
  

 


