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Every Wednesday evening the confirmation program begins in a plenary time, where we 
go over announcements, worship notes, and introduce the lesson for the night via a 
power point quiz. The questions are usually multiple choice, sometimes true and false. 
Depending on the story, the students get most questions right. After supper together, 
we break into smaller groups for class time.  
 
We did not have confirmation class this past Wednesday night due to the Thanksgiving 
holiday. So I kind of missed our quiz time! But I have put together a quiz for you this 
weekend. 
 
True or False! Are you ready? 
 

1. The celebration most commonly considered to be the first Thanksgiving 
was in the year 1621?  
(True. In reality there were many before this, since it was common to celebrate 
after good events that were deemed to have had the hand of God behind them.) 

 
2. This first celebration was probably held in September, there were about 50 

European settlers and 90 Native Americans, and the feast lasted 3 days.  
(True) 

 
3. The Native Americans brought turkeys to the dinner.  

(False. They brought deer. Also the first feast included a lot of seafood, including 
eel!) 

 
4. South Dakota raises the most turkeys.  

(False. Minnesota does, with 41 million) 
 

5. President George Washington proclaimed the first national Thanksgiving Day 
in 1789.  
(Trick question! Washington made a proclamation that Americans should 
celebrate a day of Thanksgiving to God on November 26. But it didn’t become a 
national Holiday until Abraham Lincoln proclaimed it in 1863. Franklin D. 
Roosevelt moved the national observance to the 4th Thursday of November.) 

 



6. President Ronald Reagan was the first President to give a turkey a presidential 
pardon.  
(True. In 1987. JFK unofficially spared a turkey in 1963.) 

 
7. Last one! Frozen turkeys can fly.  

(True! The TSA permits passengers to carry frozen turkey on board planes. 
Gravy is another story!) 

 
So, how did you do? Discerning the truth can be challenging. Whether we are listening 
to an eight-year-old tell of a mishap at school, reading an elaborate Facebook post 
about a friend’s amazing life, or listening to the news, what is real and what is “fake” can 
be difficult to determine. We know that even eyewitnesses have been known to make 
mistakes about what they “saw.” 
 
Long before Americans gathered with indigenous people to eat deer and eel, before 
American presidents called for official gratitude, people have given thanks. People of all 
times and places know that gratitude is good for us! 
 
The prophets, psalmists, evangelists, and saints urged the people, even in the greatest 
and grimmest of times, to give thanks to the LORD for steadfast love. 
 
This weekend we mark the end of the church year as we celebrate the Reign of Christ 
or Christ the King. We gather to celebrate, give thanks, and renew our commitment to 
the way of Jesus, the One who revealed and lived out the Divine Dream of inclusive 
justice and abundant love. 
 
On this festival weekend we celebrate the invitation to live in an alternate realm with an 
alternate vision. We align ourselves to a Divine point of view, one where we love God 
and our neighbors as ourselves.  
 
This vision can be harder than it looks!  
 
The scene our Gospel lesson describes was the morning of what we call Good Friday. 
This scene between Jesus and Pilate is recorded in the other Gospels, but Jesus is 
almost silent in the other accounts.  
 
But, in John, there is deep dialogue.  
 
For the Jews this was Passover, a time when many pilgrims came to Jerusalem to 
celebrate God’s victory over Pharaoh. The Jews celebrated liberation long ago while 
they lived oppressed and occupied. It was a politically explosive time. Riots against the 
hated Romans were common. Pilate was the guy in power; he represented Rome.  
 
His job was to make sure that the Galilean Jews didn’t get violent and go crazy. Pilate 
asks Jesus, “So you are a king?” If the answer was yes, Jesus was a rebel against 



Rome. This probably was the historical charge at his trial and the reason for his 
condemnation and death.  
 
But there is another way to understand the question. Who is the king, the ANOINTED 
ONE, the Messiah for God’s people? Who is the ONE who will liberate the people this 
time? And how will that take place?  
 
Jesus tells Pilate, “Everyone who listens to the truth listens to my voice.”  
 
And Pilate asks him, “What is TRUTH?  
 
And still we want to know! How do we discern the truth in what we think, believe, and 
do? 
 
In the fourth Gospel, truth is not an object. John never says that Jesus teaches the truth 
or delivers it to his disciples. Jesus is not a great teacher who gives his disciples great 
truths to live by. 
  
Jesus gives himself. 
 

Jesus himself is God’s truth. Truth is a “who,” not a “what.” For John, truth is doing the 
will of God. [1]  
 
Truth is more than facts, ideas, and information. Truth is lived.  
 
Some say we live in a “post truth” era. One journalist wrote that facts have always been 
hard to separate from falsehoods, and political partisans have always made it harder. 
It’s better to call this a post-trust era. Business, government, churches, and the media 
have all fallen in public esteem. These institutions have paid a price for an entire 
generation of wars, scandals, economic conclusions, and cynical politics. We’re left with 
fewer traditional guideposts for whom to believe. The spread of fake news from 
fraudulent sources is only a symptom: The larger problem is that many Americans doubt 
what governments or authorities tell them and also dismiss real news from traditional 
sources. [2]  
 
In other words, in this post-trust era, we can, if we are not careful, throw out the baby 
with the bath water. Dismiss real news! 
 
The journalist encouraged, “Do not despair!” He offered guidance that include 
broadening your palate, being open, and remembering that some falsehoods are 
sincerely held. Learning the truth is not a goal, but a process.  
 
So, we gather this Thanksgiving weekend and give thanks to the God of Abraham and 
Sarah, Isaac and Rebekah, Jeremiah, John, Jesus, and Paul. 
We give thanks for the gift of Jesus, who lived out the Divine Dream through his ministry 
of healing, feeding, forgiving, and his teaching through compassion and courage. 



 
We give thanks for this Vision that lives among us still in the lives of people around us. 
The truth comes to us as we experience encouragement, forgiveness, and hope … as 
emptiness is filled again. 
 
In the Thanksgiving Day editorial of the Daily Herald, the authors offer this piece of 
advice to leave for our children:  
 

Be grateful. Recognize all the blessings you have and given thanks for 
them. We aren’t owed any of it. All of it is a gift. In the end, it’s not the 
blessings that make you happy; it’s the thankfulness. [3] 

 
Hardships are real. The origins of Thanksgiving are steeped in hardship. Death and 
disease welcomed the Pilgrims prior to that first feast in 1621. And Abraham Lincoln 
established the holiday during a devastating civil war. 
 
We teach our children at St. Mark’s to have gratitude. A week ago Wednesday, we 
passed out little cards with Fall leaves on them to the Wednesday night and Child 
Development Center students. Each student was to write what she or he was thankful 
for. It was touching to read through them! I was surprised how many of the kids wrote 
that they were thankful for people who had passed away. Mostly the young ones were 
grateful for their family and friends. Others included God and air and … one little girl 
wrote that she is “thankful for food and water and my family and that I am alive.” She 
drew a heart with a cross on each side. One card read “for evrebude” [everybody] with a 
heart. Another wrote, “I am thankful for good food and ‘con form ation’ ” … another, “for 
everyone at church.” 
 
If you want to be happy… look outward. Recognize the kindness, the love, the good 
fortune, and the glad tidings that surround you. Every breath we take, every wonder we 
see, every hand we hold, every passion we feel, every curiosity we explore, every song 
we hear, every warm memory we hold—these are life’s gifts, blessings more valuable 
than fame, or accomplishment or wealth. 
 
Gratitude builds hope strong enough to lean on. 
 
You surely have read and heard much about the devastating Camp Fire in California. 
Most of the town Paradise is lost. 
 
Thousands of persons whose homes burned down shared in a Thanksgiving meal 
hosted by volunteers at an auditorium at California State University-Chico. One woman 
who lost everything was able to spend the holiday with husband and children at this 
gathering. She’s sad about everything she lost, and said, “Today we’re grateful; I don’t 
know about happy.” [4]  
 



Sharing food and space with those who don’t have enough is part of our heritage, not 
only as Americans but also as Christians and as people of God. Gratitude for what we 
have been given opens our hearts, our eyes, and our hands.  
 
We help each other trust again in the Good News of Abundance. 
 
Sometimes tears of sadness, anger, heartbreak, and fear are like eye drops that clear 
our eyes. We can see another vision … a way past the violence, loss, wild fires, political 
turmoil, family tension, and changes that shake our foundations.  
 
We trust in truth that holds us up … in the Divine Vision of the peaceable kingdom.  
 
John tells us the one who was the Messiah, King, and Anointed One from God 
was a … 
 
Shepherd, not a solider... 
A Gate, not a fence. 
The Bread of Life, not a bank 
A Vine, not a weapon and  
A Light, not a mask.  
 
As we celebrate Thanksgiving, we remember that thankfulness is learned. It doesn’t 
come naturally and, for some, it doesn’t come at all. 
 
We come together to offer thanks. Our gratitude builds hope. It holds us up week after 
week. We do not dismiss the real news of the Divine Dream. We practice becoming the 
people we are called and equipped to be.  
 
I have one more quiz question for you. True or False. You are part of God’s peaceable 
kingdom right now. 
 
True! 
 
This is most certainly true. 
 
Amen. 
 
_________ 
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REFLECTION QUESTIONS 
 

 Where do you experience the realm of holy love in your life? 

 What truths hold you up? 

 What are you grateful for? 

 How does gratitude build hope? 


