
June 23-24, 2018 

Staff Contact Information 
Pastoral Staff 
Pastor Patricia Geiseman                                   Ext.  101   pgeiseman@stmarksaurora.net 
Pastor Patrick Fish                                              Ext.  102   pfish@stmarksaurora.net 
 

Ministry Staff 
Kristin Young                                                       Ext. 103   kyoung@stmarksaurora.net 
  Director of Worship & the Arts 
Sue Hilderbrand                                                   Ext. 108   shilderbrand@stmarksaurora.net 
  Director of Bell Choirs 
Kari Reiseck                                                        Ext. 104   kreiseck@stmarksaurora.net 
  Director of Youth & Family Ministries 
 

Support Staff 
Deb Arcilla                                                           Ext. 100   darcilla@stmarksaurora.net 
  Office Manager 
John Themanson                                                Ext. 105   jthemanson@stmarksaurora.net 
  Finance Administrator 
Gregg Kobliska                                                     Ext. 106   facilitymgr@stmarksaurora.net  
  Facility Manager 
Terese Ruppel                                             630-466-1036  ter60554@gmail.com  
  Nursery Coordinator 
Marcia Broucek                                                   Ext. 107   news@stmarksaurora.net 
       Communications Coordinator 
 
 

Financial Secretary 
Jim Erickson                                                630-235-6510  jerickson@stmarksaurora.net 
 

St. Mark’s Child Development Center 
Colette Patterson-Moon                               630-897-6063  stmarksdir@att.net  
  Director  
 

Council Members 
Don Friend (President), David Albers (Property), Austin Bredow (Outreach), Charlie Brummet 
(Treasurer), Jeanne Flynn (Youth and Family), Chad Gooch (Technology), Ginny Pavesich 
(Stewardship), Heather Rehg (New Members), Carol Reiseck (Stewardship), Pastor Patrick Fish,  
Pastor Patricia Geiseman  

St. Mark's Lutheran Church 
27 South Edgelawn Drive 
Aurora, Illinois 60506 

God’s Work, Our Hands  
Phone: 630-897-6891 
www.stmarksaurora.net  
Office Hours:  
Monday - Friday 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

 
 

Prayers 
 

5:00 p.m.  Brett Deiter, Joe Jaras, Mary Kenner, Carol Lippert, Kathy Pippig,  
Charlotte Regis, Julia Taylor 
 

9:00 a.m.  Gavin Duffy, John Harazin, Sara Johansen, Debbie Manson, Kay McKeen, 
Bruce Nicholson, Lois Swan, Linda Weigand, Rob Williams 
 

10:30 a.m.  Katie DeSotell, Victoria Halsted, Berdelle Hoth, Dennis Johnson,  
David Lippold, Terry Mueller, Helen Rachford, Greg Williamson 
 

Continuing Care:  Jim Anderson, Bill Beattie, Johanna Brinkman, Richard Brinkman, 
Laurie Dunn, Tad Dyer, Joanne Jackman, Tom Jones, John Lange, Bruce Lindgren,  
Mason McNamara, Terry Minor, Terry Mueller, Lauren Muscat, Grant Oestriech,  
Wendy Overstreet, Joe Rangel, Sharon Ross, Bessie Sclavos, Lorand Szekely 
 
We rejoice with George and Lois Shipperley as they celebrate their 60th wedding 
anniversary. 

St. Mark’s  
Lutheran Church 
Sharing Christ’s Abundant Love  
with Each Other and the World 

“I am the vine, you are the branches.”  John 15:5 

 
 

 

Please call or email the appropriate staff member if you have questions about the following areas of 
ministry. Please visit our website (stmarksaurora.net) for more information about St. Mark’s. 

 

Dear members of St. Mark's, 
 

There have been a couple 
significant events to be aware of 
concerning our partnership 
with Emmanuel House—
now called The Neighbor 
Project.  

 

As you may have heard, Emmanuel House and Joseph Corporation (a 
community organization that also addresses home-ownership issues, 
provides budget/credit counseling, and a variety of financial resources to 
Aurora residents) have joined together to become one organization. 
These two organizations had always partnered, but are now officially 
merged and operating as The Neighbor Project.  
 

While the name has changed, the mission and work continue to be the 
same, and our partnership will continue in the same ways as it did 
before. We are excited to see how this organization can grow through 
new opportunities and services being offered!  
 

Sadly, the other event we want to share is that, last month, there was a 
fire at one of The Neighbor Project's properties, specifically the 
property that St. Mark's supports. Thankfully, all residents are safe, and 
no one was injured in the fire. Thanks to the quick-thinking and 
reactions of the residents, everyone was able to evacuate quickly and 
safely. However, in the days that followed, it became clear that the 
insurance policies were not going to be able to cover all the housing 
arrangements for families while displaced, and subsequent expenses.  
 

Seeing this need, St. Mark's was able to help support the two families 
who experienced the fire by donating $1000 from our Capital 
Campaign tithe to cover temporary housing costs and other 
incidentals these families need during this tumultuous time. Situations 
like this are why we visioned to have 10% of our Capital Campaign gifts 
designated for Outreach. We are thankful that the families are being 
well-supported while they wait for the repairs to be made at their 
homes, and we’re grateful that St. Mark's played a critical role in making 
that possible. Through your generosity, we were able to do God’s work 
in this tangible way in the community.  
 

Please continue to keep the two families in your prayers as they 
navigate the difficult circumstances of being displaced, trying to replace 
what was lost, and especially dealing with the emotions of experiencing 
a frightening event like this. We're so thankful for everyone's safety and 
for our ability to be a part of the restoration efforts.  
 

— Sarah Bredow 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

St. Mark’s 
at the  
Aurora  
Pride  
Parade 
 

On Sunday, June 17, 45 saints from our congreg�� on walked in Aurora's � rst-ever 
Pride Parade. What a Spirit-led experience it was! It was a day � lled with energy, 
hope, and love! St. Mark's was 1 of 11 faith communi� es represented as allies for 
our LGBTQ siblings. While the heat was brutal, once the parade started, one 
couldn't help but be swept up in the enthusiasm of the thousands of Aurorans 
who lined the streets that day.  

 

Thank you to those who walked. Thank you to those who stood and cheered from 
the streets. Thank you to those who prayed for us from your homes. It truly was 
an incredible moment for our Aurora community. It was also an incredible 
moment for St. Mark's.  

 

Deb Arcilla said it best: “I am proud to be an Auroran, and I am proud to be a St. 
Markan.” 

 
 

We are excited to see the momentum and how this day takes shape in Aurora. We 
are equally excited to see how we, at St. Mark’s, can build on this parade and live 
even deeper into being an a�� ming congrega� on who ac� vely lives out the belief 
that all are created in the image of God!  



We’ve been waiting for you!  
 

Our mission at  St. Mark’s Lutheran Church is to share Christ’s abundant love 
with each other and the world. We are called to reach out to persons of all ages 
and life situations with Christ’s own hospitality and acceptance, to invite you to be 
our companion on the spiritual journey as we discover together the ways that 
Christ is offering hope, healing, and a renewed sense of meaning for our lives. If 
you are not a member, we would love to talk with you about our ministry. We 
invite you to talk to one of our pastors or stop at the Welcome Center near the 
church entrance. May your worship experience here at St. Mark’s draw you closer 
to Christ and his abundant love! 

  THIS  WEEK  AT  ST .  MARK ’ S 
 

 
SUNDAY, June 24 
9:00a  Worship & Kessen baptism 

10:30a  Worship & Flinkow baptism 
11:30a  HS Praise Team rehearsal 
 
 

MONDAY, June 25 
9:00a  Lydia’s Piecemakers & Knit Pickers 
9:45a  Outreach delivery to Fisher House 
 
 

TUESDAY, June 26 
10:00a  Adult Study: Women & Justice 
1:00p   Staff meeting 
 
 

WEDNESDAY, June 27 
9:00a  The Bread Wrappers 
10:30a  Kids Hope USA meeting 
1:00p  Office volunteers 
7:00p  Hope Circle 
7:30p  Young Adult Gathering (Oswego) 
 
 

THURSDAY, June 28 
7:00p  AA meeting 
 
 

FRIDAY, June 29 
6:30p  Al-Anon 
 
 

SATURDAY, June 30 
5:00p  Worship 
Coffee Project sales 
   
 

SUNDAY, July 1 
9:00a  Worship  

Coffee Project sales 
10:30a  Worship  
11:30a  HS Praise Team rehearsal 

Discipleship Announcements  

 

For your reflection: today’s Worship focus  
 

Our lesson moves from the call of young David to one of 
the most famous stories in the Bible: David and Goliath.  
 

Stories of the underdog becoming a champion are not new. 
Perhaps one of the oldest is this story of the Hebrew 
shepherd boy verses the Giant Philistine warrior. But this 
old story is more than the small and powerless facing and 

overcoming the big and powerful. There is more to the story than we might 
remember from Sunday School! 
 

The story of David and the Philistine champion is about trust in God, but the 
sort of trust in God that enables us to do what we already have the capacities 
and abilities to do! 
 

David used what he had.  
 

So, the old story asks us:  Who and what are our opponents?  What do we 
know?  What are our strengths? 
 
 
 
 

For your consideration:  next week’s Worship focus 
 

Our lesson from 2 Samuel is one of lament as David loses 
both a mentor—King Saul—and a friend—Saul’s son, 
Jonathan. Their relationships had become conflicted and 
complicated. The messenger of the grim news expected 
David to rejoice over Saul’s death. Instead, David laments. 
Our lesson is a song of sorrow. 

 

David’s mourning is public and personal. He mourns for Israel and for himself.  
But this sad time will not be his last. This lament is the beginning of many as this 
young, handsome, gifted shepherd boy now becomes king. He picks up the 
mantle of the anointed one to carry on. As king, David will mourn the death of 
sons and the division of his kingdom.  
 

This difficult chapter speaks to the raw emotion of war, conflict, 
companionship, and death. We remember those who have gone before us, 
relationships that were both meaningful and maligned, persons who were 
companions and competitors. 
 

So, we take time to mourn, to remember the best and grieve what wasn’t—for 
ourselves and for our country. We, too, are anointed with power to carry on 
in our lives and in our world. 

 

Praise 
Team 
makes its 
debut! 
 

Those who 
gathered for 
the 10:30 
service on  
June 17th were treated to the debut of our High School 
Praise Team. During the months of July and August, Toby 
Nichols will be joining the group on drums. If you are 
interested in singing contemporary Christian music with this 
team, contact Kristin Young (kyoung@stmarksaurora.net).  

 Adult Study:   
“Women & Justice“ 
 

Tuesday, June 26, 10:00 a.m. 
WEEK 4: “Hope for Justice”  
The final week of our discussion of the ELCA draft of the “Social 
Statement on Women and Justice” will include a review of the 
document highlights, plus a focus on the Response Forms we will 
be sending into the ELCA office.  

 

Items needed for VBS 
 

Check out the sea creatures! On 
the window at the rear of the 
sanctuary,  sea creatures in the 
“net” need catching … by you! 
Each creature names an item that 
VBS needs. Some are things you 
can loan (such as plastic tubs); 
some are things you can easily pick 
up (such as bags of popped corn, 
small rubber bands, paper plates).  

Please take a tag, and when you drop off your items in the bin 
by the window, return the tag as well. Thanks! 

Coffee & Fellowship  
hosted by the Hospitality Team 

Coffee & Fellowship  
hosted by The Neighbor Project  
(formerly Emmanuel House) 

Serving dinner at PADS 
Saturday, July 14, 6:00—11:00 p.m. 
Since people are traveling during the 
summer, it is especially important that we 
make sure we have enough people to 
keep our commitment to prepare and 

serve our bi-monthly dinner at PADS. If you’ve never done 
this before, you’re in for a surprise at how much your work 
will be appreciated and how good you will feel! We may be 
the “servers,” but in many ways we are served by the people 
whose lives and stories touch us. Sign up at the Welcome 

Center to join us for a heart-warming evening. Summer Giving 
Because giving patterns are typically 
lower during the summer months, we 
especially encourage you to continue 
your commitment to stewardship 
throughout the summer. In July we’re 
launching new options for online 
giving, so it will be easy to donate from 
wherever you are with a credit card. 
Stay tuned! 
 

 

Mission trip devotional partners 
2 more people needed! 
We need 2 additional devotional partners for 
our high school students on this summer’s mis-
sion trip. It means a lot to these kids to receive 

a short inspirational note each day, and it is a great opportunity 
for you to connect with our youth. E-mail Heather Rehg, and 
she’ll be in touch (rehg@comcast.net). 

“Savvy Social Security Planning” 
 

  Tuesday, June 26, 12 p.m. or 6 p.m. 
  Houlihan’s, Geneva Commons  
 

  Wednesday, June 27, 9:30 a.m. 
           Batavia Public Library 

 

Thrivent Financial is offering free sessions for people in or nearing 
retirement. To reserve your spot, call 708-672-0571 or email 
denise.sauter@thrivent.com 

New women’s circle forming 
Wednesday, July 11, 7:00 p.m. 
If you are interested in exploring the possibility 
of being in a women’s circle, you are invited to 
meet with a core group of women who are 

initiating the formation of a new circle. We’re gathering to 
discuss what circles do, how they interact with the whole church, 
and what a new circle might look like. Come, join us! 

Young Adult  
Gathering 
Wednesday, June 27,  
7:30-9:00 p.m. 
 

We are holding our first summer Young Adult Gathering on June 
27. We’re meeting at Oswego Brewing Company (61 Main St, 
Oswego, IL 60542). If you consider yourself a young adult, join us 
for fellowship and meaningful conversation led by Pr. Patrick. Any 
questions, please reach out to him. 

Last minute change: Due to heavy rains on Thursday, June 
21, we have rescheduled our delivery of Father’s Day 
donations to Fisher House for Monday, June 25. We’re 
meeting in the church parking lot at 9:45 a.m. Please sign up 
at the Welcome Center if you can join us. 


