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Staff Contact Information 
 

Pastoral Staff 
Pastor Patricia Geiseman                                    Ext.  101   pgeiseman@stmarksaurora.net 
Pastor Patrick Fish                                               Ext.  102   pfish@stmarksaurora.net 
 
 
 

Ministry Staff 
Kristin Young, Director of Worship & the Arts       Ext. 103   kyoung@stmarksaurora.net 

 

Sue Hilderbrand, Director of Bell Choirs              Ext. 108   shilderbrand@stmarksaurora.net 
 

Kari Reiseck, Director of Youth & Family Ministries Ext. 104   kreiseck@stmarksaurora.net 
 
 
 

Support Staff 
Deb Arcilla, Office Manager      Ext. 100   darcilla@stmarksaurora.net 

 

Marcia Broucek, Communications Coordinator   Ext. 107   news@stmarksaurora.net 
 

John Themanson, Finance Administration   Ext. 105   jthemanson@stmarksaurora.net 
 

Al Lettow, Facility Manager      Ext. 106   facilitymgr@stmarksaurora.net  
 

Terese Ruppel, Nursery Coordinator   630-466-1036  ter60554@gmail.com  
 
 
 
 

Financial Secretary                             
Beth Benson Ulrich             630-234-6529  giving@stmarksaurora.net 
 
 
 

St. Mark’s Child Development Center 
Colette Patterson-Moon, Director    630-897-6063  stmarksdir@att.net  
 
 
 

Council Members 
Don Friend (President), Austin Bredow (Outreach), Charlie Brummet (Treasurer), Chad Gooch 
(Technology), Michelle Leedham (Congregational Care), Pamela  Miller (Youth & Family Ministry), 
Ginny Pavesich (Stewardship), Carol Reiseck (Stewardship), Pastor Patrick Fish, Pastor Patricia 
Geiseman  

St. Mark's Lutheran Church 
27 South Edgelawn Drive 
Aurora, Ill inois 60506 
Office Hours: Mon-Fri, 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

God’s Work, Our Hands  630-897-6891 
 
StMarksAurora.net 
 

office@StMarksAurora.net  

St. Mark’s  
Lutheran Church 
Sharing Christ’s Abundant Love  
with Each Other and the World “I am the vine, you are the branches.”  John 15:5 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Happy Easter! 
Easter invites us to see the power of love in our lives and in our world, to 
renew our trust and identity as participants in God’s Great Gift. The Easter 
message for all of us is that Love sweeps us up. We all are caught up in the 
cosmic sweep of Divine grace and mercy.  

 

If you are visiting St. Mark’s today, we welcome you!   
We invite you to take one of the WELCOME cards in the pew racks and let 
us know what’s on your mind. Please stop by our Welcome Center and pick 
up a brochure about who St. Mark’s is and what we do.  
 

 
If you ordered Easter flowers  
Thank you for helping to make the sanctuary so beautiful. Your purchase of an Easter 
plant in honor or in memory of someone special is such a gift! You are welcome to 
take your plant home after the last Easter service on Sunday. 

Prayers 
 

5:00 p.m.  Kathy Pippig, Roger, Julia Taylor 
 
 

9:00 a.m.  Bev Anderson, Howard Burns, Burris family, Kim Christensen, Ken Fulks,  
Charlie Graves, Sara Gross, Drew Kiesling, Gerry Lanigan, Nancy Mulford, Jim Origer,  
Patti Rundle, Ron Speechley, Roger, James Ryan Young, Sophia Zizzo    
 
 

10:30 a.m.  Angel Althoff, Allan Broer, Doris Harbinson, Dennis Johnson, David Lippold, 
Marion Mente, Jill Wilbert, Greg Williamson, Alex Winterer 
 
 

Continuing Care:  Johanna Brinkman, Richard Brinkman, Laurie Dunn, Tad Dyer,  
Jim Hutton, Joanne Jackman, Tom Jones, John Lange, Mason McNamara, Terry Minor,  
Grant Oestriech, Wendy Overstreet, Joe Rangel, Fran Robinson, Sharon Ross,  
Bessie Sclavos, Lois Swan, Lorand Szekely 
 
 

We pray for comfort and peace for Terry Mueller, for whom death draws near. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

You are invited to a bountiful Easter Breakfast 
Served from 8:00 to 10:30 a.m. 

No reservations necessary. 
Children are welcome. 

Free-will offering to support the youth of St. Mark’s. 
 

St. Mark’s high school students and families are serving a delicious breakfast 
before, between, and after services on Easter morning, between 8:00 and 10:30 
a.m. All are welcome to share the bounty of breakfast casseroles, bagels, fruits, 
milk, juice, water, and coffee. Proceeds from a free-will offering will go toward 
this summer's HS mission trip to Denver. Thank you for your support!  

 

Rebuilding 
Together Aurora 
Saturday, April 27 
8:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m. 
 

“National Rebuilding 
Day” is being held 
across the country on 
the last Saturday in 
April. This year, St. 
Mark’s will participate 
by spending the day 
helping an Aurora 

family with much-needed home repairs. We want to restore a bedroom, brighten 
their living space, and correct a few safety concerns. We’ll be patching walls, 
painting, removing old carpeting, installing new flooring, replacing a handrail, doing 
some minor plumbing repairs, and landscaping. No special skills are needed, just a 
willingness to spend some time. No need to be there all day. Every hour helps! 
Our project leader, Matt Greising, will also be doing some prep work on 
Thursday and Friday, and he’d be grateful for your help then as well. Sign up at 
the Welcome Center for when you can help.  

  

HS service outing 
Saturday, April 27. 7:30 a.m.—1:30 p.m. 
 

The April HS outing will focus on service. In the 
morning, the HS students will serve, alongside other 
St. Mark’s volunteers, at Rebuilding Together Aurora 

to help repair a home. In the afternoon, they will help run games at the McCleery 
Spring Carnival. Permission slips are available. Contact Pr. Patrick for details. 

  

McCleery Spring Carnival 
Saturday, April 27, 11:00 a.m.—1:30 p.m. 
 

McCleery Elementary School is holding a 
Community Carnival for their students and families on Saturday, April 27th. As a 
partner with McCleery, we are excited to join them to help run this community 
event. Our HS students will be helping as a part of their monthly outing, and 
some of our regular McCleery mentors will be helping run games. If you are 
interested in helping out, let Pr. Patrick know. 

 

Thank you for your support! 
 

On Palm Sunday, many St. Mark’s people enjoyed the 
delicious pancakes and sausage cooked up by men in the 
congregation. Naomi Circle is delighted to announce that the 
breakfast raised $465 for the new boiler fund. Thank you! 

Visit our website for more information 
StMarksAurora.net 



We’ve been waiting for you!  
 

Our mission at St. Mark’s Lutheran Church is to share Christ’s abundant love 
with each other and the world. We are called to reach out to persons of all ages 
and life situations with Christ’s own hospitality and acceptance, to invite you to 
be our companion on the spiritual journey as we discover together the ways that 
Christ is offering hope, healing, and a renewed sense of meaning for our lives. If 
you are not a member, we would love to talk with you about our ministry. We 
invite you to talk to one of our pastors or stop at the Welcome Center near the 
church entrance. May your worship experience here at St. Mark’s draw you 
closer to Christ and his abundant love! 

   Holy Week at St. Mark’s 
 
 

SUNDAY, April 21—EASTER 
NO SUNDAY SCHOOL 
7:30a  Early Easter Worship 
8:00a  Easter Breakfast (served until 10:30a) 
9:00a  Festival Worship  
10:30a  Festival Worship  
 
MONDAY, April 22 
OFFICE CLOSED TODAY 
9:00a  Lydia’s Piecemakers & Knit Pickers 
3:00p  Food Pantry shelf stocking 
7:00p  Fox Valley Festival Chorus rehearsal 
    
TUESDAY, April 23 
9:30a  CDC Pre-K Music 
10:00a  Adult Study resumes—Book of Acts 
1:00p  Staff meeting 
6:00p  ELA class 
 
WEDNESDAY, April 24 
9:00a  The Bread Wrappers 
1:00p  Office volunteers 
3:30p  SACC Music 
5:00p  Roaring Ringers 
5:30p  Joyous Praise Bells 
5:30p  FDL 
6:00p  Confirmation 
7:00p  Hope Circle 
 
THURSDAY, April 25 
APRIL 25th IS ST. MARK’S DAY* 
10:00a  Adult Fellowship—Sanctuary Hall 
6:00p  ELA class  
7:00p  Lion’s Voice Choir rehearsal 
 
FRIDAY, April 26 
Spring Confirmation Retreat—LOMC 
6:30p  Al -Anon 
 
SATURDAY,  April 27 
7:30a  HS Outing 
8:00a  Rebuilding Together Aurora 
11:00a  McCleery Spring Carnival 
11:00a  Sampson recital 
5:00p  Worship 
 
SUNDAY, April 28 
9:00a  Sunday School 
9:00a  Worship  
10:30a  Worship & First Communion 
11:30a  HS Praise Team rehearsal 
2:30p  Men’s sectional rehearsal 
3:00p  Travel Choir rehearsal 

Discipleship Announcements  

 

THIS WEEK’S  
WORSHIP FOCUS 
 

The Day of Easter is upon us. 
Like millions of people before us, 
we gather and share the ancient 
antiphonal Paschal greeting … 
“Christ is risen. He is risen 
indeed!” Jesus of Nazareth, who 
was crucified, has been raised. 
He is now the Risen Christ! 

 
 

All of the Gospels tell the story of Easter. Each of the writers tells the story 
with their own themes and emphases. Like we all do! Common to all of the 
Gospels is the empty tomb and the presence of women. Especially present is 
Mary Magdalene. 
 

John tells us that Mary went alone to the tomb. She was so alarmed that she 
went to tell Peter and the others Jesus was not there. Mary returned, and in 
sadness stood weeping in the garden. Through her tears she could not recognize 
Jesus, now the Risen Christ, who stood in front of her. When he called her 
name, she recognized him. Their relationship was not over, but it had changed. 
 

Sometimes we are like Mary. We can’t recognize PRESENCE in our lives. Tears 
of sadness and grief can blur our vision. Busyness can make us feel like we are in 
a whirlwind. Tragedy and turmoil leave us looking for what once was. 
 

We are vulnerable . . . like old cathedrals. Easter invites us to see again the 
power of love in our lives and in our world, to renew our trust and identity as 
participants in God’s Great Gift. 
 

Adult Fellowship 
Thursday, April 25 
10:00 a.m., Sanctuary Hall 
 

All are welcome to join the April 
Adult Fellowship gathering. On April 25th Ed Hunter will be the 
guest speaker, presenting his work as a chaplain in the medical 
community. The group will then head to East China Inn in North 
Aurora for lunch together. Sign up at the Welcome Center 
if you’d like to participate.  

 

Spring Confirmation Retreat 
Friday, April 26—Sunday, April 28 
 

Next Friday, 21 sixth, seventh, and eighth 
grade Confirmation students (plus 3 
adults) will be heading out to Lutheran 
Outdoor Ministries Center in Oregon, 
Illinois for a weekend of learning, team 
building, and fun. They’ll be focusing on 
the theme “It Only Takes a Spark” to 
pass on God’s love for others. Please 
hold them in your prayers. 

First Aid Training 
Saturday, May 4, 3:00 p.m.—4:30 p.m. 
Sunday, May 5, 11:30 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 
 

During the first weekend of May, we are 
offering an introduction to First Aid, taught by 
Joe Jaras. We will also be introducing A.L.I.C.E. 

(Alert, Lockdown, Inform, Counter, Evacuate), which is a training 
on being prepared in case of an active shooter situation. Earlier 
this year, St. Mark’s staff and hospitality leaders received 
A.L.I.C.E. training from the Aurora Police Department, and staff 
will share some of the highlights. You are invited to attend either 
of the sessions (both include the same material). Sign up at the 
Welcome Center.  

Reflection Questions 
 

 Like Mary (from whom Jesus cast out seven demons), we have demons of 
our own: envy, pride, stinginess, anger, to name a few.  Mary’s tears blocked 
her from seeing Jesus—now the Risen, Universal Christ—in front of her.  

 

What demons do you hold on to? What grief blocks your ability to see the 
LOVE that is present and open to you? 

 

 This week’s sermon/Courier image is from a fourteenth-century Eastern 
church fresco that shows Jesus pulling people from hell!  

 

Have you ever felt like you were lifted “from hell”? How do we lift each 
other up? How do we help each other stay in the land of the living? 

Summer position 
at St. Mark’s 
We’re still looking! St. Mark’s needs a 
Facility Manager for the summer, from 
June 1 to Sept 1. We need a 

responsible self-starter to manage the church buildings and 
maintain the grounds. Knowledge of maintenance tasks, such as 
mechanical, electrical, and plumbing, is required. Salary and hours 
are flexible and negotiable. Contact the church office or send 
your resume to Al Lettow at facilitymgr@stmarksaurora.net. 

If you are thinking about singing with the choir for the special 
celebratory service for Pr. Pat on Sunday, June 2nd, now is the 
time to join them. Special rehearsals start Thursday, May 2, from 
7:00-7:45 p.m. Contact Kristin Young for more information. 

 

Adult Study 
Tuesday, April 23, 10:00 a.m. 
 

The Adult Study group meets on 
Tuesdays in the Community 
Room at 10:00 a.m. This week 

the study on The Book of Acts resumes, with this schedule: 
April 23: The World Upside Down  
April 30: A Riot in Ephesus 
May 7: On Trial for the Resurrection 
May 14: And So We Came to Rome 

All are welcome to join in at any time. If you need study 
materials, contact Pr. Patrick (pfish@stmarksaurora.net) 

 

BeFriender Training 
 

Saturday, May 4 retreat 
Tuesday, May 14, 21, 28 
6:30-8:30 p.m. 
 

One of St. Mark’s goals for 2019 is to expand the ways we 
can walk alongside those among us who are struggling, ill, or 
grieving. The BeFriender Training is an excellent way we 
can do that. BeFrienders provide a sacred and safe space for 
people to talk about their experiences, thoughts, and feelings 
without being judged or criticized. The value and healing 
potential of having one’s story heard is profound! St. Mark’s is 
offering free BeFriender training in May, starting with a one-
day retreat. If you are interested, talk with Pr. Patrick.  

Spring FDL musical 
“100% Chance of Rain” 
Wednesday, May 1, 7:30 p.m. 
 

The 1st through 5th grade FDL 
kids will present the musical “100 
Percent Chance of Rain” on 

Wednesday, May 1st. Come to hear a fun-filled, rhythmic telling 
of the story of Noah and why God chose him, why there had to 
be a flood, and God’s wonderful promise. These kids are going 
to sing their hearts out, and they’d love for you to hear them! 

 

First Communion 
Sunday, April 28, 10:30 a.m. 
 

Next Sunday, thirteen second graders will 
experience Communion for the first time. They 
have been studying faithfully and are excited to 
join us at the Lord’s Table. Please welcome 
these young students. 

Anastasis fresco-Kariye by Joseph Kranak  

 St. Mark’s Day is a national holiday in many 
countries, but especially in Italy, where 
people in Venice celebrate Saint Mark, the 
city’s patron saint, who died on April 25 in 
68 C.E. 


