
March 24-25, 2018 
Staff Contact Information 

 

Please call or email the appropriate staff member if you have questions about the following areas of min-

istry. Please visit our website stmarksaurora.net for more information about St. Mark’s. 

 
Pastoral Staff 

Pastor Patricia Geiseman                                  Ext. 15  pgeiseman@stmarksaurora.net 
Pastor Patrick Fish                                             Ext. 13 pfish@stmarksaurora.net 

 

Ministry Staff 

Kristin Young                                                      Ext. 16 kyoung@stmarksaurora.net 
 Director of Worship & the Arts 
Sue Hilderbrand                                                  Ext. 24 shilderbrand@stmarksaurora.net 
 Director of Bell Choirs 
Kari Reiseck                                                        Ext. 22 kreiseck@stmarksaurora.net 
 Director of Youth & Family Ministries 

 

Support Staff 

Deb Arcilla                                                          Ext. 10 darcilla@stmarksaurora.net 
 Office Manager 
John Themanson                                                Ext. 19 jthemanson@stmarksaurora.net 
 Finance Administrator 
Al Lettow                                                             Ext. 12 facilitymgr@stmarksaurora.net  
 Facility Manager 
Terese Ruppel                                           630-466-1036 ter60554@gmail.com  
 Nursery Coordinator 
Marcia Broucek                                                  Ext. 27             news@stmarksaurora.net 
      Communications Coordinator 
 

Faith Community Nurse 

Jean Clementz, R.N.                                         Ext. 23  jean.clementz@presencehealth.org 
 

Financial Secretary 

   Jim Erickson                                                630-235-6510 jerickson@stmarksaurora.net 
 

St. Mark’s Child Development Center 

Colette Patterson-Moon                                630-897-6063 stmarksdir@att.net  
 Director  
 

Council Members 

Don Friend (President), David Albers (Property), Austin Bredow, Charlie Brummet (Treasurer), Jeanne 
Flynn (Youth and Family), Chad Gooch, Ginny Pavesich, Heather Rehg (New Members), Carol Reiseck 
(Stewardship), Pastor Patrick Fish, Pastor Patricia Geiseman  

St. Mark's Lutheran Church 
27 South Edgelawn Drive 
Aurora, Illinois 60506 

God’s Work, Our Hands 
Phone: 630-897-6891 
Fax:630-897-4842 
www.stmarksaurora.net 
Office Hours:  
Monday - Friday 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Prayers 
 

5:00 p.m.  Dorothy Clarkson, Sarah DeRubis, Jennifer Gaeta, Mary Kenner, Bob Korst, 
Carol Lippert, Kathy Pippig, Charlotte Regis, Julia Taylor 
 

9:00 a.m.  Caroline Bell, Doris Clark, Gavin Duffy, Danielle Easton, Debbie Manson, 
Sandy Matile, Kay McKeen, Bruce Nicholson, Brad Powell, Linda Schau, Greg Smith,  
Lois Swan, Dennis Zielinski   
 

10:30 a.m.  Jeff Dzibula, Richard Eisenbarth, Victoria Halsted, Dennis Johnson,  

David Lippold, Terry Mueller, Helen Rachford, Harold Thielman 
 

Continuing Care:  Bill Beattie, Johanna Brinkman, Richard Brinkman, Laurie Dunn,  
Tad Dyer, Joanne Jackman, Tom Jones, John Lange, Bruce Lindgren, Mason McNamara, 
Terry Minor, Terry Mueller, Lauren Muscat, Grant Oestriech, Wendy Overstreet,  

Joe Rangel, Sharon Ross, Bessie Sclavos, Lorand Szekely 
 

We pray for comfort and peace for Don Bryant and family who mourn the death of  
Don’s wife, Marlene Bryant. 

St. Mark’s  
Lutheran Church 
Sharing Christ’s Abundant Love  

with Each Other and the World 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We enter the holiest week of the year. 
 

The Palm Sunday journey into Jerusalem signals the beginning of 

Christ’s journey to the cross, and we pause this Holy Week to reflect on 

the significance of Christ’s death and resurrection for us. 
 

The Easter Triduum (“Three Sacred Days”) comprise a three-day 

worship event beginning with Maundy Thursday and concluding with 

our Festival Worship on Easter. This is a week of beautiful, inspiring, 

and meaningful worship. 

 

Thursday, Mar 29 

MAUNDY THURSDAY 

7:00p  Worship & Communion* 

 

Friday, Mar 30 

GOOD FRIDAY 

3:00p  Stations of the Cross 

7:00p  Service of Shadows* 

 

Saturday, Mar 31 

HOLY SATURDAY 

5:00p  Easter Worship* 

 

Sunday,  April 1 

EASTER 

   7:30a  Festival Worship* 

   8:30a  Easter breakfast  

   (served until 10:30) 

   9:00a  Festival Worship* 

   10:30a  Festival Worship* 
 
 

No FDL on Wednesday, March 28. 

No Sunday School  on Easter Sunday. 
 

*     Nursery care available for young children. 

“I am the vine, you are the branches.”  John 15:5 

 
 

Support the high school mission trip 
Visit the “Giving Tree” in the narthex 
 

We are hosting a Giving Tree Fundraiser (until April 15) to 

raise money for transportation costs for the high school 

mission trip to the Blue Ridge Mountains in July.  
 
 
 

The Giving Tree in the narthex has different dollar amounts on each small leaf. 

Select the leaf with the amount you would like to give and remove the leaves from 

the tree. Write your check for the amount on the small leaf (made payable to St. 

Mark’s Lutheran Church with ‘youth group’ as the memo). Use one of the 

envelopes provided and drop it in the box. Write your name(s) on the larger leaf 

and return it to the tree to show your support. Please give as you are able. Our 

youth look forward to the mission trip each year, and it would not be possible 

without the love and support of this congregation.  

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Easter breakfast 

Support our kids! 

Sunday, April 1 

8:30-10:30 a.m. 
 

On Easter morning, our high school 

students will be serving a delicious 

breakfast of casseroles, coffee, juice, 

milk, fruit and other goodies. Come 

early before worship, or join us after 

worship. The meal is a free-will 

offering to support our high school 

mission trip. These trips are 

incredible experiences for our young 

people and help them grow stronger 

in their faith. People like you make 

these trips possible! Thank you for 

those who have donated casseroles. 

Thank you in advance for your 

support by attending the breakfast.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

The start of something new 
Rebuilding Together Aurora 

 

Saturday, April 28 
 

This is our first year being involved 

with RTA, and we want you to know 

more about this wonderful 

organization. Their commitment is to 

help people in our community who 

need home repairs but just can’t 

manage them. On April 28th, RTA 

plans to provide critical repairs and 

updates for 25 homes. Our goal is 

to get 12 people, young and old, 

from St. Mark’s to join in. Contact 

Matt Greising if you have questions.  

(mpgreising@sbcglobal.net)  

 

Sign up at the Welcome Center.   

On Maundy Thursday, we keep the 

feast that Jesus shared with his 
disciples on the night of his arrest. 
We wash each other’s hands as a 

symbol of blessing and close the 
service with the stripping of the altar. 

On Good Friday at 3:00, we walk the 

Via Dolorosa (the stations of the 
cross) together, with hymns, prayers, 
and narrative. 

 

At 7:00, we gather for the reading of 
The Passion of Jesus. Each of the 
seven sections is followed by silence 

for reflection and music. The 
sanctuary darkens, the tomb is 
slammed shut, and the bell tolls. 

On Easter, we gather to greet the 

risen Lord with bells ringing, choirs 
singing, and brass and timpani 
shouting in praise: HE IS RISEN! 

 

Plan now to make this 

week a special time in 

your spiritual life. 



We’ve been waiting for you!  
 

Our mission at  St. Mark’s Lutheran Church is to share Christ’s abundant love 

with each other and the world. We are called to reach out to persons of all ages 

and life situations with Christ’s own hospitality and acceptance, to invite you to be 

our companion on the spiritual journey as we discover together the ways that 

Christ is offering hope, healing, and a renewed sense of meaning for our lives. If 

you are not a member, we would love to talk with you about our ministry. We 

invite you to talk to one of our pastors or stop at the Welcome Center near the 

church entrance. May your worship experience here at St. Mark’s draw you closer 

to Christ and his abundant love! 
 

 

  THIS  WEEK  AT  ST .  MARK ’S 
 

PALM SUNDAY 
SUNDAY, March 25  
NO SUNDAY SCHOOL 
9:00a  Worship 
9:30-11:00  “Pillowcase” pancake breakfast 
10:30a  Worship  
 

MONDAY, March 26 
9:00a  Lydia’s Piecemakers & Knit Pickers 
7:00p  Fox Valley Festival Chorus 
 

TUESDAY, March 27 
1:00p   Staff meeting 
7:00p  Lion’s Voice Choir rehearsal 
8:00p  Glory Ringers—HS & adults rehearsal 
 

WEDNESDAY, March 28 
9:30a  The Bread Wrappers 
1:00p  Office volunteers 
7:00p  Hope Circle 
NO FDL—SPRING BREAK 
 

MAUNDY THURSDAY 
THURSDAY, March 29  
5:30p  Cub Scout meeting 
7:00p  AA meeting 
7:00p  Worship & Communion 
 

GOOD FRIDAY 
FRIDAY, March 30 
3:00p  Stations of the Cross 
6:30p  Al-Anon 
7:00p  Service of Shadows 
 

HOLY SATURDAY 
SATURDAY, March 31 
8:00a  Sanctuary Arts & Banners 
5:00p  Worship 
   

EASTER 
SUNDAY, April 1 
7:30a  Festival Worship 
9:00a  Festival Worship 
10:30a  Festival Worship 
NO SUNDAY SCHOOL 
8:30-10:30 “Mission Trip” Easter breakfast 

 

Discipleship 

 

For your reflection . . .  today’s Worship focus 
 

Jesus’ time is drawing near and he knows it. Jesus arrives 

to Jerusalem on the back of a colt. Crowds of people 

spread their palms and shout “Hosanna!” as Jesus enters 

the city. We expect the honor being paid to Jesus to lead to 

something big. We expect the celebration to lead to Jesus 

being installed as king. But, after Jesus enters Jerusalem 

and goes into the Temple, he looks around and leaves with the twelve 

disciples.  
 

The people are expecting Jesus to take power. They believe Jesus has 

come to seize control. They want him to take the crown and be king over 

them and the world. But Jesus didn’t come for power; he came for 

people. Jesus didn’t come to seize control; he came to reveal God’s heart 

and seize our hearts. The truth we proclaim this weekend is that Jesus 

wasn’t sent to sit over us; Jesus was sent to be with us.  To be Emmanuel, 

“God with us.”  
 

For your consideration . . .  next week’s Worship focus 
 

Easter Day is the highest festival of the church year: 

The Festival of the Resurrection of our Lord. The color 

is white, the music is jubilant, and the crowd is larger. 

We celebrate the victory of God’s life-giving love over 

the forces that defy God’s realm. 
 

Resurrection is newness. The evangelists tell us the 

Jesus “was raised” by God’s power.  Mark tells the grieving women to go 

back to Galilee; there they will meet the Risen One. 
 

Hmmm … So we back up to Jesus’ earthly ministry, in which people were 

“raised up” in needed and different ways: Peter’s mother-in-law was 

raised from a fever. A paralyzed man was restored to movement. Jesus 

himself “rises up” to still a storm. A young girl awakens, a blind man sees 

again … 
 

Ah! There is evidence of Easter all along! So now we look with “Easter 

eyes” to see occasions of healing, new sight, and renewed strength. We, 

too, have been healed, given insight, and restored.  We are raised from 

darkness, doubts, and disability to “Praise the One who breaks the 

darkness.”  

Announcements  

St. Mark’s sermons are now  
available online. Go to 
StMarksAurora.net and 
click on SERMONS on  
the left-hand menu. 
 
 
 

 
 

SAVE THE DATES 
VBS, July 16-20 
“Shipwrecked” is the 
theme for five great days 
of kid fun and study of all 
the ways Jesus carries us 
through life’s storms. 

______________________________________________ 
 

Children’s Bibles for sale 

Sunday, March 25 
 

If you’d like to add a Bible to your child’s 

Easter Basket, the Spark Bibles used in 

Sunday School and FDL will be available for 

purchase ($5 each) on March 25th.  
 

Spark Story Bible  (ages 2-8; beautiful pictures, understandable words) 

Spark Student Bible (ages 9-teens; callouts for prayers and devotions) 
 

The Youth and Family Ministry team will be using the 

proceeds from this sale to buy more Whirl Bibles to use with 

our current curriculum.   

 
 

2019 trip to France? 

Information meeting 

Tuesday, April 10, 6:30 p.m. 

If you are interested in joining the St. 

Mark’s choir tour next summer, from 

June 30-July 19, a representative from 

Music Celebrations tour company will be here to answer 

questions on April 10th. The trip includes Paris, the choral 

festival at L’eglise de la Madeleine, and the beaches of 

Normandy, to commemorate the 75th anniversary of D-Day. 

 
 

Learn about the  

“mother of Aurora” 
Order your book by April 15 

Book Club meets Friday, May 11 

Learn about one amazing woman, Marie 

Wilkinson, who accomplished so much in 

Aurora. Her service to the struggling 

caused many to consider her the “mother 

of Aurora”! Her memoirs, Gentle Spirit, is our book for May, 

but it is not available at the library, so you will need to order 

your copy.  Please order on April 7-8 or 14-15. 
 

 

“Preparing for Your Future” 

Wednesday, April 18, 6:00 p.m. 

Sanctuary Hall 

Do you know the difference between a 

will and trust? Have you discussed who 

would take care of your children if you 

died? Who would make healthcare decisions for you if you’re 

not able to? These critical questions are easy to put off, but it 

is important to consider them. Attorney Katie Lenert will 

share some answers and insights on these key issues. All are 

welcome! Sign up at the Welcome Center. 

 

“Heaven, Hell and  
Life after Death”  
 

Six-week Adult Study  

Starts Tuesday, April 10, 10:00 a.m. 
 
 
 

Many of us struggle with questions surrounding mortality and 

death. What does Jesus’ death and resurrection mean for us 

when we die? What happens when we die? Is that our end? Is 

that our beginning? What awaits us in life after death? Is 

heaven real? Is hell real? Many of us have these questions 

brewing in our minds. Our Easter Adult Study, led by Pastor 

Patrick, is designed to help us discern together these tough 

questions and the Bible’s response. 

 

“It’s Cool in the Furnace” 

Wednesday, April 25, 7:30 p.m. 
 

Our first through fifth graders have been 

rehearsing for weeks, and on April 25th, 

they want to share with you one very 

COOL musical! This lively production 

tells the story of Daniel and his three  

side-kicks, Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abednego, as you’ve never heard it before. All are welcome 

to attend this production! 

 

New member orientation 

Sunday,  April 29, 11:45 a.m. 

Sunday, May 6, 11:45 a.m.   
 

If you are interested in learning more 

about St. Mark’s ministry and mission, 

and getting more connected here, please 

join us for lunch, introductions, presentations, and 

conversation in this two-part orientation. Lunch will be 

served and child care will be available. Sign up at the 

Welcome Center. 

 

First Communion 

Sunday, April 8, 10:30 a.m. 
Please join us in welcoming the fourteen 

students who will be participating in 

Holy Communion for the first time on 

this special Sunday. 


