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The Lobsters of the Church World 
Sermon by Pastor Patrick Fish 

Day of Pentecost 

June 8-9, 2019 
Genesis 11:1-9 

Acts 2:1-21 
 

Grace to you from God the Father, who sent the Son. Peace to you from 
the Son, who sent the Spirit. Grace & Peace to you, from the Triune God, 
whose very being is relational. Who gathers us, fills us, and equips us with 
gifts to be in relationship with people in every nation. Amen. 

 

Move 1: Lobster Story 

During my first year of college, I dated a girl who attended Northwestern University. 
Now, nothing against Augustana College, which is where I attended. I met some brilliant 
and well-rounded people there. But Augie is no Northwestern. My ACT score was in the 
mid-twenties. When I sent my ACT score and application to the Northwestern 
admissions department, they sent me back a short letter. Two letters: N. O. And an 
emoji. The crying, laughing face emoji.  

Well, anyway, Augustana parties were very laid back. House parties. We didn’t dress 
up. My lacrosse formal was just us going to the Iowa City bars on a party bus. This is 
what I was used to.  

That first year, my girlfriend at the time invited me to her sorority’s end-of-the-year party. 
It was a private event at the Shedd Aquarium in Chicago, and the theme was a “less 
formal costume party.”  

Those were the instructions I was given. Now, remember: I am not classy. Fashion has 
never been my strong suit. I thought “less formal costume party” meant a Halloween 
party!  

So I went out to Goodwill and bought myself a big lobster costume for the party. It was a 
steal. I got the whole ensemble for $10.  

The Friday night of the party arrived. I knew I had to rush because I had class until 2:30 
p.m. and Northwestern was five hours away. So I told my girlfriend I would just meet her 
at the Aquarium.  
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After class, I threw on my lobster outfit and drove all the way to Chicago. Imagine 
driving next to that. Lobster in a Chrysler Town and Country minivan. Take that guy 
seriously.  

And, of course, city traffic made me late. So when I got there, I was frustrated and 
flustered. I finally found a decent parking spot and ran in. I was anxious because I didn’t 
really know these people. And, I was late.  

And then my worst nightmare happened. I got to the check-in table … and they weren’t 
in costume! They had masquerade masks. I looked around the atrium and around the 
room. No one else was in costume. Everyone was wearing these decorated masks.  

My face became the color of the rest of my outfit. I still remember the face of my 
girlfriend when she first saw me. It wasn’t an “I’m glad to see you” look. No “thanks for 
driving all the way here.” It was, “How could you possibly wear that!”  

I stood out. I was different. I couldn’t hide if I tried.  

I was at a crossroads. Do I run away and never look back? Or do I lean in and embrace 
the lobster?  

And something came over me. I don’t know these people. Who cares? I’m just gonna be 
me. 

I went over to my girlfriend and gave her a big hug. Then I said, “Sorry, honey, my 
clown costume was dirty. This is the only thing I had clean.” 

Everyone died laughing. And the rest of the evening, my costume was a hit. Everyone 
came up and talked to me.  

Yes, I was different. But different made me stand out. I stood out like a, well, like a 
lobster at a classy masquerade party. It made me unique. Made people come up and 
want to be around me.  

 

Move 2: Being Different 

In church, we often talk about how everyone is welcome. How we love everyone. Now, 
I’m talking “church” in general.  

But for too long, unfortunately, people on the margins—the young, the vulnerable, the 
different—have found that these pleasantries haven’t been completely and authentically 
true. 

The code for “everyone is welcome” too often is everyone is welcome … only if you are 
okay worshipping like us. Praying like us. Singing like us. 

The code for “we love everyone” too often is we do love you … if you think, act, and 
behave like us.  
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Unconsciously or consciously, church in general hasn’t been a sanctuary for the 
different.  

I’ve heard in countless churches the message that we are one in the body of Christ. 
However, oneness and unity are different than sameness. Oneness doesn’t mean 
sameness.  

At St. Mark’s, we believe this. We know this. And we live this. And because of this, we 
are different. We are the lobsters of the church world.  

Here, we believe we are all members of the one body of Christ, but each of us has 
unique and different gifts. We aren’t the same, and this is by God’s design. We proclaim 
that diversity and difference have been part of God’s design from day one.  

When we approach difficult passages like today’s lesson about the Tower of Babel, we 
don’t fall into the trap of thinking that difference is something to avoid. Nor do we think 
of diversity as a punishment.  

 

Move 3: Babel story 

I’ve always struggled with the Tower of Babel story in Genesis. I’ve always wondered 
why God seems to sabotage the people.  

Is God vengeful? A bully? Jealous or anxious?  

No.  

Upon more reflection, God’s intervention is not a sign of God’s jealousy or worry about 
God’s omnipotence being overtaken. It actually describes God’s character and how 
personally involved God is in the world. And has been from the very beginning. [1] 

Notice: God doesn’t destroy the city, tower, or structure of Babel. It’s not the building 
God is upset with. It’s the people’s motivations and reasons for building the structure 
that God takes offense with.  

God confuses the people’s language for a couple reasons.  

First, the people want to stay put. They aren’t interested in growing outward. They want 
to settle. God, at that time, wanted the people to expand, spread out, and scatter. As 
God stated in Genesis 1, “Fill the whole earth and multiply.” [2]  

In other words, diversify your horizons. Fill your chapters. Don’t get stuck in one place. 
Don’t think that one chapter, one place is final. That the experiences of one place are 
the experiences of all. Don’t think that the feelings you have, the way you feel, the lens 
in which you experience the world are the same for every person, across the world.  

God says, No, experience difference. Diversify.   
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Secondly, I believe God was critiquing empire rule that stressed one dominate language 
and forced conformity. Totalitarian empires were common during that time, and God 
was against the thought that one way was the way, the only way. [3] 

God wanted the people to expand and diversify.  

Lastly, and I believe the big reason, God confused their language was the people’s 
motivation to be exactly like God. Their pride and unbelief did them in. They believed 
they didn’t need God. Their rebellious sense and feeling of not needing God caused 
God to intervene.  

All those reasons point to the misconception that people don’t think they need God. 
They don’t realize their need for reliance on God. To be set apart. To be God’s beloved. 
To be different. 

This is why I find it interesting that the Tower of Babel story is always read in connection 
with the Pentecost story in Acts. Many have taught, and misinterpreted, that Acts 2 is a 
reversal of the confusion at Babel. That Pentecost is a solution to the problem of the 
Tower of Babel. 

Yet the issue with such a reading is that, when we do this, we assume diversity is a 
punishment from God and that different cultures and languages are a problem needing 
to be fixed. [4] 

 

Move 4: Acts story 

I don’t view the stories of Babel and Pentecost as separate from one another. Or as one 
solving the problem of another.  

They are connected, true. Both reveal that God is committed to diversity, to difference. 
By design God wants people to expand and spread beyond what is like them. 

The people of Babel got in trouble because they wanted to settle, to have one language. 
To unify in order to become little gods not needing G…O…D anymore. 

The story of Pentecost isn’t the story of God creating one, universal, heavenly 
language. It’s the incredible and miraculous story of God bestowing the Spirit on the 
disciples.  

In an instant, these common-dialect, Galilean nobodies—these guys with little to no 
education—are able to speak fifteen different languages fluently.  

The Pentecost story is public. The drama of the disciples receiving this incredible ability 
is noisy, disruptive. Yet it’s not reversive. It doesn’t reverse a punishment God sent 
down for Babel. It doesn’t fix a problem that needed to be fixed.  
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No. The good news is that God doesn’t ask us to speak in one language. The Spirit 
enables us to hear the Gospel in our own language, whether that be Hebrew, Greek, 
English, Spanish, text, or emoji. 

God meets us where we are. Not asking us to speak in God’s language. But, instead, 
choosing to speak in our many languages. [4] 

Pentecost is God’s commitment to difference and diversity. It reveals and expresses 
again God’s greatest hopes for all humankind: To join in our difference. In our mess. 
And meet us. As God always has. Since the beginning of Creation.  

In the noisy, dramatic, and public story of the disciples receiving the Holy Spirit, we hear 
the disciples being empowered and equipped to speak the Good News in multiple 
languages. Every language in the region is represented.  

Why?  

To show us that the disciples were not meant to speak just to those like them. They 
were meant to turn the Church, the Movement of the Way, outward.  

The disciples were gathered, given ability, and sent out. To the devout Jews. To the 
Gentiles. To the outsiders.  

 

Move 5: Pentecost is not one and done 

The Pentecost story is ongoing. The Spirit is still alive and active today. Gathering us. 
Giving us ability. And sending us out.  

Yes, we have one weekend when we celebrate the Day of Pentecost. But Pentecost is 
not a one-day event. Pentecost is not about nostalgia, about remembering how the 
Spirit came down upon the early disciples.  

The Holy Spirit is not a singular occurrence. It’s not something we receive in our 
Baptism and then never talk about again. We discern the Spirit’s activity daily. We ask 
ourselves daily: What is the Spirit calling us to be in the world? 

More importantly, we ask ourselves, How is the Holy Spirit calling us to be different? To 
stand out? To be set apart? 

 

Move 6: Tie-in  

Oftentimes, we think conforming is the way to go. That it’s definitely easier to fit in and 
be safe.  

But Jesus didn’t die for us to play it safe. Jesus rose and sent us the Spirit, our 
advocate, to dwell in us, but not so we would stay in the private upper room. 
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The Holy Spirit meets us where we are. Gathers us. Equips and empowers us. And then 
calls us outward.  

Not to be safe. But to be the lobster in the room. To risk. To push boundaries. To let die 
fears that don’t serve the gospel. To be courageous and not be afraid to stand out and 
stand up.  

Now, I pray you stand out for way better reasons than I did at that masquerade party. 
However, the concept applies.  

Stand out. Be different. Be the lobster at the party.   

For God doesn’t call us to be the same. Yes, we are one in Christ. But oneness isn’t 
sameness. Oneness in Christ means we follow Jesus and the teachings in scripture. 

Jesus’ table was open. And at the table, everyone. Everyone is given a place to be fed. 
A space to dine at the banquet feast.  

Scripture teaches us that God, from Babel to Pentecost to now, is committed to 
difference and diversity. Everyone is a part of God’s design.  

We are following Christ and being led by the Spirit when we accept difference.  

When we affirm diversity.  

When we love with no exceptions.  

When we view all people as created in the image of God. 

When we fight so that no one is considered illegal.  

When we share God’s abundant love with each other and the world. 

When we welcome all to the party. Lobsters and all.  

Amen.  
________ 
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Reflection Questions 
 

 How is the Spirit still being poured out and alive in your life? In the life of  
St. Mark's?  

 How does the Pentecost story point us and the church outward?  

 How does Pentecost cause us to see difference and diversity differently?  

 


