
FEBRUARY 16-17, 2019  

Staff Contact Information 
Pastoral Staff 
Pastor Patricia Geiseman                                   Ext.  101   pgeiseman@stmarksaurora.net 
Pastor Patrick Fish                                              Ext.  102   pfish@stmarksaurora.net 
 
 

Ministry Staff 
Kristin Young                                                       Ext. 103   kyoung@stmarksaurora.net 
  Director of Worship & the Arts 
Sue Hilderbrand                                                   Ext. 108   shilderbrand@stmarksaurora.net 
  Director of Bell Choirs 
Kari Reiseck                                                        Ext. 104   kreiseck@stmarksaurora.net 
  Director of Youth & Family Ministries 
 
 

Support Staff 
Deb Arcilla                                                           Ext. 100   darcilla@stmarksaurora.net 
  Office Manager 
John Themanson                                                Ext. 105   jthemanson@stmarksaurora.net 
  Finance Administrator 
Al Lettow                                     Ext. 106   facilitymgr@stmarksaurora.net  
  Facility Manager 
Terese Ruppel                                             630-466-1036  ter60554@gmail.com  
  Nursery Coordinator 
Marcia Broucek                                                   Ext. 107   news@stmarksaurora.net 
       Communications Coordinator 
 
 

Financial Secretary                             
Beth Benson Ulrich           630-234-6529   giving@stmarksaurora.net 
 
 

St. Mark’s Child Development Center 
Colette Patterson-Moon                               630-897-6063  stmarksdir@att.net  
  Director  
 
 

Council Members 
Don Friend (President), Austin Bredow (Outreach), Charlie Brummet (Treasurer), Chad Gooch 
(Technology), Michelle Leedham. Pamela  Miller, Ginny Pavesich (Stewardship), Carol Reiseck 
(Stewardship), Pastor Patrick Fish, Pastor Patricia Geiseman  

St. Mark's Lutheran Church 

27 South Edgelawn Drive 
Aurora, Ill inois 60506 
Office Hours: Mon-Fri, 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

God’s Work, Our Hands 
 630-897-6891 
 
StMarksAurora.net 
 
office@StMarksAurora.net  

 
 

Prayers 
 
 
5:00 p.m.  Carol Hoepe, Pam Krasinski, Kathy Pippig, Julia Taylor 
 
 
 
9:00 a.m.  Bev Anderson, Ione Bennett, Howard Burns, Burris family,  
Kim Christensen, Ken Fulks, Sara Gross, Gerry Lanigan, Ron Speechley, 
Lois Swan, James Ryan Young 
 
 
 

10:30 a.m.  Angel Althoff, Dennis Johnson, Michelle Leedham, David Lippold,  
Marion Mente, Terry Mueller, Mary Ann Wengelewski, Jill Wilbert, 
Greg Williamson 
 
 
 
Continuing Care:  Johanna Brinkman, Richard Brinkman, Laurie Dunn,  
Tad Dyer, Jim Hutton, Joanne Jackman, Tom Jones, John Lange, Bruce Lindgren, 
Mason McNamara, Terry Minor, Terry Mueller, Grant Oestriech,  
Wendy Overstreet, Joe Rangel, Fran Robinson, Sharon Ross, Bessie Sclavos,  
Lois Swan, Lorand Szekely 

St. Mark’s  
Lutheran Church 
Sharing Christ’s Abundant Love  
with Each Other and the World “I am the vine, you are the branches.”  John 15:5 

 

“Bringing Hope” Dinner Recap 
 

“First off, I want to thank our incredible HS 
students and families for all their help in 
making the dinner a HUGE success. Next, I 
want to thank all those who came out on a 
Saturday evening to show your support for 
our HS youth. All proceeds made from the 
dinner and from bingo are going toward 
transportation costs for the HS Mission Trip 
to Denver, CO, this summer.  
 

“We made close to $2,000, thanks to your 
generous giving; however, the most meaningful 
part of the evening was seeing our church 
come together as one family. We cannot wait 
to do more events and gatherings like this 
where we have young and old coming 
together.”—Pr. Patrick 

 

Did you know . . . 

 Our current church boiler is over 50 years old. 

 This boiler is responsible for heating 77% of our building. 

 This boiler has about a 60% efficiency rate, and our costs to run this 
boiler for 2018 were about $10,700. 

 The new “Mighty Therm” boiler we are hoping to purchase has a  
95% efficiency rate, and we expect to save about $5,000/year in 
natural gas costs. 

 The Mighty Therm is among the greenest in the industry.  

 Because we will be purchasing such an energy efficient boiler, we will 
qualify for a $5,000 rebate from Nicor Gas.  

Thanks to the generosity of Brett Deiter, 
who is matching our donations, dollar-for-
dollar for the first $10,000, our gifts will have 
double the impact. 

Our goal is to reach $30,000 by Easter, which 
averages about $2,000 each week. We’ve 
already reached our first $2,000! With 
Brett’s matching gift, that puts us at 
$4,000. Watch the thermometer in the 
narthex each week to see our progress.  

Help us keep the heat on. Every dollar matters! Use the “Keep the Heat 
On” envelopes at the Welcome Center, or go to the GIVE page 
on our website.   

“Feed the Need” 
The Feed My Starving Children MobilePack Event is happening 
this weekend, Feb 16-17 at North Central College in 
Naperville. The goal this year is to pack 1.3 million meals! IF 
YOU’D LIKE TO HELP PACK MEALS, even though we’re not 
going as a St. Mark’s group, you are very welcome as a walk-in. 
For more information, visit feedtheneedillinois.org. 

 

IF YOU’D LIKE TO HELP COVER THE COST OF THE FOOD BEING PACKED, 
please use the “Feed the Need” donation envelopes at the Welcome 
Center or donate on the GIVE page on our website.  

 

PADS dinner service 
Saturday, Mar 9, 6:00-11:00 p.m. 
 

Our next PADS dinner service is on Saturday, March 9. 
Some of the HS youth will be helping out this month, and it is 
always a rewarding evening. Sign up at the Welcome 
Center if you want to join in and help serve that night.  

 

Love to sing? 
 

If you’d like to sing in the choir but can’t make the long-term 
commitment, this is your opportunity to join for a short 
period of time between now and Easter—and to be a part of 
a very special combined choir and orchestra concert on Palm 
Sunday afternoon, April 14. Contact Kristin Young 
kyoung@stmarksaurora.net). 

 

Change is coming—reserve your Vineyard now 
 

Do you get your Vineyard online? In the mail? However you open it, 
we want you to keep reading it. But we are changing the way it gets 
delivered. WE WILL NO LONGER BE MAILING THE VINEYARD.* 
 

 If you get your Vineyard online, there’s nothing you need to 
do. It will keep coming via email or you get it on our website. 

 

 If you get your Vineyard in the mail, we need you to sign 
up at the Welcome Center to “reserve” your print copy. This 
will help us know how many to print. You will be able to pick 
up your copy at the Welcome Center on the last 
Sunday of the month. This will save postage costs, eliminate 
bulk mail delays, AND ensure that you get your St. Mark’s news 
on time. Thanks for helping us make the switch! 

 

* Except for limited mailings to shut-ins and out-of-the-area members.. 



We’ve been waiting for you!  
 

Our mission at St. Mark’s Lutheran Church is to share Christ’s abundant 
love with each other and the world. We are called to reach out to persons 
of all ages and life situations with Christ’s own hospitality and acceptance, 
to invite you to be our companion on the spiritual journey as we discover 
together the ways that Christ is offering hope, healing, and a renewed 
sense of meaning for our lives. If you are not a member, we would love to 
talk with you about our ministry. We invite you to talk to one of our 
pastors or stop at the Welcome Center near the church entrance. May 
your worship experience here at St. Mark’s draw you closer to Christ and 
his abundant love! 

  THIS  WEEK  AT  ST .  MARK ’S  
 
 

SUNDAY, Feb 17 
9:00a  Sunday School  
9:00a  Worship 
Coffee Project sales 
10:30a  Worship 
11:30a  HS Praise Team rehearsal 
11:45a  First Communion family workshop  
    and lunch 
Music Academy group lessons 
2:00p  grade school 
2:45p  middle school 
3:30p  high school 
 
MONDAY, Feb 18 
9:30a  Ruth Circle 
7:00p  Fox Valley Festival Chorus rehearsal 
7:30p  21&Over 
 
TUESDAY, Feb 19 
9:30a  CDC Pre-K Music 
10:00a  Adult Study 
1:00p  Staff meeting 
6:00p  ELA class 
7:00p  Glory Ringers rehearsal 
 
WEDNESDAY, Feb 20 
9:00a  The Bread Wrappers 
1:00p  Office volunteers 
3:30p  SACC Music 
5:00p  Roaring Ringers  
5:30p  Joyous Praise Bells 
5:30p  FDL  
6:00p  Confirmation class 
7:30p  Wednesday Worship 
 
THURSDAY, Feb 21 
6:00p  ELA class  
7:00p  Lion’s Voice Choir rehearsal 
 
FRIDAY, Feb 22 
6:30p  Al -Anon 
7:00p  HS Lock-In (overnight) 
 
SATURDAY,  Feb 23 

5:00p  Worship  
 
SUNDAY, Feb 24 
9:00a  Sunday School  
9:00a  First Communion class 
9:00a  Worship 
10:30a  Worship 
11:30a  HS Praise Team rehearsal 
12:30p  Travel Choir rehearsal 

Discipleship Announcements  

 

THIS WEEK’S WORSHIP FOCUS 
Sermon on the Plain 
We continue in the sixth chapter of the 
Gospel of Luke. Jesus started out the 
chapter by retreating to be alone for 
prayer. Directly following that re-centering 
time, Jesus calls the twelve. After building 
his team, Jesus engages in mission.  

 

As Fr. Henri Nouwen points out, we, as the church, tend to do things the other 
way around. When faced with a problem, we try to face it alone. When that 
doesn’t work, we have a committee try to solve it. When still that doesn’t 
work, we put our hands together and pray. For Jesus, as Nouwen points out, 
mission always begins in prayer, gathers strength through community, and then 
once together, tackles the issue at hand. This is the life that Jesus calls us to join 
and participate.  
 

In this weekend’s passage, Jesus continues his mission by meeting the twelve 
and the crowds on a level place. There he gives the Sermon on the Plain, which 
is Luke’s version of the Beatitudes. In this sermon Jesus promises reversal. He 
proclaims that the poor, hungry, weeping, and excluded are blessed. Woe to 
the rich, full, and popular.  
 

As people, we don’t want to be on a level playing field. We want to be ahead or 
above. We don’t want to be behind or below. Our world likes the dichotomy 
of rich and poor. Included and excluded. Friend and enemy. Citizen and 
stranger.  
 

Yet, we hear Jesus’ challenge to change our perspective. He calls us to come 
out of the valley. To not look down on ourselves in shame or think we aren’t 
worthy. He calls us to come down from the mountain. To not look down on 
others as lesser. Instead, what Jesus asks of us is to be together on a level plain, 
to engage in mission on level places, and to live with a level plain mentality.  

Reflection Questions 
 

 What does it mean to be blessed?  
 If blessedness is more than a promise of the future, how do we bring 

change and help make the Realm of God realized in the present? 
 We, as people, have a tendency to not want to stand on the same level 

as others. Why is it difficult to view self and others on even, level 
ground?   

 

Adult Fellowship gathering 
Wednesday, March 6, 11:00 a.m. 
 

“When I was a child, Ash Wednesday 
always meant I had to give up 

something that would be a sacrifice for me. And so it was I 
gave up chocolate—or tried to. Now Ash Wednesday means 
so much more. Doing more? Giving more? Participating 
more?  
 

This Ash Wednesday, March 6, there will be an Imposition of 
Ashes service at 11:00. After the service, please consider 
going to Mother's Restaurant with other church friends, aka, 
Adult Fellowship Group. Even if you have never participated 
before, please consider this opportunity to meet new people 
and share ideas.”—Laurel Haase 

 

Adult Study: 
The Book of Acts 
Tuesday, Feb 19, 10:00 a.m. 
 

The second week of our study on 
the Book of Acts will take place 
this Tuesday. We have decided to 

slow down the study so we can dive in and process the 
material be�er. We will meet up un� Lent (Tues, March 5), 
and then a�r Easter we will return to�nish the study.  
Par�cipant books are ��l available at the Welcome Center 
($12/book, payable at class). 

 

Parents of First 
Communion students 
 

Second graders who will be receiving 
their First Communion need to 

attend four classes, either on Sunday or Wednesday. The 
schedule is as follows: 
 

Sunday, Feb 24   Wednesday, Feb 27 
Sunday, Mar 3   Wednesday, Mar 13 
Sunday, March 10  Wednesday, March 20 
Sunday, March 17   Wednesday, Apr 3 
 

First Communion Sunday is April 28, 10:30 a.m. service. 

 

St. Mark’s Book Club 
Proverbs of Ashes: Violence, Redemptive 
Suffering, and the Search for  
What Saves Us 
 

All are welcome to sign up for a 
discussion of this courageous book.  
 
 

Wednesday, Feb 27, 6:30-8:00 p.m.  
Thursday, Feb 28, 10:00-11:30 a.m.  

 

It’s not to late to check out a library copy at the 
Welcome Center. This is a powerful book to read, even if 
you can’t make it to the discussion group. 

 

“Engaging, powerful, and challenging. With personal, vulnerable and 
real-life stories, the authors show how we, as the church, can better 
accompany those who have endured violence or survived abuse.” 
—Pr. Patrick 

 

Wednesday Worship 
Wednesday, Feb 20, 7:30 p.m. 
This month, the sixth-grade class will 
be hosting our Wednesday Worship 

service. The theme is “Love, Devotion, and Family,” based on 
the Bible story of Ruth and Naomi. Please join us for a night 
of worship and praise to support our youth. 

HS Lock-In 
Friday, Feb 22, 7:00 p.m. to  
Saturday, Feb 23, 7:00 a.m. 
 

The Annual High School (gr 9-12) 
Lock-in is happening this coming 

Friday and Saturday. We are��ll looking for adult leaders to help 
out from 7 p.m. – 7 a.m. Contact Pr. Patrick if you can help at 
any point during those��es.  

 

During the lock-in, the high school students will play games, 
jump in the bounce house, design mission trip t-shirts, and much 
more. Bring snacks to share and board games we can play. 
Friends are welcome. Cost is $15/student. Permission slips are 
due Wednesday, Feb 20.  

21&Over 
Monday, Feb 18, 7:30-9:00 p.m. 
 

The next 21&Over gathering is on at the 
home of the Chipmans on Monday, Feb 18. 

Contact Pr. Patrick if you’d like to be added to the email thread.  

Interested in a free 
used piano? 
  

St. Mark’s has a used spinet 
piano in the Lower Level that is 
available free to anyone who 
could put it to good use. We 

can make arrangements to move it up from the Lower Level, but 
you would need to pick it up and move it from there. If you are 
interested, please contact Al Lettow 
(facilitymgr@stmarksaurora.net). 


